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LETTER WRITING 


especially business letter writing — is neither an exact science nor 
a finished art. It is impossible, therefore, to submit letters in a 
book of this kind that will be unanimously approved, or to com- 
ment upon them with assurance. A letter thought by one person 
to be excellent may be thought by another to be only fair or, 
perhaps, bad. A letter that proves itself a success in one relation- 
ship may prove a failure in another. All the business houses that 
have so kindly permitted use of their letters in the following pages 
have, in doing so, emphasized the fact that these letters are not 
to be taken as finality in either style or content, that, in other 
words, methods in business correspondence change as seasons pass, 
and that there cannot be — luckily — any such thing as a business 
letter that is good for all time or for even a short time. 

1'he friendly or social letters included here are only such as have 
been accepted by sound editorial judgment as worthy of retention 
in English literature. The business letters are letters that have 
served well the purposes for which they were originally intended. 
These two grand divisions of letter writing are treated in parallel 
(for the first time?) because the author believes that each has 
much to learn from the other, that the two, indeed, are but dif- 
ferent faces or manifestations of the same fundamental composi- 
tion purpose, namely, to talk thru the medium of pen, paper, and 
ink to those who are absent. In illustrative proof of this thesis 
the author has correlated a few business letters with every section 
devoted to friendly letters; a few friendly letters with every 
section devoted to business letters. 

The book contains no detailed treatment of grammar, spelling, 
punctuation, and other mechanics of writing. The author's Get 
It Right! is recommended as a companion volume in all cases 
where need is felt for guidance in these subjects. In the repro- 
duction of most of the letters the body only is given inasmuch as 
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this is the part calculated to meet the problems of composition. 
For every letter, however, the reader should frame in his imagina- 
tion the complete letter picture as explained and illustrated in 
Chapter Three. In many of the friendly or social letters, espe- 
cially those of the earlier centuries, headings and closings and 
other formal parts are sometimes incompletely provided in orig- 
inals. For this reason it has been thought better to give only the 
body of these also except where there is some unique departure 
from conventional form in the minor parts. Dates and other 
circumstances of individual writings are included in the italicized 
introductions in all cases where they have been procurable. It 
should be noted that, owing to the exigencies of the printed page, 
the short letters reproduced in type are frequently “out of shape.” 
The artistic placement and proportioning of a letter on the letter 
sheet — particularly of a short letter — require that the completed 
letter picture be longer than wide — a vertical oblong, as on pages 
72 and 217. The reader must again permit his imagination to 
correct this unavoidable defection. 

For generous permission to reproduce letters from both the 
literary studio and the business office, the author gratefully 
acknowledges his indebtedness to the Addrcssograph-Multigraph 
Corporation, Cleveland, Ohio; Mr. John Boettiger. Seattle. Wash- 
ington; Mrs. Edward Bok, Merion Station, Pennsylvania; Brad- 
ley. Agnew, and C>)mpany, Ltd., Proprietors of Punch, London. 
England: The Columbia Jester, Columbia University, New York, 
City, and especially to Miss Margaret Noonan, Secretary to the 
Director of King’s Crown Activities; The Conde Nast Publica- 
tions, Inc., New York City; Correct English Maga^me, Chicago, 
Illinois; The Dartncll Corporation, Chicago. Illinois, esf)ecially to 
Mr. L. E. Frailey, Editorial Director; Dexter Folder Cx)mpany. 
New York City: Doubleday, Doran, and Company, New York 
City; The Federal Reserve Bank of New York; Dr. John Finley, 
The New York Times, New York City, Funk and Wagnalls Com- 
pany, New York City; Mrs. John Galsworthy, London, England; 
The B. F. Goodrich Company, Akron, Ohio, cspcciall> to Mr. 
J. B. Uanan; Harper and Brothers, New York City; Houghton 
Mifflin Company, Boston, Massachusetts; Mr. Elbert Hubbard II, 
East Aurora, New York; Mrs. Mabel Wagnalls Jones, author of 
Letters to Lithopolis; Little, Brown, and Company, Boston, Massa- 
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chusetts; Mr. E. V. Lucas, London, England; The Macmillan 
Company, New York City; Methuen and Company, Ltd., London, 
England; The National Cash Register Company, Dayton, Ohio; 
The National City Bank, New York City; National Retail Credit 
Association, St. Louis, Missouri, especially to Mr. Daniel J. Han- 
nefin, managing editor of The Credit World; The New Yorker, 
New York City; Norton Company, Worcester, Massachusetts; 
Oxford University Press, London, England; Mr. Arthur W. Page, 
New York City; Eric S. Pinker and Adrienne Morrison, Inc., New 
York City; Postage and the Mailbag, New York City, especially 
to Mr. John Howie Wright, editor; Lady Lucie Raleigh, Canter- 
bury, England; Remington Rand, Inc., Buffalo, New York; O. M. 
Scott and Sons, Marysville, Ohio; Charles Scribner's Sons, New 
York City; Sears, Roebuck, and Company. Chicago, Illinois; 
Mr. George Bernard Shaw, London, England; Mrs. Richmond 
Temple, London, England; United States Department of Justice; 
Lhiited States Post Office; Mr. H. G. W'ells, London, England; 
Wertheim and Company, New York City; The Western Union 
Telegraph Company, New York City; Westinghouse Electric and 
Manufacturing Company, East Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Mr. C. 
E. Wiles, sales manager, Harrods, London. England. To Mr. 
George W. Jones, Jr,, Mr. Edwin L. Shuman, and Mr. Thomas S. 
Whittaker, of the Funk and Wagnalls Company, the author is 
especially indebted for many valuable suggestions and for pains- 
taking work on proofs. 

Personal 7ta7nes a7td 7ia7ncs of business fir7ns used in the illustra- 
tive 7natter of this book are entirely fictitious, except, of course, 
m the case of literary letters and in those cases where permission 
has been especially secured and authorisation accredited. 


J.B.O. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

THE QUICK AND THE DEAD 

What makes a letter alive? What makes a letter breathe and 
pulsate? What makes us read a letter again and again, even tho 
wc understand it perfectly the first time we read it? What is it 
in a letter that can set the home or the office agog? What is it in 
the superior letter that marks it off from the average, that im- 
presses and moves and stirs its reader, and effectuates its message? 
The collective answer is personality — that enviable, inexplicable 
quality of individual as of house that constitutes distinction and 
preeminence. 

When Sir William Temple's letters were first printed, in 1757, the 
publisher, in a qu.aint prefatory epistle to the reader, said: “Noth- 
ing is so capable of giviP'T a true account of story as letters are; 
for they relate actions while they are alive and breathing, whereas 
all other relations are of actions past and dead. So as it hath been 
observed that the epistles of Cicero lo Atticus give a better account 
of those times, than is lo be found m any other writing " 

A half dozen years earlier — August 31, 1751 — Dr. Samuel Johnson 
had devoted a whole number of The Rambler to a discussion of 
letters and letter writing, in which he pondered, among other re- 
lated subjects, the question of balancing gaiety or aliveness with 
civility or propriety in epistolary composition. 

Both of these writers were “modems.” Their alertness regarding 
the problem of making letters fresh and pulsating without offend- 
ing, proves that they were. That problem is by no means com- 
pletely solved even yet; probably dt never can be. Its solution 
depends upon the transference of the letter-writer's personality — 
or certain elements of it— to paper, and this would be difficult 
even if that subtle and elusive quality known as personality were 
clearly understood and easily definable. 

1 
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The clear and concise conveyance of a message, the observance of 
sound letter-writing principles, the nothing-is-too-much-trouble 
attitude — these are all most important in letter composition, and 
they are all achievable by any normal person who will study and 
practice. But these alone will not necessarily n ake a letter alive 
and breathing, will not endow it with pcr onality. On the con- 
trary, meticulous compliance with rule and regulation in letter 
waiting has been known to leave a letter faultily faultless and 
splendidly null, just as a perfectly groomed and studiously man- 
nered person has been known to convey somewhat less personality 
than a robot or a corpse. 

All men and women cannot, of course, be possessed of marked in- 
gratiating personality. But everybody can do something toward 
developing and cultivating those personal qualities that are cer- 
tain to leave favorable rather than unfavorable impression, that 
insinuate agreeable rather than disagreeable attitudes and quali- 
ties. Just so, everybody cannot write memorable or moi«entous 
letters, but intelligent men and women can cultivate at least an 
acceptable if not an engaging style in the gentlest art. To this 
end it is no more possible to lay down rigici rule and regulation 
than it is to issue a code for the attainment of personality. But 
these will do much : 

1 Omnivorous reading in general literature, especially in the literature 
of letters^ 

2 Indefatigable practice in all sorts of real and imaginary letter situa- 
tions 

Improvement in the quality of letter composition has been hin- 
dered by the widespread and promiscuous publication of poor and 
mediocre letters, of letters that contribute something perhaps to 
social or historical or economic knowledge but nothing whatever to 
standards of expression. Ever since the first publication of letters 
in English early in the seventeenth century by Bishop Joseph 1 lall 
(see page 10), lack of discernment and discrimination in selection 
has characterized their output. Today the life a7td letters of all 
too many persons — ^prominent or otherwise — get into print merely 
as a matter of completing a record, with little or no judicious 
sifting brought to bear. Rarely should all of anybody ’s letters 
be laid open to the public. The best should be, short of strictly 
confidential ones, of course. Even the most cautious and engaging 
of letter writers must have his lapses, must now and again write a 
letter that is '"nobody's business” but his own and his addressee's. 

^See The Ltteraiure of Letters by the same author. 
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must occasionally write something that is unworthy. The 
notorious exchange between Edward E'itz-Gerald and Robert 
Browning is a lamentable case in point. 

A letter that serves a definite purpose and delivers a worthwhile 
message, that commits no breach of confidence and reveals no 
pettiness of attitude or opinion, no violation of good taste, no 
undignified display of temper, may without objection be pub- 
lished to the public. But a letter that gives the impression that 
its author may, on second thought, regret its having been written 
and mailed is one that should be mercifully sp>ared by editors and 
publishers. The considerate attitude on the part of the recipient 
of such a letter is to destroy it or return it to the writer for him 
to destroy. 

Perhaps the attitude of Richard Brinsley Sheridan (1751-1816), 
as revealed in the following letter, illustrates concretely the gentle- 
manly treatment of an “impassioned epistle” (see also page 20). 
It was written to John P. Kemble, Sheridan's manager at the 
Drury Lane 'I heatre. Kemble, annoyed at Sheridan’s shiftless 
and indifferent behavior, felt himself forced to leave the manage- 
ment of the theater as result of it, but he did not do so without 
“airing his feelings” in a letter to which Sheridan replied as 
follows: 

If 1 had nor a very opinion of your principles and intentions 

upon all subjects, aiK* a vciy bad opinii.fi of ncr\es and phi- 

joscjphy upon scirne, I should take very ill indeed, the letter I received 
from you this evening. 

That llic management of the thcalie is a situation capable of becoming 
lioubk-soine is information which I do not want, and a discovery which 
1 thought you had made long ago. 

I should be ver\' sorry to write to you gravely on your offer, because 
I must consiiler it as a nervous flight, which it would be as unfriendly 
in me to noti;e .seiiousl\’ as it would be in >cvi seriously to have made it. 

What I aw most serious in is a d^ ^»’iminalion that, while the theatre 
is indebt 'd. and others, for it and i(.r me, are so involved and pressed 
as they are, I will e.xcrt myself, and give every attention and judgment 
in my powder to the establishment of its interests. In you 1 hoped, and 
do hope, to find an assistant, on principles of liberal and friendly con- 
lidenct.’ — I mean confidence that should be above touchiness and reserve, 
and that should trust to me to estimate the value of that assistance. 

If there is anything amiss in your mind ncH arising from the trouble- 
of your situation, it is childish and unmanly not to disclose 
it to me. 'file frankness vvitli which I have ahvav's dealt towards you 
entitles me to expect that you should have done so. 



4 


TAKE A LETTER, PLEASE! 


But I have no reason to believe this to be the case; and, attributing 
your letter to a disorder which I know ought not to be indulged, 1 
prescribe that you shall keep your appointment at the Piazza Coffee- 
house, tomorrow at five, and, taking four bottles of claret instead of 
three, to which in sound health you might stint yourself, forget that 
you ever wrote the letter, as 1 shall that I evisr received it. 

Just as novelists read novels, dramatists dramas, essayists essays, 
poets poems, and so on, so those who are ambitious to write 
personality letters must read widely in the literature of letters. 
George Eliot said that she wrote a letter a day, just to “keep her 
hand in.” It is equally important practice for one to read a per- 
sonality letter a day if he would keep his hand in. And this 
dictum holds for business letter writers just as pointedly as for 
writers of so-called social or friendly letters. The best business 
letters are and must needs be friendly in tone and quality. Many 
of the best friendly letters in literature treat of business subjects, 
among others. The line of demarcation between the business 
letter per se and the friendly letter has heretofore been too 
sharply drawn by both teachers and textbooks. The literary 
letters reproduced in this book almost invariably treat in part if 
not in toto of business interests. 

Classification 

This chapter contains almost one hundred such letters. A few 
strictly business letters are included chiefly for the purpose of 
showing the kinship between the composition of friendly letters 
and that of commercial letters. The categories or classifications 
arc purely arbitrary. Any attempt to classify letters rigidly must 
always fail. They are too individual, if they are worth consid- 
eration at all, to be grouped under anything more than loose and 
approximate headings. And this is true even of the two grand 
divisions of friendly letters and business letters, for they are 
frequently one and the same, or nearly so. But it is convenient 
to talk about this kind and that kind of letter. As a matter of 
fact there are or ought to be as many kinds of letters as there 
are letter subjects or letter writers. The subject-matter of letters 
is as broad and varied as are the processes of human thought 
and activity, and the method of epistolary treatment is as diversi- 
fied as are the manifestations of human personalities. Letters are 
well-nigh universal in scope of subject and in style. The covers 
of a mere book can grasp but comparatively few types. 

The aim in the following departmentalized exposition is simply 
to make the student aware of the extreme importance to him of 
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ransacking the corners of the library — of unearthing and studying 
letters in all periods of literary history and on all subjects under 
the sun — in the sincere effort to improve his own letter compo- 
sition. While all of the letters here included may properly be 
called personality letters (except those, of course, explicitly 
designated otherwise) they are not of equally impressive appeal 
— could not be so, any more than all human beings could possibly 
evince the same degree of personality quality. Moreover, here 
as elsewhere, one’s love may be another’s hate, tho differences 
of opinion are likely to be subjective rather than objective. In 
comparison with all the good letters there are in the world to 
consult, those below are few indeed, but they represent wide 
variety of style and treatment. When Matthew Arnold was 
requested to select for publication those of his letters that he 
considered best, he said that he wanted to select them all. The 
greatest difficulty in assembling the letters in the following pages 
has been the difficulty of rejection, and this must always be the 
case in the embarrassingly rich field of epistolary literature. 
Inasmuch as in all w'orthwhile letters the tone must be friendly, 
it is the subject-matter that decides the classification of a letter 
into one of the two large groups — friendly and business. Hence, 
in the groups of friendly letters in this book will be found some 
business letters, and vice versa. The carry-over quality of style 
from the one to the other is or should be constant, just as very 
often the subject-matter is exactly the same. 

The friendly letter, by which is meant any letter written in 
informal conversational or chatty style from one friend to 
another, should constitute a fair index of the character and per- 
sonality of the one who writes it. The letters of the great in 
literature and history and art, and other fields, to their friends, 
prove just this. They also throw much valuable light upon the 
times in which their writers lived. Such letters have always been 
most important documents in reconstructing historical periods 
authentically. 

There is hardly any limit upon the liberties that may be taken 
in friendly letters by way of ignoring the conventions explained 
on pages 231 to 26^ The college lad may write, sans heading, 
sans closing, sans everything but the actual message itself, 

Dear Dad 

SOS 

PDQ^ 


Sonny Boy 
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And to the informal invitation: ''Will you dine with me on 
Thursday?” even a Lady Dufferin may reply: “Won't I?” 

It is the understandable tone that constitutes the be-all and the 
end-all of friendly correspondence. While exactness of form may 
be by no means so important here as in business correspondence, 
certain rules of organization should nevertheless be observed. 
Merely as a matter of safety, the friendly letter should always 
contain complete heading and inside address. So much precision 
is wise in order to facilitate the return or the forwarding of a 
letter that may accidentally be lost from its envelope. But this 
rule is by no means always observed in friendly letters, as witness 
any good collection. Moreover, the departure from rule in let- 
ters that combine business with friendly affairs often results in 
interesting substitutions. These may be valuable in that they show 
how personal characteristics may be brought to bear upon busi- 
ness details and how even the great of bygone days have recog- 
nized the importance of writing engagingly about such subjects. 

The beautiful letters of long ago are no more, it is frequently 
lamented, for the very evident and sufficient reasons that the 
busy-ness of modern life prevents their being written, and that 
the telegraph and telephone and the radio have made them 
archaic. Also, in increasing numbers there are those persons who 
advise against replying to letters inasmuch as all letters get them- 
selves answered eventually by the march of events! 

But there are more letters written today — if not more good ones — 
than ever before. Inventive genius has accelerated leller output 
just as it has quickened the pace of work in other fields, 
improvement in the quality of letter composition has by no 
means, however, been proportionate to its quantitative produc- 
tion. Some progress has been made, of course, during the past 
quarter of a century owing to the better-letter moxement. But 
the quality of letter composition, both business and friendly, 
leaves much to be desired today. Taste, discretion, common 
sense, correct English are still unfortunately lacking in all too 
many letters that find their way thru the mails. The old beg- 
to-say cliches are disappearing. At least, it is in regard to these 
that perhaps the greatest improvement in letter composition has 
recently been made. 'I'hey can never be abandoned altogether, 
nor is it desirable that they should be, for all human speech tends 
to retain some hackneyed expressions. It must do so by token 
of the very repetition or routine of living habits. IVloreover, a 
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modicum of such terms yields a "homey" and familiar ring to 
conversation, and it cannot be said too often that letters are or 
should be nothing more — surely nothing less — than just good 
conversation. 

Letters — both business and friendly — are still powerful. More 
things arc wrought by them than this world dreams of. Written 
to a public official or to a newspaper, their collective influence 
in a given cause remains today, as formerly, incalculable. 
Epistolary bombardment is now and has for centuries been the 
most irrefutable concrete proof that the pen may be made 
mightier than the sword. 

Business letter composition must be somewhat more tightly drawn 
than friendly letter composition. It must be clear, concise, cor- 
rect, and dignified. It must be nicely adapted to the uses made 
of it, 'fhe musician expresses himself in terms of tone, movement, 
heat, melody, harmony, scale, minor or major key, and the like, 
rhe doctor employs such terms as temperature, pulse, fever, diet, 
mastication, tonic, metabolism, digestion, physic, congestion. 
The electrician talks of volts, watts, ohms, currents, charge, 
positive, negalive, insulation, meter, and so forth. And the busi- 
ness man uses turnover overhead, profit, loss, balance, ledger, 
delivery, sales, clerk, credit, debit, collection, adjustment, per 
cent, and liundrcds of other terms particular to his pursuit. 

Since business is a very general activity, most people being 
engaged in business in one w’a\ or another, the language that 
belongs to it is wn‘del>' used and deserves some consideration on 
the part of those who study English speaking and writing. There 
could be no better training for them in attaining to expression 
that is crisp, strong, and specific. Eor business expression muit 
be kept brief and pointed; other expression should be, but often 
is not, and little may be lost as a consequence. So much depends 
in business dealings upon saying exactly what one has to say, no 
more and no less, that training in business speech and writing 
should bo made training in directness and forthrightness of con- 
duct and manner. Loose expression pertaining to business may 
have serious results — much more serious results than loose expres- 
sion in other channels of speaking and writing. 

Sentences and paragraphs in business expression are as a rule 
shorter than in other composition. Every sentence and every 
paragraph should be made to achieve something. There can be 
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no accidental notes, as in music; there can be no entertaining 
experiment, as in the laboratory; there can be no decorative 
lighting, as in electrical exhibitions. Ideally, every syllable and 
every punctuation mark must be made to count definitely toward 
the accomplishment of a desired end. 

The first excerpt below is not well adapted to the requirements 
of business expression. It is extravagant and elaborate. The 
second one is suitable for business use. It is direct and economi- 
cal. And in this comparative illustration lies the principal 
difference between business writing and general writing. The 
unbusinesslike excerpt is taken from a weekly review for general 
reading. The second is adapted to the columns of a business 
weekly. 

Though the depression has now achieved a literature which begins to 
rival that of the World War, few of the books about it have been widely 
read. The reasons for this are perhaps not difficult to understand. 
The course of events in the last three years has changed so rapicHy that 
it has been difficult for contemporary interpretations to keep pace with 
new developments. Moreover, the conflict with which this literature 
deals is essentially impersonal. There are no heroes and no villains in 
the slow, ruinous decline of commodity prices and the inexorable con- 
traction of bank credit. There are scapegoats. But it is less easy to 
feel certain that any one of them brought about the depression single- 
handedly than that the Kaiser brought about the war, and more diffi- 
cult to make economics interesting to a large audience, even in a 
period of misfortune, than to dramatize diplomacy and battle. 

(150 words) 


Books about the depression are becoming as numerous as those about 
the World War. Few of them, however, are widely read. Events have 
moved too rapidly for interpretation to keep abreast. Depression is 
less personal than war. It has scapegoats but they are not individual- 
ized. Economics is not good theater. (50 words) 

Business expression is primarily objective, that is, it is directed 
specifically to “the other fellow,” to some one beyond the mind 
of the writer or speaker. It is yow-directed. Sometimes, however, 
a writer or a speaker must use the subjective attitude, but he 
must never do it aggressively or conceitedly or otherwise objec- 
tionably. Tone in any sort of expression is of the utmost impor- 
tance, but especially so in business speaking and writing. A high 
tone, a dignified tone, a polite tone, a tolerant tone, an under- 
standing tone, a genial tone — all these are to be cultivated by 
him who would talk and write to men and women in business. 
Any manifestation of smartness, flippancy, irritability, brusque- 
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ness, superiority, weakness, vacillation, unreliability, inertia, 
triteness, is certain to defeat. 

It is frequently said that a business letter should never treat of 
more than one subject. This good rule is sourced in the principle 
of concentration, and this in turn means unity of expression. But 
if it were applied to friendly letters it would take from them in 
most cases that delightfully intimate and gossipy quality that 
makes them such engaging reading. It is, of course, wise in 
writing and speaking of any kind to concentrate upon one subject 
at a time, and it is especially wise in business expression for the 
reason above given, namely, the consequences of a business 
message that is not unified or concentrated may be very serious. 
If it is weakened by diffuseness and incoherence it will not only 
mis-convey meaning but it may also convey actually wrong 
meaning. There is another reason for the rule: Many business 
establishments are highly departmentalized; letters have to be 
routed to those departments to which they belong: it is obviously 
awkward to route a letter that has something in it for the con- 
sideration of two or three departments. 

But like most rules, this one has logical exceptions. A letter 
that the writer is certain will go to one person and one person 
only, may be written seriatim about two or more subjects. An 
applicant for a position would not write one letter telling about 
his education, another about his experience, another about the 
salary he wishes, and so on. It very often happens that two or 
more subjects may be perfectly well handled in one letter. But 
the letter situation in each individual case must be the deciding 
factor. 

Which came first, the business or the friendly letter, cannot be 
decided with finality. The following is sometimes set down as 
the first letter (circa B. C. 1035). David wrote to Job 

Set ye Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, 
and retire ye from him, that he may be smitten, 
and die. 

U Samuel 11:14'15 

The message was sent by Uriah himself who, tho he didn't know 
it, was more or less concerned. It cannot, therefore, be called 
the first friendly letter for it was most wnfriendly. Perhaps it 
had better be classed as the first business letter, for, like most 
other letters in the Old Testament, it is short, succinct, correct, 
concise, concrete, coherent, complete — and it certainly meant 
business. 
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Tho it may be regarded as heresy to say so, the starting point, 
then, for the student of business letter writing may well be the 
study of the best friendly letters to be found in general literature. 
Later he will, of course, be obliged to make such departure from 
them in his letter-writing practice as his special interests dictate. 
It is in the best friendly letters that he will most clearly and 
agreeably learn the very important principle of all kinds of letter 
writing, namely, that the good letter is good conversation set 
down on paper. Bishop llall, in the work above referred to, 
prophesied even in his time ''a new fashion of discourse by 
epistles, new to our language, usual to all others, and, so as 
novelty is never without plea of use, more free, more familiar. 
Thus we do but talk with our friends by our pen, and express 
ourselves no whit less easily, somewhat more digestedly/' 

By no means all authoritative letters that pertain to letter writing 
can be included in this book, but the following by James Howell 
(1595-1666), another of the few early collectors and writers of 
good letters, cannot logically be omitted w^here familiaT conver- 
sational style is discussed. In the compilation of a collection of 
letters Howell contests place for precedence with Bishop Hall 
(see page 2). He issued what is sometimes called the first 
literary collection of letters in English — letters that were really 
literary. He called his book Epistolae Ho-Elianae — Eamiliar 
Letters. It consisted chiefly of letters written to imaginary corre- 
spondents during the author's imprisonment in Fleet Street jail. 
This letter is dated July 25, 1625, at Westminster, and is 
a<ldressed to Sir J. S. at Leeds Castle: 

It was a quaint difference the ancients did pul betwixt a Idler and an 
oration: that the one should be attired like a woman, ihc other like 
a man: the latter of the two is allowed large side robes, as long periods, 
parentheses, similes, examples, and other parts of rhetorical nourishes; 
hut a letter or epistle should be short-coated and closely couched; a 
hungerlin becomes a letter more handsomely than a gown; indeed we 
should write as we speak; and thats a true familiar letter w'liich ex- 
presseth one's mind, as if he were discoursing w'ith the party to whom 
he writes, in succinct and short terms. The tongue anil the pen arc 
both of them interpreters of the mind; but I hold the pen to be the 
more faithful of the two. The tongue in iido posita, being sealed in 
a moist slippery place, may fail and falter in her sudden extemporal 
expressions; but the pen having a greater advantage of premeditation, 
is not so subject to error, and leaves things behind it upon firm and 
authentic record. 

Now letters, though they be capable of any subject, yet commonly 
they are either narratory, objurgatory, consolatory, monitory, or 
congratulatory. The first consists of relations, the second of repre- 
hensions, the third of comfort, the two last of counsel and Joy; there 
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are some who in lieu of letters write homilies: they preach when they 
should epistolizc; there are others that turn them to tedious tractates: 
this is to make letters degenerate from their true nature. 

Some modern authprs there are who have exposed their letters to the 
world, hut most of them, I mean among your Latin epistolizers, go 
freighted with mere Bartholomew ware, with trite and trivial phrases 
only, lifted with pedantic shreds of school-boy verses. Others there 
are among our next transmarine neighbours eastw'ard, who write in 
their own language, but their style is so soft and easy, that their 
letters may be said to be like bexlies of loose flesh without sinews, 
they have neither joints of art nor arteries in them; they have a kind 
of simpering and lank hectic expressions, made up of a bombast of 
words and finical affected compliments only. I cannot well away 
with such flcazy stuff, w'ilh such cobweb-compositions, where there is 
no strength of matter, nothing for the reader to carry away with him 
that may enlarge the notions of his soul. One shall hardly find an 
apophthegm, example, simile, or any thing of philosophy, history, or 
solid knowledge, or as much as one new created phrase in a hundred 
of them; aiui to draw any observations out of them, were as if one 
went about to distil cream out of froth; insomuch that it may be 
said of them, what was said of the Echo, "that she’s a mere sound 
and nothing else.” 

I return you your Balzac bv this t»earer: and when I found those 
letters wherein he is so familiar with his King, so flat; and those to 
Richelieu so puffed w'ilh prophanc hyperboles and larded up and 
down with such gross flatteries, I forebore him further. So 1 am your 
most affectionate servitor, 

But if the student of bp iness letter writing is certain to find 
much of value for his guidance in friendly letters, he is certain 
also to find something in them to avoid. I'he major quality of 
style of friendly letters is or shouL* be ease. The major quality 
of style of business letters is pre.ision. These are to a large 
extent contradictory qualities. Ease is usually acquired by throw- 
ing staid conventions Ic the dogs in order to be intimate, chatty, 
meandering, disconnectt%l, incoherent — anything and everything 
but precise and businesslike. The friendly letter is what is some- 
times called running conversation. Its ver}^ engagingness derives 
in its running on and on, just as na ural exchange of conversation 
lakes up and drops topic after topic in ‘'gracious garrulity” and 
“vivacious verbosity.” The delightful letters of Lady Mary 
Wortley Montagu and Madame de Sevigne so richly prove this. 
And just in proportion as a friendly letter fails in these qualities, 
IS it likely to become stale, flat, and unprofitable. 

But chat and incoherence and meandering will never, never do in 
the business letter. It should be kept conversational in style. 
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but somewhat more formally so. It should have the quality of 
ease, but this must never be permitted to mean looseness. Busi- 
ness letters are rarely written at leisure or as a recreation, as 
friendly letters are. They have to be “got out*'; they are part 
of the day's routine; correspondence must be “cleaned off" the 
desk. The consequence is that they tend to go to the opposite 
extreme of friendly letter style, and become stereotyped and 
cliche (see page 111). Pressure of time makes for haste in their 
production, and this in turn unconsciously induces “frozen 
phraseology." 

The second part of the term letter writing is thus seen to be a 
misnomer to a large extent. Letter talking is better, and it is 
this term that should always be kept in mind by the writer. Let 
him always remember that he is just talking, and that he is 
setting his talk down in black and white only because geography 
makes it necessary to do so. It is a good thing for a business 
man to say to his stenographer, “Now, please, I want to ttlk to 

Mr. for a few minutes about the price of our gasoline 

engines." This may beget the conversational mood — the inter- 
view spirit — and make living, breathing, personality letters more 
easily possible. In a few years, indeed, he may be able to con- 
cretize a letter situation by turning on a television attachment 
to his dictation machine and thus talk face to face with his 
addressee. This should go a long way toward making his letters 
PLUS rather than minus, no matter to whom written, no matter 
how delicate or how irksome their subjects. 


Illustration 

A student engaged in writing a thesis on a commercial subject 
addressed a courteous letter to two prominent business houses in 
his community, asking for a little help in his work. One house 
answered him thus: 

We wish we could help you in this interesting undertaking of yours, 
and perhaps we may be able to do so later. 

The one member of our firm best qualified to assist is now in Curope. 
He will return within the month, and we shall put him in touch with 
you just as soon as he arrives. 

In the meantime why don't you address Hutchinson, Brown, and 
Company, 374 Pierson Avenue? They, too, have had some experi- 
ence with the sort of enterprise you are studying. 
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The other house replied as follows: 

Regret to say that we cannot be of assistance in the work you men- 
tion in your favor of 18 inst. 

The former is a quick, alive, alert, cooperative, and conversa- 
tional message. The latter is a dead letter; it says nothing and 
worse than nothing, and it does so in a curt and impolite manner. 
It has no survival value. It constitutes unearned detriment 
rather than unearned increment. It is minus rather than plus. It 
represents waste of effort, of postage, and of stationery. 

The three following letters represent mere compliance with the 
give-and-take letter situation, and are little more than feed for 
the file, that merited morgue for lifeless letters that rarely enjoy 
resurrection. Dead letters are written — as would be expected — in 
the language of cliche (see page 111) with a free sprinkling of 
incorrect grammar, spelling, punctuation, diction, and so forth. 
These three notes may be said to be “conspicuously and pre- 
eminently dead”: 

Yours of the 15 inst. at hand and contents duly noted. 

In reply would say that your opinion in the matter will he given very 
careful consideration. 


Permit me to state that your application is received. 

Regret to report that there is no opening at present time, but your 
letter will be kept on file for future reference. 


In reply to your esteemed favor of 2nd. ult. beg to say that we greatly 
appreciate your interest in the matter of which you wrote, and that 
we shall keep your letter in our files for consideration at such time in 
the future as we may have occasion to require it. 


It is the letter — or the figuring — that kills in many business com- 
munications, especially those sometimes written by financial 
companies. Complication or befuddlement is not the word for 
it. “I guess ril cancel that there policy, Mary Ann,” said Farmer 
Korn I'osscl to his wife, “ 'cause I haint never had the advantages 
of higher 'rithrnetic and I jest can’t make the goshdurned thing 
cut!” This dead letter justified his discouragement: * 

* Used by permission of The New Yorker. 
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Re: PaLiCY #3,543,164— On Your Life 

With reference to your recent request for a change to the Twenty 
Payment Life plan under your above numbered policy we wish to 
say that the change has been approved. Before proceeding with the 
change, however, we must ask you to remiif J2.88 to Mr. Altered Ames, 
our metropolitan cashier, at 301 Lenox Avenue, New York City. 

In our adjustment under the change we have allowed you 1495.75 
which represents the difference in cash values between the I -if teen 
Year Endowment plan and the Twenty Payment Life plan. We have 
credited you with the deposit of $7.06 made on account of extension 
of the premium to March 30, 1936. A charge of $498.30 has been 
made to reduce the outstanding loan of $687.21 to $19^.26, the maxi- 
mum loan value of the new policy, and to pay 129 days' interest of 
$10.35 on the part of the loan repaid. We have charged you the 
quarterly premium of $7.25 on the Twenty Payment Life basis due 
January 30, 1936, plus $0.14 which amount is required to extend the 
Ac3 and D5 features from January 30, 1936, to March 2, 1936. The 
various charges aggregate $505.69; the allowance of $495.75 plus the 
deposit of $7.06 equals $502.81. The difference between $505.69 and 
$502.81 is $2.88, the amount wc have asked you to remit to ogr metro- 
politan cashier. 

Your policy and request for change will be held in our Suspense Pile 
pending payment of the required amount to our metropolitan cashier. 

The following claim letter is written in such ironic vein as to 
invite the wrong sort of reply. In spite of great provocation, the 
claimant would have done better to ''complain cheerfully.** 

For the fifth time permit me to tell you that 1 am Mr. Harold 
Bronson, not Mrs., as >ou have been addressing me for the past six 
months. \’our persistence in making this error certainly evinces a 
very lax supervision of empl(>yee.s and their work. 

For the third time I am obliged to call your attention to the fact 
that my addre.sa is 324 llnverill Avenue, not Haverill Street, as you 
have insisted upon having it in your communications to me for the 
past four months. Exactness in writing names and places should be 
made of first importance, I should think, in any business that has to 
do with financial dealings. 

Your masterpieces in error, however, seem to be made in connection 
with the computation and addition of interest to my monthly state- 
ments. In March and April you failed to add it in at all. in May 
you computed it incorrectly. 1 wTote you on the receipt of each 
monthly statement, but to no avail evidently, for along comes my 
.statement in June with the interest incorrectly computed again. .And 
the March and April interest computations aic still behind! 

I should think your looseness in conducting your business W'ould in- 
vite people to close accounts with you. It invites me to do so, and 
I accept the invitation. 
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Is it any wonder that the bank sent him the following dead 
adjustment? 

Thank you for calling our attention to the errors made by this bank 
in connection with your account. 

We are correcting your name and address in our files, as per your 
request, and enclosing corrected statements for the months mentioned 
in your letter. 

We trust that you will not have occasion again to express dissatis- 
faction with the service that we are rendering. 


Thin is ibe live adjustment he might have received had his claim 
been somczvhat more tact fully phrased. 

You are entirely right, Mr. Bronson, in writing us as you have done. 
Indeed, 30U ha\e been more than patient with us, and we could not 
blame >ou at all were you to wdlhdraw your account and sever all 
relations with our bank. We could not blame you — but W'e should 
be extremely sorry if you did so. Please reconsiiler your “acceptance 
of the invitation"' and give us just one more trial? 

Serious and annoying as these errors have been to you, Mr. Bronson, 
w'c nevertheless feel that even they should not be permitted to break 
up a relationship that has been continuous for three generations of 
the lironson family. You have too much at stake with us, and we 
with you. V'our interests have been identified wdth our own for so 
long a lime that any breach at this late dav would be little short of 
a calamity for both of us. You are substantially written in six dif- 
ferent departments of this bank — investment, foreign, loan, savings, 
trust, and depository. Ti\ , has meant a great ilcal to us. We be- 
lieve that the relationship has meant a little something to you. 

Mistakes will happen even among fronds, even in the most meticulous 
of business institutions, such as ban)' s. 'N’our name and address have 
now been indelibly conected, we think, and checked in every depart- 
ment. ^'ou may see them, stamped in gold, on the flexible leather 
checkbook that w'e enclose. This checkbook, by the way, is some- 
thing new under the sun: It contains one hundred blank checks, six 
tabulatetl pages for securities records, and a section for day-by-day 
income ta.x calculations. Please accept this with our compliments, 
and when you desire more of the same kindly let us know'. 

Enclosed also arc corrected statemeii*' of your running account for 
March, April, May, and June, w'ith interest at current rate com- 
pounded. riicrc is positively^no excuse for such serial error as this. 
W'e arc extremely embarrassed and humbled by it. The next time 
that you are in our ncighborholod we hope that you will come in to 
see us so that we may, among other things, express to you personally 
our regrets and oui apologies. 

The following letters illustrate what may be done by a good 
correspondent to handle a difficult situation. The history of the 
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case as courteously contributed to this book by the company 
concerned, is, briefly, as follows: 

An order was received from this customer, calling for a belt which was 
to have certain holes punched in it before it left the factory. We shipped 
the belt and billed the customer for it. Then we discovered that we 
had not billed him for punching the holes, ^ an invoice was sent to 
him to cover the labor of punching. 

Now, as a matter of fact, the belt had been shipped without the holes 
being punched, so you can see that he was pretty well stirred up when 
he received the invoice for something we had not done. The corre- 
spondent who handled the case had never seen or heard of the customer. 
All he had to go on was the claim letter itself. He studied that care- 
fully and decided that a very informal, in fact, an almost colloquial 
reply would be the best to use. The incident happened after the football 
game referred to, so this was used as an illustration. 

The letter not only did the job and retained the customer, but the corre- 
spondent later found out that the man is quite a lover of sports; so 
you see he hit the nail on the head, by carefully studying the letter in 
order to determine the type of man who wrote it and, consequently, the 
type of reply that would appease him. 

I answer your letter of May 17, with invoice of May 11, in which you 
say, '*Our original invoice was incorrectly billed inasmuch as the 
charge for punching 574 holes was omitted.** At one cent per hole 
|5,74. 

How do you get that way? OMITTED IS RIGHT. It was the holes 
you omitted. 

See Mr 's letter of March 28 saying he understood from the 

template just how the holes were to be punched. All was well and 
we felt satisfied. Try to imagine what happened. We were all set 
to install this belt at night, inasmuch as it was delayed in arriving. 
It came late one afternoon — the writer was at dinner. At six p.m. the 
phone rang and I was told they could not put the belt on, because 
there were no holes punched for the bolts. Oh Boy, it sure did spoil 
a good evening for the writer, and you cannot imagine all that was 

said about the Company and the branch. The 

writer finally located the hardware man, and we went to his store 
and bought all the belt punches he had. Then we worked until one- 
thirty a m. getting these holes punched. And after all this, to have a 
bill from you at this time for OMITTING punching! You have the 
omitted in the wrong place. It will be a long time before we forget 
about it. No, we did not write you. We wrote you two letters, but 
they were not fit to go through the mail, so we destroyed them and 
forgot the matter until your letter and invoice were received in today's 
mail. Now, since you’ve started the ball rolling, enclosed find our 
invoice for labor installing holes which YOU OMITTED. The writer 
has made no charge for his time — the lost evening was charged up to 
profit and experience — "more experience than profit." 

Mr —do you know any more good jokes? 
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Your letter of May 20 is appreciated, although it tells us of a con- 
dition for which we have no excuse, but can only offer our apologies. 

The mistake you mentioned is so ridiculous that it would indeed be 
funny had it not caused you such a serious upset. Of course our 
invoice of 5/11 is entirely out of order and you are quite right in 
billing us as you did on May 20 for the labor involved in doing what 
we should have done. You may rest assured our invoice will be 
canceled and yours allowed. 

This thing came about as a result of one of those plain, damn-fool 
mistakes that human beings will occasionally make. You probably 
remember that in the Georgia School of Technology-University of 
California football game last season, Riegels picked up the ball and 
actually carried it for many yards toward the wrong goal thereby 
losing the game for California. They said he was in a da/ed con- 
dition but you will probably remember he was able to run pretty 
fast; so I think this is a good illustration of what a crazy blunder 
persons will sometimes make. 

Riegels has heard plenty as a result of this fluke and you can just bet 
that the man in our plant who failed to punch these holes has been 
talked to plenty for his blunder. We are not firing him because 
another fellow might do the same thing, and we feel sure this man 
will profit by his mistake and contribute his share toward good service 
in the future. 

Probably by this time the fact that your good dinner was spoiled has 
passed somewhat out of the picture, but 1 want to tell you right here 

that if you are in any time soon I hope you will give me 

the pleasure of buying you the best dinner we can find around these 

parts, and if I get to before you are up this way, all I ask 

IS that you show the way to a good place. 

In closing I want to assure you that the experience you have had in 

this instance is not typical of service. Actually, every one at 

the plant and in the branch is doing his level best to take 

care of our customers in a way that will be pleasing to them. We 
sincerely hope that we may continue to enjoy your business, not 
merely because of the dollars involved, but also because we seek 
opportunity to demonstrate to you the dependable service with which 
we honestly try to back up the various products of this company. 


Apology 

Any explanation that clarifies misunderstanding and retracts 
offense may properly be regarded as a letter of apology. As in 
oral apology, so in letter apology, it is the tone and spirit of the 
expression that constitutes the be-all and the end-all. The words 
sorry, pardon, forgive, apologue, and their synonyms, may or 
may not be used. If genuine feeling is conveyed, nothing more 
is necessary. Letters of apology are by no means always easy to 
write, however, no matter how sincere the feeling behind them 
may be. Those below are in ail cases good and, in most, excellent. 
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Samuel Pepys (1633-1703) wrote the following letter to John 
Evelyn, a contemporary diarist, regarding the return of two books 
(manuscripts). Literary historians have called this only an 
^'apology of sorts'* and have insisted that Pepys did not appear 
to be so sorry as he ought to have been! But the letter is after 
all a thoroly clean-cut and dignified statement of the facts, and it 
reveals, however tardily, an all-too-rare conscientiousness about 
returning borrowed literature. 

The labt being Confession, this in all good conscience should be Resti- 
tution Week; and, as far as I am able, the first act of it shall be the 
acquitting myself honestly towards you, in reference to that vast 
treasure of papers which I had had of yours so many years in my 
hands, in hopes of that otium’^ I have now for three years been 
master of, but on conditions easily to be guessed at; and it is not above 
three weeks since I have taken the liberty of remanding any of them 
within my reach. Out of these I have made shift to collect all that 
relate to the State concernment in the ministry of Sir R. Browne, and 
those of your own growth towards the History of onr Dutch War, 
1665, w'hich, with that which followed it into 1672, 1 wish I could see 
put together by your hand, as greatly suspecting they ^^11 prove the 
last instances of the sea actions of this nation, which will cither bear 
telling at all, or be worthy of such an historian as Mr. hvelyn. 

Another piece of restitution I have to make you is your Columna 
Trajani, which, out of a desire of making the most use of. with the 
greatest care to my eyes, I put out unfortunately to an unskilful hand 
for the washing its prints with some thin stain to abate the loo strong 
lustre of the paper; in the execution whereof part of it suffered so 
much injury, that not know'ing with what countenance to return it. 
I delermineil upon making you amends by the first fair book I could 
meet with; but with so ill success, that notwithstanding all my indus- 
try, at auctions and otherwise, 1 have only been able to lay eye on one, 
fair or foul, at Scott’s, and that wholly wanting the historical part. 
Sir P. Lely, whose book it was, contenting himself with so much and 
no more, as touched the profession of a painter without that of a 
scholar. 1 have, therefore, thought it more religious to restore so 
great a jewel as your own book, even with this damage. 

Perhaps the following letter by Daniel Defoe (1661f-173I) to 
John Dyer on June 17, 1710, is more properly a letter of respite 
or armistice than of apology. Defoe and Dyer were engaged in 
political writing for opposing parties. The omission of ''person- 
alities" — mud-slinging is the current term — for which Defoe 
pleads has the modern note in it that characterises sc much of his 
voluminous output. 

Mr. Dyer, 

I have your letter. I am rather glad to find you put it upon the 
trial w'ho was the aggressor, than justify a thing which I am sure 

* Leisure. 
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you cannot approve; and in this I assure you I am far from injuring 
you, and refer you to the time when long since you had wrote: 7 
was fled from justice: one Sammon being taken up for printing a libel, 
and I being then on a journey, nor the least charge against me for 
being concerned in it by anybody but your letter; also many unkind 
personal reflections on me in your letter, when I was in Scotland, on 
the affair of the Union, and 1 assure >ou when my paper had not 
in the least mentioned >oii, and those I refer to time and date for 
the proof of. I mention this only in defence of my last letter, in 
which 1 said no more in it than to let you see I did not merit such 
treatment, and could nevertheless be content to render any service* 
lo you, tho’ I thought myself hardly used. 

But to state the matter fairly between you and me, a writing for 
different interests, and so possibly coming under an unavoidable 
necessity of jarring in several cases: I am ready to make a fair truce 
of honour with you (viz.) that if what either party is doing, or says, 
that may clash with the party w^e are for and urges us to speak, it 
shall be done without naming either's name, and without personal 
reflections, and thus we may differ still, and yet preserve the Chris- 
tian and the gentleman. 

This, I think, is an offer may satisfy you. 1 have not been desirous ol 
giving just offence to 3'ou, neither would I to any man however I may 
differ from him: and I see no tcason whv I should affront a man's 
person because 1 do not join w'ith him in principle. I please myself 
with being the first proposer of so fair a treaty with you, because I 
believe, as you cannot deny its being very honourable, so it is not 
less so in coming first from me, who, I believe, could convince you 
of mv having been the first and the most ill-treated — for further 
proof I refer you to vcmr letters, at the time I was threatened with 
by the Envoy of tie King of Stveden, However, Mr. Dyer, this is 
a method which may end wi.al is past, and prevent what is future: 
and if refused, the future part I am sure cannot lye at my door. . . . 
Wishing you success in all things (your opinions of Government 
excepted), 

1 am, your humble servant, 

, Defoe 

This forthright explanation of his attitude was penned by 
Richard Steele (1672-1729) to his second wife, on August 12, 
17 QS, Swift wrote to his Stella that ''Steele i: governed by his 
wife aboniinably/’ But it is now generally agreed that her dom- 
ination was exacUy what ‘'Dick's'' undable and erratic nature 
needed to keep him to some degree of regularity in his work. 
This is a case in which clarification of an issue constitutes the 
best sort of apology. (See page 3 in regard to the last sentence 
in this letter.) 

Madam, 

I have your letter wherein vou let me know that the little dispute 
we have had is far from being a 'f rouble to you. Nevertheless I 
assure vou. anv disturbance betweene us is the greatest affliction lo 
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me imaginable. You talk of the Judgement of the World, 1 shall 
never Govern my Acttions by y*, but by the rules of morality and 
Right reason. 1 Love you better than the light of my Eyes, or the 
life blood in my Heart; but when I have lett you know that you 
are also to understand that neither my sight shall be so far inchanted, 
nor my affection so much master of me as to make me forgett our 
common Interest. To attend my businesse as 1 ought, and improve 
my fortune, it is necessary that my time and my Will should be 
under no direction but my own. Pray give my most Humble Service 
to Mrs. Binns. I Write all this rather to explain my own thoughts 
to you than answer your letter distinctly. 1 eijclose it to you that 
upon second thoughts you may see the disrespectfull manner in which 
you treat 

Y' Affectionate Eaithfull Husband: 


I^ine days before he died Robert Burns (1759-1796) wrote as 
follows to George Thomson for a loan. Whether the letter is 
more of an apology than of a solicitation, the reader will have 
to decide. Thomson was a music publisher, and Burns had 
written lyrics for him from time to time. Rumor had it that 
Burns had been underpaid by Thomson for this work but this 
has since been proved unjust. This letter (written on July 12. 
1796, nine days before the poefs death) exaggerated Burns' needs 
jxt the moment, but the loan requested was immediately sent by 
Thomson. 

After all my boasted independence, curst necessity compels me to 
implore you for five pounds. A cruel scoundrel of a haberdasher, to 
whom I owe an account, taking it into his head that 1 am dying, 
has commenced a process, and will infallibly put me into jail. Do, 
for God's sake, send me that sum, and that by return of post. Toigive 
me this earnestness, but the horrors of a jail have made me half dis- 
tracted. 1 do not ask all this gratuitously ; for, upon returning health, 
1 hereby promise and engage to furnish you with five pounds' worth 
of the neatest song-genius you have seen. I tried my hand on Rothie- 
murchie this morning. The measure is so difficult that it is impos- 
sible to infuse much genius into the lines; they are on the other side. 
Forgive, forgive me! 

The letter below was written by Charles Lamb (1775-1834) to 
Walter Wilson on August 14, 1801. Wilson had been a colleague 
of Lamb's at India House. Wilson and Lamb and others returned 
to London one night by boat. Lamb indulged some wild antics 
on the boat, placing members of the party in imminent danger 
■of ducking if nothing worse. Wilson later wrote Lamb a letter 
jof remonstrance. This was Lamb's apologetic reply: 

I am extremely sorry that any serious differences should subsist 
be tween us, on account of some foolish behaviour of mine at Rich- 
you knew me well enough before, that a very little liquor will 




21 


THE QUICK AND THE DEAD 

I beg you to impute my conduct solely to that, and not to any 
deliberate intention of offending you, from whom 1 have received so 
many friendly attentions. 1 know that you think a very important 
difference in opinion with respect to some more serious subjects be- 
tween us makes me a dangerous companion: but do not rashly infer, 
from some slight and light expressions which I may have made use 
of in a moment of levity, in your presence, without sufficient regard 
to your feelings — do not conclude that 1 am an inveterate enemy to 
all religion. 1 have had a time of seriousness, and I have known the 
importance and reality of a religious belief. Latterly, I acknowledge, 
much of my seriousness has gone off, whether from new company, 
or some other new associations; but 1 still retain at bottom a con- 
viction of the truth, and a certainty of the usefulness of religion. I 
will not pretend to more gravity of feeling than 1 at present possess; 
mv intention is not to persuade you that any great alteration is prob- 
able in me; sudden converts are superficial and transitory; 1 only 
want you to believe that 1 have stamina of seriousness within me, 
and that 1 desire nothing more than a return of that friendly inter- 
course which u.sed to .subsist between us, but which my folly has 
suspended. 

Perhaps more apologies have been evoked by umbrellas than by 
anything else. This one, written by Henry Wadsworth Long- 
fellow (1807-1882) to James T. Fields on March 3, 1863, a 
little masterpiece of its kind. 

1 was ashamed this morning to send the expressman to \'our door in 
quest of an old umbrella, not unlike that which accompanied and 
consoled the exiled king of France in his flight to Fngland. Never- 
theless, 1 did send; for it is a lineal descendant of King Cotton, and 
is of that particularly audacious kind that never says “I ost." In the 
hands of a modern “sensuous” poet the handle would become pearl 
(daughter, not mother of) and the rest would be of a “tissue from 
the IcKims of Samarcofld.’’ Finallv, it is the one I keep to lend to 
lecturers at the Lowell Institute, and the like; and, though verv dis- 
sipated, is worth reclaiming. Accept my apology and believe me» 
or not, 

The following letter of apology was written by Mark Twain 
(1835-1910) to the wife of (hover Cleveland, then President of 
the United States, on his mistaking the day of his appointment 
with her for a dinner party in Bridgeport, Connecticut. Note 
how the incoherence, deliberately built into the compositiofi of 
the letter, enhances the confusion of mind that he wishes to 
convey. The letter was written at Hartford, Connecticut, 
November 6, I8S7.'*‘ 

I do not know how it is in the White House, but in this house of 
ours w'henever the minor half of the administration tries to run itself 
without the help of th< major half it gets aground. Last night when 
I was offered the opportunity' to assist you in the throwing open of 
Used by permission of Harper and Brothers. 
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the Warner brothers superb benefaction in Bridgeport to those for- 
tunate women, 1 naturally appreciated the honor done me, and 
promptly seized my chance. I had an engagement, but the circum- 
stances washed it out of my mind. If 1 had only laid the matter 
before the major half of the administration on the spot, there would 
have been no blunder; but 1 never thought of that. So when I 
did lay it before her, later, 1 realized once more that it will not 
do for the literary fraction of a combination to try to manage affairs 
which properly belong in the office of the business bulk of it. I 
suppose the President often acts just like that: goes and makes an 
impossible promise, and you never find it oiU until it is next to 
impossible to break it up and set things straight again. Well, that 
is just our way, exactly — one half of the admini.stration always busy 
getting the family into trouble, and the other half busy getting it out 
again. And so we do seem to be all pretty much alike after all. 

The fact is, 1 had forgotten that vye were to have a dinner party on 
that Bridgeport date — I thought it was the next day: which is a 
good deal of an improvement for me, because 1 am more used to 
being behind a day f>r two than ahead. But that is just the difl'erence 
betw'een one end of this kind of an administration and the other end 
of it, as you have noticed, yourself — the other end does not forget 
these things. Just so with a funeral; if it is the man’s funeral, he is 
most alwa\'s there, of course — but that is no credit to him, he woukln’t 
be there if you depended on him to remember about it; whereas, if 
on the other hantl — but 1 seem to have got off from my line of 
argument somehow'; never minil about the iPuncral. ()f cc'urse Uam 
not meaning to say anything against iunerals — that is. as occasions — 
mere occasions — for as diversions! don't think they amount to much. 
But as I W’as saving— if you are not busy 1 will look back and see 
whai it was I was saying. 

I don't .seem to find the place, but anyway she was as sorry as ever 
anybfxly could be that 1 could not go to Bridgeport, but there was 
no help for it. And I, 1 have been not (jnly sorry but very sincerely 
ashamed oi having made an engagement to go without first making 
sure that 1 could keep it, and I do not know' how to apologize enough 
for my heedless breach of gotxl manners. 

In the latter part of 1917 a writer, who had been sent abroad by 
a publishing house, bad the experience related in the following 
letter, when he had finished his assignment and was ready to 
come home. The letter was ivritten by his employer in New York. 

You were in London, booked to come home. 

Thru the stupidity of our London office you w'ere put to the incon- 
venience of going up to Liverpool, supposedlv to take a boat directly 
to New York. 

On arriving there vou received a wire from our London office telling 
you to return to London and proceed thence to Brest to take passage 
to New York. 

You did this, and then found that the boat touched at Southampton 
where you should have been sent in the first place. 
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We apologize for all this bungling, and we enclose a check to cover 
the extra expense that the run-around must have cost you. We are 
sorry that we canncjt reimburse you for the trouble and annoyance 
you must have suffered — with characteristic patience, for w'e haven't 
heard a word from you about all this. 

The only possible excuse, we fancy, is the customary one nowadays — 
the war has turned everything and everybody topsy-turvy. But that's 
not enough for us in this miserable case. 

Appreciation 

Letters of admiration, dedication, general satisfaction and 
appioval are more or less arbitrarily set apart here as letters of 
appreciation in contradistinction to such letters as specifically 
express thanks, apology, invitation, congratulation, and con- 
dolence. These latter are, of course, letters of appreciation, too, 
but always in a somewhat more special and individual sense 
(compare, for instance. Lamb’s letter below with the Lamb 
letters on pages 02 and 9-1). But neither the difference nor 
the distinction is to be too preciously insisted upon. And, after 
all, the letters themselves are all that matter. 

fobn of Chrysoslom (ci)ca 317-407) addressed this letter to 
Castus, Diopbantus, Cyriacus, Antioebus, Prcd)yters of Antioch, 
Note especially the gracious opening of ibis letter. 

I have seldom written to y(»u in words, but in thought and sentiment 
continually and freciuently. Do not then consider yourselves as 
receiving only so many epistles as conic to \ou in ink and on paper, 
but as many as go forth from the will and the purpose of the mind. 
r*or if you do but reckon them in this wiiv, letters have been dis- 
patched To YOU like showers of snow' — in numlser. But if there is 
no one to be the bearer of them, my si’ence is not to he ascribed to 
iny neglect, hut to the difiiculiies C)f the circumstances in which 1 am 
placed. \nd this 1 say, tliat whether I write or am silent, you may 
think the same of the sentiments witli which I regard you and your 
concerns, l or wheresoever 1 am, 1 carry alwa>s about with me, the 
remembrance of >'ou cngraYed on mv mind. 1 acknowledge with 
great thankfulness' the kindne^s so creditable to with which you 
have received the good monk, and rendereti those more benevolently 
disposed towards him who were so unreasonably bent upon disputing 
and contending with him. I tlid not lightly affirm, nor out of ary 
flattery towards you, that if myriads ol ^vaY'es were to be stirred up 
around you, Y-aiir tranquillity vvoiild bo undisturbed. For those who 
so easily present the shipwreck of others, will doubtless keep them- 
selves out of the danger of storms. Favor me with frequent reports 
of your welfare; for yuii know' how anxious I am for intelligence on 
this subject. Such, iiuteed, is the efficaev of Your letters, when they 
bring me the news of your health, that by whatever sonuws. troubles, 
vexations, and daily deaths 1 am beset, when I receive letters from 
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you I am iranspiortecl with joy, and gather from them the greatest 
consolation. It is the property and eflFect of letters, to refresh and 
revive, with such intelligence, those who are deprived by distance 
of personal communication. 


The following dedicatory letters were addressed to the Right 
Honorable Henry Wriothesly, Earl of Southampton and Baron 
of Titchfield, by William Shakespeare (1564-1616). Southampton 
was probably the only substantial patron that Shakespeare had, 
at one time giving him as much as one thousand pounds to enable 
him to consummate a purchase that he wished to make. The first 
letter is the dedication to ** Venus and Adonis”; the second, to 
”Lucrece.” 

I 2 


Right Honourable, 

I know not how I shall offend in 
dedicating my unpolished lines to 
vour lordship, nor how the world 
will censure me for choosing so 
strong a prop to support so weak 
a burden: only, if your honour 
seem but pleased, I account myself 
highly praised, and vow to take ad- 
vantage of all idle hours, till 1 have 
honoured you with some graver 
labour. But if the first heir of my 
invention prove deformed, 1 shall 
be sorry it had so noble a god- 
father, and never after ear so bar- 
ren a land, for fear it yield me still 
so bad a harvest. I leave it to 
our honourable survey, and your 
onour to your heart's content; 
which I wish may always answer 
our own wish and the world's 
opeful expectation. 

Your honour's in all duty, 
William Shakespeare 


Right Honourable, 

The love I dedicate to your Lord- 
ship is without end; whereof this 
pamphlet, without beginning, is but 
a superfluous moiety. The warrant 
1 have of your honourable disposi- 
tion, not the worth of my^ un- 
tutored lines, makes it assured of 
acceptance. What 1 have done is 
yours; what 1 have to do is yours; 
being part in all I ' have, devoted 
yours. Were my worth greater, my 
duty w'ould show greater; mean- 
time, as it is, it is bound lo your 
Lordship, to whom I wish long life, 
still lengthened with happiness. 

Your lordship's in all duty, 
William Shakespeare 


John Suckling (1609-1642) was a renowned gallant and gamester 
in the England of his day. He was the darling of the Court, 
made so largely by the clever turns and twists that characterised 
his popular songs and ballads. This letter, written by him '*To 
a Nobleman,” has been called superlative example of epistolary 
courtliness.” 

Your humble servant had the honour to receive from your hand a 
letter, and had the grace upon the sight of it to blush; I but then 
found my own negligence, and but now have the opportunity to ask 
pardon for it. We have ever since been upon a march, and the places 
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we have come to, have afforded rather blood than ink; and of all 
things, sheets have been the hardest to come by, especially those ol 
paper. If these few lines shall have the happiness to kiss your hand, 
they can assure you, that he who sent them knows no one to whom 
he owes more obligation than to your Lordship, and to whom he 
would more willingly pay it; and that it must be no less than neces^iiy 
itself that can hinder him from often presenting it. Germany hath 
no whit altered me; 1 am still the humble servant of my lord that I 
was; and when I cease to be so, 1 must cease to be 

Your most humble obedient servitor, 

Sir William Temple (1628-1689) wrote this 'note of gratitude to 
his friend and be'nefactor, the Grand Duke of Tuscany. It is 
typical of the gracious and courtly acknowledgment of favors 
written in the early centuries by aspirants for place or recognition, 
to titled persons with power. 

I should not have satisfied myself barely to resent all the favours of 
your most serene highness, and particular!}' the honour of your last 
of September thirtieth, if I were any way capable of acknowledging 
them as 1 ought, either by mv expressions or my services. But your 
highness being pleased to oblige so many ways so unprofitable a per- 
son. can hope for no other returns than the pleasure of your own 
generosity, and the devotion of a heart so grateful as mine . . . 

Joseph Addison (1672-1719) wrote the following from Geneva 
(July 1702) to Chamberlain Dashwood. The facetious quality of 
Addisons expression of appreciation, as well as its classical ele- 
gance, makes of the letter a little eighteenth-century masterpiece. 
The Latin quotation means 'Tt is not permitted to any one soever 
to have a nose”! 

About three days ago Mr. Bocher put a verv pretty snuff-box in my 
hand. I was not a little pleased to hear that it belonged to myself, 
and was much more so when I found it was a present from a gentle- 
man that 1 have so great an honor for. You did not probably foresee 
that it would draw on the trouble of letter, but you must blame 
yourself for it. For my part, 1 can no more accept of a snuff-box 
without returning my acknowledgments, than I can take snuff without 
sneezing after it. This last 1 must own to you is so great an absurdity 
that I should be ashamed to confess it, were 1 not in hopes of correct- 
ing it very speedily. I am observed to have my box oftener in my 
hand than those that have been used to one these twenty years, for I 
can’t forbear taking it out of my pocket whenever I think of Mr. 
Dashwocxl. You know Mr. Ray*; recommends snutf as a great provoca- 
tive to wit, h it you may prc>diice this letter as a standing evidence 
against him. 1 have since the beginning of it taken above a dozen 
pinches, and still find myself much mcire inclined to sneeze than to 
jest. From whence I conclude that wit and tobacco are not insep- 
arable, or, to make a pun of it, iho' a man ma\' be master of a 
snuff-box. 

Non cuicunque datum est habere nasum. 
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I should be afraid of being thought a pedant for my quotation, did 
not I know that the gentleman I am writing to always carries a 
Horace in his pocket. But whatever you may think me, pray, sir, 
do me the justice to esteem me 

Your most 

No one could say, after reading the following letter, that David 
Garrick, the actor, was not appreciated by the author of it, 
Laurence Sterne (17I3-176S). Garrick had ‘been living on the 
Continent for two years. His wife, Violette, whom Sterne refers 
to as ''My Minerva had been a steadying influence in Sterne* s 
almost constant struggle with the sentimental part of his nature. 
Powell was a city clerk who had formerly made some reputation 
as a matinee idol This letter was written at Bath, April 6, 1765, 

I scalp you! my dear Garrick! — my dear friend! foul befal the man 
who hurts a hair of your head! — and so full was 1 of that very senti- 
ment, that my letter had not been put into the post office ten minutes, 
before my heart smote me; and I sent to recall it— but failed. You 
are sadly to blame, Shandy! for this, quoth I, leaning with my head 
on my hand, as 1 recriminated upon my false delicacy in the affair. 
Garrick's nerves (if he has any left) are as fine and delicately spun 
as thy own — his sentiments as honest and friendly; thou knowest, 
Shandy, that he loves thee — why will thou hazard him a moment's 
pain? Puppy! fool! coxcomb! lackass! etc., etc.; and so I balanced 
the account to your favour, before I received it drawn up in your 
way. I say your way — for it is not slated so much to your honour 
and credit, as i had passed the account before; for it was a most 
lamented truth, that 1 never received one of the letters your friend- 
ship meant me, except whilst in Paris. O! how I congratulate you for 
the anxiety the world has, and continues to be under, for your return. 
Return — return to the few who love you, and the thousands who 
admire you. The moment you set your foot upon your stage — mark! 
I tell it you, by some magic, irresisted power, every fibre about your 
heart will vibrate afresh, and as strong and feelingly as ever. Nature, 
with Glory at her back, w’ill light up the torch within you; and there 
is enough of it left, to heat and enlighten the world these many, many, 
many years. 

Heaven be praised! (1 utter it from my soul) that your lady and 
Tiy Minerva is in a condition to walk to Windsor — full rapturously 
will I lead the graceful pilgrim to the temple, where 1 will sacrifice 
with the purest incense to her; but you may worship with me, or not, 
'twill make no difference cither in the truth or warmth of my devo- 
tion; still (after all 1 have seen) I still maintain her peerless. 

Powell—good heaven! give me some one with less smoke and more 
fire. There are those, who, like the Pharisees, still think they shall 
be heard for much speaking. Come — come away, my dear Garrick, 
and teach us another lesson. 

Adieu!— I love you dearly— and your lady better— not hobihorsically 
— but most sentimentally and affectionately— for I am yours (that 
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is, if you never say another word about ) with all the sentiments 

of love and friendship you deserve from me. 

For an author to write that he loves his publisher is probably 
unique in literary history! But Walter Scott ( 1771-IS32) com- 
bined apology with appreciation and love in this letter written on 
May IS, 1813, to his publisher and frankest critic, John Ballan- 
tyne, almost a decade before the crash in which both were 
financially ruined. 

After many ofjs and ons, and as many projets and contreprojets as 
the 1 realy of Amiens, I have at length concluded a treaty with Con- 
siablc, in which 1 am sensible he has gained a great advantage; but 
what could 1 do amidst the disorder and pressure of so many de- 
mands? The arrival of your long-dated bills decided my giving in, 
for what could James or 1 do with them? I trust this sacrifice has 
cleared our way, but niany rubs remain; nor am I, after these bard 
skirmishes, so able to meet them by my proper credit. Constable, 
however, will be a zealous ally; ami for the first time these many 
weeks, I shall lav my head on a quiet pillow, for now I do think that, 
by our joint exertions, we shall gel well through the storm, save 
Beaumont from depreciation, get a partner in our heavy concerns, 
reef our topsails, and move on securely under an easy sail. And if, 
on the one hand. I have sold my gold loo cheap. 1 have, on the other, 
turned my lead to gold, Brewster and Singers arc the only heavy 
things to which 1 lia\e not given a blue eve. Had your new'S of 
('.adelTs sale reached us here, 1 could not have harpooned my grampus 
as deeply as 1 have done, as nothing but liokeby would have barbed 
the hook. 

Adieu, my dear John. I have the most sincere regard for you. and 
_vou ma'' depend on my considering >our interest with quite as much 
attention as my own. If I have ever expressed mvsclf with irritation 
in speaking of this business, must impute it to the sudden, exten- 
sive, and unexpected embariassmcnts in which I found m.}'self involved 
all at once If to your real goodness of heart and integrilv, and to 
the quickness and acuteness of your talents, yem added habits of 
mi)re universal circumspection, and above all. the courage to tell 
disagreeable truths to those whom you hold in regard, I ^pronounce 
that the world never held such a man of business. These it must be 
your study to add to V'our other good qualities. Meantime, as some 
one says io Swift, i hwe you with all >’our failings. Pray make an 
elTort, and love me with all mine. 


Francis Jeffrey ( I77I-JS50), later Lord Jeffrey, was a lawyer, a 
politician, and an editor. He was hkewi 'e one of the great letter 
writers of the early mneieenth century. It was as editor of The 
Edinburgh Review that he gained the reputation for severity, if 
not, indeed, irascibility But this letter written by him on June 
20, IS4S, to his grandchild reveals the tender and appreciative 
side of his nature. 



28 


TAKE A LETTER, PLEASE! 


My Sonsy Nancy! — I love you very much, and think very often of 
your dimples, and your pimples, and your funny little plays, and 
all your pretty ways: and 1 send you my blessing, and wish 1 were 
kissing, your sweet rosy lips, or your fat finger-tips; and that you 
were here, so that I could hear you stammering words, from a 
mouthful of curds; and a great purple tongue (as broad as it's long); 
and see your round eyes, open wide with surprise, and your wonder- 
ing look, to find yourself at Craigerook! 

Tomorrow is Maggie’s birthday, and we have built up a great bonfire 
in honour of it; and Maggie Rutherfurd (dc> you remember her at 
all?) is coming out to dance round it; and all the servants are to 
drink her health, and wish her many happy days with you and 
Frankie — and all the mammays and pappy s, whether grand or not 
grand. We are very glad to hear that she and you love each other 
so well, and are happy in making each other happy; and that you 
do not forget dear Tarley or Frankie, when they are out of sight, 
nor Granny either — or even old Granny pa, who is in most danger 
of being forgotten, he thinks. We have had showery weather here, 
but the garden is full of flowers; and Frankie has a new wheel- 
barrow, and does a great deal of work, and some mischief now and 
then. All the dogs are very well: and Foxey is mine, and Froggy is 
Tarley's, and Frankie has taken up with grwt while Neddy, — so 
that nothing is left for Granny but oKl harking Jacky and Dover 
when the carriage comes. The donkey sends his compliments to you. 
and maintains that you are a cousin of his! or a near relatim, at 
all events. He wishes, too, that you and Maggie would come; irir he 
thinks that you will not be so heavy on his back as Tarley and 
Maggie Rutherfurd, who now ride him without mercy. 

This is Sunday, and Ali is at church-— Granny and 1 taking care of 
Frankie till she comes back, and he is now hammering very busily 
at a corner of the carpet, which he says docs not lie flat. He is very 
good, and really too pretty for a boy, though 1 think his two eye- 
brows are growing into one — stretching and meeting each other above 
his nose! Fiut he has not so many freckles as Tarley, who has a very 
fine crop of them, which she and I encourage as much as we can. 
I hope you and Maggie will lay in a stock of them, as I think no 
little girl can be pretty without them in summer. Our pea-hens are 
suspected of having young families in some hidden place, for though 
they pay us short visits now and then, we see them but seldom, and 
always alone. If you and Maggie were here with your sharp eyes, 
we think you might find out their secret, and introduce us to a nice 
new family of voung peas. The old papa cock, in the meantime 
says he knows nothing about them, and does not care a farthing! 
We envy you your young peas of another kind, for we have none 
yet, nor any asparagus neither, and hope you will bring some down 
to us in your lap. Tarley sends her love, and 1 send mine to you 
all; though I shall think most of Maggie tomorrow morning, and of 
you when your birth morning comes. When is that do you know? 
It is never dark now here, and we might all go to bed without candles. 
And so bless you ever and ever, my dear dimply pussie. — Your very 
loving 


Grandpa 
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Charles Lamb wrote to Samuel Taylor Coleridge in appreciation 
of roast pig. Lamb's essays frequently have the quality of per- 
sonal letters; his letters, that of personal essays. It mas the 
following letter to Coleridge that probably gave Lamb the 
thought of writing his famous essay, '"A Dissertation on Roast 
Pig.” The date of the letter is March 9, 1822, and the essay 
appeared in The London Magapne, September 1822. Owen was 
Lamb's landlord in Russell Street. (See pages 92 and 94.) 

It gives me great satisfaction to hear that the pig turned out so well — 
they are interesting creatures at a certain age — what a pity such buds 
should blow out into the maturity of rank bacon! You had all some 
of the crackling — and brain sauce — did you remember to rub it with 
butter, and gently dredge it a little, just before the crisis? Did the 
eyes come away kindly, with no Oedipean avulsion? Was the crack- 
ling the colour of the ripe pomegranate? Had you no cursed com- 
plement of boiled neck of mutton before it, to blunt the edge of 
delicate desire? Did you flesh maiden teeth in it? Not that 1 sent 
the pig nor can form the remotest guess what part Owen could play 
in the business. I never knew him give anything away in his life. 
He would not begin with strangers. I suspect the pig, after all. was 
meant for me; but at the unlucky juncture of time being absent, 
the present somehow went round to Highgatc. To confess an honest 
truth, a pig is one of those things I could never think of sending 
away. 

Teals, widgeons, snipes, barn-door fowl, ducks, geese — ^your tame 
villalio things — Welsh mutton, collars of brawn, sturgeon, fresh or 
pickled, your potted char, Swiss cheeses, Prench pies, early grapes, 
muscatlines, 1 impart as freely unto my friends as m>self. They are 
but .self extended, but pardtm me if I stop somewhere — where the 
fine feeling of benev ilcnce giveth a higher smack than the sensual 
raiity, there my friends (or c ly g-nxl man) may command me; but 
pigs are pigs, and I inv.self therein am nearest to myself. Nay I should 
think it an atTront, an uiuler-valuing done to Nature who bestowed 
such a boon upon me, il in a churlish mood I parted with the pre- 
cicus gift. One of the biltere.st pangs I ever felt of remorse was 
when a child — my kind old aunt had si rained her pocket strings to 
bestow a si.xpenny whole plum-cake upon me. On m> way home 
through the Borough, I met a venerable old man, not a mendicant — 
but thereabouts; a look-lu-ggar. not a verbal petitionist; and in the 
coxcombry of tauglit-charilv. 1 gave away the cake to him. 1 walked 
on a little in all the pride of an llvangelical peacock, when of a 
sudden my old aunt’s kindness crossed me the sum it was to her; 
the pleasure she hail a right to expect tl ?i 1 — not the old imposter — 
should take in f'aimg her cake: and cursed ingratitutle by which under 
the colour of a Christian virtue, 1 had frustrated her cherished pur- 
pose. I .sobbed, w'ept, and took it to heart so grievously, that I think 
1 never sufTcrccl the like— and I w'as right. It was a piece of unfeel- 
ing hypocri.sy and proved a lesson to me ever after. The cake has 
long been masticated, consigned to dunghill with the ashes of that 
unrea.sonable pauper. 
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But when Providence, who is better to us all than our aunts, gives 
me a pig, remembering my temptation and my fall. I shall endeavour 
to act towards it more in the spirit of the donor’s purpose. 

Yours (short of pig) to command in everything. 

The following letter was written by John Keats (17^5-1821) to 
John Taylor of the publishing concern, Taylor and Hessey, on 
May 16, 1817. It is primarily a business letter, belonging under 
such classifications as acknowledgment, clahn, adjustment, and 
loan, all at once and all in one. 

1 am extremely indebted to you for your liberality in the shape of 
manufactured rag, value £20., and :ihall immediately proceed to 
destroy some of the minor heads of that Hydra the Dun; to conquer 
which the knight need have no sword, shield, cuirass, cuisses, herbad- 
geon, spear, casque, greaves, paldrons, spurs, chevron, or any other 
scaly commodity, but he need only take the Bank-note of I'aith and 
Cash of Salvation, and set out against the monster, invoking the aid 
of no Archimago or Urganda, but finger me the paper, light as the 
Sybil’s leaves in Virgil, \yhcreat the fiend skulks off with his tail 
between his legs, 'fouch him with this enchanted paper, and he whips 
you his head away as fast as a snail’s horn; but then the horrid pro- 
pensity he has to put it up again has discouraged many very valiant 
knights, lie is such a never-ending, still-beginning, sort of T>f>dv. 
like my landlady of the Bell. 1 think I could make a nice little 
allegorical poem, called “The Dun,” where we w'ould have the Castle 
of Carelessness, the Draw'bridge of Credit, Sir Novelty Fashion's ex- 
pedition against the City of failors, ike., ike. 1 went day by day at 
my poem for a month; at the end of w'hich time, tbc other day, I 
found my brain so oyerwrought, that I had neither rhyme nor rea- 
son in it, so was obliged to give up for a few days. I hope soon 
to be able to resume my work. I have endeavoured to do so once 
or twice: but to no purpose. Instead of poetry, I have a swimming 
in my head, and feel all the effects of a mental debauch, lowness ol 
spirits, anxiety to go on, without the power to do so, which docs 
not at all tend to m}' ultimate progression, llow'cver, tomorrow I 
will begin my next month. This evening I go to Canterbury, having 
got tired of Margate; I was not right in my head when I came. At 
Canterbury I hope the remembrance of Chaucer will set me forward 
like a billiard ball. I have some idea of seeing the Continent some 
time this summer. In repeating how sensible I am of your kindness. 
I remain, 

Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) expressed not only confidence but 
satisfaction and appreciation in the following note to the then 
young Lieutenant-General (jrant. It was written at the Executive 
Mansion, Washington, April 30, 1864. Needless to say, Lincoln's 
letters, like his speeches, are worthy of the closest study by all 
who would attain to a direct, succinct, economical, businesslike 
style in writing. 
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Not expecting to see you again before the spring campaign opens, I 
wish to express in this way my entire satisfaction with what you 
have clone up to this time, so far as I understand it. The par- 
ticulars of your plans 1 neither know nor seek to know. You 
are vigilant and self-reliant; and, pleased with this, I wish not to 
obtrude any constraints or restraints upon you. While 1 am very 
anxious that any great disaster or capture of our men in great num- 
bers shall be avoided, 1 know these points are less likely to escape 
your attention than they would be mine. If there is anything want- 
ing which is within my power to give, do not fail to let me know it. 
And now, with a brave army and a just cause, may God sustain you. 

ThU enthusiastic, not to say extravagant, appreciation of Irving 
and his works, was written by Charles Dickens (1812-1870) to 
Irving some time during IS4L It was, after all, Irvings good 
opinion that he most appreciated. 

'Fhere is no man in the world who could have given me the heartfell 
pleasure you have, by your kind note of the thirteenth of last month. 
There is no living writer, and there are very few among the dead, 
whose approbation 1 should feel so proud to earn. And with every- 
thing \ou have written, upon mv shelves, and in my thoughts, and 
in my heart of hearts. I may honestly and truly say so. If you could 
know how earnestly I write this, you would be glad to read it — as 
I hope v'OLi will be, faintly guessing at the warmth of the hand I 
autobiographically hold out to you over the broad .\tlantic. 

1 wish I could find in your welcome letter some hint of an intention 
to visit ringland. 1 can't. I have held it at arm’s length, and taken’* 
a bird's-e>e view ol it, after reading it a gieat many times, but there 
is no greater encouragement in it this way than on a microscopic 
inspection. 1 should love to go with you — as 1 have gone, God knows 
how often — into I.itde Britain, and Haslcheap, and (jreen Arbour 
C!()url, and Westminster Abh<-y. I should like to travel with you, 
outside the last of the coaches, down to Bracebridge Hall. It would 
make my heart glad to compare notes with you about that shabby 
gentleman in the oilcloth hat and red nose, who sat in the nine- 
cornered back-])arIor of the Mason's Arms, and about Bobert Preston 
and the tallow-chandler's whUav, whose sitting-room is second nature 
to me; and about all those delightful places and people that I used 
to walk about and dream of in the daytime, when a very small and 
not over-pa rticLilarly-laken-care-of ho>'. 1 have a good deal to say, 

too. about that dashing Alon/o de Ojeda, that \a>u can't help being 
fonder of than ^olJ ought to be; and much to hear concerning 
Moorish h'gend, and poor unhappy Bobaddl. DiooriLh Knickerbocker 
I havT worn to death in my pocket, ard yet 1 should show you his 
mutilatetl carcass with a joy past all expiession. 

I have been so accustomed to associate vou with my pleasantest and 
happiest thoughts, and with my leisure hours, that 1 rush at once 
into full confidence with you, and fall, as it were naturaljy and by 
the very laws of gravity, into your open arms. Questions come 
thronging to my pen as to the lips of people who meet after long 
hoping to do so, 1 don’t 'know w'hat to say first or what to leave 
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unsaid, and am constantly disposed to break off and tell you again 
how glad 1 am this moment has arrived. 

My dear Washington Irving, I cannot thank you enough for your 
cordial and generous praise, or tell you what deep and lasting gratifi- 
cation it has given to me. I hope to have many letters from you, 
and to exchange a frequent correspondence. I send this to say so. 
After the first two or three 1 shall settle down into a connected 
style, and become gradually rational. 

You know what the feeling is, after having >x^ritten a letter, sealed it. 
and sent it off. 1 shall picture your reading this, and answering it 
before it has lain one night in the post-office. Ten to one that before 
the fastest packet could reach New York 1 shall be writing again. 

Do you suppose the post-office clerks care to receive letters? I have 
my doubts. They get into a dreadful habit of indifference. A post- 
man, 1 imagine, is quite callous. Conceive his delivering one to 
himself, without being startled by a preliminary double knock! 

Elbert Hubbard (IS56-I915) was by no means always unani- 
mously approved by members of the clergy, chiefly because they 
did not understand him and perhaps made no effort to. But he 
sometimes received letters of appreciation such as the following, 
and, needless to say, was delighted to publish them. This one 
was written to him on March 2S, 1908, by the Reverend Trank 
Ashton, missionary to the State of Coahuila, Mexico.^ 

I’ve just read your last Philistine, but I’m not standing with my hat 
in my hand either — I just tocjk it off and threw it up in the air, and 
I don't care if I never see it again. And before I go out to buy 
another I want to say that this number is a "corker." I'm proud of 
it — 't is all my own language and says what I've been wanting to say 
ever since 1 emerged, as it were. 

Now if any one says anything to you for what you do in that April 
number, call on me. You sure have got things going now and I’m 
■with you. There may be a few classics in the world that are good — 
that’s so—and there may be some writers who can come a skilful 
twist on history: but for the real essence,^ the pure heart of life — 
the ro.ses and wine of the pen — the pulse-quickener — the appeal to the 
soul ol honest, liberal, human humanity, you are the rouge d'or 
souffle fromage. 


Condolence 

The letter of condolence is too generally regarded as difficult. The 
card or telegram of sympathy may, however, not always take its 
place, especially in close social and business relationships. The 
good letter of condolence should not only solace or comfort; it 
should, if possible, renew faith and courage, and attempt to rees- 

®Ll5.i*d by permission of Mr. Libert Hubbard II. 
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tablish cheerful outlook. Waller Savage Landor’s note to Robert 
Browning on the death of Mrs. Browning remains a masterpiece 
in its kind. “Dear Browning:** he wrote, “Of all your friends who 
lament your irreparable loss, not one grieves more deeply than 1 do. 1 will 
not say more; I can say nothing more true. Let these few lines, if they can 
be but of small or no comfort to you. at least manifest the affection of 
your affectionate W. Landor." And the following illustrations “also** yield 
proof that the letter of condolence may be made a personality message^ 

This letter was written by Gregory Theologus, Bishop of Sasima,. 
(circa 328-389) to Gregory Nyssen, on the death of Basil, the 
latter s brother and the former s friend and companion. 

Among the sorrows of my life this was in reserve for me — ^to hear 
of the death of Basil, and the departure of his holy soul, which has 
absented itself from us to be present with the Lord, after having 
during all his life made this the great object of his solicitude. By the 
serious and very dangerous illness with which 1 am at present affliclect,. 
besides other hindrajices, I am deprived of the opportunity of kiss- 
ing that sacred dust, and of being present with you, and partaking 
of those proper consolations which your philosophy will suggest, and 
by which the friends of both of us will be comforted. For to witness 
the desolation of the church, shorn of so much glory, and bereaved 
of such a crown, is too much for the eyes or ears of those who are 
intelligent enough to be fully sensible of their loss. But you seem 
to me, surrounded .as you are by friends, and well furnished with 
arguments of consolation, to derive solace from nothing so much as 
from your own resources and from your reflexions on the deceased; 
and thus you have been a pattern to all others of true philosophy, 
and, as it were, a sort of spiritual rule or measure of moderation 
in prosperity, and of fortitude in adversity. It is thus that philosophy 
manifests itself, by keeping us from being elated or depressed by the 
opposite extremes of success < r calamit>. In what has thus far fallen 
from me, I have been looking to the case as affecting your excel- 
lency. But by what time or argument shall I be consoled, who am 
writing this, except by your society and converse, by far the best 
legacy which that bles.sed man has beCjUeathed to me: that by seeing 
his virtues in y<3U, as in a clear and *hining mirror, I may imagine 
m\'self still to have him m possession. 

When the oldest son of Oliver Cromwell {1 599-1658) was killed 
at Marston Moor, the Protector broke the news to a young fellow- 
soldier and friend of his son. Colonel Valentine Walton, in the 
following letter. Note that he wrote as tho it were Colonel Walton 
who 7ieeded the consolation, thus getting vicarious comfort for his 
own grief. This letter was written ''Before York, 5 July, 1644.'' 

It's our duty to sympathize in all mercies and to praise the Lord 
together in chastisemeiit oi trial, that so we may sorrow together. 

Truly England and the Church of God hath had a great favor from 
the Lord, in this great victory given unto us, such as the like never 
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was since this war began. It had all the evidences of an absolute 
victory obtained by the Lord's blessing upon the godly party prin- 
cipally. We never charged but we routed the enemy. The left wing, 
which 1 commanded, being on our own horse, saving a few Scots 
in our rear, beat all the Prince’s horse. God made them as stubble 
to our swords. We charged their foot regiments with our horse, and 
routed all we charged. The particulars 1 cannot relate now; but I 
believe of the twenty thousand the Prince has not four thousand left. 
Give glory, all the glory, to God. 

Sir, God hath taken away our eldest son by a cannon shot. It broke 
his leg. We were necessitated to have it cut off, whereof he died. 

Sir, you know my own trials this way: but the Lord supported me 
with this: That the Lord took him into the happiness we all pant for 
and live for. There is our precious child full of glory, never to know 
sin and sorrow any more. He was a gallant young man, exceedingly 
gracious. God give you His comfort. Before his death he was so 
full of comfort that to Prank Russel and myself he could not express 
it, “It was so great above his pain." I'his he said to us. Indeed it 
was admirable. A little after, he said: “One thing lay upon my spirit.” 
1 asked him what that was. He told me it was that God had not 
suffered him to be any more the executioner of His enemies. At his 
fall, his horse being killed with the bullet, and as I am informed 
three horses more, I am told he bid them open to the right and left, 
that he might see the rogues run. Truly he was exceedingly beloved 
in the army of all who knew him. But few knew him; for he vfas a 
precious young man fit for God. You have cause to bless the Lord. 
He is a glorious saint in heaven; wherein you ought exceedingly to 
rejoice. Let this drink up your sorrow*; seeing these are not feigned 
words to comfort you, but the thing is so real and undoubted a truth. 
We may do all things by the strength of Christ. Seek that, and you 
shall easily bear your trial. Let this public mercy to the Church 
of God make you forget your private sorrow. The Lord be your 
strength: so prays 

Your truly faithful and loving brother in Christ, 

On September /, 1670, Sir William Temple wrote as follows to a 
friend in France on the death of a daughter, (See pp. 25 and 358.) 

Yesterday late in the evening 1 received an account of your loss; 
and can assure you that my wife, my sister, and myself were so 
sensibly afflicted at it, that if it were possible grief could be lessened 
by being communicated with real friends, upon these sad occasions, 
you would have immediately found some consolation in yours. 1 
must confess, your grief is lawful enough, and founded not only upon 
the dictates of nature, but upon the merits of her you lament: so 
that to pretend to comfort you by other considerations than those 
which your prudence, and, above all, which your piety would suggest, 
would be to attempt an unprofitable work. God has pleased to impose 
this tribute for the continuance of our lives, often to lament the 
death of our friends. We must learn to submit and to resign lo his 
will, which is the wisest and most Christian part wc can follow. To 
this 1 shall add, that the desires of your friends who yet remain, and 
your care of their interests, do demand from you that you will pre- 
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serve yourself to them. Among these there is none who is more 
than I, sir, your most humble and most affectionate servant. 


William Godwin (I756-I8S6) 
wrote the following letter to 
his daughter, Mary, on the 
death of her husband, Percy 
Bysshe Shelley, The date is 
August 9, 1822: 

My poor girl! What do you mean 
to do with yourself? You surely 
do not mean to stay in Italy? How 
glad 1 should be to be near you, 
and to endeavour by new expedi- 
ents each day to make up for your 
loss! But you are the best judge. 
If Italy is a country to which in 
these few years you are naturalized, 
and if England is become dull and 
odious to you, then slay. 

I should think, however, that now 
you have lost your closest friend, 
your mind would naturally turn 
homewards, and [to] your earliest 
friend. Is it not so? Surely we 
might be a great support to each 
other, under the trials to which we 
are reserved. Whal signify a few 
outward adversities, if we find a 
friend at home? 

Above all, let me entreat you to 
keep up your courage. You have 
many duties to perform; you must 
now be the father as well as the 
mother; and I trust you have en- 
crg>' of character enough to enable 
>ou to perform your duties honour- 
ably and well. 

Ever and ever most affectionately 
yours, 


On July 20, 1822, James Henry 
Leigh Hunt (1784-1859) com- 
forted Mary Shelley as follows, 
on the death of her husband, 
Percy Bysshe Shelley: 

I trust you will have set out on 
your return from that dismal place, 
before you receive this. You will 
also have seen Trelawny. God 
bless you, and enable us all to be a 
support for one another. Let us 
do our best, if it is only for that 
purpose. It is easier for me to say 
that 1 will do it, than for you; but 
whatever happens, this I can safely 
say, that I belong to those whom 
Shelley loved, and that all which 
it is possible for me to do for them, 
now and ever, is theirs. I will 
grieve with them, endure with 
them, and, if it be necessary, work 
for them while I have life. — Your 
most affectionate friend, 

P.S. Marianne sends you a thou- 
sand loves, and longs, with myself, 
to try whether we can say or do 
one thing that can enable you and 
Mrs, Williams to bear up a little 
better. But we rely on your great 
strength of mind. 


Unique among letters written on the death of loved ones is the 
following letter tribute to '"Dear Ernest” by Elbert Hubbard. 
Ernest Crosby, Elbert Hubbard, and fohn Burroughs frequently 
formed a thr- esome in walks and talks Crosby was one of the 
most prominent of American jurists and reformers, as well as a 
writer of note. He was born in the same year as Hubbard, and 
died eight years before the sinking of the Lusitania on which 
Elbert Hubbard met his death.^ 

' Used bv permission of Mr. F'lbert Hubbard 11. 
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You and I were born the same year. When we climbed a mountain 
a short time ago, with 01* John Burroughs, you in playful mood told 
or John that you expected to preach his funeral sermon. And Or 

i ohn, in love, replied that he hoped and expected to do as much for 
oth of us. 

And now men say that you are dead. But you are not dead to me, 
nor to 01' John, nor to all of the many men and women and children 
who knew and loved you well; for those who knew you loved you, 
and those who did not love you did not know you. 

I think of you now, as I thought of you while you were with us, as 
quite the manliest man I ever saw. Your scorned military experience 
saved you from the scholar's stoop: and yours was ever a skyey 
gravitation. Your towering form & martial ways caused the Egyptian 
fellahs at Cairo to turn and say: ‘There goes the King of America!” 

Yet you were not a king, save for your own spirit, for you loved men 
too well to wish to rule them. Your prophetic soul foresaw a time 
when humanity would be free — free from the mesh of entanglement 
woven by centuries of selfishness, serfdom, and misrule — and you, of 
all men, knew that freedom comes through giving freedom. You have 
left the world better than you found it, and made your impress on 
the times. 

Yet you never really had a chance in life, being born into the con- 
ventions, of a family eminently respectable, in a great city, and h^r 
to wealth, position, and educational advantages. Disadvantages, pov- 
erty, disappointment, and grief might have made you a Messiah—a 
man whom men confuse with Deity incarnate. 

Your un.swerving honesty, your purity of motive, your cleanly, ab- 
stemious life — eating no meat, drinking neither tea nor coffee, never 
touching tobacco nor strong drink, vet never censuring those wliose 
lives differed from your own — made you as one set apart. However, 
you were never prudish, for nothing tha^ was human was alien to vou. 
In great degree you overcame the handicap of birth, breaking many 
of your fetters, and never wearing your chains as jewelry. 

Your name will live with that trinity of prophets and seers— your 
own Tolstoy, Walt Whitman, and Henry rhoreau — as one who 
blessed and benefited the world, exorcising fear, banishing doubt, anil 
filling our day-dreams with hope, faith, courage, and love. >'ou were 
a sample of the twenty-fifth century, sent by the Supreme Intelligence 
for the encouragement of this. 

And now, as you fare into the Unknown, I salute you and write 
this line, trying to tell you how very precious to me is the memory 
of your friendship, and that, though dead, you still live in minds 
made better. So farewell and farewell! 

The following letter was written by Walter Raleigh (1861-1922) 
to Lady Desborough on the loss of her two sons — the Honorable 
Julian and the Honorable William Grenfell — within a day or two 
of each other in the World War. The date of the letter is August 
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5, 1915, Julian was the author of a hook of poems entitled, with 
sad and ironic appropriateness, "Into Battle,** Walter Raleigh — 
Sir Walter Raleigh — was professor of English Literature at 
Magdalen College, Oxford.'^ 

I know the ordinary consolations; they do not seem to me to be quite 
real. But there is something quite real and consoling, if human 
nature could take it without ceasing to be human; we cannot work 
it out, that's all. But we couldn’t do without Julian's life and Billy's. 
I'hcy are not gone, we breathe them, they are the temper of the British 
Armv :il its best. It would not matter even if they were not remem- 
bered, they passed on the flame undimmed. The great things seem 
cold, but they are there all the time, and Julian and Billy believed in 
them, and had splendid lives. Anyhow, thev have made life the little 
thing it is. Because of them, I am ready to say "Take it" mor© 
easily tl^an before. What must it be foi the people they fought along- 
siile of? 

1 do not know how I could stand it. The reason is all right, quite 
sa ^e and quiet, but the flesh rebels. The reason tells you that you 
are happv, and \ou know you are, but it does not fill the long day. 

1 go limping ahaig . . . \nd 1 am glad to have met and known 

such soldiers 

More than two years later — on October 4, 1^17 — Raleigh wrote 
this letter to Lady Desborough: ' 

How pleased Julian w'ould be with these last three victories, which 
begin to put the War right. It is because he and his like believed 
in them, against the odds, that we have them now. 1 can never think 
of him except as a complete life that went up in flame. L.ately, 
several times, 1 have had to do with other losses that are less typical 
and more tragic. Sir William n^ler's only son, for instance, and one 
or two friends of my own, dutiful citizens and brave fighters, who 
would ne\'er have chosen any sort of War. I always find myselt 
thinking of Julian, who breathed free in War, as if it took a weight 
off him. 1 believe hundreds of thousands of people cry with gratitude, 
though not from fear, when they think of the little old army. 

Not that I forget Billy, but he is more familiar to me. more like 
me and my friends. Julian I don't understand but merely worship, 
lie gives meaning to the words Brithb Empire. 

I don't think it's fair that you should hear so little as you probably 
do of all the times that Julian and Billy are thought of. So, as I 
was thinking of them, I thought I would let you know. 

Walter Hines Rage (IS5^~1918) wrote on August 9, 1914, the 
following letter to Woodrow Wilson, then President of the United 
States, on the death of Mrs, Wilson, Mr. Page was at the time 
Ambassador to the Court of St. James" s,^ 

^ Usetl by permission of l.ady Raleigh. 

• Used by permission of Mr. Arthur W. Paiip 
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There is nothing that even your oldest and nearest friends can say- 
words fail in the face of a bereavement like this. But I can’t resist 
the impulse to write how deeply I feel for you. 

You would be touched if 1 could tell you the number of good men 
and women who every hour of the day and night have expressed to 
me the grief with which they heard the sad news — men and women 
who never saw you, from King down to the Hnglish messenger in 
our embassy. Many of them have come in and left their cards. 
Sir Edward Grey especially charged me to convey to you his sincere 
sympath}^ Before we plunged into the deepesi depths of all this 
trouble, in the long conyersation we had on Friday, he asked me 
many sympathetic questions about you and Mrs. Wilson. Lord 
Bryce, too, Jusserand, who is here trying to get back to Washington — 
everybody. 

But, my dear friend, it hits us hardest who hav'e known you lOngest 
and love you most and who wish for you now all possible strength, 
in this sail, sad hour of the world when, more than any other man 
in the world you are most needed — all possible strength to you. If 
the deep sympathy of all your friends, known and unknown to \'ou, 
can help to support you and to keep your high spirit and courage up, 
you have it in most abundant measure 

Mrs. Page and 1 grieve with you and hope for you to the utmost. 


The two notes of condolence below were received by a business 


house from two neighboring 
president. 

1 

In the present calamity that has 
befallen you, we hasten to assure 
you of our very deep sympathy and 
concern. If. in the emergency occa- 
sioned by the death of one who has 
for the past many years meant so 
much to your enterprise and to this 
business community, we can be of 
any service cither great or small, 
pray command us. 'f'hc memory of 
the sterling character and magnifi- 
cent example of Jonathan Tremaine 
will live on in your hearts and ours 
to give us faith and courage in 
whatever struggles the future holds 
for us. 


concerns on the death of its 
2 

The sudden death of Jonathan Tre- 
maine, President of the 

Ojmpany, has been a great shock 
to us. We have lost a good neigh- 
bor and a distinguished merchan- 
diser in our industrial field, and 
we extend to you and the members 
of your company our sincerest 
sympathy. May \(hi be given the 
courage and the vision to carry on 
in the fine spirit and the high tradi- 
tion that have characterized his 
leadership foi so many yeais 


Congratulation 

Of all the letters that are evoked by occasions, the letter of con- 
gratulation makes unique demands upon the writer, if he would 
make it a personality composition. The mere duty of congratula- 
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tion may, of course, be made as perfunctory as the mere duly of 
condolence — it may, that is, be discharged by means of a visiting 
card or a telegram. But the sincere desire to congratulate a 
friend and the capacity to feel his joy with him. call for the 
individual style and the facile pen. If the style's the man, indeed, 
then the letter of congratulation is the letter that proves the 
dictum, as the following epistles indicate. 

Henry Fielding (1707-1754) wrote the following letter of congratu- 
lation to his lifelong friend, the Honorable (later Baron) George 
Lritleto7u on the occasion of the latieFs second marriage. The date 
oj the letter is August 29, 1749. Six months earlier Fielding had 
dedicated his novel ''Tom Jones** to Lytileton who had befriended 
the author in many ways. Fielding had no qualms about Iinki 7 ig 
congraiulatio7is with petitions. Would-be groo7ns, especially tilled 
ones, were accustomed to bemg congratulated with ulterior mo- 
tives. Moreover, the matrimonial period of life has beeii called 
the most generous as well as the most gullible. 

Permit me lo bring up the rear of your friends in paying my com- 
plimcfits of congratulation on >our late happy nuptials, 'fhere may, 

perhaps, be seasons when the rear may be as honourable a post in 

friendship as in war; and if so. such certainly must be cverv time of 
joy and felicity. Your present situation must be full of bliss; and 
so will be, 1 am confident, vour future life from the same fountain. 
Nothing can equal the excellent character your lady bears amongst 
those of her own sex, and 1 never yet knew them speak well of a 

woman who did not deserve their good words. I low admirable is 

your fortune in th^ matrimonial lottery! 1 will venture to say there 
is no man alive who exult more in this, or in any other happiness 
that can attend you, than myself, and you ought to believe me from 
the same reason that fully persuades me of the satisfaction you 
receive from any happiness of mine this reason is that you must 
be sensible how much of it I ow^e tc' your goodness; and there is a 
great pleasure in graliiutie, though 1 believe it second to that of 
benevolence; for of all the delights upon earth, none can equal the 
raptures which a good mind feels in conferring happiness on those 
whom we think w'orlhy of it. This is the sw^eetest' ingredient in 
power, and 1 solemnly protest I never wished for power more than 
a few' dj\'s ago, for the sake of a man whom I love, the more, 
perhaps, from the esteem I know he bears you than any other 
reason. This man is in love with ^ v’oung creature of the most 
apparent w'orth who returns his affeciions. Nothing is wanting to 
make two very miserable people extremely blest, but a moderate 
portion of the* greatest of human evils, so philosophers call it, and 
so it is called by divines, whose word is the rather to be taken as 
they are many of diem more conversant with this evil than even 
the* philosophers were. The name of this man is Moore, to whom 
you kindly de‘^tined the laurel, which, though it hath long been 
withered, may not probably soon drop from the brow of its present 
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possessor. But there is another place of much the same value now 
vacant: it is that of deputy licenser to the stage. Be not offended 
at this hint; for though 1 will own it impudent enough in one who 
hath so many obligations of his own to you to venture to recom- 
mend another man to your favour, yet impudence itself may pos- 
sibly be a virtue when exerted on behalf of a friend: at least 1 am 
the less ashamed of it, as I have known men remarkable for the 
opposite modesty, possess it without the mixture of any other 
quality. In this fault, then, you must indulge me; for should I 
ever see you as high in power as I wish, and as it is perhaps more 
my interest than your own that you should b6, I shall be guilty 
of the like as often as 1 find a man in whom I can, after much 
intimacy, discover no want but that of the evil above mentioned. 
! beg you will do me the honour of making my compliments to 
your unknown lady, and believe me to be, with the highest esteem, 
respect, and gratitude, Sir. your most obliged, most obedient, 
humble servant. 

When the royal artist, William P. Frith, became a grandfather 
for the first time, Charles William Shirley Brooks ( I8I6-I874), 
novelist, dramatist, editor of Punch, wrote him this letter of con- 
gratulation, dated November 21, 1865, at Punch Office, London.^ 

Frith, even Grandfather Frith — With my whole soul do I congratu- 
late thee and the Grandmama, and the venerable Aunt Sissy, and all 
the small uncles and infinitesimal aunts, or emmets. But chiefly ^1 
congratulate thee, O reverent and reverend, for the opportunil> now 
afforded thee for the mending of thy ways. Henceforth we kx^k for 
no frivolity from thee, no unseemly gibes and jests to which thou 
alone addest, “fhat's good," and echo is silent Henceforth thou 
must study to live at peace with all men, as becomes white hairs, 

and let us hear no more, when annoiinceth his ‘last exhibition,” 

that thou didst hope it would begin at three minutes to eight am.; 
and be at New'gate. Truly this is a great chance for thee, O man 
of palettes, and aerial prosperlives, and conscientious work, such as 
the AthetuBuvi loves to indicate with the gesture called "taking a 
sight." 

Learn psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, to be chanted unto thy 
Grandchild; and endeavour to obtain some knowledge of geography, 
etymology, tin-tacks, and prosody, that thou mayest not be put 
utterly to shame w'hen the child shall demand information of thee. 

Leave off smoking, yet keep a box for thy younger friends who are 
not Grandfathers. 

Scoff not at architects, for where wouldst thou be but for houses? 
Nay, art not thou the founder of a house? 

L.ook no longer at the ankles of the other sex, save in the way of 
thy calling, and speak no soft words unto the maidens, saying. "Lo, 
1 adore thee," when thou dost nothing of the kind. Abjure the 

societv of low Bohemians like and , but cultivate the honest 

and v’irtuous, like Brooks, and, in so far as thou mayest, imitate him. 

Used by permission of Punch. 
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Do not eat too much ham at breakfast, for temperance becometh 
the aged. Read few novels, but let those thou readest be of the 
best, as, Broken to Harness, The Silver Cord, An Artist* s Proof, and 
Blount Tempest. Likewise, begin to dress less jauntily, and wear a 
high waistcoat like the Right Reverend Bellew and the Right Rev- 
erend Brooks. 

When thou goest to the Academy dinner, avoid, so far as thou canst, 
the taking too much wine, for what thing is less dignified than a 
swipey Grandfather? 

Cherish these counsels in the apple of thine eye, and in the pineapple 
of thy rum; and be thankful that at a time of life when other young 
men may not ungracefully indulge in youthful levity, thou art called 
to a higher and a graver sphere. 

Buy a stick, and practise walking with it, bending thy back, and 
not perking up elegantly when a comely female passeth by. 

Have grave men to thy feasts, notably him who expecteth the inter- 
view with Mrs. Cottle, and to suffer as he never suffered before. 
So 1 greet thee, Grandfather, and hope that thou wilt have many 
grandsons and granddaughters, and wilt ask me to the christening 
of them all. 


When, on April 2, 1917, President Woodrow WiIso7i declared war 
against Germany, much to the satisfaction of the Allies, the 
following letter of congratulation was written by Sir Edward 
Grey, Viscount Grey of Fallodon, to Walter Hines Page, then 
Ambassador to the Court of St. James's. It is a beautifully 
spontaneous piece of writing, the more significant for its having 
been written by one who had previously been forced out of office 
by war politics. 


Dear Mr. Page: 


Rosehall Post Office, 
Sutherland, 

April 8, 1917. 


This is a line that needs no answer to express my congratulations 
on President Wilson's address. I can't express adequately all that 
I feel. Great gratitude and great hope are in my heart.* 1 hope now 
that some great and abiding good to the world will yet be wrought 
out of all this welter of evil. Recent events in Russia, too, stimulate 
this hope: they are a good in themselves, but not the power for good 
in this war that a great and firmly established free country like the 
United States can be. The Presidents address and the way it has 
been followed up in your country is a splendid instance of great 
action finely inspired. 1 glow with admiration. 

Yours sincerely. 

Grey of Fallodon. 


While living at Skerryvore, Bournemouth, during the winter of 
1886, Robert Louis Stevenson had fortunately come to know 

^ Used by permission of Houghton Mifflin Company. 
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Mhs May Rawlinwn. She was then nineteen, and he described 
her as ''simple, human, as beautiful — as herself'' And he wrote 
in a letter to a friend, *'We are all dead in love with her." On 
the announcement of her marriage he wrote her the following 
letter from Vailima, Apia, Samoa, in April of 1891. The saluta- 
tion was "My dear May" “ 

I never think of you by any more ceremonial name, so 1 will not 
pretend. There is not much chance that 1 shall forget you until the 
time comes for me to forget all this little turmoil in a corner (though 
indeed I have been in several corners) of an inconsiderable planet. 
You remain in my mind for a good reason, having given me (in so 
short a lime) the most delightful pleasure. I shall remember, ami 
you must still be beautiful. The truth is, you nmst grow more so, 
or you will soon be less. It is not so easy to be a flower, even when 
you bear a flower’s name. And if 1 admired you so much, and still 
remember you, it is not because of your face, but because you were 
then worthy of it, as you must still continue. 

Will you give my heartiest congratulations to Mr. Spender? He has 
my admiration; he is a brave man: when I was young, I should have 
run away from the sight of you, pierced with the sense of my unfit- 
ness. He is more wise and manly. What a good husband he will 
have to be! And you — what a goexi wife! Carry your love tenderly. 

I will never forgive him — or you — it is in both of your hands — if the 
face that once gladdened my heart should be changed into one soJr 
or sorrowful. 

What a person you are to give flowers! It was so I first heard of 
you; and now >ou are giving the May flower! 

Ye.s Skerry vore has passed; it wa%, for us. But I wish you could 
see us in our new home on the mountain, in the middle of great 
woods, and looking far out on the Pacific. When .Mr. S. is very 
rich, he must bring you round the world and let you see it, and see 
the old gentleman and old lady. I mean to live cjuite a long while 
yet, and my wife must do the same, or else I couldn’t manage it, so, 
you sec, you will have plenty of lime; and it's a pity not to see 
the most beautiful places, and the most beautiful people moving iheie, 
and the real moon and stars overhead, instead of the tin imitations 
that preside over l^ondon. I do not think my wife ver\' well . but 1 
am in hopes she will now have a little rest. It has been a hard busi- 
ness, above all for her; w'e lived four months in the hurricane season 
in a miserable house, overb(»rne with work, ill-fed, continually wor- 
ried, drowned in perpetual rain, beaten upon by wiiitl. so tliat w'e 
must sit in the dark in the evenings; and then I ran aw'ay, and she 
had a month of it alone. Things go belter now, the last of the 
work is broken; and w'e are still foolish enough to look forward to 
a little peace. I am a very difl'erent person from the person of Skerry- 
yore. The other day 1 was three-and-iwenty hours in an open boat: 
it made me pretty ill; but fancy its not killing me half-w'ay! It is 
like a fairy story that I should have recovered liberty and strength, 
and should go round again among my fellow men, boating, riding, 
“"Used by permission of Charles Scribncr'js Sons. 
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bathing, toiling hard with a wood-knife in the forest. 1 can wish 
you nothing more delightful than my fortune in life; I wish it you, 
and better if the thing is possible. 

Lloyd is tinkling below me on the typewriter; my wife has just left 
the room. She asks me to say she would have written had she been 
well enough, and hopes to do so still. Accept the best wishes of your 
admirer, 

In his customarily lively vein Eugene Field ( 1850-I895) wrote 
in congratulation of friends on the birth of their son}^ 

We are glad to hear that you have a little son. There is no good 
thing that we are not wishing may befall him and you. Now when 
we have a little daughter, we shall want to talk business with you; 
for next to having a son or a daughter, the best possession is a 
worthy son-in-law or daughter-in-law. So, living in hopes, and rejoic- 
ing with you in your fortune, we salute you affectionately and pray 
you to kiss little Sindbad for us twain. 

Mabel Wagnalls Jones sent a copy of her hook, ''Stars of the 
Opera,” to O. Henry — Sidney W. Porter ( 1862-I910) — and he 
wrote her this letter of acknowledgment on October 28, 

Mrs, Jones had dedicated her book 

To those who love music hut have no 
opportunity of familtart^tng themselves 
With grand opera 

Your publishers sent me your latest book some days ago, and your 
card accompanying it leads me to suspect that you instigated the deed. 

I am sure proud to get it; and have waited a few days before writing 
in order to send with my acknowletigment my latest volume of poor, 
insignilicant, tiresome, unv^rth>, dull, pusillanimous, insufferable 
stories. 

(Of course you understand that the adjectives are hypocritical.) 

I am going to read Stars of the Opera carefully, and use the informa- 
tion in my conversation to gain a 'Yep" as a musical critic without 
having to go through the work of listening to the music. 

1 feel that 1 am one of the dedicatees of your book, and that the 
printer has been in error, and that it should read 'To those who 
love musicians but have no opportunity tc familiarize themselves 
with writers of grand opera." 

Oh, those proof-readers! 

The interesting point about the following letter, written on Elec- 
lion Day, 1912, to President-elect Woodrow Wilson by Walter 
Hines Page, is that it was written in the faith and confidence of 

” Used bv pennission of I iftlc. Brovn. and Company. 

” l-rom Letters to Lithopnhs, bv Mabel W' agnails. Copyright 1922. Doubleday. Doran, 
and Company. Inc 
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Wihon*s worthy leadership and deserved sticcess before its author 
had heard the election returns. The congratulations were due no 
matter what happened! 

My dear Mr. President-elect: 

Before ^oing into town to hear the returns, I write you my con- 
gratulations. Even if you were defeated, I should still congratulate 
you on putting a Presidential campaign on a higher level than it 
has ever before reached since Washington's time . Your grip became 
firmer and your sweep wider every week. It wa^ inspiring to watch 
the unfolding of the deep meaning of it and to see the people’s grasp 
of the main idea. It was fairly, highly, freely won, and now we enter 
the Era of Great Opportunity. It is hard to measure the extent 
or the thrill of the new interest in public affairs and the new hope 
that you have “ aroused in thousands of men who were becoming 
hopeless under the long-drawn-out reign of privilege. 

To the big burden of suggestions that you are receiving, may I add 
these small ones? 

1 Call Congress in extra session mainly to revise the tariff and in- 
cidentally to prepare the way for rural credit societies. 

The time is come when the land must be developed by the new 
agriculture and farming made a business. This calls for money. 
Every acre will repay a reasonable loan on long lime at a fair interest 
rate, and group-borrowing develops the men quite as much as the 
men will develop the soil. It saved the German Empire and is 
remaking Italy. And this is the proper use of much of the money 
that now flows into the reach of the credit barons. This building 
up of farm life will restore the equilibrium of our civilization and, 
besides, will prove to be one half the solution of our currency and 
credit problem. 

2 Set your trusted friends immediately to work, every man in the 
field he knows best, to prepare briefs for you on such great subjects 
and departments as the Currency, the Post Office, Conservation, Rural 
Credit, the Agricultural Department, which has the most direct power 
for good to the most people — to make our farmers as independent 
as Denmark's and to give our best country folk the dignity of the 
old-time English gentleman— this expert, independent information to 
compare with your own knowledge and with official reports. 

3 The President reads (or speaks) his Inaugural to the people. Why 
not go back to the old custom of himself delivering his Messages lo 
Congress? Would that not restore a feeling of comradeship in respon- 
sibility and make the L.egislativc branch feel nearer to the F-xecutive? 
Every President of our time has sooner or later got away with 
Congress. 

I cannot keep from saying what a new thrill of hope and tingle of 
expectancy I feel — as of a great event about to happen for our country 
and for the restoration of popular government; for you will keep 
your rudder true. 

Used by permission of Houghton Mifflin Company. 
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When Dr, Frank P, Graves was appointed Commissioner of 
Edmation in the State of New York to sticceed Dr. John H. 
Finley, who left this high educational office to join The New 
York Times editorial staff, he received from Doctor Finley this 
fine congratulatory tribute, under date of June 29, 1921 : 

If I were as well qualified for the position to which you have been 
elected as you are, I think I should not have let you be my successor 
so soon. As it is I am now sure that I have done the best for all 
concerned; I am in a place where I can be more serviceable to my 
own day and generation — and you can do more in the position which 
I have left. Together we ought to be doing more than twice as much 
as each was doing in his old position. My service has been chiefly 
to magnify positions so that more competent mlpn will take them. 
I think that I may assume that I have succeeded 6nce more. 

I subscribe myself (as 1 shall soon come to be known) as 

Your predecessor 


Employees sometimes complain that good work is not more fre- 
quently approved with enthusiasm by employers. One employer, 
at least, deserves to be excepted from this complaint — the one, for 
instance, who sent the following congratulatory letter to a field 
man: 

The other day while the members of our firm were in executive 
session I was abruptly summoned before them. To say that I was 
flabbergasted is to dci my feelings injustice. 1 was panic-stricken I 

But what do you suppose tivv wanted? First, to know the name of 

the man w'ho is doing such remarkable work in the territory. 

Second, to order him congratulated and given a bonus! 

You are hereby, herein, and herewith ujNCKvruLATEO, Dave Richman, 
and with all the heart 1 am able to conve>' And you are hereby, 
herein, and herewith presented woth a check, a bonus voted bv the 
executives themselves— a bonus of four figures to the left of the deci- 
mal point! 

All of which makes me feel pretty cheap. I should have done or 
recommended all of this in the first place, openly and directly. I 
should have gone to them voluntarily to Ho it, instead of letting them 
find out for themselves in my report. 

So, you’re getting a letter of apology as well as congratulation. And 
as far as Tm concerned the apology is the more touching of the two. 
I found you. I placed you in that territory; and I should have been 
the first to reward you, especially since you have made a success of 
a place that five men had previou.sly failed in. 

*• U.sed by permission of Or. |ohn H. Finley. 
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And Tm making no excuses, except to say that I’m just a DUB, while 
you— YOU— DAVli RlCl IMAN— YOU'KLi Tllli lOPS! 

P.S. The Boss will write you personally in a day or two, he says. 

Counsel 

Advice is cheap and is usually ignored. These may be the reasons 
why there is so much of it, especially in letters;^ Its very momen- 
tum is essential to offset its wholesale neglect. Inasmuch as most 
of the letters in this section pertain to writing, their inclusion in 
a book of this kind may be important. 

Philip Dormer Stanhope, the Earl of Chesterfield (1694-1773), 
was one of the great masters of the epistolary art, tho be is said 
never to have thought that his letters would be published. Many 
of his best ones were written to his son for that young mans 
personal and social improvement. If they had achieved only this, 
their author would have felt himself amply rewarded, lie him- 
self seemed to hold some doubts, however, whether the progeny 
would benefit by the ''prodigious quantity of manure which had 
been spread upon hint’ (his own words). The following letPer 
was written on September 27, 1748. The salutation is *'l)ear 
Boy,'* the complimentary closing Adieu.** This is but one of 
many letters of the same length or longer containing advice on 
dress, fashion, behavior, writing, and like subjects. Any boy who 
could have absorbed all the advice would have been a prodigy. 

I have received your Latin Lecture upon War, which, though it is 
not exactly the same Latin that ('.tesar, Cicero. Horace, Virgil, and 
Ovid spoke, is. however, as good Latin as the erudite Oernian.^ speak 
or write! I have always ubserv'ed that the mcjsi learned people, that 
is, those who have reatl the nio;>t Latin, write the worst; and that 
distinguishes the Latin of a gentleman scholar Injm that of a pedant. 
A gentleman has probably read no other Latin than that of the 
Augustan age; and therefore can WTite no other w'hereas the pedant 
has read much more bad Latin than good, and consequently writes 
so loo. He looks upon the best classical books, as books lor scIkkjI- 
boys, and conse(|uentIv below him; but pores over fragments of 
obscure authors, treasures up the obsolete words w'hich he meets with 
there, and uses them upon all occasions, to show his reading, at the 
expense of his judgment. Plautus is his favourite author, not for 
the sake of the wit and the vis cornua of his cometlies, but upon 
account of the many obsolete words, and the cant ol low characters, 
which arc to be met with no where else. He will rather use oUi than 
ilii, optiime than optimc, and any bad word rather than anv gootl 
one, provided he can but prove that, strictly speaking, it is Latin; 
that is, that it was written by a Roman. By this rule, 1 might now 
write to you in the language of Chaucer or’ Spenser, and assert that 



4 > 


THE QUICK AND THE DEAD 

I wrote English, because it was English in those days; but I should 
be a most affected puppy if 1 did so, and you would not understand 
three words of my letter. All these, and such-like affected pecu- 
liarities, are the characteristics of learned coxcombs and pedants, and 
are carefully avoided by all men of sense. 

Your letters, except when upon a given subject, arc exceedingly laconic, 
and answer neither my desires, nor the purpose of letters; wnich should 
be familiar conversations between absent friends. As I desire to live 
with Nou upon the footing of an intimate friend, and not of a parent, 

1 could wish that your letters gave me more particular accounts of 
yourself, and of your lesser transactions. When you write to me, 
suppose vourself conversing freely with me, by the fireside. In that 
case, you would naturally mention the incidents of the day; as where 
you had been, whom >'ou had seen, what you thought of them, etc. 
Do this in your letters: acquaint me sometimes with your studies: 
sometimes with your diversions; tell me of any new persons and 
characiers that .vou meet in c<mipanv, and add your own observations 
upon them: in short, let me see more of you in your letters. 

Mow do you go on with Lord Pulteney; and how does he go on at 
Leipzig? lias he learning, has he parts, has he application? Is he 
gocxl or ill-natured? In short, what is he, at least, what do you think 
of him? \’ou may tell me without reserve, for 1 promise you secrecy. 
^'ou are now of an age, that I am desirous of beginning a confidential 
corresiJondence with >ou; and, as I shall, on my part, write you very 
f reels' niy opinion on men and things, which I should often be very 
unwilling that ainbodv but you or Mr. llarte should see; so, on 
\’our pari, if >'(>u write me without reserve, you may depend upon 
my inviolable secrecy. 

If you have ever looked into the letters of Madame de Sevigne to 
her daughter Madame de Grignan, you must have observed the ease, 
treevlom. and friemlship ot that correspondence, and yet I hope, and 
beliew, that they d’d not love one another belter than we do. Tell 
me what books you are n v r^-ading, either by way of study f^r 
amusement; how' you pass your evenings vvhen at home, and where 
N'ou pass them when abroad. I know \ ou go sometimes to Madame 
Valentin's assembh’ What do you tt ere; do you play, or sup. or 
is it only la belle i ofiver^alion'^ Do \ou mind your dancing, while 
your dancing-master is with \our As you will be often uiuler the 
necessity- of dancing a minuet, I would have you dance it very well. 
Remember that the graceful motion of the arms, the giving of the 
hand, and the putting on, and the pulling off of your hat genteelly, 
are the material parts of a gentleman’s dancing. But the greatest 
advantage ol dancing well, is. that it nccessarilv teaches you to pre- 
sent vourself. to sit. stand, and walk genteelly, all of which are of 
real importance to a man uf fashion. 

1 should wish that you w'ere polished, beiore you go to Berlin; where, 
as v'ou will he in a great deal of gcKxI company, I would have you 
have the right manners for it. It is a very considerable article to 
have le ton de la bonne compaftnie, in vour destination particularly. 
The principal business of a foreign minister is, to get into the secrets, 
and to know all Ics alltaes of the Courts at which he resides; this 
he can never bring about, but by such a pleasing address, such engag- 
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ing manners, and such an insinuating behaviour, as may make him 
sought for, and in some measure domestic, in the best company and 
the best families of the place. He will, then, indeed, be well informed 
of all that passes; either by the confidences made him, or by the 
carelessness of people in his company: who are accustomed to look 
upon him as one of them, and consequently (are) not upon their 
guard before him. For a Minister, who only goes to the Court he 
resides at in form, to ask an audience of the Prince or the Minister, 
upon his last instructions, puts them upon their guard, and will never 
know anything more than what they have a mipd that he should 
know. Here women may be put to some use. A King’s mistress, or 
a Minister's wife or mistress, may give great and useful information; 
and are very apt to do it, being proud to show that they have been 
trusted. But then, in this case, the height of that sort of address 
which strikes women, is requisite; 1 mean that easy politeness, grace- 
ful and genteel address, and that exterieur hrillant, which they cannot 
withstand. There is a sort of men so like women, that they are to 
be taken just in the same way — I mean those who are commonly 
called fine men, who swarm at all Courts — ^who have little reflection, 
and less knowledge; but who, by their good breeding dsid train-train 
of the world, are admitted into all companies; and, by the imijrudence 
or carelessness of their superiors, pick up secrets worth knowing, and 
easily got out of them by proper address. 

The following letter was written hy Chesterfield to his son on 
September 5, 1748. The young man was then in his seventeentlT 
year, on the threshold of the period, his father considered, when 
he should be advised regarding the ** correct way to view and to 
treat womankind.'* In spite of all the advice (perhaps because 
of it!) that was showered upon him, Philip Stanhope - ! I disap- 
pointed and grieved his father. When the son died at the age of 
thirty-six the Ch ester fieldian tradition of '‘brilliant manners and 
glamorous suavity” received a shock upon learning that the hoy 
had for some time been secretly married to a woman below his 
station. 

As women are a considerable, or at least a pretty numerous, part of 
company, and as their suffrages go a great way toward establishing 
a man's character in the fashionable part of the world — ^which is of 
great importance to the fortune and figure he proposes to make in 
it — it is necessary to please them. 1 will therefore, upon this subject, 
let you into certain arcaiia}^^ that will be very useful for you to 
know, but which you must with the utmost care conceal, and never 
seem to know. 

Women, then, are only children of a larger growth; they have an 
entertaining tattle and sometimes wit, but for solid, reasoning good 
sense, I never in my life knew one that had it, or acted consequen- 
tially for four-and-twenty hours together. Some little passion or 
humor always breaks in upon their best resolutions. Their beauly 
neglected or controverted, their age increased, or their supposed 

“Secrets. 
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understandings depreciated instantly kindles their little passions, and 
overturns any system of consequential conduct that in their most 
reasonable moments they might have been capable of forming. A 
man of sense only trifles with them, plays with them, humors and 
flatters them, as he does with a sprightly, forward child; but he 
neither consults them about, nor trusts them with, serious matters, 
though he often makes them believe that he does both—which is the 
thing in the world that they are proud of; for they love mightily to 
be dabbling in business— which, by the way, they always spoil — and, 
being justly distrustful that men in general look upon them in a 
trifling light, they almost adore that man who talks more seriously 
to them, and who seems to consult them — 1 say, who seems, for weak 
men really do, but wise ones only seem to do it. 

No flattery is either too high or too low for them. They will greedily 
swallow the highest, and gratefully accept of the lowest; and you 
may safely flatter any woman, from her understanding down to the 
exquisite taste of her fan. Women who are either indisputably 
beautiful or indisputably ugly are best flattered upon the score ol 
their understandings; but those who are in a state of mediocrity are 
best flattered upon their beauty, or at least their graces; for every 
woman who is not absolutely ugly thinks herself handsome, but, not 
hearing often that she is so. is the more grateful and the more obliged 
to the few who tell her so; whereas a decided and conscious beauty 
looks upon every tribute paid to her beauty only as her due, but 
wants to shine and to be considered on the side of her understand- 
ing; and a woman who is ugly enough to know that she is so, knows 
that she has nothing left but her understanding, which is consequently 
— and probably in more senses than one — her weak side. 

But these are secrets that you must keep inviolably, if you would 
not, like Orpheus,^" torn to pieces by the whole sex. On the con- 
trary, a man who thinks of living in the great world must be gallant, 
polite, and attentive to please the women. They have, from the 
weakness of men, more or less influence in all courts, they absolutely 
stamp every man's character in the beau monde}^ and make it either 
current, or cry it down and stop it in payments. It is, therefore, 
absolutely necessary to manage, please, and flatter them, and never 
to discover the least marks of contempt, which is what they never 
forgive. 


Chesterfield wrote this note to Mrs. Ann Kirkby whose clergyman 
son he had accommodated with the living at Burton. Mrs. Kirkby 
always felt an obligation for his granting this favor, the more so, 
perhaps, since he wrote her at the time that he found nothing 
very bad in the young mans character, and yet nothing very 
edifying in it. 

*^The husband of Eurydice. After h^r death he scorned the advances of the Thracian 
women, and for this they tore him to pieces. 

*■ Polite world. 
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J^p gfp Mt /ppdpu 

^ duA'TAJcMtd t/ dt^ 




Samuel Johnson (1709-1784) wrote as follows on December S, 
1763, to James Boswell who was at the University of Utrecht 
studying civil law. This was the year in which he had met 
Boswell, who for the next twenty years was to he so closely asso- 
ciated with him. The gentleman referred to in the fifth paragraph 
is Boswell himself. 

You are not U> think yourself forgotten, or criminally neglectcJ, 
that you have haJ yet no letter from me. I love to see my (rieiuls, 
to hear from them, to talk to them, and to talk of them, but it is 
not without a con.siderablc effort of resolution that I prevail ujh)!! 
myself to write. I would not, however, gratify my own indolence 
by the omission of any important duly, or any office ol real kindness. 

To tell you that I am or am not w'ell, that I have or have not been 
in the country, that I drank your health in the room in which we 
last sat together, and that your acquaintance conlinue to speak ol 
you with their former kindness, topics with which those letters are 
commonly filled which are written only for the sake of writing, 1 
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seldom shall think worth communicating; but if I can have it in 
my power to calm any harassing disquiet, to excite any virtuous 
desire, to rectify any important opinion, or fortify any generous reso- 
lution, you need not doubt but I shall at least wish to prefer the 
pleasure of gratifying a friend much less esteemed than yourself, 
before the gloomy calm of idle vacancy. Whether I shall easily 
arrive at an exact punctuality of correspondence, I cannot tell. 1 
shall, at present, expect that you will receive this in return for two 
which 1 have had from you. The first, indeed, gave me an account 
so hopeless of the state of your mind, that it hardly admitted or 
deserved an answer; by the second 1 was much better pleased; and 
the pleasure will still be increased by such a narrative of the progress 
of your studies, as may evince the continuance of an equal and 
rational application of your mind to some useful inquiry. 

You will, perhaps, wish to ask, what study 1 would recommend. I 
shall not speak of theology, because it ought not to be considered 
as a question whether you shall endeavour to know the will of G<»d. 

I shall, therefore, consider only such studies as we are at liberty to 
pursue or to neglect; and of these 1 know not how you will make a 
better choice, than by studying the civil law as your father advises, 
and the ancient languages, as >ou had determined for yourself; at 
least resolve, while you remain, in any settled residence, to spend a 
certain number of hours every day amongst your books. 7'he dissi- 
pation of thought of which you complain, is nothing more than the 
vacillation of a mind suspended betw'een different motives, and chang- 
ing its direction as any motive gains or loses strength. If you can 
but kindle in your mind any strong desire, if you can but keep pre- 
dominant any wish for some particular excellence or attainment, the 
gusts of imagination will break aw-ay without any effect upon your 
conduct, and commonly without any traces left upon the memory. 

There lurks, perhaps, in every human heart a desire of distinction, 
which incline.s every man first to hope, and then to believe, that 
Nature has given him something peculiar to himself. This vanity 
makes one mind nurse aversion, and another actuate desires, till they 
rise by art much above their original state of power: and as affecta- 
tion in lime improves to habit, they at la^t tyrannize o\er him who 
at first encouraged them only for show. Every desire is a viper in 
the bosom, who, while he w^as chill, was harmless; but when warmth 
gave him strength, exerted it in poison. >'ou know a gentleman, 
who, when first he set his foot in the gay world, as he prepared him- 
self to whirl in the vortex of pleasure, imagined a total indifference 
and universal negligence to be the most agreeable concomitants of 
youth, and the strongest indication of an airy temper and a quick 
apprehension. Vacant to every object, and sensible of every impulse, 
he thought that all appearance of diligence v\ould deduct something 
from the reputation of genius; and hoped that he should appear to 
attain, amidst all the ease of carelessness, and all the tumult of diver- 
sion, that knowledge and those accomplishments which mortals of 
the common fabric obtain only by mule abstraction and solitary 
drudgery. He tried this scheme of life awhile, was made weary of it 
by his sense and his virtue, he then wished to return to his studies; 
and finding long habits of idleness and pleasure harder to be cured 
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than he expected, still willing to retain his claim to some extraor- 
dinary prerogatives, resolved the common consequences of irregularity 
into an unalterable decree of destiny, and concluded that Nature 
had originally formed him incapable of rational employment. 

Let all such fancies, illusive and destructive, be banished hence- 
forward from your thoughts for ever. Resolve, and keep your 
resolution; choose, and pursue your choice. If you spend this day 
in study, you will find yourself still more able to study tomorrow; 
not that you are to expect that you shall at once obtain a complete 
victory. Depravity is not very easily overcome. Resolution will some- 
times relax, and diligence will sometimes be interrupted; but let no 
accidental surprise or deviation, whether short or long, dispose you to 
desijondency. Consider these failings as incident to all mankind. 
Be^'n again where you left off, and endeavour to avoid the seducements 
that prevailed over you before. 

This, my dear Boswell, is advice which, perhaps, has been often given 
you, and given you without effect. But this advice, if you will not 
take from others, you must take from your own reflections, if you 
purpose to do the duties of the station to which the bounty of Provi- 
dence has called you. 

Let me have a long letter from you as soon as you can. I hope you 
continue your journal, and enrich it with many observations upon the 
country in which you reside. It will be a favour if you can get me any 
books in the Frisick language, and can inquire how the poor are main- 
tained in the Seven Provinces. I am, dear Sir, your most affectionate 
servant, • 

To his good friend William Unwin, the poet William Cowper 
(173U1S00) spoke his mind about tetter writing, among other 
subjects. He had once written to Unwin that he thought Pope the 
''most disagreeable maker of epistles that I ever met with.'' He 
himself aimed "not to point every sentence with a conceit, but to 
write sensibly only his uppermost thoughts'' In this letter of 
August 6, 1780, he seems to have succeeded. The note of pes- 
simism at the end is characteristic of Cowper (see page 76). 

You like to hear from me: this is a very good reason why I should 
write. But 1 have nothing to say; this seems equally a good reason 
why I should not. Yet, if you had alighted from your horse at our 
door this morning, and at this present writing, being five o'clock in the 
afternoon, had found occasion to say to me, “Mr. Cowper, you have 
not spoken since 1 came in; have you resolved never to speak again?" 
it would be but a poor reply, if, in answer to the summons, I should 
plead inability as my best and only excuse. And this, by the way. 
suggests to me a seasonable piece of instruction, and reminds me of 
what I am very apt to forget, when I have any epistolary business in 
hand, that a letter may be written upon anything or nothing, just as 
anything or nothing happens to occur. A man that has a journey 
before him, twenty miles in length, which he is to perform on foot, 
will not hesitate and doubt whether he shall set out or not, because 
he does not readily conceive how he shall ever reach the end of it; 
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for he knows, that by the simple operation of moving one foot forward 
first, and then the other, he shall be sure to accomplish it. 

So it is in the present case, and so it is in every similar case. A letter 
is written as a conversation is maintained, or a journey performed; 
not by preconcerted, or premeditated means, a new contrivance, or an 
invention never heard of before, but merely by maintaining a progress, 
and resolving as a postilion does, having once set out, never to stop 
till we reach the appointed end. If a man may talk without thinking, 
why may he not write upon the same terms? A grave gentleman of 
the last century, a tie-wig, square-toe, Steinkirk figure, would say, 
*‘My good sir, a man has no right to do either." But it is to be hoped 
that the present century has nothing to do with the mouldy opinions 
of the last; and so, good Sir Launcelot, or Sir Paul, or whatever be 
your name, step into your picture-frame again, and look as if you 
thought for another century, and leave us moderns, in the meantime, 
to^ think when we can, and to write whether we can or i.ol, else we 
might as well be dead, as you are. 

When we look back upon our forefathers, we seem to look back upon 
the people of another nation, almost upon creatures of another species. 
Their vast rambling mansions, spacious halls, and painted casements, 
the gothic porch smothered with honeysuckles, their little garilens and 
high walls, their box-edging, balls of holly, and >jvv-tree statues, are 
become so entirely unfashionable now, that we can hardly believe it 
possible, that a people who resembled us so little in their tastes, should 
resemble us in anything else. But in everything else, I suppose, they 
were our counterparts exactly; and time, that has sewed uj) the slashed 
sleeve and reduced the large trunk hose to a neat pair of silk-stockings, 
has left human nature just where it found it. The inside of the man, 
at least, has undergone no change. His passions, appetites, and aims, 
are just what they ever were. They wear, perhaps, a handsomer dis- 
guise than they did in days of yore; for philosophy and literature will 
have their effect upon the exterior: but in every other respect a modern 
is only an ancient in a different dress. 

Sydney Smith (1771-1845) advised his son, Douglas, in regard 
to history and poetry, and other things, as he left home for 
school. 

Concerning this Mr. , 1 would not have you put any trust in 

him, for he is not trustworthy; but so live with him as if one day 
or other he were to be your enemy. With such a character as his, 
this is a necessary precaution. 

In the time you can give to English reading you should consider 
what it is most needful to have, what it is most shameful to want- 
shirts and stockings before frills and collars. Such is the history of 
your own country, to be studied in Hume, then in Rapin's History 
of England, with Tindal’s Continuation. Hume takes you to the end 
of James the Second, Rapin and Tindal will carry you to the end of 
Anne, Then, Coxe's Life of Sir Robert Walpole and the Duke of 
Marlborough: and these read with attention to dates and geography. 
Then, the history of the other three or four enlightened nations in 
Europe. Tor the English poets, I will let you off at present with 



54 


TAKE A LETTER. PLEASE! 


Milton, Dryden, Pope, and Shakespeare; and remember, always in 
books keep the best company. Don't read a line of Ovid, till you 
have mastered Virgil; nor a line of Thomson, till you have exhausted 
Pope; nor of Massinger, till you are familiar with Shakespeare. 

1 am glad you liked your box and its contents. Think of us as we 
think of you; and send us the most acceptable of all presents — the 
information that you are improving in all particulars. 

The greatest of all human mysteries are the Westminster holidays. 
If you can get a peep behind the curtain, pray let us know imme- 
diately the day of your coming home. 

We have had about three or four ounces of rain here; that is all. 
1 heard of your being wet through in l.ondon, and envied you very 
much. 1'hc whole of this parish is pulverised from long and excessive 
drought. Our whole properly depends upon the tranquillity of the 
winds: if it blow before it rains, we shall all be up in the air in the 
shape of dust, and we shall be tramparkhed we know not where. 
God bless you, my dear boy! 1 hope we shall soon meet at Lydiard 

Charles Dickens (ISI2-IS70) permed this letter to his youngest 
son, Edward Rulwer Lyiton Dickens, when in 186S the young 
man left his home in England to go on his own in Australia: 

1 write this note today because your going away is much upon my 
mind, and because I w'ant you to have a few parting words from me 
to think of now and then at quiet times. 1 need iiot tell you#that I 
love you dearl\', and am very, very sorry in my heart to part with 
you. Rut this'life is half made up of partings, and these pains must 
be borne. It is my comfort and my sincere conviction that you are 
going to try the life for which you are best fitted. I think its free- 
dom and wildness more suited to you than any experiment in a sludv 
or office w'ould ever ha\e been; ami without that training, you could 
have followed no other suitable occupation. 

What you have already wanted until now has been a set, steatly, 
constant purpose. I therefore exhort you to pei severe in a thoiough 
determination to do whatever you have to do as w'cll as you can do 
it. I was not so old as you arc now when I first had to win my 
food, and do this out of this determination, and I have never slack- 
ened in it since. 

Never take a mean advantage of any one in any transaction, and 
never be hard upon people who are in >’our power. Try to do to 
others, as you would have them do to you, and do not be discour- 
aged if they fail sometimes. It is much better for y'ou that they 
should fail in obeying the greatest rule laid down by our Saviour, 
than that you should. 

I put a New Testament among ymur books, for the very same rea- 
sons, and with the very same hopes that made me write an easy 
account of it for y'ou, when you were a little child; because it is 
the best book that ever was or will be known in the world, and 
because it teaches you the best lessons by which any human creature 
who tries to be truthful and faithful to duty can possibly be guided. 
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As your brothers have gone away, one by one, I have written to each 
such words as I am now writing to you, and have entreated them all 
to guide themselves by this book, putting aside the interpretations 
and inventions of men. 

You will remember that you have never at home been wearied about 
religious observances for mere formalities. 1 have always been anxious 
not to w'eary my children with such things before they are old enough 
to form opinions respecting them. You will therefore understand the 
better that I now most solemnly impress upon you the truth and 
beauty of the Christian religion, as it came from Christ Himself, 
and the impossibility of your going far wrong if you humbly but 
heartily respect it. 

Only one thing more on this head. The more we are in earnest as to 
feeling it, the less we are disposed to hold forth about it. Never 
abandon the wholesome practice of saying your private prayers, 
night and morning. 1 have never abandoned it myself, and I know 
the comfort of it. 

I hope you will always be able to say in after life, that you had 
a kind father. You cannot show >our" affection for him so well, or 
make him so happy, as by doing your duty. 

Charles Dickens wrote in the following facetious vein to his old 
actor-friend, Wilham Charles Macready (see page 106), on May 
24, 1851, just after Macready had retired to the country. Inas- 
much as the actor-manager was born and had lived in London 
for half a century, few people knew their London better. The 
play referred to ts Bulwer-Lytton s "'Not so Bad as We Seem,** 
an amateur performance for charity, in which Dickens was 
appearing. 

We are getting in a good heap of money for the Guild. The comedy 
has been very much improveti, in m:in>' respects, since you read it. 
rhe scene lo which >ou refer is certainly one of the most telling in 
the plav. And there ts a farce lo be produced on Tuesday next, 
wherein a distinguished amateur will sustain a \ariciy of assumption- 
parts, and in particular. Samuel Weller and Mrs. Gamp, of which 
1 say no more. 1 am pining for BroadNknrs, where the chiKiren are 
at present. 1 lurk from the sun, during the best part of the day, 
in a villainous compound of darkness, canvas, sawdust, general dust, 
stale gas (i»ivol\ing a vague smell ol pepper), and disenchanted prop- 
erties. Cut I hope to gel down on Wednesdav or Thursday. 

Ah! 3T)ii country gentlemen, who li\e at home at case, how little do 
you think of us among the London fleas! But they tell me you are 
coming in for Dorsetshire. You must be very careful, when you 
come to town to attend lo your parliamentary duties, never to ask 
your w'ay of people in the stieels. T hey will misdirect you for what 
the vulgar call “a lark," meaning, in this connection, a jest at your 
expense. Always g<^ into some respectable shop or apply to a police- 
man. You will know him by his being dressed in blue, w'ith very 
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dull silver buttons, and by the top of his hat being made of sticking- 
plaster. You may perhaps see in some odd place an intelligent-looking 
man, with a curious little wooden table before him and three thimbles 
on it. He will want you to bet, but don't do it. He really desires 
to cheat you. And don’t buy at auctions where the best plated goods 
are being knocked down for next to nothing. These, too, are delu- 
sions. If you wish to go to the play to see real good acting (though 
a little more subdued than perfect tragedy should be), 1 would recom- 
mend you to see at the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. Anybody 

will show it to you. It is near the Strand, and you may know it by 
seeing no company w'hatever at any of the doors. Cab fares are eight- 
pence a mile. A mile London measure is \half a Dorsetshire mile, 
recollect. Porter is twopence per pint; what is called stout is four- 
pence. The Zoological Gardens are in the Regent's Park, and the 
price of admission is one shilling. Of the streets, I would recommend 
you to see Regent Street and the Quadrant, Bond Street, Piccadilly, 
Oxford Street, and Cheapside. I think these will please you after a 
time, though ’the tumult and bustle w'ill at first bewilder you. Ik 1 
can serve you in any way, pray command me. And with m\' best 
regarils to >our happy fariiilv, so remote from this Babel, 

Believe me, my dear Friend, 

Ever affectionately yours, 

P.S. I forgot to mention just now that the black equestrian figure 
you will see at Charing Cross, as you go down to the 1 louse, is a 
statue of Kwg Charles the First, 

Very import ant indeed was the advice that James Russell Lowell 
( I8I9~IS9I ) wrote to William Dean Howells on December 21, 
1882. It was important not only for Howells, but it is important 
for every young person today who is facing toward a career, as 
•every young person should be. 

I was very glad to get your letter, though it put me under bonds to 
he wiser than I have ever had the skill to be. If I remember rightly. 
Panurge's doubts w'ere increased by consulting the Oracle, hut how 
did the Oracle feel? Did it ever occur to you that a certain share 
of our sympathy should go in that direction? 

My best judgment is this, and like all good judgment it is to a con- 
siderable degree on both sides of the question. If you are able now, 
without overw'orking mind or body, to keep the wolf from the 
door and to lay by something for a rainy day — and I mean, of course, 
without being driven to work with your left hand because the better 
one is tired out — 1 should refuse^ the offer, or should hesitate to 
accept it. If you are a systematic worker, independent of mf)ods. 
and sure of your genius whenever you want it, there might be no 
risk in accepting. You would have the advantage of a fixed in- 
come to fall back on. Is this a greater advantage than the want of 
it w'ould be as a spur to industry? Was not the occasion of Shake- 
speare’s plays (I don't say the motive of 'em) that he had to write? 
And are any of us likely to be better inspired than he? Does not 
inspiration, in some limited sense at least, come with the exercise 
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thereof, as the appetite with eating? Is not your hand better for 
keeping it in, as they say? 

A professorship takes a great deal of time, and, if you teach in any 
more direct way than by lectures, uses up an immense stock of 
nerves. Your inevitable temptation (in some sort your duty) will 
be to make yourself learned — ^which you haven't the least need to be 
as an author (if you only have me at your elbow to correct your 
English now and then, naughty boy!). If you can make your pro- 
fessorship a thing apart — but can you and be honest? I believe the 
present generation doesn't think 1 was made for a poet, but I think 
I could have gone nearer convincing 'em if 1 had not estranged the 
muse by donning a professor's gown. I speak of myself because you 
wanted my experience. 1 am naturally indolent, and being worked 
pretty hard in the College, was willing to be content with the amount 
of work that was squeezed out of me by my position, and let what 
my nature might otherwise have forced me into go. As I said before, 
if you can reckon on your own temperament, accept. If you have 
a doubt, dont, 1 think you will divine what I am driving at. 

I find everybody here reading your books, and you know very well 
how much pleasure that gives me. Thev wish to see >'ou, and I hope 
when you come back you will stay and let 'em do it. I wish you 
:ould know my hostess, for instance — noble in all senses of the word. 
i am stag ing here for a few days wdth a large parly in a house as 
big as a small town, and a beautiful country of hill and dale and 
gray birch woods. Enough to say that there was once a convent 
here. The monks always had an eye for country. 

You will have to be very fine w'hen you show yourself in England, 
to look like the portrait 1 have painted of \'ou — but I am willing to 
take the venture. 

Inexorable lunch has sounded, and I must say goodby. I should say, 
on the whole — it is sale to ask my advice, but not to follow it. But 
then, people never do. 

Robert Louis Stevenwn set doum in a letter to William Archer 

'"the only test / know of writing'* It was written at Saranac 
Lake, New York, in the winter of ISSS.^'^ 

Pretty sick in bed; but necessary to protest and continue your edu- 
cation 

Why was Jenkin an amateur in my eyes? >'oii think because not 
amusing (1 think he often was amusing). The reason is this: I never, 
or almost never, saw two pages oi' his work that I could not have 
put in one without the smallest loss of material. That is the only 
test I know of writing. If there is anyw'here a thing said in two 
sentences that could have been as clearly and as engagingly and as 
forcibly said in one, then it’s aniateiir work. Then you will bring 
me up with old Dumas. Nav, the object of a story is to be long, 
to fill up hours; the story-teller’s art of writing is to water out by 
continual invention, historical and technical, and yet not seem to 
water: seem on the other hand to practise that same wit of con- 
spicuous and declaialory condensation which is the proper art of 

Used by permission of Charles Scribner’s Sons. 
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writing. That is one thing in which my stories fail: I am always 
cutting the flesh off their bones. 

I would rise from the dead to preach! 

Hope all well. 1 think my wife better, but she's not allowed to write; 
and this (only wrung from me by desire to Boss and Parsonise and 
Dominate, strong in sickness) is my first letter for days, and will 
likely be my last for many more. Not blame my wife for her silence : 
doctor’s orders. All much interested by your last, and fragment from 
brother, and anecdotes of Tomarcher. — 1'he sick but still Moral 

P.S. Tell Shaw to hurry up: 1 want another. 

Ildward Bok (1863-1930) once had an interesting talk with Mark 
Twain and, with the humorist* s permis!^ion, wrote an account of 
it. He submitted it to Twain for check-up and approval before 
publication. This is the interesting if not altogether encouraging 
reply that Bok received from the author of "'Tom Sawyer** : 

No, no— it is like most interview's, pure twaddle, and valueless. 

For several quite plain and simple reasons, an “interview” must, as 
a rule, be an absurdity. And chiefly for this reason: it is an attempt 
to use a boat on land, or a wagon on water, to speak figuratively. 
Spoken speech is one thing, written speech is quite another. Print 
is a proper vehicle for the latter, but it isn't for the formei^ The 
moment “talk” is put into print you recogni/e that it is not what 
it was when you heard it; you perceive that an immense something 
has disappeared from it. That is its soul. You have nothing but 
a dead carcass left on your hands. Color, play of feature, the vary- 
ing modulations of voice, the laugh, the smile, the informing inflec- 
tions, everything that gave that body warmth, grace, friendliness, 
and charm, and commended it to your affection, or at least to your 
tolerance, is gone, and nothing is left, but a pallid, stiff, and repulsive 
cadaver. 

Such is “talk,” almost invariably, as you see it lying in state in an 
“interview,” The interviewer seldom tries to tell one how a thing 
was said; he merely puts in the naked remark, and stops there. When 
one writes for print, his methods are very different. He follows 
forms which have but little resemblance to conversation, but they 
make the reader understand what the writer is trying to convey. 
And w'hen the writer is making a story, and finds it necessary to 
report some of the talk of his characters, observe how cautiously' and 
anxiously he goes at that risky and difficult thing: 

“If he had dared to say that thing in my presence,” said Alfred, 
taking a mock heroic attitude, and casting an arch glance upon the 
company, “blood would have flowed.” 

“If he had dared to say that thing in my presence,” said Hawkwood, 
with that in his eye which caused more than one heart in that guilty 
assemblage to quake, “blood would have flowed.” 

^ Used by permission of Harper and Brothers. 
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‘'If he had dared to say that thing in my presence/' said the paltry 
blusterer, with valor on his tongue and pallor on his lips, ‘^blood 
would have flowed." 

So painfully aware is the novelist that naked talk in print conveys 
no meaning, that he loads, and often overloads, almost every utter- 
ance of his characters with explanations and interpretations. It is a 
loud confession that print is a poor vehicle for "talk"; it is a recog- 
nition that uninterpreled talk in print would result in confusion to 
the reader, not instruction. 

Now, in your interview you have certainly been most accurate, you 
have set down the sentences I uttered as I said them. But you have 
not a word of explanation; what my mannei was at several points is 
not indicated. I'herefore, no reader can possibly know where 1 was 
in earnest and where I was joking; or whether 1 was joking alto- 
gether or in earnest altogether. Such a report of a conversation has 
no value. It can convey many meanings to the reader, but never 
the right one. To add interpretations which would convey the right 
meaning is a something which would require — what? An art so high 
and fine and difficult that no possessor of it would ever be allowed 
to waste it on interviews. 

No; spare the reader and spare me; leave the whole interview out; 
it is rubbish. I wouldn't talk in my sleep if 1 couldn't talk better 
than that. 

If you wish to print anything print this letter; it may have some 
value, for it may explain to a reader here and there why it is that 
in interviews as a rule men seem to talk like anybody but them- 
selves. 

The letter below was written by a business man of national 
reputation, to his son who was just entering upon his freshman 
year. Identity is kept C 07 ifidential at request of the writer. But 
this letter was printed and widely circulated diirhig the young 
mans college career, and while it was merely an intimate personal 
letter when it was first sent thru the fuails, it has now deservedly 
become more or less a public or semi-public document. 

It is customary, I know, lor the younger generation — now romantically 
know'n as "llaniing \outh'' -to regard the old business morality as silly 
and iooli.sh. Perhaps thi.s is right. Perhaps this so-called new era of 
the radio and the talkie and the airplane has brought with it short- 
cut ilisregard of such homely virtues as punctuality, keeping one's 
promises, paying one’s bills doing a little bit more perhaps than one's 
job actually demands. But 1 don't think so, and I know a great many 
good people w'ho don t think so. 

The other dav I invited a voung college graduate to have lunch with 
me. 1 le has been out of college now almost a \'ear and he has been 
writing to me about giving him a job. 1 knew- his parents, both dead 
now, anti, while I have no opening for him, 1 thought it my duly 
to see him for their sake as well as for his own. lie appeared at the 
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luncheon table exactly forty minutes late, and greeted me thus, ”Sorry, 
Old Boy, got held up by a guy that wanted to touch me for some 
dough, broke as 1 am”! I’m about forty years his senior. But never 
mind that. The point is — my fear is — that he is typical and that his 
behavior is ominous of evil aays to come. 

We have in our store library only one copy of a cettain book that 
happens to be rather popular with our employees. When one employee 
the other day returned it almost a week overdue, our librarian re- 
proved him a little and showed him the waiting list. He also told him 
the old story of Lincoln’s walking several miles to return a book on 
time. The only reaction on the part of. the delinquent was this 
flippancy, “The more fool, Lincoln!” 

One of our salesmen placed a very large order not so long ago with a 
young man who was just opening a new business. The salesman 
frankly warned his inexperienced customer about the dangers of over- 
stocking — an unprecedented thing for a salesman to do, you may 
think. Not always. But the point is this: That young optimistic 
beginner in the ways of trade replied to him: “Oh, I can always go 
into bankruptcy, if 1 can’t make a go of it!” It was a joke then, ol 
course, even tho it did show a certain kind of moral laxity. Well 
last week that young man actually did go into bankruptcy, and hi? 
creditors — ^we among the rest — will probably never be paid. 

Now, I don’t want you, of all people under the sun, to think of mt 
as being fastidious or old-fogy or negligible because I am so nearly 
out of the picture. And I don't want you to be punctual ar\tl hones! 
and solvent and industrious for wy sake. I want you to be all these 
things for your own sake, and I want you so to use your college train- 
ing as to get them out of the next four years, get them deeply in- 
grained into your make-up, get them ineradicably incorporated into 
your mind and heart. For I do not believe that yet in your lime t!ie 
world will be ready to go entirely irresponsible and inconsiderate. I 
do not believe that the apparent, widespread carelessness in manners 
and morality on the part of the younger generation today will yet in 
your time be given the stamp of approval and become preferable in 
business practice to a sane, stable, wholesome, habitual respect for and 
observance of strict punctuality and honesty. 

And if, being your father, I am too close to you for you to take this 
counsel quite seriously, I beg of you, look around you with discern- 
ment. Study the great businesses in the country and the greatest busi- 
ness men and women, and discover for vourself what qualities of 
human character have built highest and most enduring. You are to 
take a commercial degree from one of the oldest and most revered 
institutions in this country. Unless that degree is to mean something 
to you and to those with whom you must associate thru life, by way 
of solid and fundamental business ethics, 1 could wish you to “flunk 
©ut” (your own patois) before the end of your first month in residence 
there. 

Declination 

It is not to be assumed that a negative letter — a letter that says 
no — necessarily has to be a dead letter. There are alive and 
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undiscouraging and constructive ways of saying no, of declining, 
of disagreeing. It may never be quite so easy to reply in the 
negative as in the affirmative — ^to be a «o-man rather than a 
y^x-man — but therein lies the challenge for the letter writer. 
Below are a few classic examples of letter declination that are 
deserving of study. 

Elizabeth Simpson ( 1753-1821 ), dramatist and actress, wrote the 
following declination of a marriage offer by the painter and 
actor, Joseph Inchbald. She later yielded to his proposal, how- 
ever, and as Mrs. Inchbald. became the author of nineteen plays 
and the editor of "The Modern Theatre" in ten volumes and 
"The British Theatre" in twenty-five volumes. She and her 
husband acted together for many years. This letter was written 
in p7l. 

You see, Mr. Inchbald, I have complied with your request, by answer- 
ing your letter immediately. Indeed, 1 was not a little disturbed at 
first sight of it, with wondering what new correspondent 1 had got; 
for as so many things ol consequence had occurred since 1 saw the 
hand, it had really slipt my remembrance. You inquire whether the 
pleasures of Bury fair are not worn ofl'* I must confess they are 
not; for although, like all others, they were intermixed with pains 
which at the time of enjoyment robbed 'em of the power of bestow- 
ing happiness, 3'et the recollection of 'em can bestow it: 'tis sw'eet, 
and not to be rivaled by any other, unless the delights of London, 
but they for some lime have daily grown the weakest, which can 
easily be accounted for; for as that impression was first made, 'tis 
natural it will be first erased. 

I find you have seen my thoughts on marriage; but, as you desire it, 

1 will repeat them. In spite of your eloquent pen, matrimony still 
appears to me vvith less charms than terrors: the bliss arising from it, 
I doubt not, is superior to any other — but best not to be ventured 
for (in my opinion) till some little time have proved the emptiness 
of all other; which it seldom fails to do. But to enter into marriage 
with the least reluctance, as fearing you are going to sacrifice part 
of >our time, must be greatly imprudent: fewer unhappy matches 
I think would be occasioned, if fewer persons were guilty of this 
indiscretion — an indiscretion that shocks me, and which I hope Heaven 
w'ill ever preserve me from: as must be your wish, if the regard that 
you have professed for me be really mine, which 1 am not wholly 
undeserving of: for, as much as the strongest friendship can allow, 

1 am, yours. 

The following letter, written by Robett Southey to Sir Robert 
Peel, declining a baronetcy that would have added three hundred 
pounds a year to his income, is worthy companion to the Carlyle 
letter below. Both aie strong-personality letters and both are 
businesslike in tone. This one was written on February 3, 1835. 
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No communication has ever surprised me so much as that which I 
have this day had the honour of receiving from you. 1 may truly 
say, also, that none has ever gratified me more, though it makes me 
feel how difficult it is to serve any one who is out of the way of 
fortune. An unreserved statement of my condition will be the fittest 
and most respectful reply. 

I have a pension of £200 conferred upon me through the good offices 
of my old friend and benefactor, Charles W. Wynn, when Lord Gren- 
ville went out of office; and I have the Laureateship. The salary of the 
latter was immediately appropriated, as fat as it went, to a life insur- 
ance of £3000. This, with an earlier insurince of £1000, is the whole 
provision 1 have made for my family; and what remains of the pension 
after the annual payments are made, is the w'hole of my certain income. 
All beyond must be derived from my own industry. Writing for a 
livelihood, a livelihood is all that 1 have gained; for having also some- 
thing better in view, and therefore never having courted popularity, 
nor written for the mere sake of gain, it has not been possible for me 
to lay by anything. Last year, for the first time in my life. 1 was 
provided with a year’s expenditure beforehand. The exposition might 
suffice to show how utterly unbecoming and unwise it would be to 
accept the rank, which, so greatly to my honour, you have solicited 
for me. and which his Majesty would so graciously have conferred. 
But the tone of your letter encourages me to say more. 

My life insurances have increased in value. With these, the produce 
of my library, my papers, and a posthumous edition of m;^ works, 
there will probably be £12,000 for my family at my decease Good 
fortune, with great exertions on the part of my surviving friends, 
might possibly extend this to £15,000, beyond which 1 do not dream 
of any possibility. 1 had bequeathed the whole to my wife, to be 
divided ultimately among our four children: and having thus provided 
for them, no man coultl have been more contented with his lot, nor 
more thankful to that Providence on whose especial blessing he knew 
that he was constantly, and as it w'ere immediately, dependent for his 
daily bread. 

But the confidence which 1 used to feel in myself is now failing. 1 was 
young, in health and heart, on my last birthday, when 1 completed 
my sixtieth year. Since then I have been shaken at the root. It has 
pleased God to visit me wnth the .severest of all domestic alHictions, 
those alone excepted into which guilt enters. My wife, a true help- 
mate as ever man was blessed with, lost her senses a few months ago. 
She is now in a lunatic asylum; and broken sleep, and anxious 
thoughts, from which there is no e.scape in the night season, have made 
me feel how^ more than possible it is that a sudden stroke may deprive 
me of those faculties, by the exercise of which this poor family has 
nitherto been supported. Even in the event of mv death, their con- 
dition w'ould, by our recent calamity, be materially altered, for the 
worse; but if 1 were rendered helpless, all our available means w'ould 
procure only a respite from actual distress. 

Under these circumstances, your letter, sir, would in other times have 
encouraged me to ask for such an increase of pension as might relieve 
me from anxiety on this score. Now that lay sinecures are in fact 
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abolished, there is no other way by which a man can be served, who 
has no profession wherein to be promoted, and whom any official 
situation would take from the only employment for which the studies 
and the habits of forty years have qualified him. This way, I am 
aware, is not now to be thought of, unless it were practicable as part 
of a plan for the encouragement of literature; but to such a plan per- 
haps these times might not be unfavorable. 

The length of this communication would require an apology, if its 
substance could have been compressed; but on such an occasion it 
seemed a duty to say what 1 have said; nor, indeed, should I deserve 
the kindness which you have expressed, if 1 did not explicitly declare 
how thankful I should be to profit by it. 

1 have the honour to remain. 

With the sincerest respect, 

Your most faithful and obliged servant, 


This letter by Thomas Carlyle (1795-I8SI) to Benjamin Disraeli, 
declining an offer of the Grand Cross of the Bath and a pension, 
is, as would naturally be expected, a strongly individualistic 
composition. The date is December 29, 1874. 

Yesterday, to my great surprise, 1 had the honour to receive your 
letter containing a magnificent proposal for my benefit, which will 
be memorable to me for the rest of my life. Allow me to say that 
the letter, both in purport and expiession, is worthy to be called 
magnanimous and noble, that it is without example in my own poor 
history: and 1 think it is unexampled, too, in the history of govern- 
ing persons towards men of letters at the present, as at any time; 
and that 1 will carefully preserve it as one of the things precious to 
memory and heart. A real treasure or benefit, independent of all 
results from it. 

This said to yourself and leposited with many feelings in my ow'ii 
grateful mind, I ha\e only to add that your splendid and generous 
proposals f(»r my practical behoof, must not any of them take elTect; 
that titles of honour are. in all degree of them, out of keeping with 
^he tenour of my ow'ii poor existence hitherto in this epoch of the 
world, and would be an encumbrance, not a furtherance to me; that 
as to money, it has, alter long years of rigorous and frugal, but aKo 
(thank God, and those who are gone before me) not degrading pov- 
erty, become in this latter time ampl\ abundant, even superabundant, 
more of it, too, now a hindrance, not a help to me: so that royal 
or other bounty would be more than throw-n away in my case: and in 
brief, that except the feeling of >'our fine and noble conduct on this 
occasion, which is a real and permanent possession, there cannot 
anything be done that would not now be a sorrow rather than a 
pleasure. 

With thanks more than usually sincere, 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obliged and obedient servant. 
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It is a far call from the formal pink rejection slip to such a decli- 
nation as the following, El^abeth Barrett Browning (1806-1861) 
sent to William Makepeace Thackeray (1811-1869), editor of The 
Cornhill Magazine, her poem ''Lord Walter s Wife," Thackeray 
could not see his way clear to publishing it in Cornhill, and 
wrote her the following letter in rejection of it. Mrs. Browning, 
in a letter to her sister-in-law wrote: ^Thackeray has turned me 
out of The Cornhill for indecency, but did it so prettily and 
kindly that I, who am forgiving, sent him another poem.” The 
salutation of this letter ts "My dear, ki^d Mrs. Browning” and 
the complimentary closing "Always yours.” (See page 341 for 
Mrs. Brownings reply.) 

Has Browning ever had an aching tooth which must come out (I 
don’t say Mrs. Browning, for women are much more courageous) — 
a tooth which must come out, and which he has kept for months 
and months away from the dentist? I have had such a tooth a long 
time, and have sate down in this chair, and never had the courage to 
undergo the pull. 

This tooth is an allegory (I mean this one). It’s your poem that 
you sent me months ago. and who am I to refuse the poems of IZliza- 
beth Browning and set myself up as a judge over her? I can’t tell 
you how often I have been going to write and have failed. » You see 
that our magazine is written not only for men and women but for 
boys, girls, infants, sucklings almost, and one of the best wives, 
mothers, women in the world writes some verses which I feel certain 
would be objected to by many of our readers. Not that the writer 
is not pure, and the moral most pure, chaste, and, right, but there are 
things my squeamish public will not hear on Monday, though on 
Sundays they listen to them without scruple. In your poem, you 
know, there is an account of unlawful passion, felt by a man for 
a woman, and though you write pure doctrine, and real modesty, and 
pure ethics, I am sure bur readers would make an outcry, and so 
1 have not published this poem. 

To have to say no to my betters is one of the hardest duties I have, 
but I’m sure we must not publish your verses, and I go down on 
my knees before cutting my victim’s head off, and say, "Madam, 
you know how I respect and regard you. Browning’s wife and Penini's 
mother; and for what 1 am going to do I most humbly ask your 
pardon." 

My girls send their very best regards and remembrances, and I am, 
dear Mrs. Browning, 

"Unavoidably detained” from one of the brilliant literary salons 
for which Lord and Lady Holland were famous, William Make- 
peace Thackeray penned gracious regrets. 



THE QUICK AND THE DEAD 


65 


JhIiI , 9^ fiuUmf 


y /St^/ ^C!€^ 

/Cui ^^A,AW JI^U4t4/ fsntt Ut^jS^ 

y Ab 0^ iCte 

^yCtf ^ Ak/ Z^/UcA’ f'^ A y^A '^•^S^ 

At kt * 




* 7 - 


When George Eliot died, Herbert Spencer requested Thomas 
Henry Huxley ( IS25-IS95) to use his considerable influence to 
have her body interred in Westminister Abbey. Huxley felt 
obliged to refuse this request, and did so in the following per- 
sonality letter, under date of December 27, ISSO. 

Your telegram which reached me on Friday evening caused me great 
perplexity, inasmuch as I had just been talking to Slorley, and agree- 
ing with him that the proposal for a funeral in Westminster Abbey 
had a very questionable look to us, wdio desired nothing so much as 
that peace and honour should attend George Eliot to her grave. 
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It can hardly be doubted that the proposal will be bitterly opposed, 
possibly (as happened in Mill's case with less provocation), with the 
raking up of past histories, about which the opinion even of those 
who have least the desire or the right to be Pharisaical is strongly 
divided, and which had better be forgotten. 

With respect to putting pressure on the Dean of Westminster, I have 
to consider that he has some confidence in me, and before asking 
him to do something for which he is pretty sure to be violently 
assailed, I have to ask myself whether I really think it a right thing 
for a man in his position to do. 

Now I cannot say I do. However^ much I may lament the circum- 
stance, Westminster Abbey is a Christian Church and not a Pantheon, 
and the Dean thereof is officially a Christian priest, and we ask him 
to bestow exceptional Christian honours by this burial in the Abbey. 
George Eliot is known not only as a great writer, but as a person 
whose life and opinions were in notorious antagonism to Christian 
practice in regard to marriage, and Christian theory in regard to 
dogma. How am I to tell the Dean that 1 think he ought to read 
over the body of a person who did not repent of what the Church 
considers mortal sin, a service not one solitary proposition of which 
she would have accepted for truth while she was alive? How am 1 
to urge him to do that which, if I were in his place, I should most 
emphatically refuse to do? 

You tell me that Mrs. Cross wished for the funeral in the Abbey. 
While I desire to entertain the greatest respect for her wist^es, I am 
very sorry to hear it. I do not understand the feeling which could 
create such a desire on any personal grounds, save tho.se of affection, 
and the natural yearning to be near, even in death, those whom we 
have loved. And on public grounds the wish is still less intelligible 
to me. One cannot eat one’s cake and have it too. Those who elect 
to be free in thought and deed must not hanker after the rewards, 
if they are to be so called, which the world offers to those who pul 
up with its fetters. 

Thus, however I look at the proposal, it seems to me to be a profound 
mistake, and 1 can have nothing to do with it. 

I shall be deeply grieved if this resolution is ascribed to any other 
motives than those which I have set forth at greater length than I 
intended. 

Walter Raleigh, Professor of English Literature at Magdalen 
College, Oxford, had been asked io deliver a lecture before the 
English Association at Glasgow, He was obliged to decline, and 
he did so in this facetious letter io John S. Phillimore on October 
18 , 1921 ,-^ 

It can't be did. nohow. Not but what I’m nuts on keeping English 
proper. But 1 can’t do all that traveling, not by a long chalk, me 
being pestered with teaching the young and seeing my bo ‘k through 
** Used by permission of Lady Raleigh. 
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the press in London, which is called volume one of the history of 
the War in the Air and am having a lot of trouble with it. 

Grammar’s a poor thing though useful at times, but syntax is what 
you and me and all educated people ort to turn to and do our 
best for so as to get it good. 

When I see the chance I’ll come to Glasgow. The bother is, I haven’t 
time to think about a lecture. Every one says just come and give 
an hour's talk, which is no more to you than a cat having kittens. 
But if a cat had to have tortoises for the Government between times 
at an office in London it wouldn’t be altogether too simple. Which 
you may say is only a allegory and no good at all, but it is the 
terrible truth. 

However, if I could set down in Glasgow to pass the time of day 
for a bit it wouldn’t be me that would be the first to say damn, 
which is said too often and for the purposes of associated English 
is not polite. So wishing you all success and profit in getting English 
properly associated, which is the only proper thing to do, I venture 
to hope that neverthele.ss we may meet at some time over Shake- 
speare and the glasses, and if Shakespeare stays away just carry on 
with what is left owing to us being true Britons. 

On December 16, 1903, a certain religious organisation, in con^ 
vention assembled, unanimously petitioned William Alden Smith 
( IS59-I920), then United States Congressman and later United 
States Senator from Michigan, to prepare a legislative hill to 
deprive Utah of statehood because of its election of Reed Smoot, 
a Mormon, to the United States Senate. Smoot had been legally 
elected and wa^ already discharging his senatorial duties. Re- 
ligious feeling was running high against him in certain sections of 
the country, and also against the Utah electorate; hence, the 
petition. Mr. Smith replied to the petition as follows 

However desirable it may be to put Utah out of the Ur ion on account 
of certain marital irregularities there practiced by certain gentlemen 
with billy-goat whiskers, yet I have to report to you that it is impos- 
sible on account of a ruling once made by Chief Justice Chase, worded 
as follows: 

The United States of America is a union of states, 
indivisible, undividable, and perpetual. 

Moreover you may recall that President Lincoln carried on a war 
to pre\pnt certain states from peacefully seceding, and this being so, 
we cannot now compel a state ut secede. Besides, even if it were 
pos.sibI». to put Utah out of the Union on account of the questionable 
lives of some of her citizens, it would be a most dangerous precedent 
to establish, since, I am told, there are men in Detroit who live shady 
livc.s and whose practices are slightly lavender. 

“ IKed hv permission of V/i!!iam Alden Smith’s dauRhter Mrs Richmond Temple. 
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If Utah were put out of the Union, why not put Michigan out on 
account of her double quota of fools, and amputate Indiana on 
account of the rogues who roost on the banks of the Wabash? And 
then, is Chicago desirable? Why not cut it out? And how abour 
the Rev. What's-his-Name of Ohio, and all those people Parkhurst 
tells us of in New York! 

The real fact is that if you put out of the Union all of the states 
where there are bad men, we should have only Massachusetts and 
Connecticut left. And, in confidence, 1 know one representative from 
Connecticut who is not all that he should be. 1 agree with you that 
Smoot should be smit, but regretfully returp your resolution, and 
have the honor to be 

Your obedient servant. 

Early in 1929, Harrods of London, a large department store, 
requested Arnold Bennett, George Bernard Shaw, and IL G. Wells 
to lend the influence of their pens to the cause of business by 
writing a7i account of the big store — what it sold and how it con- 
ducted its business — the purpose being to use the write-ups as 
advertisements in 7tewspapers. All three declined to contribute 
to any such Imking of commerce and literature, and each one 
wrote a letter of declination. Harrods, by permission and without 
comme7tt, published these replies as full-page advertisements P 

Arnold Bennett wrote as follows to Harrods (March 1920 ): 

1 have now fully considered your proposal that 1 should write, for 
the purposes of publicity, a signed article or series of articles dealing 
with such aspects of your business as might, on examination, espe- 
cially appeal to me. I note that you would wish to give me a free 
hand as to both selection and IreatmenT of topics, and that in par- 
ticular you are quite readv to accept and to print adverse criticism 
as well as favourable criticism. 

You remind me that, as is well known, your business is among the 
largest, most comprehensive, and most famous of its kind in the 
world. You .say that it counts notably in the industrial and mercan- 
tile life of the community, that your regular staff comprises an 
immense and constantly increasing number of citizens of both se.xe.s, 
and that you use every honest endeavour to be of commercial service 
to the community. 

You say further that you buy the best available materials and com- 
modities that research can procure, and that you employ the best 
organisers, technicians, artists, designers, architects, and craftsmen ot 
every sort that you can discover. 

Lastly, you suggest that you ought to be able to enlist the help of 
descriptfve writers in the same category of excellence and prestige ;c 
your finest workers in the applied arts. 

“The author i.s indebted to Mr. C. E. Wiles, sales manager of Harsods, for his kind 
assistance in supplying authentic copies of these letters. 

“Used by permission of Eric S. Pinker and Adrienne Morrison, Inc. 
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On my side I will now tell you that as a writer I have always been 
keenly interested in the very impressive phenomenon of the big depart- 
mental store, regarded either as a picturesque spectacle, or as a living 
organism, or as a sociological portent. 1 am all in favour of the 
departmental store. I cannot keep my eyes off its window-displays, 
its crowds of customers, its army of employees. In Britain, America, 
France, and Germany I have studied its functioning as far as is pos- 
sible to an outsider. As a theme for description it strongly appeals 
to me. I have written articles about it, and I have written a novel 
entirely about it. That novel, published many years ago, was inspired 
by the mere sight of your own premises when they were first erected. 
I agree with you that you ought to be able to enlist the help of 
whatever writers seem to you to be adequately equipped for the task 
you would set. I should like, of course under proper conditions, to 
accept your proposal; and I see no possible reason against my accept- 
ance except one. 

The reason is that public opinion in Britain is not yet ripe to approve 
the employment of responsible imaginative writers to whom it has 
granted a reputation in any scheme of publicity for a commercial 
concern. Personally I differ from public opinion in this matter; but 
the opinion exists and 1 will not flout it. In flouting it I should cer- 
tainly lose caste, and I do not intend to lose caste by attempting 
to create a precedent which could result, for me, in nothing save a 
disadvantageous notorietv. The time must inevitably come, sooner or 
later, when the precedent will be created, and after it is established 
people will wonder why it should ever have met with opposition. 
But the creator of the precedent will not be myself. 

I must therefore, with lively regret, decline your proposal. 


George Bernard Shaw wrote as follows to Ilarrods ( March 1929): 

There is nothing new in what you call the linking of forces between 
the commercia' and the literary world. 

Callisthenes is one of the best known authors of the day; and the 
catalogues of I'ortnum and Mason are treasured by collectors and 
are read by me with delight, and with just that watering of the 
mouth that they are intended to provoke. 

But long before these two triumphs of commercial literature were 
thought of, there was a secret alliance between the two forces. When 
I was a beginner those members of my profession who were jour- 
nalists as well as writers of books were, I regret to say, unashamed 
and inveterate cadgers, 'f'hey flourished their connection with the 
press not only in the theatre box offices as an excuse for demanding 
free admissions (orders, they used to be called) but in hotels and 
shops as a reason for allowing them substantial discounts or even not 
charging them anything. 

I do not know which w'as the more amazing: the effrontery with 
which this blackmail was levied or the credulity with which it was 
submitted to. The consideration was called a puff; and editors were 

Used by pcrniission of Mr. George Bernard Shaw. 



70 


TAKE A LETTER, PLEASE! 

always on the watch to defeat the efforts of their contributors to 
slip them into the paper, though these same editors would pay their 
own hotel bills with puffs. 

When what was called “the new journal ism“ began with interviews, 
then considered a startling and highly questionable innovation, the 
gentleman or lady who interviewed you admired the ornaments on 
your mantelpiece and remarked that the Countess of So-and-So, on 
being interviewed the week before, had very kindly presented the 
interviewer with some trifle or other (worth five pounds or so) and 
didn't you think that was very nice of her? As to the lunches at 
the press views at the picture galleries, and th^ suppers on the stage 
at the Lyceum Theatre on first nights, they were so completely a 
matter of course that I doubt if they counted for as much in the 
subsequent press notices as they cost. 

All this puffery and cadging went on underground: and though my 
elders not only had no scruples about it, but actually insisted on it 
as an appanage of their literary dignity, I could not bring myself to 
practise it or to regard it otherwise than as corrupt and personally 
dishonourable. 

It was not through literature that it suddenly came to the surface 
and became a legitimate department of art. When Millais was at 
the height of his fame as a painter a verv popular picture of his. 
representing a nice little boy blowing bubbles, was bought by the 
firm of Pears, and used and reproduced as an advertisement. 'I'he 
Academy was shocked; but Millais took no notice; the advertisement 
had an enormous vogue; and advertising entered on its prt^ent 
phase, in which it is a matter of course for commercial firms to 
employ the best available artistic and literary talent to advertise 
their wares and services. There is no reason on earth why they 
should not, and every reason why they should, now that the art of 
selling has so much more importance than the routine of production. 
But there are obvious limitations. Suppose for the sake of illustration 
that litigation arises between Harrods and Self ridges. Nobody would 
question the right of both litigants to engage the strongest bar they 
could get to plead their case. Nobody would question the propriety 
of the 'conduct of the most eminent barristers in accepting the briefs. 
But if the tw'o great firms were to bid against one another for the 
favourable consideration of the judge, or to inform the jury that a 
certain verdict w'ould be suitably rew'arded, the fat would be in the 
fire at once, and the two litigants in gaol. 

Similarh', if 1, having had my first publicly performed plav adver- 
tised by a poster designed by Aubrev Beaidsley (now' much sought 
after by collectors), were to offer the President of the l^oyal Academy 
two thousand guineas for a poster to advertise my next play, there 
would be nothing whatever questionable either in the offer or its 
acceptance. 

But if I were to intimate to, say, Mr. St. John Iirvine and Mr. 
Harris Deans that in the event of their notices of my play being 
sufficiently flattering to be usefully quoted as advertisements I should 
be prepared to buy the copyright from them for £300 apiece, then 
Heaven knows what would happen. Probably both gentlemen would 
refuse to notice my play at all, and would say why. 
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Both gentlemen write in a judicial capacity. But so do all authors 
whose work is of sufficient weight and depth to have a formative 
effect on the public mind. For such an author to accept payment 
from a commercial enterprise for using his influence to induce the 
public to buy its wares would be to sin against the Holy Ghost. 

To propose such a transaction to Mr. H. G. Wells is like offering 
the Archbishop of Canterbury a handsome checiue for dropping a 
recommendation of somebody’s soap or shoes into his next sermon, 
or sounding the Astronomer Royal as to the possibility of keeping 
the clock back for half an hour during a big sale, or on polling day 
at an election Its acceptance w'ould be the last depravity of cor- 
ruption in literature. 

By all rncans let our commercial houses engage skilled but nameless 
scribes like Callisthenes to write their advertisements as such. But a 
WTiter who has been consecrated by I'ame to the service of the public, 
and has thus become prophet as well as author, must take wages in 
no other service. 


G. Wells wrote as follows to Ilarrods (March 1^2^): 

I’m afraid I cannot do what you ask because I have my mind quite 
full with other work, and even if that were not so, 1 think I should 
have to decline your offer. 

I feel 1 must decline, but I find I have to rout about in my mind, 
to discover the hidden, almost instinctive reason for that refusal. 

A writer, you sav, is a skilled professional, an artist. Whv should 
he not do what all artists, architects, technicians, and so forth do, 
and place his skill at your disposal? 

The answer is that, riglitly or wrongly, the writer takes himself 
more seriously than that. In his heart he clas,ses himself not wdth 
the artists but with the teachers and the priests and prophets. That 
may be an old view, and it may be going out of fashion. 

We all believe, of our generation, deep in our foundations, that our 
paymaster ought to be the reader. Wc live cmi sales to readers and 
we don't accept fees. 'I'heie is, we feel, an implicit understanding 
between writer and reader to tha effect Publishers and newspapers 
mav buy our w'ork for considerable sums but that is merely a specu- 
lative anticipation of the leader's tribute. 

Apart from that your project is most attractive. 1 can imagine 
nothing more amusing and exciting than to stud}' your marvellous 
organisation closely and explain its working. 

Some day I shall do something of the sort and come to you for 
particulars. But you will pay me nothing foi that. 1 shall do it 
because it will interest me and aiise I think it will interest my 
readers, bacts 3’ou may give me with both hands, but not money. ’ 

I have already sketched the appearance of your type of business in 
Clissold and of something distantly akin in Tono Bungay. \ have 
long thought of coming clo.ser to fads and tracing the actual devel- 
opment of some great distributing firm. 

Used by permission of Mr H. G. Wells. 
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Typical of the great kindness and gentleness of character for 
which Walt Whitman was revered, is this note of declination writ- 
ten to his friend, Francis Howard Williams. 


'y — 

-X^-un. ^ 
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A letter of resignation is a letter of declination. When, in 
November 1936, Mr. John Boettiger resigned as assistant to Mr. 
Will Hays, head of the Motion Picture Producers and Distribu- 
tors Association, to become publisher of the Seattle Post- 
Intelligencer, be wrote this gracious and graceful letter to "'Dear 
General” : 

The matters we discussed before you sailed and then talked about 
on the telephone while you were in Rome have fully materialized, and 
in a few days I shall be leaving for Seattle. I have cabled you this 
fact, but before 1 go I want to put down a few departing thoughts 
about the last two years. 

To say that it has been a great pleasure to work with you is putting 
it mildly indeed. You have been boss and friend in the finest sense 
of both words. I appreciate to the fullest the added knowledge and 
experience I have acquired in this association with you, but far more 
do 1 value having made such a real friend. 

I have had ample opportunity in these two years to see intimately 
and to study the problems and the opportunities of motion pictures. 
Even as 1 return to my first choice — the newspaper business — I think 
it is not amiss for me here to say to you that it is good to know 
that the leaders in the industr}' — and more and more the people out- 
side it as well— know and appreciate your efforts and your leadership. 
Your sagacity and your honesty of purpose have brought the busi- 
ness through many perilous times ana finally to the high place which 
it now occupies. 

I know it will go forward as long as you are at the wheel, so more 
power to you, and may the strain of doing a difficult and strenuous 
job never get you down. 

Anna joins me in sending love to you and Jessie. We shall get to- 
gether whenever we can in the years to come. 

This letter was written in reply to an application by an old friend 
to an old friend. It is not only a NO letter written in a live and 
constructive style, hut an intimate recommendation as well. 

I am sorry that 1 must tell you, in reply to your letter. of May second, 
that it is impossible for me to avail myself of your services at present. 
Those services, 1 know, would be better than excellent, for I have 
watched your career, and I have seen you adorn everything that 
you have touched in the particular department of merchandising in 
which you now justifiably seek advancement. 

Your ability and experience make you an invaluable man, and you 
should have no difficulty in getting the sort of job you desire and 
deserve. If in any way at all I can help you to do so, 1 of course 
want you to give me first opportunity to recommend you. 

There's no use mv saying here and now that shall keep your letter 
on file in case a vacancy unexpectedly occurs." You know perfectly 
Used by permission of Mr. John Boettiger. 
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well that you would be the first man I should turn to if I had even 
the shadow of a place for you. 

1 haven't, and 1 am sorry to say that 1 see little promise in the 
future here for you. But keep me informed about yourself. 

The letter below was written by a large retail house to a whole- 
sale firm. It says NO with a note of regret and perhaps with two 
notes of promise. 

Your very kind offer has to ^be declined for the good and sufTicienl 
reason — as these things go — that we closed fast week with Miner 
and Rayton for winter shipments. 

But please keep after us. We shall be open again for bids about 
February first, and we shall do no buying then until we have made 
a thorogoing examination of the field. We tried to do so this lime, 
but, as you know, we were caught by the strike and were consequently 
obliged to proceed short-handed and, to a degree, uninformed. 

We liked your samples, and we liked your prices. We shall look 
forward to doing business with you one of these days. 

DlSS.VriSFACTION 

In the literature of letters there is a category known as grumble 
letters — letters that are evoked by anger, failure, defeat, disap- 
pointment, melancholy, loneliness, and the like. It is generally 
assumed that such letters cannot po.ssibly be interesting, cannot 
possibly evince aliveness or personality. But this assumption is 
wrong. An individual who has personal grievances to air is very 
likely to put his heart and soul into the airing. When the indi- 
vidual happens to be a person of acknowledged talent in literature, 
his epistolary grumbles may become not only interesting but 
engaging, and may reveal more force of character and personality 
than his other letters do. The letter of claim or complaint is the 
corresponding category in business letter writing. 

The following letter of grumble and reproof was written by Pliny 
(62-110) on bis being ''stood up” by Sepiitnis Clanis for a supper 
engagement. Its ring of modernity is noteworthy. 

How happened it, my friend, that you did not keep your engage- 
ment the other night to sup with me? But take notice, jusliu* is 
to be had, and I expect you shall fully reimburse me the expense 1 
was at to treat you; which, let me tell you, was no small sum. I 
had prepared, you must know, a lettuce apiece, three snails, two 
eggs, and a barley cake, with some sweet wine and snow: 2 H the .snow 

**4lomans used snow to cool their wine, and also their stomachs after having iiiflamaj 
themselves with "high dining." 
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most certainly I shall charge to your account, as a rarity that will 
not keep. Besides all these curious dishes, there were olives of 
Andalusia, gourds, shalots, and a hundred other dainties equally 
sumptuous. You should likewise have been entertained either with 
an interlude, the rehearsal of a poem, or a piece of music, as you 
liked best; or (such was my liberality) with all three. But the 

luxurious delicacies and Spanish dancer of a certain I know not 

who, were,' it seems, more to your taste. Ilowever, I shall have my 
revenge of you, depend upon it; in what manner shall at present be a 
secret. In good truth it was not kind, thus to mortify your friend. 

1 had almost said yourself; and upon second thoughts I do say so; 
for how agreeably should we have spent the evening, in laughing, 
trifling, and deep speculation! But you can be treated nowhere, 
believe me, with more unconstrained cheerfulness, simplicity, and 
freedom: only make the experiment; and if you do not ever after- 
ward prefer my tabic to any other, never favor me with your com- 
pany again. I*arewell. 

The great Samuel Johnson was not deceived, as David Hume 
ayid numerous others were, whe7i James Maepherson issued bis 
famous **OssianJ* claiming that it was a translation from ancient 
Gaelic poetry, Johnson contended from the first that the work was 
a forgery. Macphersofi wrote him a threatening letter. Follow- 
ing is Johnsons terse, uncompromising, strongly individual reply 
to it: 

I received your fcxilish and impudent letter. Any violence offered 
me I shall do my best to repel; and what I cannot do for myself, 
the law shall do for me. 1 hope I shall not be deterred from detect- 
ing what I think a cheat by the menaces of a ruffian. 

What would you have me retract? I thought your book an impos- 
ture; I still think it an imposture. For this opinion 1 have given 
my reasons to I'le publick, which I here dare you to refute. Your 
rage I defy. Your abilitivS since your Homer, are not so formidable: 
and what I hear of your morals inclines me to pay regard not to 
what you shall say, but to what you shall prove. You may print 
this if you will. 

William Shensione (1714-1763) was a recluse. He was a sadly 
disappointed man chiefly for the reason that money and fame had 
both eluded him in spite of his studied efforts to win one or both. 
This letter was written in 1741 to Friend** 

Now I am come home from a visit — every little uneasiness is suffi- 
cient to introduce mv whole train of melancholy considerations, and 
to make me utterly dissatisfied with the life I now lead, and the life 
which I foresee 1 shall lead. I am angry, and envious, and dejected, 
and frantic, and disregard all present things, just as becomes a mad- 
man to do. 1 am infinitely pleased (though it is a gloomy job) with 
the application of Dr. Swift s complaint, *‘that he is forced to die in 
a rage, like a poisoned rat in a hole,” My soul is no more suited 
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to the figure I make than a cable rope to a cambric needle: I cannot 
bear to see the advantages alienated, which I think 1 could deserve 
and relish so much more than those that have them.— Nothing can 
give me patience but the soothing sympathy of a friend, and that 
will only turn my rage into simple melancholy. — I believe soon 1 
shall bear to see nobody. I do hate all hereabouts already, except 
one or two. I will have my dinner brought upon my table in my 
absence, and the plates fetched away in my absence: and nobody 
shall see me: for I can never bear to appear in the same stupid 

mediocrity for years together, and gain no ground. As Mr. G 

complained to me (and, I think, you too, both unjustly), “I am no 
character." — I have in my temper some rakishness, but it is checkeil 
by want of spirits: some solidity, but it is softened by vanity: some 
esteem of learning, but it is broke in upon by laziness, imagination, 
and want of memory, etc. — I could reckon up twenty things through- 
out my whole circumstances wherein I am thus tantalized. Your 
fancy will present them. — ^Not that all I say here will signify to you : 
I am only under a fit of dissatisfaction, and to grumble does me 
good — only excuse me, that I cure myself at your expense. Adieu! 

William Cowper unbosomed himself to his favorite cousin. Lady 
Hesketh, on October 13, 1798, in the following vein of dejection. 
Most of his many letters are gay and clever, and deserve to be 
read and studied by the student of epistolary composition. 11 is 
latter years were lonely and would have been desolate had i4 not 
been for bis loving to write letters to his fiiends no less than to 
receive them from his friends. 

You describe delightful .scenes, but you describe them to one who, 
if he ever saw them, could receive no delight from them — ^who has 
a faint recollection, and so faint as to be like an almost forgotten 
dream, that once he was susceptible of pleasure from such causes. 
The country that you have had in prospect has been always famed 
for its beauties: but the wretch who can derive no gratification from 
a view of nature, even under the advantage of her most ordinary 
dress, will have no eyes to admire her in any. In one day, in one 
moment I should rather have said, she became an universal blank to 
me, and, though from a different cause, 3 'ct with an effect as difiicult 
to remove as blindness itself. In this country if there are not moun- 
tains, there are hills; if not broad and deep rivers, yet such as are 
sufficient to embellish a prospect; and an object still more magnifi- 
cent than any river, the ocean itself, is almost immediately under 
the window. Why is scenery like this, I had almost said, why is 
the very scene, which many years since I could not contemplate 
without rapture, now become, at the best, an insipid wilderness to 
me? It neighbours nearly, and as nearly resembles the scenery at 
Catficld: but with what different perceptions does it present me! 
The reason is obvious. My state of mind is a medium through 
which the beauties of Paradise itself could not be communicated with 
any effect but a painful one. 

There is a wide interval between us, which it would be far easier 
for you than for me to pass. Yet I should in vain invite you. We 
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shall meet no more. I know not what Mr. Johnson said of me in 
the long letter he addressed to you yesterday, but nothing, I am sure, 
that could make such an event seem probable. 

To his friend and inspiration. Lady Holland, the Reverend 
Sydney Smith registers a **gentle grumble” about the physical 
dissatisfactions of growing old. This letter was written on 
September 13, 1842, three years before his death. The dashes 
stand for names of mutual friends. Bobus was the nickname of 
Robert Percy Smith, Sydney s brother. 

I am sorry to hear Allen is not well; but the reduction of his legs 
is a pure and unmixed good; they are enormous — they are clerical! 
Me has the creed of a philosopher and the legs of a clergyman; I 
never saw such legs — at least, belonging to a layman. 

Read A Life m the Forest, skipping nimbly; but there is much of 
good in it. 

It is a bore, I admit, to be past seventy, for you are left for execu- 
tion, and are daily expecting the death-warrant; but, as you say, it 
is not anything very capital wc quit. We are, at the close of life, 
only hurried away from stomach-aches, pains in the joints, from 
sleepless nights and unamusing days, from weakness, ugliness, and 
nervous tremors; but we shall all meet again in another planet, 

cured of all our defects. will be less irritable; more silent; 

will assent; Jeffrey will speak slower; Bobus will be just as he 

is; 1 shall be more respectful to the upper clergy; but I shall have 
as lively a sense as 1 now have of all your kindness and affection 
for me. 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-1834) wrote the following char- 
acteristic author-letter to a pressing publisher, Joseph Cottle, of 
Bristol, England. The date of the letter is February 22, 1796. 
Cottle published much for Wordsworth, Southey, Lamb, and 
Coleridge, too frequently out of friendship rather than financial 
promise. As a schoolboy Coleridge had longed to become a 
shoemaker. His wife, formerly Sara Fricker, sister of Southey*s 
wife Edith, had never been able to sympathise with her hus- 
band^s intellectual pursuits. Coleridge had had, moreover, an 
early love affair with one Mary Evans, a Welsh girl, whom he 
zms never really able to forget. (See Southey s letter to Cottle 
on page 91.) 

It is my duty and business to thank God for all his dispensations, and 
to believe them the best possible: but, indeed, I think I should have 
been more thankful, if he had made me a journeyman shoemaker, 
instead of an author by trade. I have left my friends; I have left 
plenty; I have left that ease which would have secured a literary 
immortality, and have enabled me to give the public works conceived 
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in moments of inspiration, and polished them with leisurely solicitude; 

and, alas! for what have 1 left them? for who deserted me in the 

hour of distress, and for a scheme of virtue impracticable and 
romantic! So I am forced to write for bread; write the flights of 
poetic enthusiasm, when every minute I am hearing a groan from 
my wife. Groans, and complaints, and sickness! The present hour 
1 am in a quick-set hedge of embarrassment, and whichever way I 
turn a thorn runs into me! The future is cloud and thick darkness! 
Poverty, perhaps, and the thin faces of them that want bread, looking 
up to me! Nor is this all. My happiest mLoments for composition 
are broken in upon by the reflection that I fhust make haste. I am 
too late! I am already months behind! I have received my pay 
beforehand! Oh, wayward and desultory spirit of genius! Ill canst 
thou brook a taskmaster! The tenderest touch from the hand of 
obligation wounds thee like a scourge of scorpions. 

I have been composing in the fields this morning, and came home 
to write down the first rude sheet of my preface, when I heard that 
your man had brought a note from you. I have not seen it, but 
I guess its contents. 1 am writing as fast as I can. Depend on it 
you shall not be out of pocket for me! 1 feel what I owe you, and 
independentlv of this 1 love you as a friend; indeed, so much, that 
I regret, seriously regret, that you have been my copyholder. 

If I have written petulantly, forgive me. God knows I am sore all 
over. God bless you, and believe me that, setting gratitude aside, 
I love and esteem you, and have your interest at heait full as*much 
as my own. 


Frederick Marryat (1792-1848) on September 6, 1840, wrote the 
following letter to Lady Blessington of whom he was a special 
favorite. Marryat served in the British Navy and was generally 
known as Captain Marryat. His two principal sea stories are 
"Peter Simple" and "Mr. Midshipman Fasy." His epistolary 
style carries over from his vivid and breezy sea stories. 

In reply to your kind inquiries, allow me first to observe that I have 
two most splendid grumbles on my list, so splendid that I hardly 
know how to part w'ith them. Now for grumble the first. When 
Sir James Graham was at the Admiralty he was pleased to considei 
that my professional services entitled me to some mark of llis 
Majesty’s approbation, and accordingly asked liis Majesty to give 
me the star of the Guelph and knighthood. 1o this request Ills 
Majesty King William was pleased to reply, in his usual frank, 
off -handed way, “Oh, yes — Marryat, I know — bring him here on 
Thursday'" (the day of application having been Monday). But, 
it appears that while my “greatness w'as ripening." some kind friend 
informed His Majestv that I had once written a pamphlet on impress- 
ment. And when Sir James saw His Majesty on the Wednesday, 
the King said to him, “By the bye. Marryat wrote a work on im- 
pressment, I hear" (whether for or against, His Majesty did not 
deign to inquire). “1 won't give him anything"; adding, in his wonted 
free and easy style, “riJ see him d d first!" Now the request 
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of a Cabinet Minister is supposed to confirm the claim, and it is 
not usual for the Sovereign lo refuse; indeed His Majesty seemed 
to be aware of that, for he said “The Guelph is my own order, and 
I will not give it unless I choose.” Sir James Graham of course 
did not press the matter after His Majesty's opinion so frankly 
expressed. And there the matter dropped — so that, instead of the 

honour intended, I had the honour of being d d by a sovereign, 

and have worn my traveling name ever since. You'll allow that that 
is a capital grumble. Now for grumble No. two. 

Twenty-six years ago, soon after the peace, 1 was requested by 
Lloyds and the ship-owners to write a code of signals for the mer- 
chant service. I did so, and in the various annual reports of these 
societies they have stated that the saving of lives and property by 
the means of these signals has been enormous. They were, at the 
request of Lloyds, supplied to the British men-of-war, to enable 
merchant vessels to communicate their wants, etc., and eventually 
they have been used in all the English colonies and dependencies by 
the government, to communicate with vessels, and along the coast. The 
ITench, perceiving their advantage, had them translated and supplied 
to their men-of-war and merchantmen. Now, independent of the 
\alue they ma}* be to the country, in saving lives and property, and 
the claim which I ha\e on that account, I have one also in a 
pecuniary way, for during the twcuty-six years that they have been 
established they have also been supplied grain to the British Navy 
— and if it is considered how many vesseL we have had in cf>m- 
mission, had this been paid for. it would have amounted to a very 
large sum. 

Lor this service 1 have never received remuneration whatever from 
(.mr own government. When I was at Paris, some \’ears ago. Admiral 
tie Kignv, the French First Lord sent for me, and without any appli- 
cation on my part, informed me that, in consequence of the impor- 
tant advantage de.ivcd by the use of my signals, the King of the 
fTench had been ideased o- gi\e me the Gold Cioss of the Legion 
of Honour (equivalent to the C.B. in England): so that 1 ha\’e been 
rewarded by a nation for whom the signals were not written, and 
from niy own goversiment have recv ived nothing — 1 beg pardon, I 
diti receive something, a leltci from Lord Palmerston, forbidding 
me lo wear the distinction granted to me by the King of tfie French. 
Now 1 call that also a capital grumble. 

I have asked Sir Robert Peel to give me employment, and I did so 
because I consider that I have done some scr\ice lo the Conservative 
cause — at all events, I have worked hard, and sufTcred much in purse. 
The contest of the Tower Hamlets cost me between six and seven 
thousand pounds, which is a serious dr to a man with seven chil- 
viren, all wi*h very large ideas, and veiy small fortunes; and I have 
felt the loss ever since. I have invariably laboured very hard in the 
cause, never neglecting to infuse Conservative ideas in all my writings. 
I have written much in the newspapers, and never yet sent any 
article to the Times, which was not immediately inserted. One Con- 
servative paper, which was dying a natural death, the Era, weekly 
paper, I re-established, and it now circulates upwards of five thou' 
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sand; I did this out of good-will to the proprietor and zeal for the 
cause, for I never received a sixpence for many months' labour. The 
Era is the Licensed Victuallers' paper, and 1 argued that wherever 
that paper was taken in, the Weekly Dispatch would not be; and that 
where the man who draws the beer is a Conservative, those who drink 
it will become the same. It is well known that it was chiefly through 
the exertions of the Licensed Victuallers that Captain Rous was 
returned for Westm^'^ster. 

As to my professional services, it is to tl^ Admiralty that 1 must 
look for remuneration, and as for my literary reputation, it is an 
affair between me and the public: but 1 think you must acknowledge 
that 1 have claims for omission and claims iox commission, and when 
I see the Whigs giving away Baronetcies to liasthope, etc., for literary 
services, and Clay, my opponent at the 'lower Hamlets, for conie.st- 
ing elections; I do feel that the party which 1 have supported, now 
that I have decided claims upon the country, should not throw me 
away like a sucked orange; if they do, why — virtue must be its own 
reward. It will be all the same a hundred years hence. 

I have now' let it all out. and I feel a great deal better. 


Robert Louis Stevenson was dissatisfied with hU impaired and 
inefficient body, and tboii^ht he would like to make a trade with 
his robust friend, Cosmo Alonkhoiise. This ”ge7itle grumble'* was 
written on April 24, 1SS4, at La Solitude, Hyeres, and Stevenson, 
taking the acceptance of his terms for granted, signed it with the 
Monkhouse name! (See page 462.) 

If you are in love with repose, here is your occasion: change with 

me. I am loo blind to read, hence no reading: 1 am loo weak to 

walk, hence no walking; 1 am not allowed to speak, hence no talking; 
but the great simplification has >'ct to be named, f<^r if this goes 
on, I shall soon have nothing to cal — iind hence, O Hallelujah! hence 
no eating. The offer is a fair one; I have not sold myself to the 
devil for 1 could never find him. I am married, but so arc >ou. 

I sometimes write verses, but so do you! Come! llic quies! As 

for the commandments, I have broken them so small that they are 
the dust of my chambers; you walk upon them, triturate and tooth- 
less; and with the Golosh of l^hilosophy, they shall not bite your 
heel. True, the tenement is falling. Ay, friend, but yours also, 'fake 
a larger view; what is a year or two? dust in the balance! "Fis done, 
behold you Cosmo Stevenson, and me R. L. Monkhouse; you at 
Hyeres, I in London; you rejoicing in the clammiest repose, me pro- 
ceeding to tear your tabernacle into rags, as 1 have already so admir- 
ably torn my own. 

My place to which I now introduce you — it is yours — is like a London 
house, high and very narrow; upon the lungs I will not linger; the 
heart is large enough for a ballroom; the belly greedy and inefficient; 

* Used by permission of Charles Scribner's Sons. 

*® Here you rest. 
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the brain stocked with the most damnable explosives, like a dyna- 
miter’s den. The whole place is well furnished, though not in a very 
pure taste; Corinthian much of it; showy and not strong. 

About your place I shall try to find my way alone, an interesting 
exploration. Imagine me, as I go to bed, falling over a blood-stained 
remorse; opening that cupboard in the cerebellum and being wel- 
comed by the spirit of your murdered uncle. I should probably not 
like your remorses; 1 wonder if you will like mine; 1 have a spirited 
assortment; they whistle in my ear o’ nights like a northeaster. I 
trust yours don’t dine with the family; mine are better mannered; 
you will hear nought of them till 2 a.m., except one, to be sure, that 
I have made a pet of. but he is small; 1 keep him in buttons, so 
as to avoid commentaries; you will like him much — if you like what 
is genuine. 

Must we likewise change religions? Mine is a good article, with a 
trick of stopping; cathedral bell note; ornamental dial; supported by 
Venus and the (j races; quite a summer-parlour piety. Of yours, since 
your last. I fear there is little to be said. 

There is one article 1 wish to take away with me: my spirits. They 
suit me. 1 don’t want yours; I like my own; I have had them a 
long while in bottle, ft is my only reservation. — Yours (as you 
deckle). 


The letters of Henry Ward Beecher (1813-1887) are remarkable 
for their vigor and piquancy. Any letter writer — business or 
friendly — will gather both pleasure and benefit from reading 
them. One Monday morning he found the following note in his 
mail: 

I journeyed from my New York hotel yesterday morning to hear 
you preach, expecting, of course, to hear an exposition of the gospel 
of Je.sus Christ. Instead, I heard a political harangue with no reason 
or cohesion in it. You made an ass of yourself. 

Beecher replied on the instant, using the back of the sheet on 
which his dissatisfied customer*' had complained. 

! am sorry you should have taken so long a journey to hear Christ 
preached, and then heard what you are polite enough to call a 
"political harangue." I am sorry, too. that you think I made an ass 
of myself. In this connection 1 have but one consolation: that you 
didn't make an ass of yourself. The l.ord did that. 

It took Mark Twain to make a claim, a complaint, a grumble 
altogether engaging and even enticing. The wonder is that 
people didn't deliberately displease him in the hope of provoking 
an inimitable letter from him. The first one below he wrote to the 

** Used by permission of Mrs. Edward Bok. 
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Hartford (Connecticut) Gas and Electric Lighting Company; 
the second, to the president of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company of Hew York?^ 


1 

There are but two places in our whole street where lights could be of 
any value, by any accident, and you have measured and appointed 
your intervals so ingeniously as to leave each of those places in the 
centre of a couple of hundred yards of \ solid darkness. When 1 
noticed that you were setting one of your lights in such a way that 
I could almost see how to gel into my gate at night, 1 suspected 
that it was a piece of carelessness on the part of the workmen, and 
would be corrected as soon as you should go around inspecting and 
find it out. My judgment was right; it is always right, when you 
are concerned. For fifteen years, in spite of my prayers and tears, 
you persistently kept a gas lamp exactly half way between my §ales, 
so that I couldn't find either of them after dark; and then furnished 
such execrable gas that I had to hang a danger signal on the lamp 
post to keep teams from running into it, nights. Now I suppose 
your present idea is, to leave us a little more in the dark. 

Don't mind us — out our way; we possess but one vote apiece, and 
no rights which you are in any way bound to respect. PkMse lake 
your electric light and go to-^but never mind, it is not for me to 
suggest; you will probably lind the way; and any way you can 
reasonably count on divine assistance if you lose your bearings. 

2 

1 desire to make a complaint, and I bring it to you. the head of the 
company, because by experience 1 know better than to carry it to a 
subordinate. 

I have been here a month and a half, and by testimony of friends, 
reinforced by personal experience, I now feel qualified to claim as 
an established fact that the telegraphic service here is the worst 
in the world except that [of] Boston. 

These services are actually slower than was the New York and Hart- 
ford service in the days when I last complainetl to you — which was 
fifteen or eighteen years ago, when telegraphic time and train time 
between the mcMitiuneJ points were exactly the same, tr>-wit, three 
hours and a half. 

Six days ago — it w'as that raw day which piovoked so much com- 
ment — my daughter w'as on her way up from New York, and at 
noon she telegraphed me from New Haven asking that 1 meet her 
with a cloak at Portsmouth. Her telegram reached me four hours 
and a quarter later — just 15 minutes too late for me to catch my 
train and meet her. 

I judge that the telegram traveled about 200 miles. It is the best 
telegraphic work I have seen since I have been here, and I am men- 

-Used by permission of Hamper and Brothers. 
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tioning it in this place not as a complaint but as a compliment. I 
think a compliment ought always to precede a complaint, where one 
is possible, because it softens resentment and insures for the complaint 
a courteous and gentle reception. 

Still, there is a detail or two connected w'ith this matter which ought 
perhaps to be mentioned. And now, having smoothed the way 
with the compliment, I w'ill venture them. The head corpse in 
the York Harbor office sent me that telegram altho (1) he knew it 
would reach me too late to be of any value; (2) also, that he was 
going to send it to me by his boy; (3) that the boy would not take 
the trolley and come the 2 miles in 12 minutes, but would walk; 
(4) that he would be two hours and a quarter on the road; (5) and 
that he would collect 25 cents for transportation, for a teiegram which 
the h. c. knew to be worthless before he started it. from these data 
1 infer that the Western Union owes me 75 cents; that is to say, 
the amount paid for combined wire and land transportation — a recoup 
provided for in the printed paragraph which heads the telegraph- 
blank. 

By these humane and Christian stages we now arrive at the com- 
plaint proper. We have had a grave case of illness in the family, 
and a relative was coming some six hundred miles to help in the 
sick-room during the convalescing period. It was an anxious time, 
of course, and 1 wrote and asked to be notified as to the hour of 
the expected arrival of this relative in Boston or in York Harbor. 
Being afraid of the telegraph — which I think ought not to be used 
in times of hurry and emergency — I asked that the desired message 
be brought to me by some swift method of transportation. By the 
milkman, if he was coming this way. But there are always people 
who think thev know more than you do, especially young people; 
so of course the young fellow in charge of this lady used the tele- 
graph. And at Boston, of all places! Except York Harbor. 

The result was as usual, let me employ a statelier and exacter term, 
and say, historical. 

The dispatch was handed to the h. c of the Boston office at 9 this 
morning. It said. “Shall bring A. S to you eleven forty-f.ve this 
morning.'" The distance traveled by the dispatch is forty or fifty 
miles, I suppose, as the train-lime is five minutes short of two hours, 
and the trains are so slow that they can't give a W. U. telegram 
two hours and twenty minutes start and overtake it. 

As I have said, the di.spatch was handed in at Boston at 9. The 
expected visitors left Boston at 9.40, and reached my house at 12 
noon, beating the telegram 2 solid hou»s, and 5 minutes over. 

The boy brought the telegram. It was bald-headed with age, but 
still legible. The boy was prostrate with travel and exposure, but 
still alive, and 1 went out to condole with him and get his last wishes 
and send for the ambulance. He was waiting to collect transporta- 
tion before turning his passing spirit to less serious affairs. I found 
him strangely intelligent, considering his condition and where he is 
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getting his training. 1 asked him at what hour the telegram was 
handed to the h. c. in Boston. He answered brightly, that he didn't 
know. 

I examined the blank, and sure enough the wary Boston h. c. had 
thoughtfully concealed that statistic. I asked him at what hour it 
had started from Boston. He answered up as brightly as ever, and 
said he didn’t know. 

I examined the blank, and sure enough the Boston h. c. had left that 
statistic out in the cold, too. In fact it fumed out to be an official 
concealment — no blank was provided for its exposure. And none 
required by the law. 1 suppose. “It is a good one-sided itlea,” 1 
remarked: “they can take your money and ship your telegram next 
year if they want to — >'ou’\e no redress. 'I'he law ought to cxtcml 
the privilege to all of us.” 

The boy looketl upon me coldly. 

1 asked him when the telegram reached York Harbor. He pointed 
to some figures following the signature at the bottom of the blank — 
“12.14.” I said it was now 1.45 and asked — 

“Do you mean that it reached your morgue an hour and a half ago?” 
He nodded as.sent. 

“It was at that time half an hour too late to be of any use to me, 
if ! wanted to go and meet my people — w'hich was the cas|5 — fo:' by 
the wording of the message you can see that they were to arrive 
at the station at 11.45. Why did your h. c. send me this useless 
message? Can’t he read? Is he dead?” 

“It's the rules.” 

“jNo, that does not account for it Would he have sent it if it had 
been three years old, 1 in the meantime deceased, and he aware of it?” 
The boy didn’t know. 

“Because, you know\ a rule which required him to forward to the 
cemetery today a dispatch due three years ago, would be as good a 
rule as one which should require him to forward a telegram to me 
today which he knew had lost all its value an hour or two before 
he started it. The construction of such a rule would discredit an 
idiot; in fact an idiot — I mean a common ordinary Christian idiot, 
you understand — would be ashamed of it, and for the sake of his 
reputation wouldn’t make it. What do you think?” 

He replied with much natural brilliancy that he wasn’t paid for 
thinking. 

This gave me a better opinion of the commercial intelligence per- 
vading his morgue than I had had before; it also .softened my feelings 
toward him, and also my tone, which had hitherto been tinged with 
bitterness. 

“Let bygones be bygones,” I said, gently, “we are all erring creatures, 
and mainly idiots, but God made us so and it is dangerous to 
criticise.” 
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This note written by John Galsworthy to Edmund Gosse, British 
poet, essayist, and critic, gracefully combines the friejidly with 
the business tone. Galsworthy was at the time in the United 
States — ''the land of hurry' — supervising the production of his 
play "The Pigeon.' ' 




klU, ^ 




kiLi 


(ILam, ^ ^ut . 

flu. C ^ ^ ^7 







\ 


John Galsworthy ( lSli7~]^U3) in the following letter mixed con- 
gratulation and grumble ni i^ery di^pn>portionale parts. It was 
written on Aii:\ust 2S, I, to his Briush publishers. In the long 
second paragraph be probably touched a chord in common with 
all other authors in the world, whether fudifiably or not. The 
letter revives the age-old question, "Are publishers and authors 
ever completely satisfied with one another.^" 

‘‘® IJsoil hv permission of Mrs Galiworlhv. 

^J^ed b\' permission of Chatles .Scribner's Sons. 
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I hope you will congratulate your artist from me on the cover of 
The Country House. I think it is very good indeed. 

1 dare say you are disappointed with the sales of The Patrician, and 
I am also. I cannot believe that something could not be done to put 
renewed life into them. There does not seem to be any advance 
to speak of on Fraternity, although the book was admittedly more 
likely to be popular. I can't understand it. 1 wonder whether your 
travelers take trouble about my books. I never see them on railway 
bookstalls anywhere, and hardly ever in a shop window. I feel that 
1 am the sort of author about whom a ' publisher soon says; “Oh. 
yes — Galsworthy — superior sort of stuff — ^will only reach a certain 
circulation," and then gives it up. But 1 don't accept that view of 
my own writing; it has this distinction (among many others) from 
the work, say, of James, Meredith, or Conrad — that it is absolutely 
clear in st>'le, and not in the least exotic, and can be read by the 
average person without straining the intellect. 1 feel that from The 
Man of Property 5000, to 1 he Patrician 80fX), is a very discouraging 
rise. Of course 1 know you will say you can't make the public buy 
my books, but that is just the point. I think you coultl make them 
more than you have. 1 seem to feel that both you and Heinemann 
have become perhaps discouraged, perhaps a little indifferent. If 
that is the case, 1 had better know. 


The four letters beUnv constitute an '*exchange of civility” that 
would he worthy of the most disgruntled customer of tiie most 
unaccommodating shop:'" 

1 

Ladv Seymour presents her compllment^ to Lady Shuckburgh, and 
would be obliged to her lor the chaiacter of Mary Steadman, who 
stales that she has lived twelve months and still is, in Lady Shuck- 
burgh's establishment. Can Atarv Steadman cook plain di^hes well, 
and make bread, and is she lumesl, sober, willing, cleanly, and gootl 
tempered? Lady Seymour will also like t(» know the reason she 
leaves Ladv Shuckburgh ’s house. Direct untler care to 1 ord Seymour, 
Meriden Bradley, Wiltshire. 

2 

Lady Shuckburgh presents her compliments to Lady Seymour; her 
ladyship's letter, dated October 28, reached her only yesterday, No- 
vember 3. Lady Shuckburgh w'as unacquainted with the name of the 
kitchenmaid until mentioned by l.ady Seymour, as it is her custom 
neither to apply for, nor give, characters to any of the under servants, 
this being always done by the housekeeper, Mrs. Couch, and this was 
well known to the young woman. J herefore Lady Shuckburgh is 
surprised at her referring any lady to her for a character. Lady 
Shuckburgh, keeping a professed cook, as well as a housekeeper, in 
her establishment, it is not very probable she herself should know 
anything of the abilities or merits of the under servants: she is there- 
fore unable to reply to Lady Seymour's note. Lady Shuckburgh can- 
not imagine Mary Steadman to be capable of cooking anything, except 
for the servants' hall table. 

From The Gentlest Art bv F V Lucas Used by permission. 
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3 

Lady Seymour presents her compliments to Lady Shuckburgh, and 
begs she will order her housekeeper, Mrs. Couch, to seiul the girl's 
character, otherwise another young woman will be sought for else- 
where, as Lady Seymour's children cannot remain w'ithout their din- 
ners because Lady Shuckburgh, keeping a professed cook and house- 
keeper. thinks a knowledge of the details of her establishment beneath 
her notice. Lady Seymour understands from Steadman that, in addi- 
tion to her other talents, she was actually capable of cooking food 
for the little Shuckburghs to partake of when hungry. 

4 

Madam — Lady Shuckburgh has directed me to acquaint you that she 
declines answering your note, the vulgarity of which she thinks be- 
neath her contempt, and although it may be characteristic of the 
Sheridans to be vulgar, coarse, and witty, it is not that of a lady, 
unless she chances to have been born in a garret arid bred in a kitchen. 
Mary Steadman informs me that your ladyship does not keep either 
a cook or a housekeeper, and that you only require a girl who can 
cook a mutton chop; if so, 1 apprehend that Mary Steadman, or any 
other scullion, will be found fully equal to the establishment of the 
Queen of Beauty. — I am, your Ladyship's etc., etc. 

Elizabeth Couch 


The two letters below are alive in the wrong sense for successful 
and progressive business relationship. 


What’s the matter with you peo- 
ple*'* Can't you fill a small order, 
such as ours of June 1, and get the 
goods to us when we want them? 
If you can't, say so, and we'll deal 
with people that deliver. 

We purchase, we pay, and w'e ''come 
again," provided we get what we 
want, as we want it, when we want 
it, where we want it. 

If you're game for this policy, why, 
come play with us. If you’re not, 
say the word, and we'll chuck you 
for "them as is." 

And, anyway, if it’s not asking too 
much of you, 

FILL THAT ORDER OF June 1. 
. . , Yes? ? ? 

Then maybe we'll say "Thank 
you." 


lut! Tut! 

Let not your angry passions rise. 

Sorry isn't the word for our frame 
of mind. WeTe prone in the dust, 
crushed to earth, wrapped in sack- 
cloth, and all the rest of it. 

But just as soon as you get a min- 
ute read with your very own eyes 
thu enclosed copy of receipt from 
year house, showing that goods re- 
ferred to in your COURTESY of 
June 1 were received by your in- 
coming department on June 5. 

So again— Tut! Tut!— And Fudge! 
Fudge ! 

Do-^sn't it beat all how we some- 
times get our own wires crossed! 

However . . . 

P.S. Now mebbe you'll say Thank 
You- -and then again — mebbe you 
won’t. 
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The two foregoing letters are here toned down. They are still 
alive, however, but not '"alive AND KICKING ” 


The goods that I ordered of you 
on June 1 have not been received, 
and I am being caused some incon- 
venience as a result. 

It seems to me that you must have 
had ample lime to fill the order 
and get the shipment to me. Will 
voii please look into it at once, 
anti save me not only further an- 
noyance, but possibly money also? 
I shall be greatly obliged to you 

If you have forwarded the goods, 
and the>- have perhaps been de- 
la>'ed or damaged in transit, you 
will save the sitiiatitjn for me by 
an immediate substitute shipment, 
foi which you may make any rea- 
sonable adjustment in my account. 


Thank you for your letter of June 
10. We are sorry that you ha\e 
been caused annoyance and incon- 
venience in connection with your 
order of June 1. 

We have gone over our records 
very ca^Tullv, and w'c find that 
your goods w'ere sent on June 2 
and received by your incoming de- 
partment on June 5. We enclose 
copy of receipt from \-our Mr 
Ferguson. So the w'holc trouble 
seems to be due to one of those 
unaccountable mistakes that insist 
upon happening from time \o lime 
to the best of us. 

Again, let us say that we regret ex- 
tremely that you have been tlis- 
tiirbed regarding this. We hope 
that you have traced the gf)ods by 
this iime. 

We also hope that our ?tgreeablc 
rdations with vou may be con- 
tiniieii as pleasantly in the future 
as they have been in the past. 


This is another writing of the foregoing adjustment : 

We are verv sorrv indeed that vou have been caused inconvenience 
regarding ycjur order of June 1 

T1k)io examination (d the transaction has been made at this entl. 
We find that* vour shipment left this oHice on June 2, anti that a 
receipt from vour incoming department was filed with ns on Juno r 
I his indicates that the goods have been rect'iveil hv some one at 
your place of business. I he initials on the receipt are RLT. 

Ma\ it he tliat the vlelivery has not been brought to your attention, 
or th:st tlie gut)ds mav have been niisj)!aced or overlooked in the 
rush ol work^ 

Please wire at our expense if vou have not h>cnted them vet. We 
shall then see that a substitute order is immediately forwarded, in 
compliance with >our direction. 

Again, let us .say that we are extremely sorrv. Please make anv 
demands upon us to have this situation immediately set aright, and 
they shall be met. 
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Gratitudi: 

1‘here are many ways of saying Thank you. Jo be able to accept 
gracefully and to express gratitude graciously are accomplish- 
nicnls that come with education and culture— with that indefin- 
able something popularly known as background. It has been said 
that anybody who has the wherewithal can give, but very few 
know how to receive. Perhaps this is one reason why it is more 
blessed to give than to receive. Here are a few letters that say 
Thank you with grace and charm and sincerity. 

While Ben Jonson (1573-10^7) could pen a forceful bc'^ginf^ 
letter (see page 10^) he could be equally sincere and tviprcsdve in 
a letter of grahliide, as zeiiness this note to hi^ friend and patron, 
the Tarl of MezccadU. the gratuity referred to zeas probably 
for the play '‘Tore's U’clcome at W'elbeciy’ performed at the 
Hnke ol Nezecastle's estate zvhen King Charles zvas entertained 
there in I‘^33. 

My Noble Lord and m\ best I^ation, 

I have ..lone the bij.siness Nour Lordship triisied me with: and the 
mt)rniii;L' alter I iweived b\ niv beloved fneiul, .Master Payne, your 
1 ord.slup’s liniely gratuilv — i stvlc it such, lor it fell like the dew ('f 
heaven on ni\' necessities— 1 pray to God my work may have deserved 
it. 1 meant it should in the woiking it. and I have hope the per- 
formance will coiklude it. In the meantime I tell your Lordship 
whal I seriou'slv think — (iod sends >ou these chargeable anil inagnifi- 
cer.i honour" ol making feasts, to ini\ with your charitable succours, 
wln^pi upon me ec ur serv.mt: who have nothing to claim of merit 
but a cheer fill iinderl akir,, wiiat"<-»ever vour L(>rdship's judgment 
think" me aide to ]H'rlorni. I am in the number oi your humblest 
servants, mv 1 oi\l, and the mo^i willing, and do joy in the good 
fiiuidsliip andi lillovv^'np ol mv lea’Mcd friend, Master Pav'ne. than 
whom vniir I i»rdship could not have emphned a more diligent and 
judicious man, or llial hatl? lieatevi me wiih more I'unianiiy: which 
makes me cheer! ullv to insert mvself into vour Lordship's commands, 
and so sLiie a clientele. 

Wholly and onh' vour Lordships 

Bfn Jonson 

joint I ban Sn-ift (1667-17-f^) hi 'iNlc joke -uifb bis friend 
and heitefaclr.'Ss. Alas f fondle v (lalci Mrs. Boyle), daughier of 
his famous arebbtsbop. hi most of bis leiiers of this period — 
this one is dated fme 4. 1714 — the Dean evinced a note of 
loiij^inii for hiiiiland. He urns never eoinpletely happy in freland 
which he called a "cuis-'d. factious, oppressed, miserable coun- 
try; not made so by nature but by the slavish, hellish principles 
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oj an execrable prevailing faction of it.** Archbishop Hoadley 
had made the tenants of the See lands better farmers, and he 
had also erected a palace for the See at Tallaght, both largely as 
result of Swift*s insistence. Swift was therefore able to over- 
look the archbishop* s eccentricities, to tolerate his politics, and 
to live on friendly terms with his family. 

When I lived in England, once every year 1 issued out an edict, com- 
manding that all ladies of wit, sense, merit, and quality, who had an 
ambition to be acquainted with me, should make the first advances 
at their peril; which edict, you may believe, was universally obe 3 'ed. 
When (much against my will) 1 came to live in this kingt^om, 1 pub- 
lished the same edict; only, the harvest here being not altogether so 
plentiful, I confined myself to a smaller compass. I his made me often 
wonder how you came so long to neglect your duty: for, if you pretend 
ignorance, I may produce legal witnesses against you. 

I have heard of a judge bribed with a pig, but it was discovered by 
the squealing; and, therefore, you have been so politic as to send me 
a dead one, which can tell no tales. Your present of butter was made 
with the same design, as a known court practice, to grease my fist 
that 1 might keep silence. These are great offences, contrived on pur- 
pose to corrupt my integrity. And, besides, I apprehend, that if I 
should wait on you to return my thanks, you will deny that the pig 
and butter were any advances at all on your side, and give out that 1 
made them first: by which I may endanger the fundamental privilege, 
that I have kept so many years in the kingdom, at least make it a 
point of controversy. However, 1 have two ways to be revenged: first, 
1 will let all the ladies of my acquaintance know, that you, the sole 
daughter and child of his Grace of Dublin, one so .mean as to descend 
to understand housewifery; which every girl* of this town, who can 
afford sixpence a month for a chair, w'ould scorn to be thought to 
have the least knowledge in: and this w-ill give you as ill a reputation 
as if you had been caught in the act of reading a history, or handling 
a needle, or working in a field at Tallagh. My other revenge shall 
be this: when my lord’s gentleman deli'.ercd his message, after I put 
him some questions, he drew out a paper containing >'our directions, 
and in your hand; I said it properly belonged to me; and, when I had 
read it, 1 put it in my pocket, and am ready to swear, when lawfully 
called, that it is w'ritten in a fair hand, rightly spelt, and good plain 
sense. You now may sec 1 have you at mercy; for, upon the least 
offence given, I will show the paper to every female scravvler I meet, 
who w'ill soon spread about the town that your writing and spelling 
are ungenleel and unfashionable, more like a parson than a lady. 

I suppose, by this time, you are willing to submit; and, therefore, I 
desire you may stint me to two china bowls of butter a-week; for my 
breakfast is that of a sickly man, rice gruel, and 1 am wholly a stranger 
to tea and coffee, the companions of bread and butter. I received my 
third bowl last night, and I think my .second is almost entire. I hope 
and believe my lord archbishop will teach his neighbouring tenants 
and farmers a little English country management; and I lay it upon 
you, madam, to bring housewifery in fashion among our ladies; that, 
by your example, they may no longer pride themselves on their natural 
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or affected ignorance. I am, with the truest respect and esteem, 
Madam, your most obdient and obliged, 

P.S. I desire to present my most etc., to his grace and the ladies. 

A hospitality or bread-and-butter letter ''in reverse” is beauti- 
fully illustrated by the following written by Horace Walpole 
(17 17-1797) to Lady Howe, The date is November 10, 1754, 
Walpole* s letters should be studied by all who are ambitious to 
become good letter writers. His fine sense of humor, as here illus- 
trated, and his intimate and flowing style make his letters literary 
masterpieces, 

Soh! Madam, you expect to be thanked, because you have done a 
very obliging thing! But I won't thank you, and I won't be obliged. 
It is very hard one can't come into your house and commend any- 
thing, but you must recollect it and send it after one! I will never 
dine in your house again; and, when I do, I will like nothing; and, 
when 1 do, I will commend nothing; and, when 1 do, you shan’t 
remember it. You are very grateful indeed to Providence that gave 
you so good a memory, to stuff it with nothing but bills of fare of 
w'hat cvervbotly likes to eat and drink! 1 wonder you are not 
ashamed — 1 wonder 3011 are not ashamed! Do you think there is 
no such thing as gluttony of the memory?— You a Christian! A 
pretty account you wilj be able to give of yoursell ! Your fine folks 
in I’rance may call this friendship and attention, perhaps, but sure, 
if 1 was to go to the devil, it should be for thinking of nothing but 
myself, not of others, from morning to night. I w'ould send back 
vour temptations, but, as 1 will not be obliged to you for them, verily 
I shall retain thorn to punish you, ingratitude being a proper chastise- 
ment for sinful friendliness. Thine in spirit, 

Robert Southey (1774-lSn) wrote this letter of gratitude to his 
friend, foseph Cottle, the famous publisher of Bristol. Hngland, 
It is companionpiece with the Scott letter (page 27) in its reve- 
lation of author-publisher relation Jnp. In I79S Cottle had pub- 
lished the "Lyrical Ballads** of H'ordszcortb and Coleridge, but 
he lost money on this publication as on so many others. It is 
partly because Southey was deeply conscious of these losses that 
he wrote so feelingly in this letter on August 28, 1808. Southey 
stands unexcelled in ability to combine the friendly with the 
business tone easily, simply, and coherently in a letter. (See the 
Coleridge letter on page 77.) 

What you say of my copyrights affects me very much. Dear Cottle, 
set yoiir heart at rest on that subject. It ought to be at rest. They 
were yours; fairly bought, and fairly sold. \'ou bought them on the 
chance of their s’u -loss, what no London bookseller would have done ; 
and had they not been bought, they could not have been published 
at all. Nay. if you had not published foan of Arc, the poem never 
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would have existed, nor should I, in all probability, ever have obtained 
that reputation which is the capital on which I subsist, nor that power 
which enables me to support it. 

But this is not all. Do you suppose, Cottle, that I have forgotten 
those true and nicjst essential acts of friendship w'hich you showed me 
when 1 stood most in need of them? Your house was my house when 
1 had no other. I'he very money with which I bought my wedding 
ring, and paid my marriage fees, was supplied by you. It was with 
your sisters that 1 left my lidith during my six-months’ absence; and 
for the six months after my return it was from you that I received, 
week by week, the little on w'hich we lived, till I was enabled to live 
by other means. It is not the settling of our cash account that can 
cancel obligations like these. >'ou are in the habit of preserving your 
letters, and if >'ou were not, I would ciiircat you preserve this, that it 
vtight be seen hercajier. Sure I am. that there never was a more gen- 
erous. nor a kinder heart than yours, and you will believe me when 
I add, that there does not live that man upon earth, whom I remember 
with more gratitude and more affection. My heart throbs, and my 
eyes burn with these recollections. Good-night, my dear old friend 
and benefactor. 

Charles, Lamb was greater, i[ possible, as a letter writer than as 
an essayist, tho his essays have probably been more widely read 
than his letters. The following comes under the general k^ading 
of bread-and-butter letters, but its contents indicate that Lamb 
partook less of the staff of life at Dr. and Mrs. J. Vale Asburys 
party than of liquid nourishment, and this in spite of the fact 
that Dr. Asbury was the Enfield doctor. The delightful gar- 
rulity and irresponsible incoherence reflect truly the condition 
sometimes referred to as illumination or artificial animation. The 
letter was written in April IS SO. Lieutenant John Barker, R. N., 
Mr. Lucas tells us, was a coal merchant and a local character. 
He had thirteen children, most of whom had such ambitious 
names as Concordia, Coriolanus, Marius. 

It is an observation of a very wise man that “moderation is best in 
all things." 1 cannot agree with him “in liquor." There is a smooth- 
ness and oiliness in wine that makes it go down by a natural channel, 
which I am positive was made for that descending. Else, why does 
not wine choke us? Could Nature have made that sloping lane, 
not to facilitate the downgoing? She does nothing in vain, ^'ou 
know that better than I. You know how often she has helped you 
at a dead lift, and how much better entitled she is to a tee than 
yourself sometimes, w'hen you carry off the credit. Still there is 
something due to manners and customs, and I should apologise to 
you and Mrs. Asbury for being absolutely carried home upon a man’s 
shoulders thro' Silver Street, up Parson's Lane, by the Chapels (which 
might have taught me better), and then to be deposited like a dead 
log at Gaffar Westwood's, who it seems does not “insure" against 
intoxication. Not that the mode of conveyance is objectionable. (3n 
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the contrary, it is more easy than a one-horse chaise. Ariel in the 
Tempest says 

‘"On a Bat’s back do I fly, after sunset merrily.'* 

Now I take it that Ariel must sometimes have stayed out late of 
nights. Indeed, he pretends that “where the bee sucks, there lurks 
he," as much as to say that his suction is as innocent as that little 
innocent (but damnably stinging when he is provok'd) winged crea- 
ture. But I take it, that Ariel was fond of metheglin, of which the 
Bees are notorious Brewers. But then you will say: What a shock- 
ing sight to see a middle-aged gentleman-and-a-half riding upon a 
Gentleman's back up Parson's Lane at midnight! Exactly the time 
for that sort of conveyance, when nobody can see him, nobody but 
Heaven and his own conscience: now Heaven makes fools, and don’t 
expect much from her own creation, and as for conscience. She and 
1 ha^’e long since come to a compromise. I have given up false 
modesty, and she allows me to abate a little of the true. I like to 
be liked, but I don't care about being respected. I don'^^ respect 
myself. But, as 1 was saying, 1 thought he would have let me down 
just as we got to Lieutenant Barker’s Coal-shed (or emporium), but 
by a cunning jerk 1 eased myself, and righted my posture. 1 protest, 

1 thought myself in a palanquin, and never felt myself so grandly 
carried. It was a slave under me. There was I, all but my reason. 
And what is reason"^ and w'hat is the loss of it^ and how often in a 
day do we do w'ithout it, just as well? Reason is only counting, two 
and two makes four. ^ And if on my passage home, I thought it made 
five, what matter? Two and two will just make four, as it ahvavs 
did, before 1 took the finishing glass that did my business. My sister 
has begged me to write an ap<dogv to Mrs. A. and you for disgracing 
your party; now it does seem to me, that 1 rather honoured vour 
party, for every one that was not drunk (and one or two of the 
ladies, I am sure, were not) must have been set off greatly in the 
contrast to me. I was the .scapegoat. The soberer they seemed. By 
the wav, is magnesia gviod on these occasions ? — lii poL med* sum: 
ante noct: in rub: can. —I am no licienliate, but kn(»w enough ot 
simples to beg you to send me a draught after thi^ mjulel. But still 
you will say (oi the men ani maids at your house will sav) that it 
is not a seemly sight for an old .^entlcman to go home pick-a-back. 
Well, mav be it is not. But I nc^er studied grace. I take it to be 
a mere superficial act canplishment. 1 regard more the internal acquisi- 
tions. 1 he great object after supper is to get home, and whether 
that is obtained in a horizontal posture or perpendicular (as foolish 
men and apes affect for dignit\’), I think is little to the purpose. 
The end is alwavs greater than the means. Here 1 am, able to com- 
pose a sensible rational apology, and what signifies how I got here? 
1 have just sense cncaigh to remember I was verv happy last night, 
and to tl'iank our kind host and and that's sense enough. 

I hope. 

K.B . — What is gootl for a desperate headache? Whv, patience, and a 
determination not to mind being miserable all dav long. And that 
I have made mv mind up to. So. liere goes. It is better than not 
being alive at all, which I might itave been, had >our man toppled 
me dow'ii at Lieiil. Barker’s Coal-shcil. My sister sends her sober 
compliments lo Mrs. A. She is not much the worse. 
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After the publication of Charles Lamh*s Dissertation on Roast 
Pig* in The London Magazine, September 1822, he received 
many gifts of pig, and he wrote many letters of thanks to his 
friends and of appreciation of pig in general. The first below 
was written to John Childs; the second to Thomas Robinson. 

1 

In great haste, the Pig was faultless — ^we gpt decently merry after 
it and chirpt and sang “Heigh! Bessy Builgay!” in honor of the 
sender. Pray let me have a line to say you got the Books; keep 
the first volume two or three months, so long as it comes home at 
last. 

2 

We have to thank you or Mrs. Robinson — for I think her name was 
on the direction — for the best pig, which myself, the warmest of pig 
lovers, ever tasted. The dressing and the sauce were pronounced 
incomparable by two friends, who had the good fortune to drop 
in to dinner yesterday, but I must not mix up my cook’s praises 
with my acknowledgments: let me but have leave to say that she 
and we did your pig justice. 1 should ililate on the crackling — done 
to a turn — but I am afraid Mrs. Clarkson, who, I hear, is with you. 
will set me down as an epicure. Let it suffice that you have spoiled 
my appetite for boiled mutton for some time to come. Your brother 
Henry partook of the cold relics — by which he might have good 
guess" at what it had been hot. 

With our thanks, pray convey our kind respects to Mrs. Robinson 
and the Lady before mentioned. 

Elizabeth Barrett Browning (1806-1861) was once called, by a 
wag of a critic, the gu^hingest of letter writers.** But of the 
hundreds of her letters collected and edited by Edward G. Kenyon 
there is not one that is not entertaining and interesting, and illus- 
trative of the bed possible letter tone and quahty. The following 
note of thanks was written on June IS. 1841, to her friend. Hugh 
Stuart Boyd, the blind scholar whom she commemorated in her 
poem *'Wine of Cyprus.** She likewise addressed three sonnets 
to him. 

Thank you, my very dear friend! 1 WTite to you drunk with Cyprus. 
Nothing can be w-orthier of either gods or demigods; and if, as you 
say, Achilles did not drink of it, I am sorr\’ for him. I suppose 
Jupiter had it instead, just then — Ilebe pouring it, and Juno's ox-eyes 
bellowing their splendour at it, if you will forgive me that broken 
metaphor, for the sake of yLischylus' genius, and my own particular 
intoxication. 

Indeed, there never was, in modern days, such wine. Flush, to whom 
I offered the last drop in my glass, felt it was supernatural, and ran 
away. I have an idea that if he had drunk that drop, he would 
have talked afterwards — either Greek or English. 
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Never was such wine! The very taste of ideal nectar, only stiller, 
from keeping. If the bubbles of eternity were on it, we should run 
away, perhaps, like Plush. 

Still, the thought comes to me, ought I to take it from you? Is it 
right of me? Are you not too kind in sending it? Should you be 
allowed to be too kind? In any case, you must not think of send- 
ing me more than you have already sent. It is more than enough, 
and I am not less than very much obliged to you. 

I have passed the middle of my second volume, and I only hope 
that critics may say of the rest that it smells of Greek wine. Dearest 
Mr. Boyd's 

Ever affectionate, 

William Makepeace Thackeray in characteristic vein wrote the 
following note of thanks (with drawings) to a friend who had 
tiresented him with two geese for Christmas dinner: 

I should be an ungrateful wretch if 1 didn’t tell you that the geese 
were excellent. The servants polished theirs entirely off; and curs 
was admired and appreciated by everybody who partook thereof. I 
carved, and I need not say some of the best slices of the bosom were 
appropriated to yours gratefully, 

[Here followed a drawing of geese on a green] 

Hymn thf First 
The housewives of a former a^e 
Were wont to stuff a (ioose with sage. 

You put the Bird to nobler use. 

Carter! and stuff a sage with goose. 

Hymn Tiit ShluKiD 

"Lawk, Miss Annv. Lawk, Miss Minny’" thus cries Gray the cook, 

‘'Iwo such b'autiful geese is come' Only come and look! 

“I.or, how plump and br iwn they'll be’ Lor, how plump and juicy! 

Well, of hall things I declare I do love a goosey! 

"Two fat geese, h(»w genteeP Only think of this, miss! 

Don’t they come convenient for the iinner at Crismissi’ 

"One shall be for the Servant>' 'Al., and one for p.n''<-'r arter 
And I never shall see a goose again, without thinking of Mr. .Carter." 

“That I won't." says Mrs. Gray the cook, with her duty, and the best 
compliments of the season. 

And the same she hopes nex year. 

[Drawing of a boy standing on his head, captioned 'Turn over”] 

On second thoughts; and in allusion to a painful transaction last year: 

No. this pun is so dreadfully bad. 

I think I never can. Mr. 

But when a man sends me 

A goose and a deuced kind letter, I think I might send him an amtr. 

Well, I shall next year; that's all I have to say. 
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An artist who could establish a world vogue for her drawings, and 
a disciple who could adorn a friendship, Kate Greenaway could 
also pen a businesslike note. 

(iSi 




/ OUa^ Ov»«^ 

g^cjLjuc Wf^ Irt IC ^4o 

9® PtJUK^^ tcy. hju^fo^ ^ 

Ctg V<rWi . 0u» J A#>s4l 75^"^ 

'J t^^AjUL 


John Ruskin (181^-1^0) was an admirer of Kate Crcenaiva/s 
drawings, and she fonnd his kindly advice and criticism very 
helpful. Ill gratitude she had sent him a book of poems. This 
letter, written on Christmas Day, 1S8I, is his gracious acknowU 
edg^nent. 

You are the first friend to whom I write this morning, and among 
the few lo \\hom ( look for real sympathy and help. You are fast 
becoming — 1 believe you are already, except only Fclward B. Jones — 
the helpfullest in showing me that there arc vel living souls on earlh 
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who can see beauty and peace and goodwill among men — and rejoice 
in them. 

>'oii have sent me a little choir of such angels as are ready to sing,, 
if we will listen, for Christ's being born — cverv day. 

I trust you may long be spared to do such lovely things, and be an 
element of the best happiness in every linglish household that still 
has an English heart, ns you arc alieaily in the simpler homes of 
Germany. 

To m\ minvl 1 udwig Richter and >ou are the only real philosophers 
ol the nineteenth century. 

ril write niore in a dci\' or two about many things that I want to 
sa\ re peeling the pcjssible range of vour siibjeels. 1 was made so 
siH'ciallv happ\ >esterday hv finding Herrick's Grait; among the 
lit lie poems; but they are all delightful. 


I'bc Idler below .ecu wriltcn by 
1be secretary of a boy*s club 
after thirty members interested 
in new'^paper work bad re- 
turned from a visit to a large 
newspaper plant. 

W'e had a grand time gf>ing thru 
\our establishment the other day — 
Wednesday, the thiul of April, to 
be exact. 

'fhis is written to thank \oii Err 
all W'O saw and all \\v learned and 
— for all W'e ale at that unexpected 
and umleserved spread >oii ga^e us 
on the second-lloor corridor. 

W hether vou meant to do it or not 
— [>erish the thought! — you have 

mj.le readeis of our lamilies. 

even unto the third and the fourth 
generation. You have thus helped 
to train us up in the vva\' wc 
should go. 

So thank \'ou again — and \et again. 
Aiul give our vciy best to those 
human machines of yours — the 
giant presses and the linotype 
prodigie.s. 


The bead of the huiise makes 
an employee's heart glad by a 
note of thanks for a good, 
understandable report 

Thank you \’ery much indeed for 
the excellent report \'ou placed on 
mv desk yesiei\lay. I rook it home 
with me la.'jl evening, and before 
midnight I Irad read every word of 
it and had studied those six graphs 
till I know them almost by heart. 
I am this morning very much bet- 
ter informed about the branch 

of this business, and, thanks to you, 
shall be able to talk intelligently 
about it when I attend the conven- 
tion next week. There are two or 
three little things that I must ask 
vou about before I leave, but these 
can easilv' be attended to on I’huis- 
day when, you know, vou are to 
have luncheon with me. In the 
meantime, accept m) gratitude and 
mv cor.gral Illations on the most 
lucid and readable report I have 
had the pleasure of reading in a 
long time. 


Dr. Henry G. Apple, who recently retired as president of Franklin 
and Marsluill College offer a highly distinguished administration 
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of a quarter of a century, penned the following gracious letter to 
an *'old grad'* who had had the temerity to present some poor 
little evidences of authorship. It was just such characteristic 
thoughtfulness and consideration as this, during his long and 
enviable career as an educator, that in no small way justified the 
honors that were showered upon him on his retirement and that 
brought new glories to the so-called small college as a phenomenal 
institution of learning.^^ 

Thank you very much indeed for the two new volumes of yours that 
have just reached me. 

I appreciate your kindness, and I know that I shall again find both 
pleasure and profit in the study of your works. 

We have all been deeply interested in you, and we rejoice in your 
continued success and increasing eminence as educator and writer. You 
are leading the way in a field that needs emphasis and guidance such 
as you are so abundantly and impressively contributing. Accept our 
congratulations and our best wishes for future attainment and service. 

This acknowledgment has been delayed by my absence from home. 
Please forgive its seeming tardiness. 

Hospitality 

Much has been written about hospitality or bread-and-butter 
letters, and many such letters have been accumulated in antholo- 
gies. But letters written by hosts or hostesses inviting friends 
to visit, regretting the departure of guests, or giving accounts of 
visits paid, are by no means common to the pages of literature. 
Below are a few such letters that are good reading and are per- 
haps worthy of study. They illustrate an important classification 
in literature, and a not unimportant one in business. 

Cicero (106-43 B.C.) in this letter to Atticus reveals the concern 
and nervousness that are not uncommon to the fastidious host or 
hostess when an important guest is to be entertained. To this 
day and age, the letter has a quaint, not to say ironic, humor. 

O this visitor so much dreaded! And yet one whose visit I am not 
sorry to have received; for it went off most pleasantly. 

When we came the evening before, on the 18th, to my neighbour 
Philippus, the house was so crowded with soldiers, that there was 
hardly a vacant room for Caesar to sup in. There were about two 
thousand of them, which made me feel no little uneasiness for the 
next day. But Barba Cussius set me at ease. He assigned me a 
guard: made the rest encamp in the fields: so that my house was 
kept clear. On the 19th, he staid with Philippus till one o'clock: but 

Used by permission of Dr. Henry G. Apple. 
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admitted nobody. He was settling accounts, as I suppose, with Balbus. 
He then walked by the shore to my house. At two he took the 
bath. The verses on Mamurra were read to him. His countenance 
was unchanged, lie was rubbed, and anointed, and then he disposed 
himself at table, after taking an emetic; and ate and drank in a very 
free and easy manner; for he was entertained hospitably and ele- 
gantly; and our discourse resembled our repast in its relish and 
seasoning. Besides Cesar's table, his atlendanls were well provided 
for in three other rooms; nor was there any deficiency in the pro- 
vision made for his freedmen of lower quality, and his slaves; but 
those of the better sort were elegantly entertained. Need 1 add more? 

I acted as man with man. Yet he was not the man to whom one 
would say at parting, “I pray let me have this visit repeated when 
you come this w-ay again." Once is enough. Not a word passed 
between us on business, but much liierary talk, 'fo make short of 
the matter, he was perfectly pleased and easy. He talked of spending 
one day at Puteoli; another at Baiae. You have thus the account 
of the day’s entertainment — an entertainment not agreeable, but still 
not troublesome to me. I shall slay here a little longer, and then To 
Tusculum. 

As he passed by Dolabella's villa, his troops marched close by the 
side of his horse, on the right and left; which was done nowhere 
else. I hail this from Nicias. 

The following letter, dated September 17, 17^J, was written to 
Agnes and Mary Berry by Horace Walpole after they had paid 
him a long visit. Doubtless the ^'antediluvian* found hhnself 
lonesome, as who has not after entertaining congenial guests. He 
had persuaded them to take possession of bis home, formerly 
called Cliveden for Kitty Clive the actress. He left this as well 
as other property to them when he died. The Mis^e^ Berry had 
literal y ambitions and interests of their own. (See page 91.) 

My Beloved Spouses, 

Whom I love belter than Solomon hwed his one spouse — or his one 
thousand. I lament that the summer is over: not because of its 
iiniquity, but because \ou tvs o made it so delightful to me that six 
weeks of gout could not sour it. Pray take caie of yourselves — not 
for your own sakes, but for mine; tor, as 1 have just had my quota 
of gout, I may possibly expect to see another summer: and, as you 
allow that i do know my own. and when I wish for anything and 
have it, am entiiely satisfied, you niay depend upon it that I shall 
be as hatipy with a third summer, if I reach it, as I have been with 
the two last. 

Consider that I have been threescore years and ten looking for a 
society that I perfectly like; and at last there dropped out of the 
clouds into Lady Herrie’s room two young gentlewomen, who I so 
little thought were sent thither on purpose for me, that when I was 
told they w'ere the charming Miss Berrys, 1 would not even go to 
the side of the chamber where they sat. But, as f ortune never throws 
anything at one's head without hitting one, 1 soon found that the 
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charming Berrys were precisely ce quit we fallait, and that though 
young enough to be my great grand-daughters, lovely enough to turn 
the heads of all our youths, and sensible enough, if said youths ha\e 
any brains, to set all their heads to rights again, ’^'es, sweet damsels. 
I have found that you can bear to pass half vour time with an 
antediluvian, without discovering any ciiuui or disgust; though hi^ 
greatest merit towards you is, that he is not one of those old fools 
who fancy they are in love in their dotage. I have no such vagary; 
though. 1 am not sorry that some folks think 1 am so absurd, since 
it frets their selfishness. 

On June II. ISIO^ Sydney Smith (see page 276), ''relayed" the 
following invitation in hi^ own gracious way to Charles Dickon. 
The canon, the rector, and the vicar are, of course. Smith hinnci/. 
The Miss Berrys were friends of Horace Walpole and prominent 
figures in the literary world at the time (see above). 

Nobody more, and more justh, talked of than >'ourself. 

The Miss Berrws, now at Richmond, live only to become aciiuainted 
with \oii, and have commissioned me to retjuesl vou to dine wiih 
them on I'ridaN', the 29th. or Morulav. July Ist. to meet a Canon 
of St. Paul’s, the Rector of Combe Tlorey, and the Vicar of llal- 
berton — all euuallv well kiumn to \ou, to say nothing of oilier and 
better people 'Ihe Miss Berrys and 1 . adv Charlotte Lindsav ha\'e 
not the sninlie.^ objection to be put into a niimbei. but, on the con- 
trary, would bei proud of the distinction: and Lady Charlotte, in par- 
ticular, 30 U may marry to Newanan Noggs. Pray come, il is as 
much as my place is worth to send them a refusal. 

Walter Scott was famous for his hospitality. The following Idler 
is only one of many such from his pen. It was wrillen to Maria 
Edgeworth on fiinc IS23. and it is hardly necessary to add that 
she accepted the invitation on the ternn indicated. 

I liave just received \our kind note, just when 1 had persuaded myself 
it was most likely I should see vou in person or hear of ytiur arrival. 
Mr. Allison writes to me you are engaged to tlrive with him tomorrow, 
which puls Roslin out of the (lueslion for that dav', as il might keep 
you late. On Sunday \ hope you will join oiir family parlv at five, 
and on Monday 1 have asked one or two of the northern lights on 
purpose to meet you. I should be engrossing at aiiv lime, but vve 
shall be more tlispf)setl to be so just now. because on the lith I am 
under the nec«‘ssity of gf»ing to a difi'erent kingdom (only the king- 
dom of /'/7d0 for a dav or two. tomorrow, if it is (juite agreeable, 
I W'ill w'ait on you about tvvelv'e and hope you will permit me tt 
show >f)u some of our improvements. — I am always most respect- 
fully yours, 

P.S. — Our old family coach is licensed to carry six, so lake no care 
on that score. I enclose Mr. /\li.son's note; truly sorry 1 cuuld not 
accept the invitation it contains. 

w What I needed. 
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P.S. — My wife insists I shall add that the Laird of SlalTa promised 
to look in on us this evening at eight or nine, for the purpose of 
letting us hear one of his clansmen sing some Highland boat songs 
and the like, and that if you will come, as the Irish should to the 
Scotch, without any ceremony, you will hear what is perhaps m(jre 
curious than mellifluous. The man returns to the Isles tomorrow. 
'Fhere are no strangers with us; no paily; none but all our own 
family and two old iriends. 

Moreover, all our womankind have been calling it Gibb’s hotel, so 
if you are not really tired and late, you ha\e not even pride, the 
ladie.s' last defence, to oppose to this request. But, above all, do not 
fatigue yourself and the young ladies. 

No dressing to be thought of. 

This letter, both a friendly and a business invitation, was written 
by Percy Bysshe Shelley ( 1792-IS22) to James Henry Leigh 
Hunt. Hunt with his wife and seven children went to Italy, and 
Shelley was drowned on his return from welcoming them. The 
publication — called The Liberal — was realised, but only four num- 
bers were actually published, inasmuch as Hunt and Byron 
could not get along, as Hunt might have anticipated jrotn the 
lack of assurance in this letter. The letter was written from Pisa 
on August 26, 1S2I. 

Since I last wrote to y<>u, I have been on a visit to Lord Bvron at 
Ravenna. The result of this visit was a determination, on his part, 
to come and live at Pisa, and I have taken the finest palace on the 
Lung’ Arno for him. But tlie material part of m\ visit consists in a 
message which he desires me to give you. and which. I think, ougiit to 
add to your determination — for .such a one I hope \'ou have formed — 
of restoring your : battered health and spirits by a migration to these 
"legions mild of calm and serene air." lie proposes that you should 
come and go shares with him and me, in a periodical work, to be con- 
ducted here; in wiiich each of "^he contracting parties should publi.sh 
all his original composition’^, and sh -re the profits. He proposed it 
to Moore, but for some reasim it w'as never brought to bear. There 
can be no doubt that the profits of any scheme in which you and Lord 
Byron engage, must, from various, vet cooperating reasons, be very 
great. As for myself, I am. for the present, onlv a sort of link between 
you and hun, until you can know each other, and effectuate Iht 
arrangement: since (to entrust you with a secret which, for your sake, 
1 withhold from l.ord Byron) nothing would induce me to share in the 
profits, and still less, in the borrowed splendour of such a partnership. 

You and he, in different manners, would be equal, and would bring, 
in a different manner, but in the same proportion, equal stocks of 
reputation and success. Do not let my frankness with you, nor my 
belief that 3011 deserve it more than Lord Bvron. have the effect of 
deterring you Irom assuming a station in modern literature, which the 
universal voice of my contemporaries forbids me either to stoop or to 
aspire to. 1 am, and 1 desire to be. nothing. 1 did not ask Lord 
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Byron to assist me in sending a remittance for your journey; because 
there are men, however excellent, from whom we would never receive 
an obligation, in the worldly sense of the word; and I am as jealous 
for my friend as for myself ; but I suppose that I shall at last make 
up an impudent face, and ask Horace Smith to add to the many obli- 
gations he has conferred on me. I know 1 need only ask. I think 1 
have never told you how very much 1 like your Amyntas; it almost 
reconciles me to translations. In another sense I still demur. You 
might have written another such poem as the Nymphs, with no great 
access of efforts. 1 am full of thoughts and plans, and should do some- 
thing, if the feeble and irritable frame which incloses it was willing to 
obey the spirit. I fancy that then I should do great things. Before 
this you will have seen Adonah. Lord Byron, I suppose from modesty, 
on account of his being mentioned in it, did not say a word of Adonais, 
though he was loud in his praise of Prometheus, and, what you will 
not agree with him in, censure of the Cenci. Certainly, if Marino 
Faliero is a drama, the Cenci is not — but that between ourselves. 
Lord Byron is reformed, as far as gallantry goes, and lives with a 
beautiful and sentimental Italian lady who is as much attracted to him 
as may be. 1 trust greatly to his intercourse with you, for his creed 
to become as pure as he thinks his conduct is. He has many generous 
and exalted qualities, but the canker of aristocracy wants to be cut out. 


William Makepeace Thackeray wrote the following notes in 1848 
to the Reverend W. H. Brookfield, his closest friend, Thackeray 
was living alone in London at the time. 


When I came home last night I 
found a beautiful opera ticket for 
this evening — ^Jenny Lind, charming 
holly, box 72. I am g 9 ing to dine 
at home with the children and shall 
go to the opera, and shall leave 
your name down below. So come, 
and we shall sit, we two, and see 
the piece like two lords, and we 
can do the other part afterwards. 
I present my respectful compli- 
ments to Mrs. Brookfield, and am 
yours. 


Will you dine with me on Friday 
at the G? My work will be just 
over on that day, and bedad, we'll 
make a night of it and go to the 
lay. On Thursday 1 shall dine 
ere and Sunday most probhly, 
and shall we go to Richmond on 
Sunday? Make your game and 
send me word. 

P.S. — Having occasion to write to 
a man in Bloomsbury Place, and to 
Lady Dauy, I mixed up the ad- 
dresses and am too mean to throw 
away I he envelope, so give you the 
benefit of the same. 


Charles Kingsley (1819-1875) wrote this informal invitation to 
his old Cambridge friend, the Rev, Peter Wood, Needless to say. 
Wood paid him a visit on receipt of the letter, and he found 
Kingsley ^'roughly lodged” hut quite happy nevertheless, Christ 
gave the name Boanerges to the two sons of Zehedee (Mark 
Hi: 17), It means ” vehement preache/* or ”thunderer” as 
Kingsley humorously uses it here. 
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PETER! — Whether in the glaring saloons of Almack's, or making 
love in the equestrian stateliness of the park, or the luxurious recum- 
bency of the ottoman, whether breakfasting at one, or going to bed 
at three, thou art still Peter, the beloved of my youth, the staff of 
my academic days, the regret of my parochial retirement! Peter! 

I am alone! Around me are the everlasting hills, and the everlasting 
bores of the country! My parish is peculiar for nothing but want 
of houses and abundance of peat bogs: my parishioners remarkable 
only for aversion to education, and a predilection for fat bacon. 

I am wasting my sweetness on the desert air — I say my sweetness, 
for 1 have given up smoking, and smell no more. Oh, Peter, Peter, 
come down and see me! O that I could behold your head towering 
above the fir trees that surround my lonely dwelling. Take pity on 
me! I am like a kitten in the washhouse copper with the lid on! 
And, Peter, prevail on some of your friends to give me a day's trout 
fishing, for my hand is getting out of practice. But, Peter, I am, 
considering the oscillations and perplexing circurngurgitations of this 
piece-meal world, an improved man. I am much more happy, much 
more comfortable, reading, thinking, and doing my duty — much more 
than ever I did before in my life. Therefore 1 am not discontented 
with my situation, or regretful that 1 buried my first-class in a 
country curacy, like the girl who shut herself up in a bandbox on 
her wedding night {vide Rogers’ Italy). And my lamentations are 
not general (for I do not want an inundation of the froth and tide- 
wash of nab3'lon the Great T but particular, being solely excited by 
want of thee, oh Peter, who art very pleasant to me, and wouldst 
be moie so if thou wouldsi come and eat my mutton, and drink my 
wine, and admire my sermons, some Sunday at Eversley. 

Your faithful friend, 

Boanerges Roar-at-th e-Clouds 

Professor Walter Raleigh (later Sir Walter Raleigh) wrote the 
following hospitality letter to Mrs. Walter Crum at whose house 
he had been a guest, Ilis facetious imitation of the composition 
of the Litany will be recognised. The date is April 50, 1905.^^ 

I was back at Oxford at seven o'clock that same day. I am drawing 
up a liturgy for use after a visit. 

For all the pleasures of my visit I beg you to accept my thanks. 

For the shelter of Dalnolter, for the room in the Permanent Resi- 
dent’s Wing, for the fire of an evening and the tea of a morning. 
1 beg you to accept my thanks. 

For the services of Plant agenet and labours of the staff, 1 beg, &c. 

For all the viands of the Table, for the Five Meals and Fifty Dishes, 
for the fishes and birds and beasts but especially* (for the Crab) 
1 beg you to accept my thanks. 

*(Here shall be inserted the name of any dish which it is desired to 
commemorate.) 

*8 Used by permission of Lady Raleigh. 



104 


TAKE A LETTER, PLEASE! 


For the beautiful days at Erskine, for the games of golf, for the 
good strokes of my partners and for the bad strokes of my enemies, 
I beg you to accept my thanks. 

For the noble company of my fellow guests, for the Edinburgh 
Professor and the Brown Immortelle, for the Lawyer and the Pub- 
lisher, for the wise man with the two-eared bag and for the man in 
the mutton-coloured suit, for my supplanter and his helpmate, for 
the discreet Rose and spirited Carolina and for the man Robert, 1 
beg you to accept my thanks. 

For all the drinks and potions, for the tea and the coffee, the claret, 
and the sherry, for the fifty-one port and the eighty-seven port, for 
the whiskey and the very old brandy, I beg you to accept my thanks. 
(Here shall be inserted the Collect for use after Bridge.) 

For all my quarrels at Bridge, for my failures to make myself socially 
useful, for putting J. M. in a swither, for reprehending R. L., and 
for all ridiculous and offensive behaviour, 1 humbly beg your partlon. 
(Here shall be inserted the prayer to be said by those who desire 
to be asked again.) 

You can’t tell how much better I am than when I started, fhe 
house is hare-boarded and chaotic, hut it is improving. Lucie is 
going to write to you. She says I have been spoiled and she must 
write all about it. 


A bank invites its customers to 
a house-warming. 

The new wing of the Bank 

will be open for business on Thurs- 
day morning, October tenth. 

You and Mrs. Young are invited 
to be present at a “wing-warming" 
reception to be given to our old 
customers on the preceding Wednes- 
day afternoon at four o’clock. 

You will be interested, we think, in 
seeing the new structure, and in 
having explained to you the novel 
“gadgets" that have been installed 
here and there for the safety and 
convenience of handling your funds. 

But more important than anything 
else is the opportunity that the 
little party will give the officers 
of this institution to meet and chat 
with such appreciated and appre- 
ciative customers as you have been 
over a long period of years. This 
opportunity does not come our way 
very often. 


A group of employees at head- 
quarters is invited by one of 
the branches of the firm to a 
picnic on the grounds. 

Thursday next — May thirteenth — 
has^ been set aside for >'our long 
anticipated visit to our Lawnbrook 
branch. 

Busses will drop you at the north 
gate (on the Brook Avenue side) 
at eleven-thirtv. It is only a short 
walk from there to the grove where 
luncheon will be served. 

It is probably unnecessary to tell 
you to bring bats, balls, rackets, 
bathing suits, and any other sports 
equipment you may have, for the 
great variety of games that may be 
played on our grounds. 

We shall do our best to see to it 
that “a merry time is had by all." 
But if it should rain on Thursdav. 
then the picnic will be held the 
next clear day even tho that doesn’t 
happen till Sunday. 
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i..etters of request are sometimes disparagingly called begging 
ieltcrs, but this appellation is by no means always deserved. In 
the old days when it was customary for aspiring scholars and 
writers to cultivate patronage among titled folk, the composition 
of such letters required much tact and skill, and even then they 
were very often little more than a refined form of beggary. Tho 
the patronage letter per sc has today become a rarity, the compo- 
sition requirements of a letter of request are nevertheless difficult. 
.Any manifestation of the inferiority' of begging must be avoided. 
'I'he letter content must be kept on the high level of justification 
and worthy purpose. A few illustrative letters are here submitted. 


This forthright request for 
financial aid was written by 
Ben Jonson to his friend and 
benefactor, the T'arl of New- 
castle. It brought the aid 
requested. (See page S9.) 

My Noblest Lord and best Patron, 

I send no borrowing epistle to pro- 
voke your Lordship, for I have 
neither fortune to repay, nor se- 
curity to engage, that will be taken: 
but 1 make a most humble petition 
to your Lordship’s bounty to suc- 
cour my present nezessities this 
good time (festival) of Easter, and 
it shall conclude all begging re- 
quests hereafter on the behalf of 
your truest beadsman and most 
thankful servant, 


On May 21, 1775, Sa^nuel 

Johnson came '^straight to the 
point'’ to Bennett Langton, a 
member of the Literary Club, 
of which Johnson himself, 
Addison, Reynolds, and other 
famous eighteenth-century men, 
were members. 

I have an old amanuensis in great 
distress. I have given what I think 
I can give, and begged till 1 can- 
not tell where to beg again. I put 
into his hands this morning four 
guineas. If you could collect three 
guineas more, it would clear him 
from his present difficulty. 1 am, 
sir, your most humble servant. 


Tobias Smollett (1721-1771), Scotch physician and novelist, 
author of "'Roderick Random,” "’Peregrine Pickle,” and other 
novels written in letter form, had a gift for phrase-making, and 
his ’"great Cham of literature” has been famous ever since he 
coined it. He wrote this letter on March 16, 1759, to John 
Wilkes, a member of Parliament, and a politician of great power 
— and some scandal. Johnson disliked Wilkes, hut Boswell tells 
amusingly how Wilkes overcame this dislike. The letter speaks 
for itself, evincing as it does the world-old custom of seeking 
political influence or ”pull” from those who are able to wield it. 
Francis had ’’johied up” quite on his own and had not been 
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pressed into service. But he was discharged and returned to his 
master, 

1 am again your petitioner, in behalf of that great Cham of litera* 
ture, Samuel Johnson. His black servant, whose name is Francis 
Barber, has been pressed on board the Stag frigate, Captain Angel, 
and our lexicographer is in great distress. He says the boy is r. 
sickly lad, of a delicate frame, and particularly subject to a malady 
in his throat which renders him very unfit for His Majesty's service. 
You know what matter of animosity the said Johnson has against 
you: and I dare say you desire no othti’ opportunity of resenting 
It, than that of laying him under an obligation. He was humble 
enough to desire my assistance on this occasion, though he and 1 
were never cater-cousins; and I gave him to understand that 1 would 
make application to my friend Mr. Wilkes, who, perhaps, by his 
interest with Dr. Hay and Mr. Fdliot, might be able to procure the 
discharge of his lacquey. It would be superfluous to say more on 
this subject, which 1 leave to your own consideration; but I cannot 
let slip this opportunity of declaring that I am, with the most 
inviolable esteem and attachment, dear Sir, your affectionate, obliged, 
humble servant. 

That begging may be made almost a fine art is shown by the 
following note written to Lady Holland by Sydney Smith, one of 
the masters of the art of letter writing. It was written on behalf 
of his friend the poet, Thomas Campbell. 

I told the little poet, after the proper softenings of wine, dinner, 
flattery, repeating his verses, etc,, etc., that a friend of mine wishecl 
to lend him some money, and I begged him to take it. The poet 
said that he had a very sacred and serious notion of the duties of 
independence, that he thought he had no right to be burdensome to 
others from the mere apprehensions of evil, and that he was in no 
immediate want. If it was necessary, he would ask me hereafter 
for the money without scruple; and that the knowing he had such 
resources in reserve, was a great comfort to him; nor had he the 
slightest feeling of affront on the subject, but, on the contrary, of 
great gratitude to his benefactor, whose name 1 did not mention, 
as the money was not received; I therefore cancel your draft, and 
will call upon you, if he calls upon me. I'his, I presume, meets youi 
approbation. I had a great deal of conversation with him, and he 
is a much more sensible man than 1 had any idea of. 1 have rcceivctl 
this morning a very kind letter from Sir Francis Baring, almost 
amounting to a promise that I am to be a professor in his new 
Institution. 1 cannot conclude my letter without telling you that 
you are a very good lady for what you have done; and that, for it, 
I give you my hearty benediction. 

The following letter by Charles Dickens was written to the actor, 
William Charles Macready, on October 17, 1845. Needless to 
say, the famous novelist's ''request for a loan' was granted by 
the celebrated tragedian. 
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You once — only once — gave the world assurance of a waistcoat. You 
wore it, sir, 1 think, in Money. It was a remarkable and precious 
waistcoat, wherein certain broad stripes of blue or purple disported 
themselves as by a combination of extraordinary circumstances, too 
happy to occur again. 1 have seen it on your manly chest in private 
life. I saw it, sir, 1 think, the other day in the cold light of morn- 
ing— with feelings easier to be imagined than described. Mr. Mac- 
ready. sir, are you a father? If so, lend me that waistcoat for 
five minutes. 1 am bidden to a wedding (where fathers are made) 
and my artist cannot, 1 find (how should he?) imagine such a waist- 
coat. Let me show it to him as a sample of my tastes and wishes; 
and — ha, ha, ha, ha!— eclipse the bridegroom! I shall send a trusty 
messenger at half-past nine precisely, in the morning. Me is sworn 
to secrecy, lie durst not for his life betray us, or swells in ambus- 
cade would have the waistcoat at the cost of his heart’s blood. 

Thine, 

The b'nwaislcoated One 

This request was made by William James (1842-1910), the great 
American teacher, psychologist, and philosopher. The human- 
interest note in this letter (of November 1, 1902) is important 
m comparison with the businesslike and forceful tone of most 
of the letters in Part Two. It was written to Henry L. Higgin- 
son, Boston banker and philanthropist.^^ 

I am emboldened to the step 1 am taking by the consciousness that 
though we are both at least sixty years old and have known each 
other from the cradle, 1 have never but once (or possiblv twice) 
traded on your well-known lavishness of disposition to swell any 
"subscription” which 1 was trying to raise. 

Now the doomful hour has struck. The altar is ready, and 1 take 
the victim by the ear. I choose you for a victim because you still 
have some undesiccalcd human feeling about you and can think in 
terms of pure charity — for the love of God, without ulterior hopes 
of returns from the investment. 

The subject is a man of fifty who can be recommended to no other 
kind of benefactor. Ilis story is a long one, but it amounts to this, 
that Heaven made him with no other power than that of thinking 
and writing, and he has proved by this time a truly pathological 
inability to keep body and soul together. He is abstemious to an 
incredible degree, is the most innocent and harmless of human beings, 
isn’t propagating his kind, has never had a dime to spend except 
for vital necessities, and never has had in his life an hour of what 
such as we call freedom from care or of "pleasure” in the ordinary 
exuberant sense of the term. He is refinement itself mentally and 
morally; and his writings have all been printed in first-rate periodicals, 
but are too scanty to "pay.” There’s no excuse for him, I admit. 
But God made him; and after kicking and cuffing and prodding him 
for twenty years, I have now come to believe that he ought to be 
treated in charity pure and simple (even though that be a vice) and 

Used by permission of Little, Brown, and Company. 
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I want to guarantee him $350. a year as a pension to be paid to 
the Mills Hotel in lUeeckcr Street, New York, for board and lodging 
and a few cents weekly over and above. 1 will put in $150. I have 
secured $100. more. Can I squeeze $50. a year out of you for such 
a non-public cause? If not, don’t reply, and forget this letter. If 
“ja” and you think you really can afford it, and it isn’t wicketl, let 
me know, and I will dun you regularly every year for the $50. 

The following letter of solicitation — most written applications are 
letters of solirHation — secured for the young man who wrote it 
exactly the opening he was seekhig. lie is now a satisfied and 
contented worker m aviation transportation, and is definitely on 
his way to important promotions. 

A\iation is prettv generally conceded to be a very promising field 
for a young man. isn’t it'^ 

Certainh'. it has been growing in scope and possibility within mv 
own comp4iiatively short memory. 

.And I have read much to the effect that >oung people of vision, ol 
the scientiiic t>pe of mind, anti of courage to make adventure as 
well as of inherent power to ploil, are gieatly in demand. 

NOW 

I am a college graduate (B.S. from ). 

1 am not afraid of overalls or grease or tlirty hands. 

I know the theory of aviation engineering pretty well but thorolv 
realize my need lor practice. 

I have worked for a year in the technical engineering department 
of the Aviation School. 

I have returned from the fb'ing expedition to Brazil and 

other South American countries. 

I am seeking opportunity to get fielil and flying practice in order 
eventually to qualify as a master pilot. 

Could \’ou now or at any time in the near future use such a man? 
If so, wiil }uu please consider me? 

I enclose a specific statement of my education and ser\ice to date, 
along with copies of a few' recommendations and a Mamped, addrcsM^d 
envelope. 

Too proud to go on relief in 193], a young slndcvl m one of Ihe 
aidhors college classes relied upon the following letter wh'ch he 
composed while he was cold and hungry. It sciured hm, a job 
which he still holds and which has brought him two advances in 
salary. 



I want to work for you. 

You may pay me what you want to, w'hen you want to, if you 
want to. 

All I ask is a chance to show you w'hat I can do. 

1 believe 1 have ability. 1 can be useful to \ou. Give me the oppor- 
tunity and 1 shall prove both of these assertions. 

Rut don’t misunderstand me, please. 1 am no genius, and I realize 
that I’m not. Rut 1 can do certain work very well — the kind of 
work >ou have to be done — and 1 can present abundant testimony 
to the fact that 1 never shirk 

1 should like a position on your staff as junior accountant. My 
qualilications indiitle a college etlucaiion and four yeais of experi- 
ence in the accounting field (see references attached). 1 am familiar 
wdth all of the major phases of accounting and have havl experience 
in appl.Miig the basic principles to various kinds of business. But 
i have had no public experience. 

If you care to talk with me — and I hope that you wilt care to do so 
after consulting my references— I am free to call at your convenience. 
I enclose four stamped, addressed ein elopes, one ()f which — to vie — 
I shall look for ex|)ectantly when the postman gives his double ring 
the next few mornings. 

I am twenty-six, born American, and 1 live at home with my father 
and mother at the above address. 


So much by way of brief sampling in general letter reading. 
Courses in such reading have been laid down for employees by 
more than one business house, with profitable resulls. By such 
reading, business letter writers have had their daily round of 
letter composition conxerted from an irksome, perfunctory task 
into an interesting and stimulating pursuit, and writing gis duty 
and writing as pleasuie have for them become synonymous. 

Business letter writers will find it to their benefit to observe and 
adopt, in a measure at least, the methods of their exemplars in 
the lield of literature. All of these latter have “lived with words/' 
have developed the “notebook habit," have cultivated the power 
of “keen observation." have kept high standards of expression 
ever before them, have tried to secure to their own expression the 
rh>'thm and harmony and coordination of all writing that has 
conspicuously impressed by distinction of style. Stevenson, 
Keats, Hmerson, Hawthorne, and numerous others, all the way 
back to Shakespeare and beyond, did these things. “Burns,” said 
Stevenson in his Memoirs and Portraits, “is the very type of 



no TAKE A LETTER, PLEASE! 

prime force in letters [literature] ; he was of all men the most 
imitative. Shakespeare himself, the imperial, proceeds directly 
from a school," 

The "inimitable best" in writing cannot, as the term implies, be 
imitated really. There can, therefore, be no harm in any one's 
trying to imitate it. There can be much good achieved by way 
of practice in imitation of the ever-elusive ideal, failure in the 
achievement of which makes always and . everywhere for indi- 
vidual and individualized success. 

The business letter writer must practice in the direction of his 
inimitable ideal. Unique personal success may perhaps be arrived 
at thru the very fact that he is unable to ape consummately. 
Let him at odd moments write out conversations or interviews as 
he recalls them. Let him for sheer practice report to himself his 
impressions as he attends a convention or observes workers in 
factory or in office. Let him record the happenings of certain 
outstanding days or hours in his daily round of activity. In all 
these and yet other types of practice let nim ever aim at the 
clearness and the force and the engagingness of the best letter 
reading he can find in whatever field. And then, well, Ite will 
probably not become a genius or even what is sometimes called 
"an original," for these, like poets, are born, not made. But he 
will certainly become a better letter-writer as well as a better- 
letter writer. 
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THE YEA AND THE NAY 

Cliche 

The word cliche means, by its F-rench derivation, a stereotype 
plate or any similar device for the reproduction of ornament or 
lettering. By transferred epithet it has come to mean any expres- 
sion that is used over and over again until it is “frozen” or fixed 
in phraseology, until it gets itself written and spoken automati- 
cally and unconsciously. It now stands for robot writing and 
speaking. Cliche expressions are hackneyed or stereotyped 
expressions. They are sometimes called bromides, and a bromide 
is delined by the dictionary as a person who is commonplace and 
conventional in his habits of thought and conversation. Such 
expressions used to excess, as they so frequently are or have been 
in business letter writing, tend to make expression dull, tiresome, 
dead. They also make for wordiness, vagueness, and discourtesy. 
They delay reading grasp, therefore, and cause misunderstanding. 
*rhe following bit of doggerel accumulates most of those that are 
responsible for the high business-letter death rate: 

Vour favor is at hand, sir, and its contents duly noted, 

And in re]dy we bog to sav uur prices here are quoted. 

Attached you’ll find in answer to your much esteemed request 
Investment opportunities our experts would suggest. 

Permit us to inform you in connection with the same, 
fhat herewith also is enclosed our latest stocks by name. 

Regarding other questions from your highly valued source, 

Just rest assured that you shall hear in due and proper course. 

By fifteenth inst. we hope to have the bonds you indicate: 

If something happens to prevent we'll write vou to so slate. 

As soon as we’ve contacted Mr. So-and-So for you 
We’ll take great pleasure forwarding result of interview. 

Regret exceedingly that after all is said and done 
1'he .sorry fact remains that he is still his father's son. 

We trust that we have answered all your welcome queries duly, 

And we remain as always, sir. 

Yours faithfully and truly. 

It is sometimes said that the very atmosphere of a business office 
superinduces hackneyed expression. So long has the latter been 
emanating from the former that a person just naturally “takes 
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on the tongue*' as soon as he enters or even thinks of an office. 
This may be true. We whisper at a funeral; we yell in appro- 
priate parlance at a football game; we sing in the bathtub. So 
we probably ''go hackneyed” in the business office. 

Gerald received at his office a letter from his mother inquiring 
about his child, her grandchild, who had been ill. Almost before 
he knew it he had dictated and mailed the following letter to her! 

Dear Madam: 

Yours of the fifteenth inst. received. and contents duly noted. In reply 
beg to state that I thank you for same. Confirming my communi- 
cation of some little time ago, take pleasure in informing you that 
the party subject of your inquiry leaves nothing to be desired by way 
of health and apparent happiness. .Will inform you in due course, 
in the event of any change to the contrary. At present writing would 
say that no such problem now confronts us in the situation. As per 
dfKtor’s orders physical examinations are made weekly. Rest assured 
that you w'ill be nolilietl at our earliest convenience in case any un- 
foreseen emergency arises, 'frusting I have furnished the desired 
information to yoiir entire satisfaction, and again thanking you lor 
3'our \ery kind thought and consideration, beg to remain with all 
good wishes 

Your loving son, 

Gurald 


Now, it is not contended, of course, that every time we speak and 
write we must attempt to use phraseology that has never been 
used before. Even if we could do so, it would not be very long 
before that very phraseology would become stale and down-at- 
heel. And it is true that a certain amount of familiar phraseology 
is desirable in all speaking and writing. It yields, as has been 
pointed out on page 0, a "homeyncss” and intimacy, and puts 
one immediately on common ground with his interlocutor. BujL 
to be dependent upon cliche expressions in speaking and writing 
is to be not merely unoriginal but lazy, stupid, tedious, and 
deadly dull. A cliche letter is always a bore, as undoubledly is 
the one who writes or dictates it. 


It is impossible and unnecessary, of course, to list all the cliche 
expressions in English. They pass and conic again; they vary lo 
some extent with locality. But the following is a goodly list. 
When Mr. and Mrs. Bromide entertain Mr. and Mrs. Wall (lower 
you may be sure that their conversation consists pretty largely 
if not entirely of these: 
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really 

say listen 

absolutely 

positively 

marvelous 

\vontlerful 

sii^h of relief 

as pleased as Punch 

never spoke a truer word 

the talking points 

is he coming or going 

it grxis without saying 

a snare and a delusion 

a man's-si/e job 

blood is thicker than water 

beard the lion 

rny own flesh and blood 

keei) the wolf from the door 

with hammer and tong'-- 

take the bull by the horns 

the business world 

the course of human events 

let the cat out of the bag 

by fits and starts 

don’t count your chickens before 
they’re hatched 
as snug as a bug in a rug 
don't cross your bridges till you 
come to them 

I don’t care a hoot for money 

don’t put the cart before the horse 

a rude awakening 

the disdain he so richly deserves 

a bed of roses 

grin and bear it 

all too soon 

ups and downs 

play the game 

nip and tuck 

with flying colors 

sail under false colors 

dull as dishwater 

breakneck speed 

with a grain of salt 

hit below the belt 

fine and dandy 

put your shoulder to the wheel 

at sixes and sevens 

beat a retreat 

stick to your guns 

wrack and ruin 

pull up stakes 

pride and joy 

sleep like a log 

in due cours^^ 


in the arms of Morpheus 
by leaps and bounds 
wended their way 
working like T rojans 
with all due modesty 
venture to say 
a civil questicjM 
take lo task 

without rhyme or reason 
buck up 

revealeel in true colors 

level criticism 

straight from the shoulder 

down in luck 

a blighted romance 

up to no good 

unrequited love 

cast into the discard 

worships the ground she walks oi 

pass the time of day 

just in the nick of time 

steal the march on 

to be permitted to say so 

beg the question 

fill the bill 

stand his ground 

give pause 

turn over a new leaf 

say the word 

playing second fiddle 

as per 

answer the purpose 

carrying coals to Newcastle 

meet the situation 

insofar as 

in regard to 

bury the hatchet 

mind your P's and Q’s 

in relation to 

oil on troubled waters 

making head or tail . 

at an early date 

leaving no stone unturned 

stew in your own juice 

on the other hand 

a bone to pick 

grant me that 

strike while the iron is hot 

along these lines 

shake a leg 

stir his stumps 

in this connection 

a yourself together 
every effort 
as above mentioned 
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in accordance with 
get a grip on yourself 
pocket my pride 
as the case may be 
put my best foot forward 
ay the supreme penalty 
owever that may be 
flatter myself 
mince words 
gird up your loins 
as a matter of fact 
mark time 
save your face 
knit your brow 
earliest convenience 
as to our proposition 
peals of laughter 
see eye to eye 
now, on the other hand 
owing to the fact that 
take a turn 
keep a civil tongue 
at the present writing 
in connection therewith 
with your kind permission 
never batted an eyelid 
keep a stiff upper lip 
whatever the situation may be 
let us call your attention to 
brave the elements 
at one and the same time 
rest assured 

at the earliest possible moment 
in my official capacity 
w-e are taking the matter up with 
amicable arrangement 
insofar as it is humanly possible ^ 
so you see you will make no mis- 
take 

word has come 
noised abroad 
parting of the ways 
same shall receive our prompt at- 
tention 

'‘circumstances over which we have 
no control 
colorful scene 
tendered a reception 
martial tread 
persistent rumors 
esteemed guest 
highly respected 
reliable source 
deadly earnest 
w'ell-known citizen 


gala affair 

we take pleasure in handing or 
sending you herewith 
perfect agreement 
unconfirmed report 
overcome by emotion 
prostrated by grief 
decorations tastefully arranged 
thru an inadvertence on the part 
of our mailing dept, 
filled to capacity 
host of friends 
momentous occasion 
escaped unscathed 
situation to be reckoned with 
in the last analysis 
venture an opinion 
long-felt want 

entire gamut of human emotions 

get down to brass tacks 

m9st certainly do 

suit the action to the word 

our humble abode 

speed the day 

doomed to disappointment 

peach of a fellow 

praise to the skies 

a diamond in the rough 

coin phrases 

all w'ool and a yard wide 
beggar description 
too full for utterance 
settle his hash 

throngs of boon companions 

report progress 

checkered career 

burn the candle at both ends 

poke fun at 

a highly likable fellow 

run amuck 

sadder but wiser 

up in arms 

hit the ceiling 

order out of chaos 

a square shooter 

go off the handle 

in the depths of despair 

let well enough alone 

along the line of 

drunk with power 

take into account 

method in his madness 

the mirror of fashion 

deem it advisable 

at cross purposes 
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shudder to think 
music hath charms 
at swords' points 
put in an appearance 
ulterior motives 
gel the upper hand 
a vicious circle 
bring the matter up 
a sneaking suspicion 
bring him down a notch 
the finger of scorn 
let the matter drop 


all work and no play 

with malice aforethought 

make things hum 

dead as a doornail 

speak in terms of 

gathered unto his fathers 

under the weather 

as good as my word 

think the thing through 

a watery grave in the briny deep 

have it on high authority 

buckle down 


Perhaps the following excerpt, from one of a series of booklets 
issued by a large concern for the purpose of improving its letters, 
may be used as appropriate conclusion of this section: ^ 

To evolve you must eliminate; to develop you must discard. This 
is an unfailing law. Nature is constantly eradicating remnants in 
order that she may weave new fabrics unhindered. She purges to 
progress. And man is ever abandoning the useless old and adopting 
the useful new. 1 le rejects in order to revise and reform. 

This inevitable law has revolutionized letter thought, letter construc- 
tion, and letter achievement. When letters were written with a goose 
quill, it was perhaps in keeping to begin them with 1-mnv-take-my~ 
Pfii-tn-hand. And it was to be expected that there should be ^ch 
lineal descendants from the goose-quill period as beg to advice, in 
reply would say, enclosed herewith, attached hereto, as per, hoping 
to receive, as the case may be. 

Rut the unchangeable law works. Inventive genius has provided 
olTicp machinery that produces letters as if b\’ magic, and letter 
phraseology has been obliged to move apace. The goose quill is a 
relic, l-now-take-my-pcn-m-hand, rcplying-to-your-inquiry-of , ^ and 
their brother bromides, are proved to be w'orthless, wasteful, business- 
destroying debris. They have been legislated out. d'hey no longer 
move in the best letter circles. 

It is an impertinence to blur and bungle so precious a thing as human 
thought w'ith, “In reply to your communication of January 25, re- 
garding our cretonnes, I beg to be permitted to sa>' that." Here are 
twenty u.seless w’ords that must be read before tlie meat of the matter 
if anv, is reached. 1'hey defy the law of elimination. They disgust 
the alert business man who must read them. Thev have more than 
once been the cause of his discontinuing business with the house that 
goose-quilled them. They are ve.stiges of the papyrus that murder 
his lime and dissipate his thinking. 

The present-day busine.ss letter .should absorb and reflect the con- 
structive spirit of the time. It should not be a mere bill or receipt, 
query or answer, complaint or adjustment. It shouKl not merely 
present facts. It^ siiould build, and to do this efficiently it must 
eliminate every single word and syllable and punctuation mark that 
Used by permission of The B. F. Goodrich Rubber Company, Akron, Ohio. 
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fall short of the point. More, it must radiate very definitely these 
five requisites on the pari of the writer — knowledge of his subject, 
belief in its purpose, ambition for its success, enthusiasm for the 
men behind it, consideration for the men before it — the men to whom 
he is writing. 

Courtesy 

It is always well to remember that the word courtesy is derived 
from a French word meaning courtliness, and that it is in no way 
related to curt, from Latin curtus, meaning short or blunt or 
brusque in the sense of rudeness. The pronunciation — kur'-te-si 
— is perhaps unfortunate. At any rate there are even yet letter 
writers who seem to mistake its derivation. 

Courtesy in business letter WTiting means, for one thing, the 
ability and the inclination to say no agreeably. No more fre- 
quent, no more difficult test has to be met by the average business 
man, on his average day, than this one of saying no without 
offending or hurting, lie should never say it in a letter without 
explaining why he has to do so. lie must never say it without 
putting himself in the place of the person to whom he says it, 
thus trying to do unto others as he would have others dg unto 
him. He must never say it without realizing that his no of today 
may have to be his yes of tomorrow, that "1 don't want anything 
today" may tomorrow have to be ‘Tve simply got to have it!" 

But courtesy in business letter writing means more than anything 
else the service attitude, the nothing-is-too-much-trouble spirit, 
the soft answer that turneth away wrath. It builds pleasant, 
w^holesome, progressive business relationships. There are many 
temptations in business correspondence for a letter writer to 
dictate a curt or cutting message, but for purely selfish reasons, 
if for no better ones, he will do well to walk the proverbial ten 
miles before yielding to these temptations. A single discourteous 
word in a business letter may cost a company or an individual 
hundreds of dollars, 'fhe challenge of courtesy may be difficult 
to meet, especially on those occasions when unreasonableness and 
temperament have to be countered. But it must be met and 
mastered by any one who would be a successful business letter 
writer. 

The bad habit of referring to a letter as a favor derived legiti- 
mately enough from the fact that a letter is or should be a service 
courtesy, a graceful expression of good will, a genuine favor. 
But the word favor is hackneyed now, used in reference to a 
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letter, and in all too many cases it would be a misnomer even if 
it were in good epistolary repute. 

Courtesy in the true sense must reveal sincere friendliness and 
real desire to be cooperative. It is helped always, of course, by 
manifestations of politeness. Such symbols of politeness as 
please, pardon me, Vm sorry, forgive me cannot well be used too 
often in business letters. Politeness is an outer manifestation of 
courtesy; it is not courtesy itself but it always accompanies 
courtesy. Genuine courtesy is able to tell an ugly truth without 
giving offense, and politeness lubricates the process. 7'act, by 
comparison, is studied and designing; it is concerned with ulterior 
motives: it will evade or sidetrack an issue, if need be. for the 
sake of smooth sailing. It is courtesy minus. But is an 
essential in business as it is in politics and in social life generally. 

Discourtesy most frequently results from an attitude of superi- 
ority. Bui it results from many other causes. Its manifestations 
vary according to individual moods. A few U'pes of discourtesy 
in business letters, that is, of epistolary impertinence, may here 
be set down for, it is hoped, profitable discussion: 

— -Di'^play of bad temper — “groiichiness'’ 

— Sarcasm— the ‘'cc)n\ ersational carving-knife" 

—Disciplinary allitiide— calling ihc other fellow to order 

— \ggressive posit ivent^s — the we-are-always-right attiUide 

— Placement of blame for dissati.sfaction upon a third party 
— Pvasion of (iirv.1 and adequate replies to comment and inquiry 
— IiulilTerenl or negative attitude toward iust and honest appeal 
— Smartness or flippanc}' — anv attempt to be witt>, clever, or "dif- 
ferent" 

— D\crcmphasis of the > ou-atlitude, and. thus, transparent insincerii>’ 
— f Careless and fieakish composition and letter form 
—Slipshod and "lazy" linglish — grammar, spelling, punctuation, cliche, 
etc. 

— incorrect spelling of proper names, especially personal names 


Any such classification must have its dangers. This one has been 
deduced from the examination of many letters, and its items 
represent general findings over a bioad field of business subject- 
matter. It serves as guidance in at least three fairly large 
business concerns today from the correspondence of which some 
of the following illustrative material is taken. 

This is blunt and tactless' 

You did not keep your promise about having your truck pick 
up the goods which have been reaJv and waiting for several days. 
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This is tactful but nothing more: 

We may have misunderstood but we thought you were going to 
have your truck pick up the goods. They were ready on the 
date you desired them. 

This is courteous: 

Our truck left this morning with the goods and you should have 
them early tomorrow. We held them here because we under- 
stood that your truck was to stop on its way back to pick them 
up. Please pardon the delay, and trust us to do better next 
time. 

Lincoln once advised a man. who was in his presence speaking 
disparagingly of another person, to put all his abuse in a letter. 
The man did so, and Lincoln approved both the letter and its 
writer. “How would you advise me to send it?“ asked the man, 
pleased with himself for winning distinguished approval. “Send 
it?” replied Lincoln. “Oh, I wouldn't send it. I sometimes write 
a letter like that, and it does me good, but 1 never send it.” 

Literature abounds with excellent letters that were written for 
personal outlet and satisfaction but never mailed. Mrs. Brown- 
ing's letter to Napoleon is a famous example. The poet ^helley 
wrote many a letter for “psychological relief,” as did Howell 
(see page 10), Cowper, Walpole, Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, 
Lord Chesterfield, Johnson, and numerous other litterateurs. And 
the fictitious letters to be found in plays and novels — from 
Shakespeare to Dickens — are models of epistolary art. 

If you are confronted with letter situations that seem to invite 
you to be blunt and brusque, write, if you must, but do not send 
the retorts discourteous. It is always better to let them wait 
while you turn to those that are less likely to “tickle the temper.” 
Then, when you return to the peppery epistles, you will be more 
likely to say tactfully, politely, courteously 

THIS NOT THIS 

We failed to make our instructions You have not understood our in- 
clear. structions. 

Pardon us for misleading you. You're on the wrong track. 

Your point of view is well taken You've got the wrong point of 
but there is this to be said, we view about this case, 

think, for the other side of the 
case. 

We probably omitted our premium You have overlooked our premium 
offers in our former letter to you. offers. 
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Sorry you have had trouble with 
that mousetrap. We should have 
been more detailed about its use. 

We are very much disturbed by 
your claim that we have over- 
charged. 

Forgive us for not making our 
terms clear to you. 

We had hoped that we deserved 
better treatment. 

We are not quite clear as to just 
what you mean. 

Your letter with remittance was 
received today. 

The remittance you mentioned in 
your letter was not enclosed, we 
are sorry to say. 

Your right foot is smaller than 
your left. 

Perhaps we failed to enclose the 
explanatory folder, or it may have 
rattled down thru the machine 
somehow. We enclose another one. 
On page four you will tind explicit 
directions about the lever. 


You should have followed our ad- 
vice. 


Your complaint about our over- 
charging is a hot one. 


You are in error about our terms. 


You have failed us again. 


Do you deliberately imply that we 
have misrepresented? 

Your undated letter with remit 
tance was received today. 

You neglected to enclose the remit, 
tance you mentioned. 


Your left foot is larger than your 
right. 

Please take the time and trouble 
to read the explanatory folder we 
sent you with the machine. You 
will then have no difficulty about 
operating the lever. 


Does the morning mail bring this pathological pertness to your 
desk? 

Can’t you people get anything right in any way for anybody at 
any time? 

It is annoying. You are strongly inclined to answer it in kind. 
But you restrain your emotions, and dictate 

THIS NOT THIS 

We are sorry. Please forgive us Whm. We get everything right in 

for the stupid mistake we have every way for everybody all the 
made. time— with a justifiable exception 

now and then — meaning YOU. 


Do you find this trenchant treat awaiting you as you arrive at 
the office one morning? 
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Your delivery service intrigues me strangely. You promise goods 
positively for 1'hursday ami they arrive the following Monday. Hon- 
estly, I should think many of your customers might pass out between 
orders and deliveries. Perhaps that's the idea! 


Yon could answer as your riifUed temper prompts. Bui waiting 
a little while you find )'our better nature dictating 


THIS 

We are very much disturbed about 
our taihire to deliver the goods as 
promised, last I'hiirsdav. Our de- 
livery department reports that calls 
were made at your residence twice 
a day since the goods were pur- 
chased, but that the house was 
locked and no one coukl be found 
to receive them. We shall of 
course cancel the order now. if vou 
wish, and reimburse \our account 
for the amount involved. 


NOT THIS 

If v'ou’d y,tay at home, kind lad>. 
long enough to permit our men to 
deliver, or if you'd just be con- 
siderate enough to leave a door un- 
locked or havT a neighbor lr)ok 
after your purchases, you'd get 
your goods as and when. What is 
it — perennial bridge or cockrail 
parties^ 


Perhaps this dictatorial delirium greets >’()U on yet anothet 
morning: 

We cspiaiiied to \ ou e\]>licitl\' just when and where aiul how that 
piano v\as to be shipped. Please consult your file.s. We're loo busy 
to play repeats for anvbody, especially for those w'ho cannot follow 
directions the lirsi lime. 


You are. of course, "pawing to let go” in answering this one. 
But you rein in and say 


THIS 

We are very sorrv indeed that you 
are displeased w'iih our handling of 
your oialer. \’our letter of — - 
said that you v\ere attaching to it 
both a diagram and an explanation 
in regard to shipping But, pardon 
us, no .such attachment was found, 
riiis was oil! rea.stJii for troubling 

you again with our letter of . 

Won’t >'ou please send us a copy 
of it, if The original is not to be 
found? We shall yet be able to 
get the piano off in time. IMease 
use the enclosed stamped addressed 
envelope or wire us collect. 


NOT THIS 

I he vvlicnncss and the w'hereness 
and the hovvness (not to mention 
the why ness) of your highl\' es- 
teemed courtesy touches us deeply! 
But just consult your files, such as 
they must be, and you’ll see what 
you shall see, namely, that you 
never sent the instructions prom- 
ised. We’ve been wailing, sweet- 
heart I 


Again, the following note reaches out to you “early of a business 
dawn” : 
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Your letter surprises us. 7*hese braces have always given satisfaction 
before. In fact, yours is the first and only complaint we've had. Are 
you quite sure you have given them a fair trial? 

In reply you deservedly lake credit unto yourself for saving 


THIS 

Sorry, but we have investigated 
the claims and find them in everv 
case bona fide. It just happened, 
probably, that there were a tew 
bad items that crept in to that 
last shipment. But this is nothing 
.Tl all compared to the flawless 
record you have with us. 

Sales are moving just as rapidly as 
ever nevertheless. Will \ou please 
send replacements as soon as you 
can? 


NOT THIS 

7'here must always be a first some- 
time somewhere. We're IT now 
and here. None of which matters. 
Gel the order filled. Our customers 
arc wailing. 


A certain customer’s epistolary “Good morning” to you is this: 

Whv in the world don't you fill orders correctly just once in a while! 
'I hen a spark of faith might remain in me C'ome get the mules you 


sent me — they arc the vviong si/e 
And you send a messenger with : 
THIS 

IMease forgive us— again! Ihey 
shall be right this lime. Please 
give the mules to the special mes- 
senger and make him write lire 
correct si/e at \oiir iliciatinn. \nd 
he shall come straight back to \ou 
with the correct merchandise. 


yet and again! 

. note sa\ ing 

NOT THIS 

Xnswering N'oiir courtesy in reverse 
order seriatim (1) The muleteer 
must drive the mules in personailv 
if she wants them changed (2) We 
somehow or other never get things 
right for people who bray at us 


It is al\va\'s discourteous to some v.aie — ii is not even \ery tactful 


--to place blame for a mistake 
department.” Instead of trying 

'I HIS 

\Vc regret the inconvenience you 
have been caused bv' our mexcus- 
able erior. Please forgive us. Wc 
are sending tlie correct hranil hv 
special messenger who w'ill bring 
back to us the one wrongly deliv- 
ered to you. 


upon a I bird person or a “third 
‘To get out from under,” say 

NOT riiis 

Owing to a mistake by our shipping 
v!“parlment (or order clerk or chief 
of deliveries) the wrong brand war 
delivtued to 3 0 ur residence. 


If is likewise discourteous deliberately to evade a specific sales 
inquiry in the dubious hope that a general reply will bring the 
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inquirer dashing into your shop. A prospect wrote to inquire 
the price of a certain piece of pottery that she had seen in a shop 
window. The reply should have been 


THIS 

The jar you mention is |30. In- 
asmuch as this is only one of many 
of the same kind displayed on our 
second floor, you will be interested, 
we think, in seeing them all before 
making a purchase. We are en- 
closing a ticket for our special pre- 
view on Friday and Saturday even- 
ing. Won’t you come, please, and 
bring a friend? 


NOT THIS 

We have a very fine stock cf 
Sicilian pottery, and shall be 
pleased to have you come in to 
look it over. 


But sometimes the shop is right as well as the customer. At any 
rate this note braces you for the day and makes your dictation 
easy and pleasant, no matter what bitterness you may find in 
your correspondence cup : 

Thank you for your fair and square attitude in regard to that set 
of dishes, I have inve^ligated thoroly, and found that tlie (j^eakage 
was due entirely to carelessness in my own household. 


Note in the following mixed examples the courteous, constructive, 
YEA attitude in comparison with the discourteous, business- 


destroying NAY attitude: 

THIS 

Thank you for your inquiry of 
May tenth. Wc cannot supply the 
book you mention, we are sorry to 
say, because we do not publish it, 
and we handle only our own pub- 
lications. It is published by Brad- 
ford and Worthington, 221 Arverne 
Boulevard, and if you address them 
you will be able to get it at once. 
The price, by the way, is f3.75, not 
|2.75 as you indicated in your 
letter. 

Thank you for the reminder. We 
have the date — March tenth— -on 
our tickler, and we shall try our 
best to get the goods to you even 
earlier than this. You may feel 
quite safe in telling your customers 
that you will not disappoint them. 


NOT THIS 

Replying to your inquiry of 10th 
inst. beg to say that wc do not 
publish the book you mention. 


Your second inquiry at hand. Your 
request for delivery of goods by 
March tenth is noted. We shall 
certainly not be able to deliver 
them a minute sooner. 
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THIS 

We are extremely sorry that our 
letter of May sixth did not reach 
you. We enclose a cop)/ of it, and 
send this letter by special delivery 
in the hope that the lists will still 
get to you in time for your pur- 
poses. 

Thank you for your letter explain- 
ing so attractively your new heat- 
ing system. Inasmuch as wc have 
just installed a new system in our 
offices we cannot now avail our- 
selves of the many excellent fea- 
tures that you offer. But we shall 
keep your letter and your catalog 
with view to future business. 

While we recognize at once the 
great value of the new telephone 
device that you so kindly explain 
in >'our letter, wc are not at present 
prepared to accept your offer to 
come in to demonstrate its use. But 
if you will put us down for follow- 
up. perhaps we shall be more in- 
terested in six months or a year. 


NOr THIS 

It seems very strange to us that 
you did not receive our letter of 
May sixth. Other letters sent from 
this office on that date appear to 
have been regularly delivered. 

We have just installed a brand-new 
heating plant and are, therefore, 
not interested in your recent letter. 


We are not interested in the tele- 
phone device you offer, and it 
would be a waste of your time and 
ours for you to come in to make 
the demonstration you mention. 


The smart-alec altitude is always deplorable in and of itself. It 
is especially so in business composition because it is invariably 
subjective, and business composition should be objective. The 
bootlegger who, during the benighted days of prohibition, circu- 
larized prospects with .such letters as the following, called atten- 
tion to his publicity rather than to his stock: 

Telephone: 1»4 WrTmorc Cable .\ddress: Bacchus, N. Y. 

THH BOOTH MB SUPPLY CO.MPANY, 

711 WEST L'lFTlHTH STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 


From 
Subject 
Enclosures 
Time mailed 
Dictated bv 
Typed by 
Pages 


Will U Dniikwatcr 
Nt’u Stocks 
1 price list 
5 p m 0/0/00 
W U D 
A M P 
I 


To Dr I B Dreiman 

Address Brewsboro 

New Jersey 
Time received Sam 0/0/00 
An.swer to inquiry 0/0/00 

Answered 

File number CAV 2436^ 


Sizzling with wim. wigor. and witality! Sparkling with Ponce de Leon 
kick and cut-up! Bubbling with buoyant, booming, brisky, baccha- 
nalian brew! Brimming with the ambrosial flavors of high Olympian 
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freedom! Tingling with the tasty tincture of the grand old luscious 
grape! Effervescing, with the essence of eternal ecstasy! 

But what's the use. It's all archaic — or thought to be. Nevertheless 
they do say that, just as all is not gold that glitters, so all is not 
impossible that is piohibited. Hence, here's how ! A toast to those 
who would put the probe in probeition! Check the list, use the enclosed 
stamped envelope, and expect prompt deliveries. 


Telephone: 0^>4 WETmore Cable Atklress: Bacchus, N. Y. 

THE BOOTLIMB SUPPLY COMPANY 
711 WEST FIFTIETH STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 

A keg without a bung A jug without a drink 

Is a ladder without a rung. Is a chain without a link. 

We may have leaves and boughs — 

We may have groves and tbous — 

BUT 

Bacchus is dead and done with — that is, ostensibly. You still live, 
however, after a manner of speaking. At least you eat, if you no 
longer exactly drink and are no longer merry. Still, even the best of 
prohibitionists cannot sometimes alw^ays tell! You bet youP boots I 
wish you a full measure of joyful Christmas spirit. ('They do say, you 
know, that drinking near-beer is like looking thru a keyhole with a 
glass eye!) However that may be, please examine the enclosed, and 
give us a ring — yes? 


To 

Dr I B Drehnan 

From Philip 1 burst on 

\ddress 

Brewsboro 

I)ate December 0, 0000 


New lersey 

A bou t New S locks 


Dictated by 

F T 


Typed by 

A M P 


Enclosures 

1 Price List 


File Number 

GW 24365 


Blarney, flattery, wheedling, on the one hand, and fawning, truck- 
ling, servility, on the other, are forms of discourtesy. No sane 
person cares to be approached thru such transparent methods. 
'They are belittling and embarrassing, and always place their 
object at a disadvantage. The objectivity of sales composition 
is sometimes carried too far in all of these directions. The play- 
ing up of you can be made most distasteful to a prospect, and 
thus defeat the very end for which it is adopted. Such expres- 
sions as these, for instance, clipped from sales letters, are trans- 
parently insincere: 

Your welfare is our first and foremost consideration. 

Your interests are our most constant and vigilant concern. 
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Your expansion and advancement arc our suprcmest endeavor. 

Your satisfaction and contentment are the continuous objects of our 
service bureaus. 

Your taste and requirements are kept superlatively to the fore in 
every detail of the manufacturing manipulations of our vast plants. 

Again, any statement in sales-letter copy that is patently exag- 
gerated may he interj^reted by a prospect as an insult of sorts, 
lie is very likely to feel that his gullibility has become too well 
known! If a letter is to be “conversation writ down/' then such 
extravagant statements as the following are altogether out of 
place in sales letters. Xo one would think of using them in 
lace-to-face conversation — without, perhaps, serious consequences. 

A super-stalwart, ultra-pr)\verful. supremely adjusted, and c. statically 
luxurious motor convew'uue. 

One of the most impressively successful fictional incarnations of a 
great man, in dramatic literature. 

>'ou vyill be a better American for having partaken of this luscious 
breakfast nouri.shmcnt, in the midst of \oui beaming family 

Intriguing, challenging, appalling is the motif of this phenomena! con- 
test between St. Michael and the cavennn in their tierce determination 
to ^^in Anne’s love. 


Ihe temptation of young writers to with" alliterative 

phrases is natural and commendable. Bui restraint here as else- 
where in the use of definitely stylistic devices is imperative. Used 
too mtich and too ostensibly, alliteration begets in a reader’s mind 
the idea that he is himsell being pKiveti with, that the writer is 
more concerned in enjoving himself than in presenting a saleN or 
other exposition for the benefit of the prospect. Even a little 
alliteration may be a very' dangerous thing. The same is true 
of word inventions. Many^ conservative persons are shocked and 
estranged by- the barbarisms and improprieties that result from 
the strained dictional ccuiibinations to be found all too frequently' 
in sales copy. The aim in business expression sltould be at the 
average anti normal and majority prospect. W'ord whimsies are 
pleasing and entertaining as a rule only to the select few, and 
they should, therefore, be indulged vvitli caution. Here are a 
few examples that have brought adverse comment fiom sources 
worthy of heeding: 


intenJability 
thrift metic 
deliciositv 
comfortization 
radiotorial 


sophomoronic slanguage 
blatant hillingsgate 
decadent debut aiPe 
callow collegiate crooners 
h<n polloi harangue 
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Conciseness 

Conciseness means brevity, succinctness, pointedness. But it 
means none of these at the expense of clearness or courtesy or 
completeness. Very few business letters indeed have to be longer 
than one page, and most of them require less than a page. 
Repetitions, superfluous words, roundvabout phraseology, mere 
talkativeness, excessive cliche expression, and the like, mean extra 
time and effort on the part of the dictator, the stenographer, the 
typist, and, most serious of all. of the one who has to read and 
digest the wordy message. They mean also extra wear and tear 
on the human nerve forces and on office equipment and supplies, 
and other items of overhead. To ask anybody — business person 
or other — to read more than is actually necessary for the correct, 
complete, courteous conveyance of your message is to impose 
upon his good nature. On the other hand, to be so brief and 
economical as to require him to supply missing words and phrases 
or lo gue.ss at intended meaning, is to be inconsiderate, if not, 
indeed, insulting. 

The commonest mistake made by those who would coriHense or 
economize at the sacrifice of understanding, is probably that of 
deliberately omitting important words — subjects, especially pro- 
nominal subjects, articles that definitely point out, adjectives 
that definitely qualify, and prepositions that definitely relate. 
This letter 

Thank you for the account. I shall send you my check tomorrow. 

I am very glad indeed that the stock record has been settled. 1 shall 
"^telephone Mr. Breen of your compliance with his request. 

may be written thus: 

Received account. Send check tomorrow. Glad stock record settled. 
Will phone Breen compliance with request. 

But such stenographic or telegraphic style really saves nobody's 
time, and its apparent haste and “stinginess” make a very bad 
impression. 

All forms of abbreviated copy are to be avoided in courteous and 
complete letter writing. The principle of conciseness is carried 
too far when yours is made to stand for your letter, when res'y is 
made to serve for respectfully, when a single initial is made to 
represent a given name. Such colloquial short-cutting as the 
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following may or may not lead to serious results, but it certainly 
inaicatcs inability to use the English language accurately, or 
indifference about doing so: 

S’rs — 

In re yrs. 3rd insl would say acet. 
closed as per. Mailed reg. inve. 

Tues. Have ans. to yis. of 6th 
by Fri. 

Vrs. t’lv. 

Abbreviated expressions such as these are by no means advisable 
in formal business correspondence: 

Address care Brownson and Company 
for 

Address in care of Brownson and Company 


We enclose check in payment of bill 
for 

We enclose a check in payment of your bill 


Send manuscript to R. Janes, editor Maysville Record 
for 

Send the manuscript to Mr. Roy Janes, editor of the Maysville Record 


Oflice staff is moving cither to Cleveland or Brie 
for 

The office staff is moving either to Cleveland or to Erie 


It is three feet diameter measured this way 
for 

It is three feel in diameter measured in this way 

The terms redundancy, tautology, pleonasm, verbosity, verbiage, 
prolixity, diffuseness, circumlocution, and periphrasis all mean 
lack of conciseness, or wordiness of one kind or another. There 
is nothing to be gained here by a labored differentiation among 
these terms. (I'hc dictionary should be conMilted.) It suffices to 
point out that redundancy may safely be regarded as a covering 
word for all the others, and that the simpler wordiness is a 
synonym for redundancy. It may be helpful briefly to define and 
illustrate two others: 

Circumlocution means expression of thought in a roundabout 
manner, as He studied engineering along the lines of dam build- 
ing for He studied dam building. 
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Tautology means the useless repetition of an idea. It is some- 
times justifiable for the sake of emphasis but is used with danger 
even for this purpose. Note the following: 

They started in on the long report 
for 

They started the long report 


They opened up the new oflice 
for 

They opened the new office 


He repeated his ad\ice to the employees again 
for 

He repeated his advice to the emplovvcs 


'fhe casiiicr he opened the window late every morning 
^or 

'fhe cashier opened the window late every morning 


He has great liking aiul skill in accounting 
for 

He has great liking loi and skill in accounting 


What Use is the gage this side the boilei 
foi 

Of what use is the gage on this siile of the boiler 


He likes the Remington better than l-ndervvood 
for 

He likes the Remington belter than he likes the Underwood 


The work of a salesman is frequently more interesting than an ex- 
ecutive 

for 

'fhe work ol a salesman is freciuenll> more interesting than that of an 
executive 


But the tautological / have given the instructions over and over 
again may be used for emphasis. 

Short sentences and short paragraphs are invariably indicated 
for business expression. They are more likely to be direct, to 
deliver a message with speed, to contain fewer ideas and conse- 
quently less wordiness, 'fhe reader is apt to get lost and 
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bewildered if he is required to read long and involved sentences, 
and he will have to '‘go back/’ more than once perhaps, to gather 
the meaning. Long sentences have a place in literature and in 
philosophy where abstract thought itself may be heavy and 
speculative and complex. But business letters require crispness, 
sparkle, staccato movement — all short of curtness, of course — and 
these qualities do not characterize the long sentence. It may be 
that in letters calculated to pacify and conciliate, short sentences 
are less suitable than long. But in most business expression the 
short sentence and the short paragraph arc preferable, primarily 
because they automatically make for essential diction only and 
I'jrcc the writer to discard useless words and phrases. T he long 
sentence docs just the opposite — it makes for grammatical loose- 
ness, for verbosity, for vagueness, and for cliche exj>ression. 
Observe these two Utters: 

One lon^ sentence and paragraph' 

In ref^anl to the two chairs—one 
rush-bottom and one upholstered 
—would say that we finished both 
of them last w'eek but the corn- 
pan v that supplies us with the 
stains for all our wooden-frame 
chairs failed to deliver the colors 
wv wanted and w'o ha\e been 
obliffcd to wait for them e\en iho 
we called the company up several 
times and also ^eni a special de- 
livery letter, knowing that you 
w’anted the chairs by the fdteenth 
of the month, but wc beg to be 
permit tetl to say that the correct 
colors have at last arrived and 
that, no further untoward cir- 
cumstances arising, w-e shall finish 
the job at once, making tleli\ery 
just as soon as it has had lime 
to dry, probably tomorrow and 
certainly not later than I'ridav. 


The same message in short sen- 
t ernes and paragraphs’ 

We are sorry there has been delay 
m finishing the two chairs \ou 
left with Us— one rush-bottom 
and one upholstered. 

In spile of our many eHorts t(> he 
strictly on time with this w'ork, 
we have liad great difficultv in 
getting the correct colors for the 
wooden frames, 'fhev came only 
yesterday hut we should have had 
them two weeks ago. 

The painting and polishing are 
now' being done, and wc shall de- 
liver the chair' on l-riviav of this 
vvee k — i w cj d a > s later than w'e 
promised them to you. 

Naiurtdl>'. we should have pre- 
feired u’> deliver them two days 
earlier than the dale \ou speci- 
fied. W'e arc very much disap- 
pointed in ourselves that we 
cuuld not delncr them on time — 
c’‘ ahead of time. 


'fhe following note is too concise, too brief, too economical of 
words and sentences to be of any value at all as a business com- 
munication. It is really discourteous in its brevity. Stamps and 
stationery are thrown away on such a message. 
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Your inquiry has been received and is being referred 
to our Cleveland office. 

Note, now, the following reply, which is concise and at the same 
time courteous and constructive. It builds business. It wins, 
perhaps, a new customer or more than one, by means of the 
complete yet economized expression. 

We are glad to have your inquiry of May third. 

It has been referred to our Cleveland office for attention inasmuch 
as that is the headquarters for the XT models that you are in- 
terested in. 

You will hear from Mr. Howard Turner, the manager, in a day or 
two, and he will send us a copy of his letter to you, so that we may 
be able to serve you in whatever negotiations follow. 

The enclosed circular may help you a little in the meantime. 

There are instances in which a longer expression yields emphasis 
and rhythm and balance to a sentence or a paragraph. A con- 
struction sometimes needs rounding out, if it is to have a proper 
sound or swing. This may require a degree of repetition or 
wordiness, as numerous examples in literature prove. But sucli 
instances are infrequent in business composition. “In the year 
of our Lord seventeen hundred and seventy-five"' has a resound- 
ing forward march to it, but it is an extravagant way of saying 
“in 1775."' “Sink or swim, live or die, survive or perish” is 
likewise a formidable and impressive procession of phraseology, 
but it is sheer profligacy of diction for saying “quick or dead.” 
Of course, these expressions have a flow and a rhythm and a 
command that make them little masterpieces considered in rela- 
tion to the events that evoked them and the purposes for which 
they were used. They do not, however, represent the language of 
the business letter. There you had better say 


THIS 

NOT THIS 

Now 

At this time 

At the present time 

At present 

Like 

Similar to 

Soon 

In the near future 

When 

On that occasion 

Stop 

Put an end to 

After 

Subsequently to 

As to 

In reference to 

In May 

In the month of May 

We hope 

We are in hope 

Please? 

Will you be good enough? 



THE YEA AND THE NAY 


131 


THIS 

In 1940 

We think 
We desire 
We suggest 
We conclude 
Please send 
I understand 
We apologize 
The fact is 


Because of the 

Your letter of 

As you requested 
They were married 

I like this office 

lie studied finance 

We are enclosing 

The record was complete 

We shall do our best 


Having typed the report carefully 
We have read your letter 
I'his bank has vast assets 


I asked him to repeat 

This typewriter is six years old 

I work at the National Savings 
Rank 

Her position was not enviable 


His statement differed greatly 
His estimate is undoubtedly true 
We have more employees than they 
Having typed the report carefully 


NOT THIS 
In the year of 1940 
In the year nineteen hundred forty 
We are of the opinion 
We are desirous of getting 
We would suggest 
We have arrived at the conclusion 
Will you please arrange to send 
It is my understanding 
We extend to you our apologies 
In connection with this matter we 
wish to call your attention to the 
fact that 

In view of the fact that 
Your letter of recent date 
In accordance with your request 
They were united in bonds of holy 
wedlock 

This is the kind of office I like to 
work in 

In his studies he proceeded along 
the lines of finance 
We arc pleased to be able to hand 
you herewith 

The account of his long service was 
a complete one 

In connection with the matter rest 
assured that we shall do everything 
in our power to help in the situation 
Having laboriously typed the report 
in a careful manner 
The contents of your letter have 
been carefully examined 
This financial institution of bank- 
ing possesses great wealth and nu- 
merous resources 

I had to ask him to repeat his dic- 
tation back again 

t his old typewriter is of about six 
years of age 

The business institution at which 
I am employed is the National 
Sa\ings Bank 

Her position with the firm was in 
no sense to be considered an envi- 
able one 

issued quite a different sort of 
statement 

His estimate is undoubtedly a true 
record of the case 
We nov' have a greater number of 
employees than they have 
Having typed the report in a care- 
ful manner 
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THIS NOT THIS 

The secretary was permitted to The secretary was granted permis- 
quit sion to discontinue his services 

Please follow instructions Will you be good enough, please, 

to discharge your duties according 
to the instructions explicitly enun- 
ciated bv the foreman and elabo- 
rated in the circular 

During July and August we close During the summer months of July 
at five and August we close down at five 

o’clock in the afternoon 

Thank you for your check for ^'our check has just come to us, 

$751.20 which settles >our account 'fhe amount covered by it is $751 20. 

'1 his covers your entire indebted- 
ness to us 

After an examination of these ac- The credit department has examined 

counts by the credit department, these acermnts and firuls that lhe\ 

the auditor thinks that tliey should have been most irregular, and tlie 

be dropt, and that attention should chief auilittir reports th.it he cannot 

be concentrated upon the mote ac- understand how any firm can ]k>s- 

tive accounts siblv be willing to go on with the 

expense of keeping such acunflits on 
its hooks when there arc so many 
live and profitable accounts to lo(»k 
after and keep more and more 
active by personal attention 

The following tragic case of condensation is now a classic.- .. 
present of Lancoln'?: Geityshur^ Address was sent to a magazine 
by a person whri thought it would be a good Ihiiig for the editor 
to have it framed and hung above his editorial desk. Thru office 
routine the gift was mistaken for an original contribution. The 
donor received this note from the publication: 

Wc shall be glad tu accept your little skit for publi- 
cation. While there is nothing very new in it, we 
believe our readers will enjn\' its optimistic tone. 

Space limitaliijus oblige us to make a few^ iriHiiig cuts 
in it which, >ve think you w’ill agree, make it much 
more concise and to the point, and at the same time 
improve its coherence anti force. 

Fortunately, the corrected (?) copy — shown on the next page— 
was rescued in time to save the editor and his magazine from tfic 
disgrace of over-conciseness. 


* From the Coiumhia jc'^ter. I'sed hy permission of Miss Marijarer NJoonan, secretary to 
the diiector of King's Crown Activities 
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Lincoln's Gettysburg Addresst 


■ years ago our fathers brou^t forth sm i thT J- 


. a new nation, conceived in liberty and ilrdlrrTiri 
p^hat all men are created equal. 

How we are tt nivil war, testing whether that 

nation - ftr r rmcaj n ed- ei so 1 .1 11 .1 i 1 : 1 1 ud , can long endure. 
We are met on a . ^rrrat battlefield of thatwar. We -feuv®- come to dedi- 


cate a of that fiel^, as a ££ 3 nc?* resting place.,of thopT^wTro 

■ l^. T es *» i fiirt==aactaat±osiaa jBl i ,t,ai"m i.i I'yr-y- 1 


consecrate. 
1 iIBBCt. who 



wc 


But larg e r a e n e e «»-»annot dedicate, 

anntt hallow this ground. The -bxsEwe men, 


struggled here ft pvB dedicated it fsw above our 
detract. The \ 7 orld will -iildiXe note, m»i' iTTU g 
here, but it can never forget 3 flaeteaBi^- 4 i 1 11 finn 
livings be d^icated hsv to the 


power to add or 
a uhyx what we say 


worh which 


they who^ fouj^ht l^er^e have tSmasSB 
I TP 11 14 \ 3 e hexe dedicated to the 


advanced. 


that from these 4 »^Blt 3 *^d,ead we 
cause for vdiich they ^gsosMasasaBSSSC 
here resolve that theqja dead^q 


task remaining b^ISZ^sn* 
«SlMAd^AiiAA 4 :ass£S 7 that' 


this nation, tirmuf ■l^mc 


ESTb new birth of freedom and 


-a» the government 
snail not perish^l 


CONCKFTENHSS 

In Ills Rcniiniu lines of I'yodor Mkhadovitch Dostoevsky D. G. 
GrigoroN itch \vrilc^ 

When I had read him (Dostoevsky) my slors’ he seemed pleased with 
it, but fjave me ii< \erv extravagant praise; with one passage he 
found fault. This was how it ran: “When the organ stopped, an 
official threw a copper coin out of his window, which fell at the 
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organ-grinder's feet." "No, that's not right," said Dostoevsky, "it is 
much too dull: ‘The copper coin fell at the organ-grinder's feet.' 
You should say. The copper coin fell clinking and hopping at the 
man's feet'" . . . That remark struck me as a revelation. 

Dostoevsky had, in other words, made the sentence specific and 
concrete and picturesque, and had objected to the generic and 
abstract quality of the original. A more important principle for 
guidance in writing of all kinds, especially business letter writing, 
could not be enunciated, than the one illustrated in this excerpt. 
Abstractions and generalities make for vagueness and misunder- 
standing. What IS more serious, they add to the burden of 
business letter writing by requiring more letters to be written 
than are necessary in a given case, in order to clarify issues. 
Perhaps the words matter and situatio^i are the most troublesome 
generic terms in the whole lield of business expression, lo write 
that you shall look into a matter or that you will handle a 
situation may mean everything or nothing to the recipient of 
your letter. Specific, concrete, definite-to-the-case writing requires 

THIS NOT THIS 

We shall discuss those damaged We shall discuss the case with the 
fruit jars with your secretary, Mr. person you send to us. 

Ferguson, when he comes here next 
week. 

We shall immediately make adjust- Rest assured that we shall give 
ment in the size of the slippers — every attention to the situation. 
!0}4 instead of 11. 

The disappearance and suspected The circumstances are such as to 

suicide of the thief B make it make us fear the money is irrevoca- 

pretty certain that the |10,000. will bly lost, 
never be recovered. 

Mr. Roberts will bring our expert, Whatyoumaycallem will bring our 
Mr. janes, in to see you next Fri- expert Whosis in to see you some 
day at eleven o'clock about operat- time soon about operating that 
ing that sweeper you bought last thingamajig you bought last week. 
Tuesday. 

The principle of concreteness is illustrated with special force and 
clearness in the Bible. Esau sold his birthright because he was 
hungry, and at the moment food seemed to him to be the most 
important and most valuable thing in the world. But the text 
specifically says “pottage of lentils.” The Lord's Prayer has it, 
not “supply us this day with our daily food and other necessities,” 
but “Give us this day our daily bread.” When Pharaoh said to 
Moses, yielding equivocally to the latter’s plea for deliverance 
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out of Egypt, "Go ye . . . only let your flocks and your herds 
be stayed," Moses replied definitely, specifically, picturesquely, 
"Not an hoof shall be left behind.” It is written that the disciples 
of Jesus Christ were astonished when they heard Him say, "How 
hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God.” 
\nd when Jesus saw their astonishment He said again, "Children, 
aow hard it is for them that trust in riches to enter into the king- 
dom of God!” His use of Children had significance. His first 
statement was general and more or less abstract; llis second was 
somewhat more specifically focused. The third time He made the 
idea still more concrete and picturesque, so that it would be quite 
clear even unto children — “It is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom 
of God.” 

It is a good rule, in order to make thought expression crystal 
clear, to keep it so simple and direct that a child may understand 
it. The substitution of specific for generic terms will do much 
toward this end. The “translation” of abstract expressions into 
concrete ones will also help materially. General ideas and gen- 
eral terms are practically valueless in all business expression. 

Concreteness makes for emphasis, as the foregoing exposition 
should have made clear, ‘fo say that Boulder Dam is the largest 
dam in the world is barely of passing notice, fo say that Boulder 
Dam covers an area of 227 square miles or 14^000 acres is a 
very emphatic way of indicating its size. To say that Mercer is 
an able business man is the merest generality. To say that 
Mercer is at once the ablest, shrewdest, cleverest, most conscien- 
tious, and most formidable business executive in the community 
is clear and specific and emphaiic. 

Simple words may be quite as suggestive and vigorous and picture- 
building as words that lun into many syllables. There is prob- 
ably no belter proof of this in either literatiiie oi bu.sinc>s than the 
following oft-quoted excerpt from Charles Dickens' The CInmes: 

A little shop, quite crammed and choked with the abundance of its 
stock: a perfectly voracious little sho)>. with a maw as accommodat- 
ing and full as any shark’s. Cheese, butter, firewood, soap, pickles, 
matches, bacon, table-beer, peg-tops, sweetmeats, boys’ kites, bird-seed, 
cold ham. birch brooms, hearth-stones, salt, vinegar, blacking, red- 
herrings. stationer^^ lard, mushroom-ketchup, staylaces, loaves of 
bread, shuttlecocks, eggs, and slate-pencils; everything was fish that 
came to the net of this greedy little shop, and all tnese articles were 
in its net. How many other kinds of petty merchandise were there. 
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it would be difficult to say; but balls of packthread, ropes of onions, 
pounds of candles, cabbage nets, and brushes, hung in bunches from 
the ceiling, like extraordinary fruit: while various old canisters 
emitting aromatic smells establisheil the veracity of the inscription 
over the outer door, which informed the public that the keeper of 
this little shop was a licensed dealer in tea, coffee, tobacco, pepper, 
and snuff. 

The selection of simple specific words is, then, most important 
for concreteness and emphasis. More important still, of course, 
here as in all other departments of expression, is the cultivation 
of specific thinking, of thinking things thru to their ultimate 
details. Only by such mental process will specific diction be 
evoked. If you are a general thinker you will be a general 
diction ist. 

Words may be placed in expression so that they will take unto 
themselves concrete significance as well as em}diasis. Up to the 
present no word from yon is more impressive than We hove had 
no letter from you up to the present time. Similarly say 

THIS \OI riiis 

Quite be>'()nd our understanding is W'e cnnnol coinpieliend vour Ia<.t 
that last fiscal stalemcMU o! 3'ours. fiscal stalenicMil 

Into the vault he tricked the hold- Ik* tricketl the hold-up gang into 

up gang. the vault. 

Into the chief’s office strode 'I homp- Thompson stroile into the chief’s 

son just as if he were to be pro- office just as if he were to be pro- 
moted. lie was fin;d! moted. whereas he was filed 

The last example above illustrates not only how a situation may 
be concreted and emphasized by changing the natural subject- 
predicate-object order of a sentence. It illustrates also the 
impressive quality of a short, snap, definite, 'Tinaffilialed" conclu- 
sion. The word ivhcreas weakens the statement, as clause and 
sentence connectives (see page 1^2) are likely to do. Such terms 
as however, moreover, also, there fote, I believe, it seems should 
not be permitted to usurp first or last position in a sentence or a 
clause. These are the most emphatic, most picturesque i)ositions. 
and they must not be thrown away on subordinate terms. In the 
arrangement of any sort ol displa}- -from picture galleiies to 
commercial exhibits — one striking feature will usually be found 
at the entrance and one also at the exit. The first will lead you 
in; the last will leave a forceful impression upon you. Say 
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THIS 

This merchandise is. I think, cer- 
tain to be popular. 

We may, however, pay you an extra 
dollar a week. 

Flirty dollars, it seems to me, is too 
much for this piece. 


NOT THIS 

I think this merchandise is certain 
to be popular. 

However, perhaps we may pay you 
an extra dollar a week. 

It seems to me that fifty dollars is 
too much for this piece. 


Climax means the arrangement of parts in an expression, long or 
short, so that the generic leads to the specific, the abstract to the 
concrete, the last unit being most emphatic of all. It is primarily 
a literary device or figure but it has its place in business expres- 
sion as well. To change a loose sentence into a periodic sentence 
is to build for climax. To place the independent clause last in a 
complex sentence is likewise to build for climax. But m the 
smaller units, to arrange a scries of words, phrases, and clauses in 
such sequence as to have the most impressive one last is to secure 
the emphasis of climax to your expression. Sa}' 


1 HIS 

> our salesman was impolite, rude, 
and vulgar. 

Inefficient is not the word for your 
delivery system, it is decrepit, som- 
nolent, stagnant, defunct. Never 
shall I deal with your shop again, 
by telephone, by writing, or in per- 
son. 

Suddenly, as she sat busily typing 
the interim report, the window flew 
c^pen and she was confronted by a 
gangster. 


NfVr THIS 

Your salesman was vulgai, rude, 
and impolite. 

Your delivery ser\ ice is not merely 
inefficient, it is defunct, stagnant, 
decrepit, and somnolent. I shall 
never deal with >'our shop again 
personally, by telephone, or by 
w'riting. 

The window suddenly flew open and 
a gang.ster confronted her as she sat 
busily typing the interim report. 


The principal thought of a sentence should not be placed in a 
dependent clause. If thought relationships are clearly understood 
in your mind, this rule will be easily observed, as will most other 


rules. Say 

THIS 

As she was quietly taking the morn- 
ing dictation, she was startled by 
a wild and terrifying shriek. 

As I was standing calmly behind 
the counter, a customer approached 
and accused me of taking her purse. 

Owing to her nervousness on her 
first day in the office, she acci- 
dentally upset the new dictating 
machine. 


NOT THIS 

She was quietly taking the morning 
dictation w'htn she w'as startled by 
a wild and terrifying shriek. 

I was standing calmly behind the 
counter as a customer approached 
and accused me of taking her purse. 

She was .so nervous on her first day 
in the office that she accidentally 
upset the new dictating machine. 
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The principle of variety is especially important in business com- 
position. If a letter bores with its repetition of diction and 
monotonous sentence structure, its message will be deserved!)- 
ignored. The study of synonyms will yield profitable returns b) 
way of preventing repetition of diction. Such study will make 
possible both word scope and word focus in expression as well as 
increased power in the use of specific, concrete, and picturesque 
words. Too few people on looking up words in the dictionary 
take the time and trouble to read the synonyms and antonyms 
that are listed after definitions. Tho this may seem like an 
unnecessary thing to do when one is obliged to get a meaning 
or a pronunciation in haste, it nevertheless has been known to 
pay high diclional dividends. Too many men and women, and 
too many business houses, it is feared, come to be known by their 
vocabularies. “Here’s a letter from So-and-so.” said an employer 
to his secretary one morning, “and Til read it to you before >'ou 
open it.” And he did! So-and-so’s style as to diction and struc- 
ture had remained the same for so many years that his corre- 
spondents knew it by heart. Say 

THIS NOT THIS 

As soon as Iraflic permits we shall 
send you those frames, but we can- 
not do so for at least a week. 


What you say is doubtless justi- 
fiable, but our contention is that, 
since the time limit for all claims 
cxpiied on May first, the particular 
adjustment you request cannot now 
be made. 

There are si 
which to bfc„ 

speak three or four successive sentences having exactly the same 
structure and beginning with exactly the same w'ords. Vet much 
business composition is made deadly dull by monotony of sen- 
tence structure and repetition of initial sentence diction, 'fhe 
excellent letters in this book illustrate the effectiveness of variety 
in both of these respects. Study them with the principle of 
variety particularly in mind, and you will be impressed with the 
grace and facility that may be brought to bear in a message in 
which the writer has been careful to avoid boring a reader in 
these respects. Say 


As soon as trallic enables us to do 
so W’e shall be able to send xou 
those trames, but w'e shall not be 
able lo do so for al least a W'eek. 

Your claim is doubtless justifiable, 
but our claim is that, since the 
time limit for all claims expired on 
May first, your particular claim 
cannot now he granted. 



THE YEA AND THE NAY 


139 


THIS 

If it comes tomorrow we shall 
notify you at once. We shall take 
no action in case it is delayed. But 
depend upon us to use our best 
judgment. 


Ten serious mistakes appeared in 
the statement, and, as a conse- 
quence, fury reigned in the office. 
On this semi-annual occasion there 
is always a disturbance. 


NOT THIS 

In the event of its receipt tomor- 
row, we shall notify you at once. 
In the event of its delay, we shall 
take no action. In any event de- 
pend upon us to use our best judg- 
ment. 

There were no fewer than ten seri- 
ous mistakes in the statement. 
'I here was fury in the office as a 
consequence. There is always a 
disturbance on this semi-annual 
occasion. 


Slang is specific and concrete and picturesque. These are its 
principal merits, if it can be said to have merits. Whether or no, 
certain it is that slang should be given no place in business 
letters. The writer of a letter can never tell what its recipient's 
reaction to slang may be. I'his is the objective reason for refrain- 
ing from its use in letter writing. The subjective reason is that 
the use of slang begets poverty of facility in the use of more 
dignified expression Like a drug, slang may have upon the user 
—perhaps upon the listener — an immediate effect of exaltation, 
but the after effect will be stultifying and habit-forming. An 
occasional slang term dropped into a letter may do something 
by way of emphasizing or concretizing a point, but before using 
it, be sure of its reception, and be sure that you can resist the 
temptation to use two slang terms in the next letter you write. 

These arc a few of the important methods by which expression 
may be made impiessive and emphatic and concrete. Any 
rhetoric per se will explain and illustrate others. The foregoing 
suffice for practically all purposes of hitler writing — business letter 
writing. The violations indicated are only such as . have been 
found in the examination of many hundreds of business letters. 
Close observation of letters reproduced in this book in relation 
to the contents of this section, and of the sections on clearness 
and correctness, is welcomed and recommended. These sections 
themselves may best be summarized, perhaps, by the four words: 

ELUClDATt, ECONOMIZE, ELIMINATE, ENr RGIZE. 


Clearness 

Your listener and your reader will always welcome your "coming 
to the point." They like you to use specific and concrete terms. 
They "gather" you with practically no effort at all when you say 
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dime for coin, appraise for value, bulls and bears for those who 
trade on the prospective rise and the prospective fall of the stock 
market. But the temptation to make expression too special or 
technical, when it is directed to the layman, must be resisted. If 
one electrical engineer writes to another, he may, of course, use 
technical terms freely. But if an electrical engineer is writing to 
one unacquainted with such terms, he must generalize his phrase- 
ology accordingly. 'I'he automobile salesitian may talk about the 
carbureter, the differential, the fuel pump, and other mechanical 
parts, when he sells a car to one acquainted with these parts. But 
in selling to one who is not. he confines his points lo ease of 
operation, body equipment, safety brakes, accessories, lights, and 
the like. Even tho the following cannot be regarded as technical 
language in the strict sense of the word, it is by no means suffi- 
ciently general to be used in business composition that is intended 
for average readers: 

Our company has increased its stock of distillate and fuel-oil pumps, 
and now leatures light-duty pumps in both pressure ami suction 
models, with capacities of Irum two to three g.p.h. 'fhese have inbuilt 
constant levels, filters, and check-vahes. Heavy duly pumps and 
gravity or rotary burners are also sold under our trailc namai 'These 
have capacities of live g.p.h. and are eciuippcd w'ith /liters and mount- 
ing brackets. 

It is important likewise that the business writer and speaker con- 
fine his language to simple and direct words ratiicr than to large 
and unusual ones, d’he teacher who reproved pupils in this 
language, “\V)ur hebetudinous recalcitrance is culpable.” did not 
secure the oriler she desired: indeed, her most troublesome bov 
declared to his parents that she had blasphemed them and she 
was embarrassingly obliged to “explain herself.” 'fhe youth who 
in these higlifiown terms requested an interview: 

I'he iiu'lTicacy of epistolary expatiation in the precipitate promul- 
gation of caiulidacy tor occupational aNsociation is proverbial. Accu- 
sal ifjii of grandil(H]ucnce anil obscurantism is inc^mirovertibly the con- 
seiiucntial fructification. I mder such concatenation of psychological 
circumstances, may 1 therefore sedulously solicit the gral itication of 
my ineluctable wish-fulfilment by visitation to }'oiir official domicile? 

received exactly what he deserved when the advertiser for help 
wrote him as follow^s: 

Your commercial communication wdth its ponderosity of platitudinous 
and sesquidepalian verbiage, frusl rales, prostrates, llal)bergasls, and 
annihilates me. Any experimental invasion on your part of my indus- 
trial habitation will be greeted w'ilh a salutation of mutilative and 
assassi native ejection. Do 1 achieve perspicacity? 
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Grammatical clearness is even more important, if possible, than 
dictional clearness. \'ou may be a master of lucid and specific 
words — you may have hundreds of them at your command — bul 
they will serve you ml unless you can put them together gram- 
matically to the best advantage for the purposes for which you 
use them. 

'Vhere are three general divisions of grammatical structure that 
should be thorol\’ studied by every one who is concerned with 
expressing himself clearly and intelligibly, d'hey are agreement, 
modification, and connection. They may be listed under the 
heading of colierence quite as accurately as under that of clear- 
ness. (Coherence means the arrangement of sentence parts so that 
they stand or hold together — cohere — logically and clearly; hence, 
coherence is a specific div isifjn of the general term clearness. 
Linity, conciseness, concreteness, and correctness are otller 
divisions. 

'rhe next few pages illustrate some of the violations that occur in 
business composition in these three divisions. All have been 
takePi from actual business-otlice wiiting and speaking. Correct 
torms are paralleled with the incorrect forms It is needless to 
aild that the sjiecimens presented represent but the proverbial 
drop in the bucket compared with the yield from which selections 
have been made. 


Pronominal reference and agreement are troublesome. Be careful 
to leave no doubt about the ink cedents of pronouns Sa\' 

rillS NOT THIS 

Ik* followetl the .iccoiuilant to a Hi* followed the accoinil.int to a 

high desk and saw him place the higt- desk where he placed the re- 

report in a deep drawer. port in a deep drawer, 

or 

He followed the accountant to a 
high desk and in his presence 
placed the rejmrl in a deep drawer. 


Sometimes a change of discourse is the only method that will 
make pronominal reference clear. Sa 

THIS NOT 'HI IS 

He said to the manager, "^ou will He told his manager that he would 
ha\e the report tomoriow.’' have the report tomorrow', 

or 

tie said to the manager. ‘‘I .shall 
have the report lomorrtAV." 
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Be sure that your pronouns and their antecedents agree in 
number. Say 

THIS NOT THIS 

The adding machine is now a neces- The adding machine is now a neces- 
sity in business. Every up-to-date sity in business. Every up-to-date 

office is equipped with it. office is equipped with them, 

or 

Adding machines are now a neces- 
sii^ in business. Every up-to-date 
office is equipped with them. 

In general it is better to write a letter in the same pronominal 
number thruout. This is sometimes called the I-WE rule. If I 
is used in one sentence or paragraph, and we in another, to refer 
to the same term, expressed or understood, incoherence results. 
The cause usually is careless and unprepared dictation. Blocked 
and indented paragraphing in the same letter is the same sort of 
error in regard to form as the I-and-we violation in sequence is 
to subject-matter. After all, it has been pointed out on page 8 
that the business letter should be objective. This means the 
elimination of the two first-personal pronouns as largely as 
possible. 

Like all good rules, this one has exceptions. There are certain 
cases in which both I and we may quite properly be used in 
logical and coherent sequence. This brief example illustrates: 

I have been asked to answer your letter to Mr. Bla.son, and I shall 
do my best to reply to your questions. But please be patient with 
me if 1 fail you in some of them, for my information is scattered 
and fragmentary. 

We were organized in 1909. Our first premises consisted of two old 
houses on Walworth Street. We moved to our present address in 
1919 . . . etc. 

It is preferable not to have a pronoun refer to a noun in the 
possessive case. Say 

THIS NOT THIS 

John in the report of his work in John's report of his work in the 
the Omaha office reveals many in- Omaha office reveals many interest- 
teresting secrets. ing secrets. 

Again, be sure that pronouns refer to words actually expressed 
rather than to words understood or implied. Say 
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THIS NOT THIS 

Harrison is an expert in bookkeep- Harrison is an expert bookkeeper 
ing which he studied thruout his which he studied thruout his school 

school course. course, 

or 

Harrison is an expert bookkeeper. 

He studied bookkeeping thruout his 
school course. 

It is better to use which to refer to a definite word rather than 
to a group of words, especially w^hen such group contains a noun 
to which it may ambiguously refer. Say 

THIS NOT THIS 

Unless you deliver the goods at Unless you deliver the goods at 

once we shall be ruined, for our onte. our cuslomers will th’iik we 

customers will think we are going art going into bankruptcy, which 

into bankruptcy. will ruin us. 

The annual report contains inaccu- The annual report lacks accuracy 

racy which is the result of too which is the result of too much 

much haste. haste, 

or 

The annual rejuirt lacks accuracy 
because it was written too haslilv. 

Owing to his deafness he could not He could not hoar the click of the 
hear the click of the typewriters typewriters w'hich wiis due to his 

deafness. 

The pronouns we, you, it, they are frequently used indefinitely in 
colloquial expression, as in 

We are going to have war 
'^’ou turn the lever to the right. 

It rained and hailed all d.iy. 

'fhey are building higher and higher jvery day. 

It is better, however, to avoid such impersonal or indefinite use 
in WTiling, except in certain idiomatic cases such as it snows, it 
seems, it is said. Say 

THIS not this 

Employees must be on time in this You must be on time in this office, 
olTice. 

My copy says (has) Jf5l4.5Q. not On my copy it says |514.50, not 

?514.0>. 

Some offices have repair men every In some offices they have repair 

da}'. men every day. 
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It is especially confusing to use you, it, or they twice or more in 
different ways or with different reference in the same sentence. 


They look at these reports from 
their own points of view, praising 
those that show profit and con- 
demning those that show loss. 

Don't forget that both columns 
must be totaled before the first 
page is compared with the second. 

If 1 had written that letter, it 
would have been better, I am cer- 
tain. 

If it becomes irksome, give it up 
entirely. 

It would be clearer to me if the 
totals were in red. 


NOT THIS 

They look at these reports from 
their own points of view, and praise 
or condemn them according as they 
show profit or loss. 

You forget that you must total 
both your columns before your first 
page is compared with your second. 

If I had written that letter it is 
certain that it would have been 
better. 

If it becomes irksome, it would be 
better to give it up entirely. 

It seems to me that it would be 
clearer if the totals were in red. 


Do not use plural subjects with singular verbs or plural verbs 
with singular subjects The word there at the opening of a sen- 
tence tricks writers and speakers into this kind of errof. I'his 
word is regarded as a weak opening and is best avoided in initial 
positions. Say 


THIS 

I here are due on this account 237 
books. 

At the end of your letter stand a 
number and a sign that we do not 
understand. 

The comfort and convenience of 
these hotels are proverbial among 
travelers. 

The list of patrons who are willing 
to e.\pres.s their confidence is very 
long indeed. 

To give the evening gown its neces- 
sary femininilv, to bring forth all 
the grace and charm of woman's 
form, are the greatest problems con- 
fronting couturiers today. 

A new scientific construction of re- 
flector and lens harnesses the ray.s, 
so that they spread fan-shape be- 
low the eye level of approaching 
drivers. 


.NOT THIS 

There is due on this account 217 
books. 

At the close of \our letter stands 
a number aiul a sign that we do 
not umler.stand. 

The comfort and convenience of 
these holds is proverbial among 
travelers. 

The list of patrons who are willing 
to express their confidence are very 
long indeed. 

To give the evening gown its neces- 
sary femininity, to bring forth all 
the grace and charm (*f w'oman’s 
form, is one of the greatest j^roh- 
lems confronting couturiers tiulav. 

A new .scientific construction of re- 
flector and lens harness the rays, 
so that they spread fan-shape be- 
low the eye level of approaching 
drivers. 
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Dangling construction— participial, gerund, infinitive— should be 
carelully guarded against in the cause of clearness. Probably the 
greatest amount of vagueness and ambiguity, and indefiniteness 
in general, is caused by participles and gerunds and infinitives 
that seem to modify what they do not, or fail to modify clearly 
what they should. In the first place see to it that each of these 
troublesome forms is definitely and closely linked with the word 
or words to which it belongs. Then see to it that it is placed as 
closely as possible to such word or words. Note in the following 
that the correct form may eliminate the participle altogether; this 
is probably the better procedure in the vast majority of cases. A 
noun or a pronoun may be supplied for tiie participle to modify. 
Or a change of position may place the participle in closer modifi^ 


cation of the word it is intended 

THIS 

When she had finished her Uping, 
her employer excused her for the 
liay. 

or 

Having finished her typing, she was 
excused for the day by her em- 
ployer. 

When my boy was dismissed from 
college, I sent him to business 
school. 

or 

Having been dismissed from col- 
lege, my boy was sent to business 
school by me. 

He was demoted as result of care- 
lessness. 

The complication of this transac- 
tion causes us much confusion. 

Stepping on a di.scarded razor blade 
as she entered the office this morn- 
ing, the secretary cut her foot. 


Inasmuch as our terms request 
monthly settlement, perhaps you 
would like to defer fuicher pur- 
chases until payment has been 
made. 


to modify. Say 

NOT THIS 

Having finished her typing, her em- 
ployer excused her for the day. 


Having been dismissed from college 
1 sent my boy to business school. 


He was demoted caused by his care- 
lessness. 

This transaction i.^ complicated, 
causing us much confusion. 

'fhe secretary cut her foot this 
morning stepping as she entered the 
office on a dis'^arded razor blade, 
or 

The secretary cut her foot this 
morni ig stepping on a discarded 
razor blade while entering the office. 

Considering that our terms request 
monthly settlements, it seems that 
perhaps you would like to defer 
further purchases until payment 
has been made. 
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^en a gerund phrase or an infinitive phrase is used at the open- 
ing of a sentence it must be related definitely to the proper word 
or sentence part, usually the subject. Say 

this not this 

On depositing my check I had my On depositing my check my en- 
endorsement questioned. dorsement was questioned, 

or 

When I deposited my check my en- 
dorsement was questioned. 

To type neatly and accurately a To type neatly and accurately the 
typist must have a quiet office to office must be quiet, 
work in. 

or 

If typing is to be neatly and accu- 
rately done, a typist must have a 
quiet office to work in. 

But in To speak scientifically, the out-air flow and the in-air flow 
should be of the same velocity and All things considered, the cash 
receipts were satisfactory, the introductory phrase is detached 
and independent. It bears upon the following clause as a unit 
rather than upon any particular term in it. 

Care should be exercised to see that the understood subject of a 
dependent clause does not ‘clash" in meaning with the subject 
of the independent clause. Such omission frequently causes 
incoherence or ridiculous inference. Dependent clauses having 
subject and predicate understood are sometimes called elliptical 
clauses. Say 

this not this 

While (I was) looking thru your While looking thru your mail, a 
mail I w'as attracted by a red en- red envelope attracted me. 
velope. 

When he was a beginner in account- When a beginner in accounting, his 
mg, his employer said he would employer said he would succeed, 
succeed. 

You should not attempt to operate You should not attempt to operate 
that machine until it is thoroly that machine until thoroly greased, 
greased. 

See to it that modifying words, phrases, and clauses are placed as 
closely as possible to the words that they modify. Careless place- 
ment of modifiers may frequently lead to such ambiguity as is 
illustrated in these sentences all of which may be correct, tho 
those in the right-hand column are probably incorrect ' 
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We shall make all appointments by 
mail after we receive your O. K, 


Please mention this letter and tell 
us by telegraph how you wish us 
to handle the order. 

Let me thank you thru Mr. Bron- 
son for your order. 

Do you think you’ll ever get that 
addition right! 

At your convenience will you please 
let me know how we shall pro- 
ceed ? 

Please return the ribbon by mail 
after you have made your selec- 
tion. 

He is probably the most agreeable 
manager w'e ever had. 

'I'here are three equally easy ways 
of computing the amounts. 

7' he office worker who shirks is in 
nine cases out of ten indilTerent 
about promotion. 

or 

The office worker, who ‘n nine cases 
out of ten shirks, is indifTti.nt 
about promotion. 

lie pulU*d the ribbon on which 
there was a Haw for widi a Haw 
in it) to the end of the spool. 


We shall make all appointments 
after we receive your O. K. by 
mail. 

Please mention this letter and tell 
us how you wish us to handle the 
order by telegraph. 

I et me thank you for your order 
thru Mr. Bronson. 

Do vou ever think you'll get that 
ntkh’tion right! 

Will you please let me know how 
we shall proceed at your j.>nveni- 
ence? 

Please return the ribbon after yc»u 
have made your selection by mail. 


Me is the most agreeable manager 
we probably ever had. 

1'here are thiee ways of computing 
the amounts which are equally easy. 

The office worker who shirks in 
nine cases out of ten is indifferent 
about promotion. 


He pulled the ribbon to the end 
of ♦he spool on which there was 
a flaw. 


riic placement of a modifier in such a way between tw^o different 
parts of a sentence that it may grammatically modify either 
member (as in most of the sentences above) is known as ‘'squint- 
ing construction.” The meaning in the mind of the speaker must 
in such cases be the deciding factor a:* to word or phrase place- 
ment. In such constructions as the following, however, there can 
be no doubt. Say 

THIS NOT THIS 

He made only ten mistakes! He only made ten mistakes! 

Me asks merely a dollar increase. He merely a.sks a dollar increase 
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It is better not to use the split infinitive, that is, not to insert 
a word or words between to and the verb that follows it. Say 

THIS NOT THIS 

I want you to supervise this per- I want you to personally supervise 
sonally. this. 

told him to prepare the bill as I told him to as quickly as possible 
quickly as possible. prepare the bill. 


In addition to errors in agreement and in modification, the 
writer of business composition should observe the following major 
rules of connection. Business letter writers frequently err in 
connecting thoughts naturally and logically. One of the most 
common mistakes is that of using because for that in introducing 
noun clauses following the word reason. Say 

THIS NOT THIS 

The reason for the bank failure was The reason for the bank failure 
that the cashier absconded. was because the cashier absconded. 


The fact that she was promoted 
{or Her promotion) to the upper 
office is no rea.son why her new 
typewriter should be '‘promoted" 
too! 


Because she was promoted to the 
upp)er office is no reason why her 
new typewriter should be "pro^ 
ivif>tcd" too! 


When and where should not be used in explanations to introduce 
attribute compliments (predicate nouns). Say 


THIS 

llemi/inf' a bill is the lifting of 
each particular article of purchase. 

Buying on credit is an arrangement 
by which a buyer, as result of his 
character and hi'^ capacity to pay, 
is privileged to uiKe goods and pay 
for them later. 


NOT THIS 

Itemizing a bill is where you list 
each particular article of purchase. 

Buying on credit is when a buyer, 
as result of his character and his 
capacity to pay, is privileged to 
take goods and pay for them later. 


All the parts of a sentence should be connected logically, so that 
its meaning will be quite obviously clear on first reading. Say 

THIS NOT THIS 

Nothing annoys me more than a Nothing annoys me more than to 

person's typing with his two first see a typist use his two first fingers 

fingers only. only in typing. 

It is neither the seeing nor the person that is annoying; it is the 
method of operating the machine. Say 
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THIS NOT THIS 

You must choose between making You must choose between making 
the delivery today and making it the delivery today or making it 
next Tuesday. next Fuesday. 

The or really repeats choose, and between repeats both. Again, 
say 

THIS NOT THIS 

Of all the candidates whose names Of all the names submitted I should 
were submitted, I should select this select this one as the most promis- 
one as the most promising secre- ing secretary, 
lary. 

In the wrong sentence one refers to a name not to a person or a 
candidate. Say 

1 HIS NOT THIS 

Will you please tell us h(m your Will \'ou please inform us what 
customer will dispose ol this? will be the disposition of your cus- 

tomer in view ol this situation? 

I'ake one pill every night and Take one pill this very night, and 
you'Jl soon feel better. one every other night, and you’ll 

soon feel better. 

Twelve attended — eight gentlemen Twelve attended — eight gentlemen 
and four ladies two of whom were and four ladies two of whom were 
wives of two of the gentlemen pres- wives of the gentlemen present, 
ent. 

Meanwhile, Jones, Smith, Miss Meanwhile, Jones, Smith, a bellboy. 
Brown, and a bellboy were heUl in and Miss Brow'n were held in the 
the office until the account was office until the account was straight- 
straightened out. ened out. 

There is no desk where you can There is no desk where you can 
work except in the hall. woik only in the hall, 

or 

There is no place for you to work 
except at the desk in the hall. 

It is naturally impossible to illustrate all the various types of 
confused and bungled relationships that are to be found in sen- 
tence structure. And there is no panacea for such “ailing 
English” as that illustrated just above. The best advice that can 
be given is that on page 128 , namely, keep your sentences short, 
and thus, less liable to error. Err oiv»the side of confining every 
rmtence to the simplest possible form, to a single subject and 
predicate, until you are sure you can write complex and com- 
pound sentences that are coherent and logical in their internal 
relationships. 
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Correlative conjunctions should be placed as closely as possible 
to the words, phrases, or clauses that they connect. Whenever 
possible, they should be placed immediately before the words, 
phrases, or clauses that they connect. Say 

THIS NOT THIS 

Mary likes neither typing nor ac- Mary neither likes typing nor ac- 
counting. counting. 

The firm has taken the prize not The firm has not only taken the 

only for its product but also for prize for its product but also for 

its letters. its letters. 

Be especially careful not to connect a relative clause with the 
independent clause to which it belongs, by a coordinate conjunc- 
tion in addition to the correct who, which, or that. Say 

THIS NOT THIS 

He finished taking inventory which He finished taking inventory and 
was the most complete tlie com- wliich was the most complete the 
pany had ever had. company had ever had. 

or 

He finished taking inventory — the 
most Cf>mplete the company had 
ever had. 

F.very one likes the new executive I\ery one likes the new executive 
who is most agreeable. and who is most agreeable, 

or 

The new executive w'ho is most 
agreeable is liked by every one. 

Do not connect di.ssimilar constructions — const riici ions that arc 
not uniform — by means of coordinate conjunctions. Say 

THIS NOT nils 

lie said that he wished to be pro- He said that he wishetl to be pro- 
moted not to The savings depart- moted not to the savings depart- 
ment but to the trust department, ment but where estates are cared 
or for. 

He said that he washed to be pro- 
moted to the trust rather than to 
the savings department. 

Hoping to give a higher degree of Hoping that we might give a higher 
satisfaction and to increase market degree of sati.sfaction and to in- 
demands, we have recently ex- crease market demands, we have re- 
panded our plants by fifty-fold. ccntly expanded our plants fifty- 

or fold. 

Hoping that we might give a higher 

degree of satisfaction and that we 
might increase market demands, we 
have recently expanded our plants 
by fifty-fold. 
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It makes for clearness and coherence if the same subject is 
retained in the different clauses of a sentence, as well as the same 
verbal forms. This rule cannot always be observed, and perfectly 
good sentences may be constructed in violation of it. But in most 
cases it may easily be followed and always to expressional advan- 
tage. Say 

THIS NOT THIS 

We finished the dictation promptly We finished the dictation promptly 

and soon mailed the letters. and the letters were soon mailed. 


First, know what you want to say; First, know what you want to say; 
then, outline your letter. then an outline of your letter 

should be made. 


It is most important that you use coordinate conjunctions to 
connect sentence parts that are alike and equal — words of the 
same function and same part of speech, phrases with phrases of 
the same kind, clauses with clauses of the same kind. Say 


THIS 

Tom started looking at the clock 
and nodding toward the pile of 
work on his desk. 

She was able and industrious, and 
held the record in typing. 

Your letter leaves us uninformed 
as to the shipment and as to the 
truck. 

The convention gave me many 
good business ideas which 1 had 
never heard of before but which, 
I think, are workable. 

He wants an efficient auditor, one 
who i.s alwavs on the job and who 
knows the tax laws thoroly. 


NOT THIS 

Tom started looking at the clock 
and to nod toward the pile of work 
on his desk. 

She w'as able, industrious, and held 
the record in typing. 

Your letter leaves us uninformed 
as to the shipment and what shall 
be done about the truck. 

The convention gave me many 
goo(.l business itieas which I had 
never heard of before but I think 
they are workable. 

He wants an efficient auditor, one 
who is always on the job and know- 
ing the lax laws thoroly. 


Avoid the excessive use of avd. Too much dependence is placed 
upon this small word, especially in letter writing where one may 
“run on and on'’ with its assistance. Frequently it may be 
omitted with the result that a closer relationship of parts is estab- 


lished. Say 

THIS 

d'urning to take my pad I knocked 
the machine over. 

Since no numbi r is used twice there 
can be no confusion. 

His ability in organization is so 
shrewd that a single bit ol waste 
annoys him. 


NOT THIS 

I turned to take my pad and as I 
did. so knocketl the rnaLhinc over. 

No number is used twice and tliere 
can thus be no confusion. 

He has shrewd ability in organiza- 
tion and a single bit of waste an- 
noys him. 
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The conjunction but is also overused. Barrett Wendell in his 
English Composition long ago attributed the overuse or the 
wrong use of and and but to the fact that people do not as a rule 
think with precision. “7 bought/' he says, “which lacks precision 
commonly presents itself in experience as either a simple addition 
to what precedes or an abrupt breaking off. In the former case, 
one instinctively writes and; in the latter, but. . . . Use no more 
ands and buts than you can help.” Say 

THIS NOT THIS 

Above all keep your integrity in But above all keep your integrity 
business dealings. in business dealings. 

Tho we shall pay dearly for it in We won The bid but we sliall pay 
the end, we won the bid. dearly for it in the end. 

A sentence-connective is a conjunction or a short conjunctive 
phrase having little or no meaning of its own but showing a 
connection or relationship between the sentence in which it occurs 
and a preceding sentence. However, inasmuch, nevertheless, 
whereas, at length, secondly, thirdly, therefore, on the contrary, 
in fact, in like manner, at last are a few of the most commonly 
used sentence-connectives, 'fhey may also connect clauses. He 
promised, however, to take charge of the office illustrates th? use 
of however to relate or connect this sentence to a preceding one. 
However much he promised he never kept his word illustrates the 
use of however as a pure adverb. He is tU; however, he will ap- 
pear illustrates its use as a clause-connective. 

It is well to depend as little as possible upon sentence-connectives. 
Your thought should be so clearly formed in your own mind and 
your sentence expression of it so clearly set down, that no such 
props as sentence-connectives will be necessary to make either 
clear and sequential. Dictators and other speakers sometimes 
“stall” upon such words and phrases while they make up their 
minds what to say next. They have the erroneous idea that such 
connectives give their expression dignity and formality. But this 
is not true. The best writers and speakers depend upon them as 
little as possible. 

A college professor once gave a lecture on the desirability of 
using sentence-connectives for the purpose of knitting expression 
closely and coherently together. The weekly themes that fol- 
lowed his lecture showed that his students had taken him some- 
what too literally, and he had to “unteach” them by delivering 
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another lecture on Howevering, Moreovering, and Neverthelessing 
to Excess, The following is taken from a circular letter written 
by an economist (perhaps one of the professor’s old students!;. 
Note that it says nothing whatever more important than yes and 
no, and that it does so by the overuse of high-sounding connec- 
tives turned bromide: 

Let me add, therefore, that in the long run no one can prophesy 
accurately. It may, however, happen that business will show spurts 
here and there but in the main reveal no general upturn for the better. 
As a matter of fact such spurts may be feverish, and hence, dangerous 
to a community at large. Nevertheless, any advance in business pace 
should always be welcomed; moreover, there is always the chance 
that such local spurts may spread a wholesome contagion. 

Lack of clearness is sometimes due to bad dictation, whether the 
dictation be direct, or indirect by cylinder. Words may be mis- 
pronounced or slurred; enunciation may be poor; speech may be 
generally mumbled and muffled and inexact ; voice or its repro- 
duction may be weak or faint; the dictator may divide his atten- 
tion with a cigar or the telephone or some other disconcerting 
activity. Words that require nice distinctions in pronunciation, 
such as Miss and Mrs., an and and, of and off, should be enunci- 
ated with special care. Dictation that is too rapid has been 
known to get such dictional anomalies as these into the mails: 
wanna for want io, wanaaf for one half, grade-ee for grade D, 
gray day for grade A, this guys the limit for the sky's the limit 
(in a credit letter!). 

The dictator should talk directly into the tube. If, by any inat- 
tention whatever, hi' allow's the tube to be moved and thus talks 
over or below' it, his dictation will not be clear to the transcriber. 
It is highly probable that bad dictation, direct or indirect, is 
responsible for most of the bad business letters that are in the 
mails at the moment. .And it is equally probable that bad dicta- 
tion IS the result of bad discipline and bad organization on the 
part of those who dictate. 

In the first place dictation should be done at regular periods, at 
a definitely allotted time of the day, preferably in the forenoon. 
It should be regarded as a serious and formal task, to be ordered 
and planned as all other important tasks are. It is fatal to good 
letter WTiting, as a rule, for a dictator to ''give a letter” now and 
then thruout the day, at odd moments, just as he happens to think 
of it. What is worse, this haphazard method of correspondence 
begets a disrespectful mental attitude toward dictating. It comes 
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to be regarded as an odd-moment bit of routine and, as a conse- 
quence, letters become routine letters. 

The dictator should know, when he begins to dictate, just what 
he wants to say all the way to the end of the letter. He should 
have his letter planned coherently from beginning to end. Other- 
wise he will be most likely to dictate detached paragraphs and 
sentences, and his letter will be accordingly difficult to grasp 
accurately. In the event of his having many letters to write, he 
should make up his mind which he wants to, dictate first, which 
last, which require least thought, which most. His dictation 
period should, as said above, be planned and organized, as well 
as his individual letters. 

It should be needless to add (but is it?) that the dictator of 
letters should not smoke, chew gum, engage in side conversations, 
or permit interruptions of any kind while he is dictating. Even 
more important if possible, he should never convey to the 
stenographer any impression of hurry or of impatience. Indeed, 
it is the stenographer who may be forgiven for impatience just 
in proportion as she has to suffer such remarks as, "Pardon me, 
just cross that out," "Better change that to read "Let me 

see, where were we?" "No, revise that to read . . . "No, that 
won't do. Put it this way" — all so characteristic of spur-of-the- 
moment dictation and its subsequent muddled letter composition. 

Correctness 

The preceding section on coherence and clearness contains many 
examples of incorrect English. They have to do chiefly, however, 
with structural errors, mistakes in the relationship of parts. Ilie 
content of this section deals rather with slips and inaccuracies in 
the use of words and phrases. Most of the terms listed below are 
taken from correspondence manuals issued by many different 
kinds of business houses. They represent the materials that are 
common to such manuals. They constitute what correspondence 
supervisors regard as the most important instructional matter in 
these manuals because employees are found weakest in this par- 
ticular department of English. In order to impress upon em- 
ployees the seriousness of errors in the use of words and phrases, 
employers in more than one establishment have emphasized by 
placards and circulars the fact that loose and slovenly and inac- 
curate expression is one of the most damaging forms of dishonesty 
in business. And they are more than right, for the letter that 
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deliberately or unconsciously says what it does not mean or seems 
to mean what it does not say, misrepresents the writer personally 
as well as the business for which he writes. 

Extra words, involved phraseology, conventional expressions, 
vague and ambiguous terms, all cost money. And if there can be 
no higher motive of appeal for their avoidance, then this material 
one should be convincingly presented to employees. If they 
cannot be persuaded to avoid down-at-heel English by such per- 
sonal appeals as these, namely, that it disgraces them, that it 
evinces their mental inertia, that it reveals them as robots talking 
without the faintest impulse of ideas, then their employers must 
teach convincingly about the dollars-and-cents values of clear, 
correct, straightfoiivard English. 

Very few business letters cost a firm less than thirty-five cents 
each. Usually the cost is fifty cents each. In the case of 
elaborate sales letters with accompanying display letterheads and 
other special printed appeals enclosed, the cost mounts to more 
than a dollar a letter. Multiply this by the number written 
and mailed — many thousands as a rule — and the total expense 
becomes formidable. Every member of the letter-writing forces 
of a company should be made to see and io feel this financial 
responsibility. 

'I'he direct costs include mailing — stamps, stamp-affixing 
machines, sealing and folding machines; stationery of many 
different styles — let lei heads, envelopes, printing, sheets for carbon 
copies, carbon sheets themselves; salaries — dictators, stenog- 
raphers, typists, file clerks, mail men; equipment and supplies 
— desks, typewriters, ribbons, stationery devices (clips, punchers, 
and so forth), filing cases with supplies, dictating machines, and 
cleaning and repair charges for all machines used. The indirect 
costs include rent, light, heat, taxes, insurance, telephone, salaries 
of all connected with correspondence, wasted and lost time of 
stenographers and others, spoiled stationery and stamps. And 
the end is not yet. It is the wise policy of many business houses 
to keep this list of direct and indirect correspondence costs clearly 
before all employees concerned, by means of large placards or of 
cards under desk glasses. 

To write effect when you mean affect is even worse than to adver- 
tise a breakfast fooci by means of a picture of a boy and a girl 
driving a car. 'Io write take when you mean bring may beget 



156 TAKE A LETTER, PLEASE! 

as serious a reaction as to advertise refrigerators by means of 
a picture of an old gentleman holding a telephone receiver to 
his ear. To write continual when you mean continuous may 
deservedly result as dangerously as to advertise automobiles by 
means of a picture of young parents weighing their baby. Such 
incoherent and incorrect advertising illustrations as those here 
mentioned can be found by the dozens in the pages of newspapers 
and magazines. They are no more common to advertising copy, 
however, than crude, bungled, and muddled English is to business 
letters. Both kinds of incoherence manifest a careless regard, to 
say the least, for the good opinion of that composite and pitiably 
confused character known as Mr. John Prospect. 

The following is taken from a circular letter that is presented to 
guests on their arrival at a large city hotel: 

We welcome from our guests complaints, and the management will 
deem it a favor by reporting any discourtesies on the part of our 
employees. All complaints must be signatured and sent direct to 

The manager of a shop assured a customer that a certain disputed 
delivery had been made. The customer replied, “The delivery 
you mention must be a pigment of your imagination." ♦The 
employees of a large industrial plant reported in their house 
organ that their company team had won a “tentacle victory" in 
one of a series of games played against the team of a neighboring 
company. It pointed out that only the “supreme self-conference” 
of their fullback had “wrought the commutation." Mrs. 
Malaprop is persona non grata in business, however welcome she 
may be in the drawing-room or behind the footlights. 

Each individual house has or develops “pet" errors of its own. 
These cannot all be included here, but following are more than 
four hundred terms that are, to say the least, troublesome: * 

above should not be used in the sense of more than. Say I have more 
than ten dollars in my pocket; not above ten dollars. The foregoing 
or the preceding statement is preferable to the above statement. In 
general it should be used as an adverb rather than as an adjective. 

accept, except. The former is a verb meaning to receive; the latter may 
be a verb, meaning to exclude, but it is rnore commonly used as a 
preposition. He accepts his demotion heroically. This name should 
be excepted from the list. Everybody is present except the treasurer. 

* See DorCt Say It by the same author, published by Funk and Wagnalls Coinv«any, fo» 
extended alphabetical treatment of word and phrase usage 
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access and excess should not be confused. The former means admittance; 
the latter, too much. 

ad. should not be used for advertisement. 

adjectives like awful, colossal, elegant, gorgeous, grand, lovely, marvelous, 
stupendous, wonderful, should be used sparingly in business. l..ess 
extravagant adjectives are desirable, and are usually more impressive. 
Do not use most before such as those above listed. 

admission, admittance. The former means the right of admittance; the 
latter the act of allowing to enter. He was denied admission to mem- 
hership. He gained admittance to the field after much difficulty. 

advise is greatly overused. Avoid it for tell, inform, say. It is more 
properly used in legal papers than in commercial letters. 

affect, effect. The former is always a verb meaning to modify or influence. 
The latter as a verb means to accomplish, to bring about; as a noun, 
outcome, result. The stock market affects our business. We expect 
to effect a change of policy very soon. The %iock market has a bad 
effect on our business. Men effect price changes that affect business 
conditions. 

after should not be used in the sense of carrying on / am listing the 
invoices, not / am after listing the invoices. This word is redundant 
used before the perfect participle. Say After subtracting; not After 
having subtracted. 

again should not be used after a word containing a syllable that means 
the same thing. Do not say repeat again, for re means again. 

against should not be used as a verb. Say / am opposed to him; not I am 
against him, 

aggravate means to intensify, to add to. to make worse. Do not use it in 
the sense of annoy, provoke, vex. The bad appearance of the letter 
aggravated his aHeady ruffled temper. 

ain't is sometimes made a vulgar substitule for isnt, hasn*t, haven t, and 
still other verbal contractions. There is really no such word. Do not 
use it. 

all in connection with such expressions as the more, the farther — all the 
more, all the farther — sIkiuIcI be avoided. Say, rather, furthermore or 
as far again or in addition, 

all-around is not permissible. Use all-round. 

allow should not be used for admit, confess, guess, say, think. It means 
permit. 

all right. These words will probably sometime become merged into one — 
alright. But the "merger" ha§ not yet taken place! So you must 
spell them as two independent words — all right^sis almost, already, 
altogether once were spelled. 

all the should not be used for as far as. Used before an adverb these 
words mean by so much or just such an amount Say This is as far 
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as I could add; not This is all the farther / could add. We shall get 
done all the soofier for your help is correct. 

almost, most, mostly. Almost is an adverb meaning not quite or less than 
or nearly all. Most is the superlative of the adjective much and must 
not be used as an adverb. Mostly is an adverb meaning chiefly, for 
the most part. / am almost done. Most letters are written Loo hur- 
riedly. The pamphlets in the lower drawer are mostly worthless. 

alongside should not be followed by of. It means by the side of or 
near to. 

alternative, choice. The former refers to two only; the latter to two or 
more. The alternative of dismissal is work. 1 1 is choice of the many 
opportunities before him has proved his wisdom. 

amateur, novice. An amateur is one who engages in an art or a sport, not 
professionally but for the love of it. \ novice is one unskilled and 
inexperienced, and still on probation: a tyro. This must be typed by 
an expert, not by an amateur, certainly not by a novice. 

amount, number, quantity, riiese words are frequently loosely used. 
Amount refers to totality; number to collective units; quantity to 
estimated mass. You have a quantity of molasses, a number of apples, 
and a certain amount of money in the bank after a sale. 

and should not be used before etc. Etc. — et cetera — means and so forth, et 
being the equivalent of and. In straight copy etc. is preferably writ- 
ten out; in listings, etc. may always be used. 

annoy means to trouble in a small way Do not confuse with aggravate 
and exasperate. Jhs smoking while he dictates annoys the stenographer. 

another is used with one — one another — to denote succession or conseciilive- 
ness of relationship. Custom may, however, justify its use inter- 
changeably with each other. Do not use a plural verb or a plural 
reference with one another. The members of the diplomatic corps 
followed one another in to dinner. 

anticipate is overused in business letters. Don't anticipate a reply or a 
date. You await or expect an answer and look forward to an appoint- 
ment. You anticipate a planned event or pleasure. 

anxious is used too loosely for desire, eager, wish. Say He is eager to be 
promoted and He desires or wishes to work in the commercial field. 

any should not be used with superlatives. Do not say best of any. Used 
in comparative statements, this word requires other to follow it. Do 
not say This paper is better than any I have used. Do not use with 
place for anywhere. Say This paper is better than any other / have 
ever used; not This paper is the best of any I have ever used. Say 
/ cannot find it anywhere; not / cannot find it any place. 

anywheres is incorrect for anywhere. 

appear, seem. Appear refers to that which manifests itself to the senses. 
Seem applies to that which is manifested to the mind on reflection. 
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Seem gives or creates the impression of being. A man may seem 
honest, but he cannot appear so. 

appreciate should not be used in the sense of know or understand. Do not 
use an adverb of degree with this word, such as very or much. The 
word itself means to value highly or to estimate correctly. Say / sym- 
pathize with your feelings regarding your demotion, not, I appreciate 
your feelings regarding your demotion. 

around, about. The first of these words means to encircle, and refers 
usually to space. lie walked around the block. About, as a preposi- 
tion, means approximately or in the neighborhood of; as an adverb, 
il means astir, to and fro, moving around. It is about two o'clock. 
He has about two hundred dollars in his pocket. He strolled about 
(or around). Do not say It is around two o’clock or He has around 
two hundred dollars in his pocket. 

as should not be used for that or whether to introduce substantive clauses. 
/ do not know that he is dictating or whether he is dictating is cor- 
rect, not / do not know as he is dictating. Do not use as for like. 
Say He types like me or He types as I do, not He types as me or He 
types like I do. As and as are correlative in affirmative statements, 
so and as in negative statements. Say fhis job is as remunerative as 
that and 'Fhis job is not so remunerative a<i that. Do not “lean” 
upon as, that is, do not u.se it to excess for because or since or inas- 
much. / should like you to take dictation now; I have many letters 
to write is in most cases better than / should like you to take dictation 
now as I have many letters to write. 

at should not be used to conclude a “statement of location.** Where are 
you? Not Where are you at? It should not be used in a verbal 
sense for doing. What are you doing^ Not What are you at? Do 
not use at superfluously with about. Say He came about noon, not 
He came at about noon (see where). 

average, ordinary. Average is the mean of several, arrived at by numerical 
calculation; ordinary is usual or common in occurrence. The average 
of his weekly wage for the past five years has been fifty dollars. The 
ordinary affairs of the office held nr interest for him. 

averse, adverse. These two words denote opposition, unfavorahleness. 
Averse refers to feeling or inclination; adverse to ciramnstances or 
opinions. ’The man is averse to exercising before breakfast, especially 
under adverse conditions. Averse is accented on the second syllable: 
adverse on the first. 

awful really means full of awe. Do not use it in the sense of very. This 
applies likewise to awfully. 

bad, badly. 'I'he former is an adjective; the latter, an adverb. You should 
therefore sa>' I feel bad (ill) rather than I feel badly. If you say He 
did his work very badly, then badly is correctly used as an adverb 
modifying did 
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balance, remainder. The former means equality between debit and credit 
totals of an account or the difference between such totals— excess on 
either side. Remainder is the part left after something has been taken 
away. My bank statement shows a balance to my credit, and I shall 
therefore stay at the resort the remainder of the season. Rest is used 
interchangeably with remainder. 

be back is preferably not used in the sense of return. 

beg means to ask alms, to entreat, to solicit, to request persistently and 
emotionally. Do not beg to inform or advise or state in reply to a 
letter. 

behind is preferable to the phrase in back of. My' keys fell behind (not 
in back of) the cabinet. 

beside, besides. The former is a preposition meaning close to, by the side 
of. 'Fhe latter is, strictly speaking, an adverb or an atlverbial con- 
junction meaning in addition to. Will you sit beside me? I have 
two checks and a draft besides. 

best, most, igreatest, lar^test, and other superlatives, should not be used 
loosely or too frequently. Do not use best for better. Say better of 
two and best of three. 

between, amonig. Between properly refers to two only — between you and 
we: among, to more than two — among the three of us. But this 
strictly correct usage is frequently violated in present-day writing. 

bid is an offer based upon an estimate. After weighing very carefidly the 
costs of labor and materials, the contractor placed a bid of ten ^.wu- 
sand dollars on the job. 

bind, in business use, means held or contracted for by means of legal right. 
My contract binds me to this position for another year. 

blame is to be avoided in reference to persons. Blame the ‘weather or the 
market but do not blame Brown or Jones. Do not use on after 
blame. Say Blame the machine; not Blame it on the machine. 

brainy is slang or colloquialism for clever, intelligent, shrewd. Better avoid 
its use. 

bring, take, fetch. Bring means to convey, carry, or conduct to the place 
w'here the speaker is. Take means to convey, carry, or conduct from 
the place where the speaker is. Retch equals bring plus take; that is, 
to go from the place where the speaker is to another place, and to 
convey, carry, or conduct from this other place to the place where 
the speaker is. Take this hook from 7ny desk to the cashier," said 
the manager, "and bring me a blank check.” "Take this container 
from my desk,” said the manager, "and bring me some clips from the 
storeroom that is. "Retch me some clips from the storeroom,” said 
the manager, handing the clerk a container. 

bunch is a word much overused and abused. It is properly used in refer- 
ence to keys or flowers, but not in reference to a company or group of 
any kind. Do not say a bunch of fellows. 

but meaning only should not be preceded by hardly, only, rarely, scarcely. 
or any other word of negative significance. Say / have but one 
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and / take hut one; not / haven’t hut one and I rarely take hut one. 
Do not misuse hut with that and what. Say / do not douht that he 
is efficient; not / do not douht hut that or what he is efficient. Use 
hut carefully after can. In lie can but make it right the meaning is 
that there is nothing else for him to do but to make it right. In* 
He cannot hut make it right the meaning is that he cannot help mak- 
ing it right. But meaning except and hut in its common use as an 
adversative conjunction offer few if any dilficulties. 

calculate means to compute and estimate by more or less complicated 
devices. They calculate the cost of the letters of an average week to 
he $21818. 

can, may. Can means ability. A'fay means permission. Can we ship this 
by express^ is wrong because what we really wish is permission. Cor- 
rect uses of these words are May we ship this by expre'ssf and We can 
ship these on Thursday. 

can’t but should not be mistaken for caji but, in which but means only. 
Say 7 can but go, not 7 cant hut go (see but and only). 

can’t seem and couldn’t seem are to be avoided in the sense of see-ms or 
seemed unable. Say He di>esnt seem able to learn multiplication, not 
He cant seem to learn multiplication. 

capacity, ability. Capacity is receptive or containing power: ability means 
pow'er of achieving. He has the capacity to learn sales^nanship and 
the ability to work hard. 

cause implies a noun or a noun clause to follow as a rule. It should not 
be followed by on aciount of. Say ’The cause of the misunderstanding 
was his failure to pay or that he did not pay: not The cause of the 
misunderstanding uas on account of his failure to pay. 

caused by may not be substituted for because of or on account of. Say 
He was absent because of (or on account of) illness, not He was ab- 
sent caused by illness. ou may, of course, sav His absence was caused 
by illness. 

claim should not be used for insist, assert, maintain. It means to demand 
as right Say 7 ilaini the fifty dollars that arc due me; not 7 claim 
that he is an efficient clerk. 

combine is a verb and should not be u.sed as a noun in the sense of trust, 
monopoly, corporation, or company. The companies formed a trust 
(not a combine). 

commodity, goods, merchandise. The first is any product or part thereof 
that is movable and valuable, and thus made ready for marketing. 
Goods — always plural — are easily transferable articles that may or may 
not be offered for sale. Merchandise is good.s prepared and offered 
for sale. A new commodity has just bepi made ready for the counter. 
The goods were shipped yesterday. The new merchandise is selling 
rapidly. 

commonly refers to the greater part of a class generally; universally refers 
to all of a class. Ills .statements are commonly regarded as superior 
in both appearance and accuracy. Her work is universally approved. 
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compare, contrast. The former means to point out both likenesses and 
differences; the latter, differences only. You compare your results of 
a problem with another's; that is, you learn in what respects they 
are like and in what respects unlike. You contrast a poor business 
letter with a good one; that is, you point out the differences between 
the two. 

complected is a vulgar substitute for complexioned or of a complexion. 
There is really no such word as complected in relation to the appear- 
ance of the skin. Use complexioned sparingly. 

complement, compliment. 7‘he former is the act of completing; the latter 
is praise or commendation or congratulation, f^^he complement of our 
Easter stock has just arrived, lie received a compliment from the 
president of the company. 

consul, council, counsel^ Consul is an official representing a government 
in foreign parts. Council is a meeting or conference or consultation. 
Counsel is advice; an adviser, usually in legal matters. At the inter- 
national commercial council, the British consul at Philadelphia gave 
us some very sound counsel. 

contemptible means deserving of scorn or disgust; contemptuous means 
evincing scorn or disgust. Say He is a contemptible foreman and his 
employees are justifiably contemptuous in their attitude toward him. 

continual means intermittent, at frequent intervals: continuous means with- 
out interruption. Continuous work is work done on a stretch. Coi> 
tinual work goes on in time but with tlfb natural and required ifitcr- 
ruption. Continual refers to lime only; continuous to space also, as, 
a coiiiinuous expanse. 

correct, proper. The former is preferably used to refer to dimensions, 
measurements, and the like; the latter, to refer to such convention- 
alities as dress, etiquette, social usage. Some business houses insist 
upon the distinction. 

correspond followed by to, means to match or equal: followed by with, 
means exchange in letter writing — corresponding with a friend regu- 
larly. 

credible means believable; credulous means easily believing, gullible, easily 
imposed upon; creditable means sound, laudable, praiseworthy. 

criticism means favorable or unfavorable comment — judgment or evalua- 
tion. Do not use it in the sense of censure only. 

custom means the frequenting of a certain place of business, as shop, mill, 
hotel. Custom-made means made to older in distinction from ready- 
made. Custom also means voluntary repetition of an act by a person 
or a group of persons under the same circumstances, for the same 
reasons, and from the same underlying causes. Habit is the tendency 
to repeat a certain act without volition on the part of the doer. It 
is individual, as a rule, whereas custom is collective. There are house 
customs to be observed; there are habits of employers that had 
better be. 
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customer, client, patron. A customer repeatedly makes purchases. A client 
is dependent upon a certain service. A patron is an institutional 
customer, i e., a railroad or a theater patron. Client is used exclu- 
sively in law. Both client and custoyner are used in connection with 
banks, the latter being preferred. 

d (see nd and rd). 

data is plural and requires a plural verb, as also do errata, phenomena, 
and strata. It is pronounced data. 

date, used in the sense of appointment, is slang. Dated and dating, in the 
same sense, are likewise slang. But dated is correctly used to indicate 
that something is out of date. 

deal is too colloquially used for transaction, negotiation, agreement, con- 
tract, in business Knglish. 

deal of refers to amount or quantity (see many). He has a great deal of 
money in his pocket. He has many dollars in his pocket. 

died of is conect. Do n(jt say died with. 

differ, difference, different, differently are never followed by than. I differ 
with yon. We differ with each other. The difference between the two 
is marked. He works differently from me. This is different from 
that. 

directly should not be used for as soon as. The word is properly used 
to refer to methexi, as well as to time. It may also refer to proximity 
in space. He went directly to the manager. The employees will fol- 
low directly after the executives. 

disagree should be followed by with rather than from. Say H'V disagree 
with you in primiple; not, We disagree from yon in principle. 

divide should not be followed by up ^'ou would not say division up. 

done must not be useu in the imperfect tense for did. / did it: not / 
done it. 

don’t, doesn’t. There is much everyday usage that would seem to justify 
don't in the singular — he don't. But it is not p')ermissible according 
to correct usage. Use doesn't in the '■ingular and don’t in the plural. 
He doesn't. They don't. 

dope, doped, dopey arc slang as used in general by young people in business. 
Do not use such expressions dope it out or get the dope on. 

doubt that, not doubt but that or doubt but what, should be used imme- 
diately preceding substantive clauses. / do not doubt that he will 
come. 

dove is not the imperfect of dive; use dived. 

due to should not be used in the sense of because of. on account of, 
owing to. Due is properly used as a predicate adjective followed by 
a prepositional phrase beginning with to. It cannot modify or refer 
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to a verb, a phrase, or a clause. His success is due to his industry. 
The rent is due. Not Due to illness he jailed in his promotion. 

each is singular but it refers to two or more individually. Followed by 
other, It should indicate equality of relationship, FmcIj employee has 
received his check. The workers help each other. 

either and neither are preferably used to indicate one of two persons or 
things. They assigned Jones, Brown, and Ferguson hut none of them 
cared for the position is better than They assigned Jones, Brown, and 
Ferguson but neither of them cared for the position. Or should be 
used as correlative with either; nor with neither. Say Neither he nor 
I will object; not, Neither he or I will object. 

elapse, transpire. Elapse refers to the passing of time; transpire means to 
reveal or bring something to light or make something known as result 
of the passing of time. Two days elapsed between orders and deliv- 
eries. It now transpires that our old policy was better than our new 
one is. Do not use transpire in the sense of occur or happen. 

else should be followed by but, not by than. Say No one else may go 
but him; not No ewe else may go than him. In most circumstances 
but him would be redundant, inasmuch as the expression containing 
else is usually woven into conversation in such a way as to make the 
exception clear. I’sed after o7ie, everybody, somebody, in po.sscssivc 
expressions, eUe takes the sign of possession. Say Somebody ehc*s 
cash; not Somebody' s else cash. 

employ is a verb and should not be u.sed for employment. 

enclosed herewith. Say simply enchned. Herewith is superHuous. because 
you cannot enclose anything under separate cover. 

enclosed please find should be u.sed coiiectlv if used at all. It is a hack- 
neyed expression at best. Say Enclosed find ten dollars (fJO.) for 
which please .send me . . not Enclosed please find ten dollars {$10 ) for 
which send me . . Please does not modify find. It is better not to 
capitalize ten dcdlars. If 10 is used without the then it should be 
in parentheses after ten, with the after dollars. Fnclosures of any 
kind are preferably indicated at the lower leflhand of the letter 
sheet, a line below the signature. 

enthuse should not be used in the sense of to evince enthusiasm or to 
become enlhusiaslic. It is a vulgarism. 

esteemed favor. This term should be excluded from your busine.ss vocabu- 
lary. It is obsolete. 

etc. Do not lean upon this to fill out expressions. It is always indefinite 
and generic. Sa>' 1 bought desks, blotters, files, paperweights, ink, pen, 
and pencil; not / bought desks, blotters, files, etc. 

every implies singular number. It should not be used with place to mean 
everywhere. In must precede every when it is used before place. He 
has looked everywhere for the ledger, not every place. Everybody - 
ready. 
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exceptionable means objectionable. His conduct in the office was excep- 
tionable means bad conduct. 

exceptional means unusual. This is an exceptional opportunity for me 
means an unusually good opportunity. 

execute has little if any place in business letters. \ ou fill orders and carry 
out plans; you do not necessarily execute them. 

expect, used commonly in England for reckon, calculate, suppose, and 
think, should not be so used here. Say I suppose I should go, not 
/ expect I should go. 

explain about. Do not use about after explain. It is implied in explain 
and docs not have to be expressed. 

extra is much overused in business in the sense of unusual and exceptional. 
Do not use in connection with fine, good, special, quality for emphasis. 
fxlra special, extra fine are colloquial, to say the least. 

farther and further. Farther should be used to indicate longitudinal dis- 
la ce, further to denote quantity or degree. He was farther from the 
jobber than we thought, so we wrote nothing further. 

favor is a kindness, not a letter. A letter may do an act of kindness, 
hut is not a kindness itself. Use this word sparingly or, better still, 
avoid it altogether in letter writing. 

few, less. Few refers to numbers, less (little), to quantities and amounts. 
I have fewer books than you, and less knowledge. 

fine is too colloquially used in business English. It means excellent, refined, 
keen, free of fault or impurity. Fine steel, fine seed, fine sense of 
propriety are good. Fine tram, fine vessel, fine weathtr, five crowd 
are colloquial. 

first is both an adjecti 'e and an adverb. Do not use firstly. 

fix should not be used in the sense of repair or correct, or in that of pre- 
dicament. Avoid the expression fix it up. The word means to attach 
or make secure. I shall fix the calendar above the desk. 

following, after. Do not habitually use following in place of after. He 
died after a brief illness, not He died following a brief illness. The 
longer word has almost completely usurped the place of after in cur- 
rent journalism. Give the little word a chance. 

former and latter refer to two only, never to more than two. Both 
John and Tom were made cashiers, the former at the downtown office 
and the latter at the uptown office. 

funny is far too generally and colloquially used. It should not be used 
as a synonym for odd, strange, unique, different, peculiar. 

gent, gent friend, gentleman friend, boy friend, girl friend, lady friend are 

all vulgarisms. Do not use them. 
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gentleman should not be confused with man. Say salesman, man taxi- 
driver, mens room; not sales gentleman, gentleman taxi-driver, gentle- 
men’s room, 

good is, as a rule, an adjective, and must therefore be used only in modi- 
fication of nouns and pronouns. Well is an adverb and should be 
used in modification of verbs, adjectives, and adverbs. Say lie works 
well; not He works good. Say He did well; not He did good. Say Ht^ 
health is good or He is well. In the expressions She js far from a well 
woman, well is used as an adjective. 

got (get). This word is overused. Do not use it after have except for 
emphasis in rare cases. The past participle h got, not gotten. The 
latter is archaic. Do not use get to in the sense of finding something 
possible. Not I didn’t get to go; but / didn't find it possible to go. 
Do not use get into for look wio or investigate. Not Let me get into 
that drawer, but Let me look into that drawer, 

graduate. This word is frequently misused in its imperfect and participial 
forms. Say / shall be graduated from businas college in June; not 
/ shall graduate business college (from hu<iiness college) in June. In 
the same way I was graduated in June and / have beeii graduated. 

guess means to hazard an opinion which is admittedly insufficient or inac- 
curate. Suppose means to have grounds for assuming something to 
be true. Think is a menial process that follows the logical weighing 
of points. Guess is gamble; think is the opposite of gamble. Suppose 
is somewhere between. Guess, expect, fancy, reckon, calculate, sup- 
pose, think, suspect arc used altogether too loosely in both orfl and 
written composition. Some of them are localisms. Study them in the 
dictionary. 

had of, hadn’t of, are vulgarisms. Say I wish I had gone; not / wish I 
had of gone Had ought, hadn’t ought arc likewise vulgarisms. Say 
I ought to have gone, not / hod ought to have gone. 

hand is very stereotyped in letter writing. Avoid its u.sc. Instead of 
at hand, or has come to hand, say Your letter is received. Instead 
of hand you say send you or give you. Instead ol on hand or in hand. 
say have. Sborthanded is colloquial for insullicient (workers). 

hanged, hung. Of a person say hanged, of a thing say bung. 

hardly should not be used with negative expressions. Sa\' / can hardly 
xvait till my new secretary conics: not / cannot hardly icait till my 
new secretary comes (see rarely). 

have. Do not use of for have. Say / ought to have gone; not / ought 
to of gone. Do not use got after have except in rare cases for the 
sake of emphasis (.sec got). 

healthful refers to anything that advances or promotes health; healthy 
means possessing health. Healthful surroundings make healthy 
workers. Healthful and wholcscwie mav be usctl almost interchange- 
ably, the former more commonly perhaps in reference to clinr.ate: the 
latter in reference to food, recreation, and influence. 
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height. Be sure to use this word correctly. There is no such word as 
heigbtb, 

held should not be used in relation to symptoms. Do not ask liow is tbe 
patient held? but Wbat are tbe patient’s symptoms? 

help is used colloquially in the United States as a generic term for serv- 
ants and employees. Short of help means insufficient workers. 

hence, thence, whence. In all three of these words from is implied. Do 
not, therefore, use the expressions front Jmice, from thence, from 
whence. 

here should not be used after this or these to emphasize what you say. 
This /jerp and these here arc vulgarisms. But These, here on the table, 
are mine is correct. 

herein, hereto, herewith are usually superfluous in business English. Do 
not use hereto with attached, or herein and herewith with enclosed. 

hisn, hi*s, hem, hisself, meself, theirselves, youse, theirn, ourn, whosis are 
all corrupt ami illiUiate forms of i)ronouns. Do not use iheni. 

home is preferably not used as an adjective, as in the home house. It 
may be used adverbially as in They came home, where motion is indi- 
cated, but not otherwise. lie is at home is correct for the colloquial 
He IS home. 

humans should not be used as a noun for men. Say We have eighty men 
in the office, not We have eighty humans in the office. 

hustle and hustler are loo commonly used in business to indicate respec- 
tively haste and hurry, and one who makes haste and evinces energy 
and unusual capability. 

if, whether. If is used correctly when supposition or condition is implied. 
Whether is used when an alternative is suggested or presented. I shall 
decide Tuesday wl ether / djall go. These shoes are good for another 
year’s wear if soled with Text an. 

imply, infer. Imply means to intimate a meaning not expressed, to convey 
virtually. Infer means to come to a conclusion or make a deduction. 
Your careless ivorh implies that you do not care whether you lose. 
y(nir position. I infer from your cureless work that you don’t care 
whether you lose your position. 

in should not be superfluously used after such words as do, enter, play, put, 
start, work. It should not be used after want. Say I want to enter, 
nt)t / want in 

in back of should not be used for behind. 

in front of is correct, but should be used sparingly for before, preceding, 
ahead. 

ingenious means inventive, original, clever. 

ingenuous means frank and trusting in nature. 
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inside should not be followed by of. Inside of should not be used for 
within. Say They were trapped inside or within the vault; not They 
were trapped inside of the vault. Say We shall have all investments 
covered within a week, not inside of a week. 

insofar as. The in is superfluous and meaningless in this expression. 
Never use the expression if the simpler so far as will do just as well. 

inst. is the abbreviation of the Latin word histant meaning present. It 
is correct in legal documents to indicate present month, but not in 
commercial letters. Indicate a month by its full name. 

in, into. The former refers to position, not motion; the latter, to motion 
rather than to position or location. He walked into the office means 
that he walked from the corridor or the street into the ofTice. He 
walked in the office means that he walked while he was in the office. 

invite is a vulgarism for invitation. Use it as a verb only. 

irre^ardless. There is no such word. When people use this word they 
mean irrespective or regardless. Two negatives make an affirmative; 
ir means not, and less means without. So irregardless contradicts 
itself. 

its is the possessive singular of the pronoun it. Do not confuse with ifs — 
the contraction of it is. The apostrophe means that i has been omitted. 
ITs a long column of figures. The machine will not work because its 
handle is broken. 

kind of, sort of should not be used for somewbaf or rather. Say ^he is 
somewhat peculiar; not She is sort of peculiar. But What sort (or 
kind) of man is he? is correct. LPo not use a, an, or the after kind of 
ami sort of. Kind and sort shouIdlDe preceded by singular modifiers — 
i7)is or that; kinds and sorts, by plural modifiers — these or those. Do 
not use kind or kindly in a servile or obsequious manner in your let- 
ters. They are too * frequently u.sed in ordinary statements. They 
should be re.served for expressions of sincere appreciation and con- 
sideration. 

lady should not be confused with woman. Say saleswoman, woman chauf- 
feur, womens rest room; not saleslady, lady chauffeur, ladies* rest 
room. 

late, latter, latest, last. Latter is used in reference to one of two; last and 
latest to one of three or more Do not use lastly for last (see first). 
Last, like first, is sometimes hyphenated with named to refer to a 
special one in a series. These arc correct; Of the two reports the latter 
is more comprehensive. The last of the records will he copied tomor- 
row. The latest score comes from the West. Of the ten clerks you 
mention, the last-named has the greatest ability, the first-named the 
greatest interest. 

lay (see lie). 

lead is a noun, the name of a metal. It is also a verb. The imperfect 
tense of the verb is led, pronounced like the noun lead. Do not con- 
fuse these two words. Lead is a heavy metal. January led in sales. 
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leave, let. Do not confuse these two words. Let means to permit. Leave 

means to depart. Let me go. Leave the room. Say Let go of that; 
not Leave go of that. 

lengthways, sideways, endways are common expressions but they are unde- 
sirable and not good substitutes for lengthwise, sidewise, and endwise, 

lie is a verb meaning to tell a falsehood {lie, lied, lied). It is also a noun 
meaning a falsehood. And it is a verb meaning to recline or rest 
{lie, lay, lain). Do not confuse lie, the verb, with lay {lay, laid, laid), 

meaning to place. He laid the book on the cabinet. He lay on the 

office couch all night. 

like (sec as). 

likely, liable, apt. Likely means probable, usually in a favorable sense. 
Liable means responsible, usually in an unfavorable or dangerous sense. 
Apt implies tendency or natural fitness. You are likely to succeed. 
He is liable for damages. He is apt at figures, and will succeed in 
accountancy. 

line is a much overused word. Do not use it for pursuit or occupation. 
Do not say Wbafs your line? when you mean What do you do? 

listen should not be used as prefatory to an>' remark you have to make. 
Woise, if possible, is the combination Say, listen! Lookit is wicked! 

loan, lend. Strictly speaking loan is a noun and lend, a verb. But usage 
appears to be making loan a \erb also. Can you lend me five dollarsf 
Can you make me a loan of five dollars? 

locate is too colloquially used for find and settle. Sav I cannot find it any- 
where, not / cannot locate it anywhere Say 7 he company will settle 
in New Jersey; not 7 he company will locate in New Jersey. 

loose, lose. Loose means free from anything that binds; it also means 
incoherence in thought or expre.ssion. Lose means to fail, to be de- 
feated, to part w'itii anything unintentionally. The bolt in this machine 
is loose. Do not lose your pencil. 

lot, lots are too frequently and too loosely used to indicate abstractions, 
fhey may properly be used to indicate parcel or quantity. Say We 
have a new lot of goods; not / had lots of fun. 

majority, minority, plurality. Majority means more than half of any given 
number, as of voters. Minority means less than half of any given 
number. Plurality means more than any other of three or more totals. 
(3ut of one hundred votes, sixty would be a majority and forty a 
minority. If out of one hundred votes one candidate receives sixty, 
another thirty, and another ten, the first has a plurality of thirty 
votes — the excess of his votes over his closest competitor. He like- 
wise has a majority of the votes cast. 

merely, simply. Merely implies the lack of something, only, barely; 
simply means not involved, not complicated. He quoted merely on 
conveyor belts. He quoted so simply that we understood at once. 

most should not be used for the adverb almost. Say The work is almost 
done, not The work is most done. Use this superlative form of the 
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adjective much very sparingly before adjectives and adverbs that them- 
selves indicate superlative qualities (see almost), 

much, many. Much refers to quantity; many, to number. I have many 
pennies and much paste. 

mutual means reciprocal, interchanged. Speakers and writers often con- 
fuse common and mutual. 'Fhat is common in which two or more 
share, as Misfortune is common. That is mutual which is equally 
reciprcxral or interchanged, as. Esteem between the secretary and the 
treasurer is mutual. In This action will be of mutual benefit to both 
you and ourselves, you and ourselves repeats mutual. This action will 
be of mutual benefit is sufficient. 

myself, yourself, himself, herself, itself, ourselves, yourselves, themselves. 

These reflexive or intensive forms should not be used for the simple 
personal pronouns except in rare cases for emphasis. Do not say 
/tarry and myself are ready; but Harry and I are ready. 

nd (or d) should not be used after a figure to indicate an ordinal in a 
letter. Write 2 or second, not 2d or 2nd. Figures and letters com- 
bined to stand for a word are hybrid forms. 

near should not be used for nearly after not. There wa% not nearly (not 
near) enough to supply the party. Near may be used as an adjecti\e, 
an adverb, a preposition, a verb. Near associates frequently become 
friends. There ts your machine with the copy lying near. She sat 
near me. The tram nears the city. 

new means never used before; novel means strange or queer or unusual, 
as well as new. A novel attachment to my desk folds my letter^ 
for me. 

nice is a much overused word for more definite and expressive adjectives. 
Use it sparingly and correctly. Its real meaning is exact, fastidious, 
fine, keen, precise. 

no good is a slang term if not a vulgarism, when used in the sen.se of 
worthless or 7iol good. Avoid it. 

nohow is a vulgarism sometimes u.scd for anyhow or anyway. Avoid it. 

none refers to more than two; neither to one of two. None may be 
singular or plural. It is regarded as plural when it refers to no per- 
sons or no things, as None of these appeals move me; as singular 
when it refers to parts, as. None hut the brave deserves the fair^ 
Some business bou.ses rule that, since none is a contraction of no one, 
it should always be regarded as singular. (See either.) 

nor should always be used as correlative with neither. But it is by no 
means always correlative with other negatives. In a negalive expre.s- 
sion that is merely an explanatory or amplifying one, nor may follow 
no, for no in such case is the equivalent of neither: He has no cash 
nor credit is equivalent to He has 7ieither cash 7ior credit. But in 
He has no resources or credit, credit is logically in apposition with 
resources and or connects the two without any reference to 7io what- 
ever. No is an adjective modifying both resources and credit. Ob- 
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serve these: There is no paper nor ink on the desk. (No and nor 
connect equally important alternatives, and no is equivalent to neither.) 
He has no will or inclination to do the work. Mere or merely amplifies, 
will and inclinalion are the same, and no modifies both adjectively. 

no sooner — a comparative form — should always he followed by than rather 
than by when. I had no sooner entered than he approached me. (See 
than.) 

notable and noted mean worthily famous, celebrated, highly reputable. 

notorious means of bad repute, disreputable. Notoriety means unpleasant 
and damaging publicity. 

nowheres is a vulgarism for nowhere. Avoid it. 

number is usually regarded as singular when preceded by the; as plural 
when preceded by a. The number of typewriters is limited. A num- 
ber of accountants were present at the convention. 

O, oh. O is used with the vocative, that is, with direct address, as well 
as with exclamations. O folm, where have you been^ O dear me! 
It is not follow'cd by the comma. Oh is used to express strong feeling. 
It is followed by the comma. And oh, the difference to me! 

oblige is preferably omitted frop the last sentence of a letter. 

observation, observance. The former means the act of seeing or looking; 
the laticr, Ihe act of respecting a custom or tradition. Speak of the 
obwrvance of the Sabbath and of the observation of the stars. 

of is illiterate after could, had, 7nay, might, must, ought to, should, would. 
Say (ould have, may have, might have, niuU have, ought to have, 
should have, would have. Do not use of after remember. Say I 
remember seeing that account , not / remember of seeing that account. 

off should not be used superfluously after such words as count, call, keep, 
number, mark. Do not confuse off with away from. Say The ship 
IS a mile off shore ; not The ship /s a mile away from shore. 

off of should not be used for off or from. Say / got ihe report from Tom; 
not, 1 got the report off of Tom. 

official means authoritative: officious, meddlesome. This is our frst official 
report. lih new secretary ts too officious. 

on, in the expressions He took it on vie and We have a sale on ties, is a 
vulgarism. Avoid this use of it. Do not use on before about. Say 
He will arrive about the tenth of the month; not on about the tenth 
of the month. On should not be superfluousiv used after such words 
as go, count, plan, start, talk, dhese expressions are not good: count 
on (vour coming), go on (last year’s figure), plan on (going), start on 
(that copying), talk on (about this subject). 

one should not be preceded by a. O'nes should not be preceded by these 
or those or used for them. Say / haven't one; not I haven t a one. 
Say / mean these on the table; not / mean these ones on ihe table. 
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only should always be placed as closely as possible to the word it modifies. 
Say I have worked for only three days; not I have 07 ily worked for 
three days. Do not use only conjunctively for hut. if it had not been. 
or except that. Say I could have typed that report if it had not been 
that I had to take dictation or but I had to take dictation or except 
for the fact that / had to take dictation; not / could have typed that 
report only I had to take dictation. Do not use only in negative 
expressions. Say / have only one; not / haven't only 07 ie. 

onto should not be used in the sense of place upon. The word on or upon 
is preferable. Onto, like ain't, is a vulgarism. It is slang in / am on 
to you. and in this bad usage is usually written in two words. 

opinion is sometimes more than an impression. It is a conclusion or judg- 
ment held with confidence. I'he word should not be used inter- 
changeably with idea. An idea may be a misconception with or with- 
out foundation. One may have an idea of a prospective sale, but his 
opinion of the sale after it has been made may be very different. 

our Mr. Jones is no longer in good use. Say Mr. Jones, our representative 
or our director. 

out. This word is much overused Avoid its superfluous use in such 
expressions as out loud for aloud, lose out for lose, start out for start, 
test out for test, win out for win. 

over is too loosely used in business correspondence. Say More than four 
weeks; not Over four weeks. Say That sale was closed long ago; not 
That sale was over long ago. 

pair is singular; pairs, plural. Do not use the former with a plural verb. 
Say This pair is faulty and Two pairs arc faulty, not Two pair are 
faulty. 

pamphlet, like booklet, leaflet, hamlet, should not be preceded by small or 
little. The suffix let means little. 

pants is a vulgarism for trousers and pajitaloom. Gents wear pants; 
gentlemen wear trousers. 

part should not be used with on and our or your for the simple possessive. 
Say This was our error; not This wa% an error on our part. Sav 
Thank you for your courtesy; not Thank you for the courtesy on 
your part. 

partly means incomplrce or in some degree. Partial means biased. Say 
The printing is partly done, not partially done. 

per should not be used for a in strictly good English expressions. It is 
correctly used in such expres.sions as per diem, per aimum, per cent. 
But say I shall pay you five dollars a day. 

person and party should not be confused. The former means one indi- 
vidual; the latter, a group or body (except in the strictly legal use). 
Persons is preferable to people. Say We think he is the right person 
or They are the right persons; not We think he is the right party 
and They are the right people. Each parly to the contract was sat- 
isfied and the president was the person who signed it. 
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place should not be used after any, every, no, some — any place, every place, 
no place, some place — for anywhere, everywhere, nowhere, somewhere, 

plead indicates the use of feeling and human-interest in an attempt to 
persuade. You argue a question but plead a cause. 

plenty should not be used for plentiful or plentifully. Sav Money is plen- 
tiful; not Money is plenty. Say He supplied us plentifully; not He 
supplied us plenty. Do not use plenty adverbially. Plenty good 
enough is a vulgarism. 

portion is a part of the word proportion and means a proportionate part 
or share. Part means any fraction of. Say / shall spend part of my 
time in writing letters, and / shall receive my portion of the estate. 

posted should not be used in the sense of informed. Say I shall keep you 
mformed; not / shall keep you posted. 

practical means pertaining to actual use as opposed to ideal or theoretical. 
Practicable means usable, workable, capable of being put into use. 
She is a practical dressmaker. The proposed substitute for hook and 
eye is not practicable. 

prefer should not be followed by than or rather. It is not a comparative 
form. It should be followed bv to, above, or before. I prefer the 
roll-top desk to the flat-top desk. The former is preferable to the 
latter, as far as I'm concerned. 

prescribe (see proscribe) 

pretty is too frequently used for very. 

principal, principle. The former, as a noun, means head or chief as well 
as capital sum; as an adjective, highest or best in rank of importance. 
Principle means truth, belief, policy, conviction, or general hypothesis. 

profit, gain. Gain refers to transactions that are conducted on a large 
scale, income fron which is attended with some irregularity and 
uncertainty. Profit refers to income that accrues in a mure or less 
regular manner, as a just reward for industry. His investments show 
remarkable gams. His investment in oil nets him large annual profits. 

promise should never be used to indicate assurance. F^romise always im- 
plies futurity. Say / assure you, he was ashamed; not He was ashamed, 
I promise you. 

proposal, proposition. A proposal is something placed before one, or more 
than one, for acceptance or rejection, usually concerning a course of 
action; a proposition is a formal statement or exposition presented for 
consideration rather than for immediate action. It is too loosely used 
in the sense of plan, task, question, problem. My proposal for the 
income blank is now ready. I shall outline my proposition at the 
meeting. 

proscribe means to outlaw or ostracize. The noun form is proscription. 
Do not confuse with prescribe, meaning to give, as a law or a direc- 
tion. Its noun form is prescription, lie has been proscribed as result 
of his criminal record. A thoro overhauling of the bcoks is prescribed. 
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prosecute means to follow up regularly and without injurious intent; to 
start legal procedure. Do not confuse with persecute meaning to pur- 
sue with injurious intent. He prosecutes his duty faithfully in spite 
of an employer who persecutes him. 

proven should not be used for proved as the past participle of prove. It 
may be used as an adjective. 

providinji is the present participle of provide. It should not be used for 
if, provided, on condition that. Fll go provided you wish me to is 
correct. 

prox. is the abbreviation of the Latin word proximo meaning next. It is 
correct in legal documents to indicate next month, but not in com- 
mercial letters. Indicate a month by its full name. 

purpose refers to what lies in our own minds as an act of will; propose 
refers to what we say or offer to others. What we propose is open 
to deliberation, whal we purpose is not. In case we propose some- 
thing to or by ourselves, not stated to others, then propose means 
practically the same as purpose. I purpose to deal squarely in busi- 
ness. f propose to help you in this way // you will let me. Do not 
use propose in the sense of intend. 

put, in such expressions as put up with, put over, put out, put in, puf 
across, is a much overused “slang assistant.” Avoid its use in these 
connections. 

quite is too frequently used for very or rather. Its real meaning is really, 
truly, wholly, positively. It is to be avoidcti in all such uses a^ quite 
some, quite a few, quite a job, quite a little, quite a lot, quite some 
work. 

raise, ri.se. Raise should never be used as a noun, and rise but seldom. 
My salary was raised; not / got a raise in salary. Say This ynan will 
rise to the top. This mans rise is assured and The rise and fall of 
Sovietism are acceptable. 

rarely ever, seldom ever. Ever is superfluous in these combinations. Do 
not say seldom i rarely) or ever. We .seldom {rarely) or never go 
there and We seldom {rarely), if ever, go there are correct forms. 
Rarely, scarcely, hardly ‘»hould not be used in negative expressions. 
Say / rarely see him; not / dont rarely sec him. Say I have scarcely 
any; not I haven’t scarcely any. 

rd (or d) should not be used after a ftgure to indicate an ordinal in a 
letter. Write 3 or third, not 3d or 3rd. Figures and letters combined 
to stand for a word are hybrid forms. 

real, really, very. Real is an adjective; it should not therefore be used 
for the ad verbs really and very. Say We want you Lo know whal a 
very (really) high-grade water ml this is, not We want you to know 
what a real high-grade material this is. Say This is a very good offer; 
not This is a real good offer. Really shoukl be placed as closel>' as 
possible to the word it modifies. Say / think he really has it right at 
last; not / really think he has it right at last, fhere arc circum- 
stances, however, under which the latter may be correct, tiio they 
would be rare (see page 147). 
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reason should not be followed by because, because of, due to, on account 
of. It is in a way a synonym for all of these terms. Say The reason 
for bis leaving was that his services were unsatisfactory to the man- 
ager; not The reason for his leaving was because of or due to or on 
account of unsatisfactory services. 

receipt is almost exclusively a business letter word. In conversation we 
say on receiving your message, not on receipt of your message. The 
former is, therefore, better in letters. 

recent date means nothing. Name the date specifically or, if this cannot 
be done, iilentily follow-up by referring to the subject of a letter or 
by quoting briefly from it. 

reckon means to look upon or consider in a more general sense than by 
means of sheer computation or calculation. Do not use it loosely 
for think, guess, believe, fancy. 

remit, send. Remit means to send in return foi something. Send means 
to cause or direct to go or pass. Please send me the following articles 
and I shall remit the amount due. 

respectable means worthy of respect, of good and fair repute; respectful 
means showing regard for, respective means several or separate or 
sequential by units He was respec table m appearance, and he was 
respectful to his superiors when he greeted theyn in their respective 
offices. Do not say yours respectively for yours respectfully. 

right away, right off, right quick, right smart should not be used in the sense 
of quickly or immediately 

run should not be used for its imperfect tense ran. It should not be used 
in the sense of manage or operate, condition, or appearance. Do not 
say How do they run? when von mean to ask the general appearance 
and condition of a number of things. Do not say He runs the house 
orgayi when \^ou mean that some one manages the house organ. 

same should not be us-‘d as a pronoun, in place of it, they, that, and other 
pronouns. Lixccplion may be made To this rule in legal phraseology. 
Ill reply to ^ame is incorrect. Like advice and favor, same gives 
letters a hackneyed tone. In legal phraseologv same is correctly used 
as a pronoun. 

say should not be u.sed at the beginning of every remark you make (see 
listen). I say is a similarly bad piefalory signal in conversation. 

scarcely (see rarely and than). 

scared of is sometimes colloquial for scared at. Use the latter instead. 
Scared about is also permissible. 

set is singular; sets, plural. Do not use the former with a plural verb. 
Say 'This ^et is perfect, and Two seis are perfect; not Two set are 
perfect. 

shall, will. When in doubt always u.se shall in the first person, will in 
the second and third persons. In nine cases out of ten you will 
probably be right. So used, shall and will express simple future time. 
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Shall used in the second and third persons expresses willingness, desire, 
or determination, and will used in the first person does the same. 
/ will not sign the requisition indicates determination, / shall sign 
the requisition indicates mere future time. You shall sign and he 
shall sign indicate no willing on the part of the subject but rather 
forced determination from without. In most cases will in the first 
person and shall in the second and third persons may be kept clear 
by the user’s remembering that will refers to actual exercise of the 
subject’s will power, and shall to the will power of another exercised 
upon him; that will is subjective and shall objective. 

shape should be used sparingly in the sense of condition, circumstance, 
situation. Do not say How do they shape up?' for What is the general 
appearance or condition? Do not say He left the paper in good shape 
for He left the paper in good condition. 

shoot is objectionable slang for proceed, tell me, go ahead. Do not use it 

show is to be avoided in the sense of opportunity or chance. Say He 
never had an opportunity : not He never had a show. This word has 
long been used colloquially to indicate an entertainment of some kind. 
Followed by up — show up — it becomes a phrasal vulgarism. 

sick of is slang for tired of. In biblical language sick of a fever is correct 
usage. Sick with is equally good in this sense. Do not say sick from. 

sight should not be used to indicate excessive amount. Say We have much 
wheat; not We have a sight of wheat. 

sit, set. The former means to take position; the latter to place in p/^sition. 
Sit is usually intransitive; set, transitive. Stand, lie, rest, repose may 
usually be substituted for .set. Say The typewriter stands on the table; 
not The typewriter sets on the table. Say The ledger lies on the shell: 
not The ledger sets on the shelf. But note these exceptions’ 1 he sun 
sets over the hills. Her dress sets (or sits) well across the shoulders. 
He .set forth on his trip to visit the trenches; and the British She sits 
her horse well. 

size. Do not use the expression size up to indicate estimate or judge. 
Do not use it in imperfect tense form to denote large or small. 7 hese 
shoes are large sized is a vulgarism, as is also How do the apples size 
up? We sell the larger-sized coats and We sell coats of all sizes are 
correct, 

80 should be used corrclatively with as in negative statements. It is not 
so warm as it was. It should not be used alone for so that. Say / 
hope I succeed, so that I may he promoted; not I hope J pass, so (or 
so as) I may he promoted. Say It was screwed to the desk so that it 
would hold; not It was screwed to the desk so it would hold. Do not 
U.SC so alone to modify an adverb or adjective. So slowly, so beautiful 
are vague and indefinite expressions. 

some should not be used in the sense of somewhat or of good, real, fine, 
remarkable. It is slang in That was some speech you made. 

some time should be written as two words when time is a noun modified 
by some; as one word when used as an adjective; sometimes is an 
adverb and is never written as two words. 
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somewheres is a vulgarism for somewhere. Do not use it. 

sort of (see hind of) 

St should not be used after a figure to indicate an ordinal in a letter. 
Write 1 or first, not 1st. Figures and letters combined to stand for a 
word are hybrid forms. 

stand for should not be used in the sense of allow, permit, countenance, 
endure. 

start. Do not use in and out in excess after this word. Both are really 
implied in it. 

state (would state) should be used little if at all in business letters. It is 
hackneyed and high-sounding. Usually one of these may be used 
instead — acknowledge, acquaint, affirm, announce, assert, attest, con- 
tend, convey, deilare, explain, express, give, inform, inquire, maintain, 
mention, notify, observe, prescribe, proftss, pronounce, propose, recite, 
refer, relate, remark, say, speak, submit, suggest, talk, tell, urge, twice. 

steal should not be used as a noun. Do not speak of a big steal or of 
some one*s making or getting a steal on you. 

strenj^th. length. Be sure to pronounce the g in these words. Do not say 
or write strenth and tenth . 

such, preceding a relative clause, requires the relative pronoun as to com- 
plete Ihe sentence. Say We shall conduct the inquiry under such 
regulations as the court prescribes, not We shall conduct the inquiry 
under such regulations that the court prescribes. Such docs not mean 
very, and should nf)t be used for it. Not / had such a hard time of 
it; but / had a very hard time of it. 

sure, used for surely or certainly, is slang. The proper answer to Are you 
sincere? is surely, not sure. 

surprise has little if any place in business letters. Say We are sorry you 
have had difficulty with the container; not We are surprised you have 
had difficulty with the container. 

suspect is the verb form of suspicion. Say suspected, not suspicioned. 

swank is slang (British) for high-class, aristocratic, swagger. Do not use it. 

swell is the corresponding American slang term for swank. Do not use it 
in the sense of fashionable, stylish, excellent, fine. 

take. Do not use in after take to rnean attend eel. You do not take in a 
show; you see or attend one. To be taken in, that is, to be cheated, 
is a colloquial use of this word. Do not say take and as prefatory 
to some contemplated action, as, take and stir, take and go, take 
and type. The latter verb is in each example usually sufficient. 

teach means to impart knowledge, to instruct; learn means to gather or 
acquire knowledge. He taught us how to use the adding machine and 
we were eager to learn. 
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tell should not be used as a noun in the sense of gossip, chat, rumor. Do 
not say / never heard tell of such a thing. 

th should not be used after a figure to indicate an ordinal in a letter. 
Write 4 or fourth, not 4th. Figures and letters combined to stand 
for a word are hybrid forms. 

than should be used after the comparative degree. After no sooner, no 
better, no earlier, and other negative comparatives than, not when, is 
correct. Say We had no sooner added the column than new figures 
were brought to us; not We bad no sooner added the column when 
new figures were brought to us. Say Scarcely had we added the 
column when new figures were brought to us, not Scarcely had we 
added the column than new figures were brought to us. 

that is a relative pronoun used to refer to persons, animals, things. It 
should not used as an adverb of degree. Say It wa% so badly done 

we could not use it; not It was that inaccurate. Do not say that 
there or (plural) those there. Do not use tho%e to modify kind or 
sort. That is preferably used with restrictive clauses. 

them is in the objective case. Do not use it in a possessive sense. Them 
books is wrong. Those books is correct. 

there should not be used after that or those to emphasize what you say. 
That there and those there (and, of course, thejn there) ate vulgarisms. 
But Those, there 07i the table, are mme is correct (sec here). 

therefor stands for a prepositional phrase, for that, for this, for it, for the 
matter referred to- I did the work, and am responsible therefor 
Therefore is a conjunction of reason, result, conclusion, addition, mean- 
ing (in the first two offices) for that rea.son or cau.se. I did the work, 
and am therefore responsible. I did the work and am respotiMe 
therefor. 

thing is greatly overused. It should never be applied to a person. Aim to 
get from the dictionary the specific equivalent for it whenever you 
are templed to use it loosely. 

this should not be u.sed as an adverb of degree. Say The ink ha^ never 
heeft .so thick before, not The ink has never been this thick before 
Do not .sav This here or (plural) these here. Do not use ihe\e to 
modify kind or sort. 

thru should not be used as a verb. Say I am done with him, not I am 
thru with him. 

thru an oversight on our part, your order has not been shipped. It is better 
to say Thru our oversight your order has not been shipped (.see pari) 

together should not be used after such words as collect, collaborate, com- 
bine, cooperate, correlate, unite. 

ton is singular. Say three tons; not three ton. 

try and should not be used for try to. Try to go is correct: not Irv and 
go. The infinitive to go is object of the verb try 
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ult. is the abbreviation of the Latin word ultimo meaning last. It is cor- 
rect in legal documents to indicate last month, but not in commercial 
letters. Indicate a month by its full name. 

unique means the only one of a kind. It cannot, therefore, be compared. 
Do not say more unique or moit unique. Do not confuse with rare 
which means uncommon or infrequent. 

up. .\void the excessive use of this word in slang and colloquial expres- 
sions. End up, show up, pay up, stand up, loosen up, divide up, start 
up, turn up, wa^h up, finish up, dry up, polish up, wipe up, connect up, 
cripple up, open up, close tip, settle up, scratch up, bungle up are a 
few of the expressions more or less commonly u.sed in which up is 
superfluous. 

up to you is slang for your work or your responsibility. Say That task is 
lor you to do; not That's up to you. 

use, no use, what use, are frequently badly used without the preceding of. 
Say of no use. of what use. 

used to have, used to could. These are illiterate forms for / once had and 
/ once could, respectively. 

usen’t. There no such word. Do not use it for was not accustomed to. 
Do not say / useyit to for formerly I did not. 

very and too are preferably not used immecliatelv preceding a participle 
to modify it. An adverb .should be placed between the participle and 
these words. Very much pleased, rather than vety pleased; too sen^ 
ously hurt, rather than too hurt, very greatly handicapped, rather than 
very handicapped. 

valued favor is not a synonym fer letter. Do not use it (..sec esteemed 
favor). 

vocation, avocation. Avo.ation is minor or subsidiary occupalioit; voca- 
tion, major, systematic, and remunerative employment. 

wait. I'ollowed by on — wait on — implies service of some kind, followed by 
for — itait for — implies awaiting Do noi say Til wait on you for ten 
minutes when you mean that you will awaii or wait for some one. 

want to should not be used for should, ought, must. Say Yon must keep 
that drawer locked; not You want to keep that drawer locked. 

way is singular, and should be kept singular used niter Utile, short, long. 
Say a little way, a short way, a long way: not a little ways, a short 
ways, a long ways. Do not use the plural form after any; say anyway, 
not anyways. Do not use way in the s*'nse of away. Say Tm going 
away down south, not Tm going zcay down south. 

well is an adverb, and should properly be used therefore only in the 
modification of verbs, adjectives, and other adverhs. Do not u.se it 
in place of good. lie looks well. It will be well worth your while to 
take the job (see good). 
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i^hat should not be used for that after hut. Say They do not know but 
that he will come; not They do not know but what he will come 
(see but). 

when, while. The former refers to time as definite and complete; the 
latter, to time in progress or duration. When he arrives let me know. 
While you were out, / wrote a letter. 

where should not be used to introduce a noun clause. Say I see that 
Ferguson has gone out of business; not I see where Ferguson has gone 
out of business. Do not use at or to after questions beginning with 
where. Say Where is the ink? not Wheit is the ink at? Say Where 
are you going? not Where are you going to? (See at.) 

whether does not have to be followed by or not unless emphasis is required. 
Say I do not know whether he is right; not I do not know whether 
he is right or not. Whether and or are correlatives, not whether and 
if. Say Kindly tell us whether we shall manufacture a new lot; not 
kindly tell us if we shall manufacture a new lot. 

which is a relative pronoun referring to both animals and things. It may 
introduce both restrictive and non-restrictive clauses. Do not use 
which to refer to persons. 

who refers to persons. It may introduce both restrictive and non-restric- 
tive clauses. Do not use who to refer to animals or things. 

wholesome refers to that which is good for one physically or n^rally, as, 
wholesome food, wholesome atmosphere for young peple (see healthful). 

whose should not be used as the possessive of which. It is the possessive 
of who only, unless the thing referred to by which is commonly per- 
sonified (like ship, for instance), in which case whose may be used as 
the possessive of, which. Where in which is awkward whose is, how- 
ever, coming into general use. 

with .should not be superflumisly used after such words as done, in, over, 
out, thru. 

without, unless. The former is a preposition or an adverb; the latter, a 
conjunction. Say I shall not go without you or / shall not go unless 
you not / shall not go without you do. In lie waits without, 
without is an adverb. 

worse is the comparative form of bad, and worst is the superlative. Say 
If worse comes to worst; not If worst comes to worst. We go from 
bad to worse and from worse to worst, or from good to better and 
from better to best. 

would have should not be used for had in conditional clauses. Say If he 
had balanced the books correctly he might have been promoted; not 
If he would have balanced the books correctly, he might have been 
promoted. 

would say and wish to say are obsolete. Speak directly. Do not use such 
roundabout expressions. 
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writer should not be used in business letters in a strained and self-conscious 
effort to avoid using I or me. Say Your note has been referred tc 
me; not Your note has been referred to the writer or to the under- 
signed. 

your Mr. Jones is no longer in good use. Say Mr. Jones, your representa-^ 
Uve or your director. 

Commencing 

Since first impressions are lasting, the opening of a letter, like 
the opening of any other piece of worthwhile expression, should 
be direct and engaging. It should be objective, that is, it should 
aim always to touch some interest of the person for whom it is 
intended, the one who is to read it. Not so very long ago this 
essential quality in the opening of a letter was interpreted and 
taught to mean that the yo7^-attilude — even the word you itself 
— must be used prominently in this position. And it is good to 
do this to a degree, provided it is done easily and naturally and 
not too obviously (see page 124). There are other ways, how- 
ever, of engaging the attention of a reader. A third-personal 
interest, such as baseball or football for instance (see page 17), 
may sometimes initiate reader-hold quite as effectively as any 
sort of deliberate second-personal "'play.'’ A domestic note, a 
general business note, a general-affairs note — gracefully linked 
with the prospect and the subject-matter of the letter — may prove 
quite as inescapable as the concentrated yoje-focus. A too 
conscious effort to ‘'star*' YOU may result in complete estrange- 
ment. 

While it is advisable not to open a letter with / or we or wn’th any 
other phraseology that may tend to make it subjective, this rule 
like other good rules has its exceptions. There are good letters — 
sometimes prize-winning letters — that not only ignore but seem- 
ingly defy the rule. The important thing to remember, however, 
is that the rules of the game had better be followed by the 
majorit}', and that the exceptional rule-breaker succeeds not 
because he breaks the rule but because he is able to instil other 
qualities that overweigh such violation. 

These are good definite openings: 

— 4'he parts you want were shipped this morning. 

— You shall have those lockers on the date you specify. 

— Your boxes are ready and we are awaiting your directions for 
shipping. 

— Vour representative, Mr. Harold B. Davis, will present our case to 
you on his return. 
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The opening of a letter should, therefore, be fresh (in the proper 
sense), direct, engaging, sympathetic, objective, attractive, posi- 
tive, unusual (but in no sense freakish). A single word that links 
explicitly with something that has preceded in correspondence 
may be very^ood. "Yes. We like those samples" and “Thanks. 
I'hose shirts are everything you promised they would be" are 
openings taken from prize letters. The opening of a letter should 
not be stereotyped, negative, aggressive, fawning, careless, dull, 
impertinent, freakish. Neither, of course, should any other part 
of a letter. But the qualities suggesUd by these words would 


be especially bad at the very bcj 
formula, then, the opening of ; 
letter, should be 

THIS 

objective rather than subjective 
positive rather than negative 
direct and immediate rather than 
introductory or preliminary 

THIS 

You arc quite right about those 
lamp shades. 

Thank you for notifying us promjU- 
ly about that bieakage. 

Your merchandise was shipt)ed this 
very morning. 


Thank you for your letter of the 
twelfth. 

May 1 ask you to consider the fol- 
lowing. please, in relation to the 
position you have open? 


Your order of March tenth is ap- 
preciated. 


;inning. By way of summary or 
letter, especially of a business 

NOT THIS 

aggressive 

hackneyetl 

participial 

uninteresting 

NOT THIS 

We have >’(>ur letter of the tcntli 
about those lamp shades. 

Your complaint about •the break- 
age is just at hand. 

We are in receipt of your order 
of May third, and have pleasure 
in informing, you that the goods 
went forward this morning. 

) our esteemed favor of the twelfth 
is at hand and contents noletl. 

I'm the party you ought to have 
in that vacant position. 


Acknowledging 
Answering 
Complying with 

Confirming I yours of March 

Noting I tenth 

Referring to 
Rej-Hying to 
Welcoming 


After all, it is primarily the tone conve3^ed that makes a lettei 
opening good or bad. The foregoing exposition emphasizes the 
qualities that tend to make it good and {hose that tend to make it 
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bad. In the examples below it should be noted that sometimes 
a joi^-appeal, sometimes surprise (not shock), sometimes a ques- 
tion, sometimes an exclamation, sometimes a courteous command, 
sometimes an arresting declaration may yield exactly the in- 
triguing quality desired. Perhaps there are a few that violate 
some of the qualities mentioned above as essentials. All have 
been taken from actual letters. Unanimity of approval of these 
openings is not expected. Like other illustrations in this book, 
they are presented with the understanding that different enter- 
prises require different and ever-changing letter treatment (see 
preface). If they do nothing more than reveal the fact that 
openings may be successfully written without leaning upon 
participial phrases, they will have served an important purpose. 
All should be compared with letter openings that precede and 
follow in this book. 

Cjood openings from friendly letters by literary persons (see 
pages I to 110): 

— I am going to be married. — Lord Ih ron 

— What shall I say for myself? — John Keats 

— Throw yourself on tlie world. — Charles L.amb 

— Now let us begin to quaricl. — Charlotte Bronte 

— Of course I am a rogue!— Robert Louis Stevenson 

— Here I am at Haworth once more. — Charlotte Bronte 

— I’m beginning really to have hopes of you. — John Ruskin 

— And it is a year since \\c parted fiom you'^ — Charles Lamb 

— \'ou will think me a beast for my silence. — Robert Buchanan 

— You have seen in the papers . . . — Idi/abeth Barrett Browning 

— Blessings on your kind heart, my vlear Dickens — hrancis JofTrey 

— It is boring to trouble you \\ith such “small gear." — Lord Byron 

— It is orlle cold here and I don’t know what t(» do. — Ldward Lear 

— Set me down as a wretch — but hear me. — Llizabeth Barren Brown- 
ing 

— Nobody more and more justly talked of than yourself. — Sydney 
Smith 

—So you insist upon my taking my poem to town with me.— Thomas 
Moore 
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— You may count this as two letters and give me credit accordingly. 
— James Russell Lowell 

— After many offs and ons I have at last concluded a treaty with 
Constable. — Walter Scott 

— And it is a year since we parted from you at the steps of Edmonton 
stage? — William Wordsworth 

— I send you a little line and shake your hand across the water. — 
William Makepeace Thackeray 

— Though I did not like the date of your last letter, I liked the rest 
of it very well. — William Temple 

— This is a pretty state of things! Seven o*clock and no word ol 
breakfast! — Robert Louis Stevenson 

— Oh, my! 1 wonder whether I shall hear tomorrow moining, and 
what 1 shall hear! — Jane Welsh Carlyle 

— Mv dear Sir — (which 1 will exchange for your own name if >ou 
will set me example) — Edward E'itz-Gerald 

— The only impression left by you on my mind is an increased desire 
to see you again. — Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

—No one has so good a title as you to command me in all my 
strength and in all my w'eakness. — Walter Scott 

— A traveler once entered a western hole! in America and went up 
to the clerk in his box (as the custom is in that country) and 
ordered chicken for his dinner, the clerk, without any trouble in 
his face, put his hand into his desk, and drew out a derringer, 
wherewith he covered the newcomer and said in a calm historic 
voice “Stranger. >’ou will not have chicken, you will have hash.” 
— William .Morris 

These openings have been used in successful letters of application 
{see pages 294 to 30^): 

— The above adverti.scment clipped from the interests me for 

the following reasons. 

— May I submiit the following statement of qualifications and experi- 
ence in answer to your advertisement for a in the morn- 
ing ? 

— Will you please consider me for the position you have to offer as 
indicated in the advertisement pasted above, from the evening 


— You need a thoroly trained and experienced stenographer, accord- 
ing to the advertisement pasted and noted above. Will you please 
consider my qualifications as here listed. 

— I am writing you in the hope that my education and experience 
in accounting will meet the requirements of the posiiion you have 
to offer. 
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— In follow-up to your advertisement for an experienced secretary 
may I ask you to consider, please, my equipment for the job, as 
follows. 

— May I offer you my services in response to your advertisement 

in the evening -? (I attach the advertisement at the inside- 

address position.) I'ollowing is a seriatim statement of my educa- 
tion, experience, and other qualifications for the position. 

— In answer to your advertisement for a in the morning 

I submit the following items regarding myself as a candidate for 
the position, along with copies of testimonials. 

— The following details of my education and experience will, I hope, 
entitle me to serious consideration for the position you have to 

offer, according to your advertisement in this morning's , 

enclosed with stamps in the cellophane envelope. 

— Your advertisement (pasted above) seems to spell opportunity for 
me, if >ou will [lardon my optimism. Will you please consider 
the following facts in regard to my education, experience, parentage, 
character, and previous earnings, and tell me whether the “spelling" 
is correct? For vour reply I enclose a stamped addressed envelope 
in which you will find copies of recommcMidations as well as my 
photograph. 

These ^ood openings are taken from the letters of a business 
manager who dictates hundreds every week on the various sub- 
jects involved in general merchandising — letters of the ''daily 
round” (see pages 310 to 311 ): 

— ^'es, w'e have a complete stock of Marvlo Products, and for your 
use in ordering we enclose a list of prices and item numbers. 

— You may be sure that there will be “big goings-on” at that next 
meeting, so keep the date religiously, please? 

— Just as soon as you notify us nf the number and the year of your 
machine, we shall send ^ou the required part, d'he enclosed card 
provides the necessary fill-ins, and it is stamped and addressed. 

--Thank >011 for \-our order The go-^ls are now being packed and 
will be on their wa}’ In you by noon toda)'. 

— Inasmuch as we deliver by wagon in Oronta during the summer, 
we are refunding the amount of express charges you so kindly pre- 
paid. 

— Your contention is quite reasonable, of couise, and we shall do 
everything possible to make the dcliwry companies understand the 
special circuinsiances, 

— You mav be sure that we shall cooperate with you heartily in your 
efforts to pass this highly desirable legislation. 

— Is it possible for us to arrive at a better understanding in regard 
to those every-other-day deliveries? 
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— The number that you refer to will be found in the supplement tc 
our catalog, copy of which we enclose and mark. 

— While we share your feelings about the Coley problem, we are 
unable at present to help you with any solution. 

It is shown elsewhere that letters of claim lend themselves 
naturally to the acid tone. Those to whom unsatisfactory mer- 
chandise has been sent are likely to feel ruffled, even when they 
themselves are at fault. The following claim openings (more 
than mere openings in some cases) may, therefore, he worthy of 
special notice here (see pages 3i2 to 341): 

— It’s probably my own fault that the wrong size of presser has been 
delivered to me, but will you please bring me a number ten as 
soon as possible and take the smaller one away? 

— Many seasons ago. when I became one of your first subscribers. 
I was told that as the years went by, my seats would be made 
belter and better. See what's happened to me now! 

— We were very sorry indee^l to be obliged to refuse your merchandise 
when it was delivered. But it was tv\o weeks late, and we had been 
unable to get word from you even after telegraphing. 

— Are we wrong in thinking that your last shipment to u^ucloes not 
measure up in quality to former shipments of (]astlo-Ray? We arc 
reluctant to place any more orders until we have had a talk with 
your manager. 

— You did your best. I know, and I'm appreciative. But I shall have 
to trouble you just once more. 

— When your wagon called 1 was not home, and the maid did not 
understand. So will you please call again at your convenience for 
that table? 

— Sorry to be a nuisance, but those curtains are not right yet. If 
Mr. Newman can call on Priday between nine and twelve, I shall 
make it a point to be here. 

— May we ask you to examine the enclosed sheet of paper and com- 
pare it w'ith the sample from w'hich we requested our order filled^ 
We think there has been a mistake somewhere. 

— Now that I have the dress at home, I do not like it, and I must 
ask you to call for it and let me come in to look at another. 

— .Somewhere out in the wide open spaces that carton of bi.scuits must 
have been exposed to rain, for they were dough when they reached 
us. If you will send us another carton right away, we shall be very 
much obliged. We shall keep the other one for Mr. Davis when 
he calls, and we shall also give him the station agent’:, affidavit 
as to the condition of the biscuits when received. 
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These are openings of adjustment letters that brought about ami- 
cable understandings and retained business (see pages 332 to 341): 

— Your account will be credited with the amount of purchase price 
immediately you return the goods to us. 

— Your order has been revised as you wish, and the merchandise will 
be delivered to you by special messenger tomorrow. 

— Shirts of correct size and quality go to you from our shop imme- 
diately by special delivery. 

— You were altogether right in refusing to receive the merchandise. 

— You have us entirely at your mercy, and we shall accept any sug- 
gestion you may care to make toward an entirely satisfactory 
adjustment. 

— The delay in delivering your merchandise is very much regretted 
by us. You have ever\' right to complain. 

— We are very sorry indeed that you found the merchandise to be 
unsatisfactory when >'ou examined it at home. 

— Of course we want nothing so much as a fair and agreeable adjust- 
nuMil of this misunderstanding. Won't }'ou please let us know just 
when it will be suitable for you to make an appointment with our 
manager? 

— Won't you please reconsider the withdrawal of your subscription, 
and let u.s try to gel you more desirable seals for the season? 

--Please .send the goods at our expense to our nearest branch, and 
w'o guarantee that satisfactor> replacement will be made in a few 
Jay.s. 

— Ir is our mistake entirelv, and \vc apologize. If \’ou will have the 
brackets ready to be picked up tomorrow (Thursda>) morning, 
our wagon will call with the proper ones 

— It dcxjsn't matter at all who made the error. We are responsible 
in the last analysis, and we shall see to it that correction is made 
at once. 

— Inasmuch as the goods >'ou mention w'crc sokl at a greatly reduced 
price and were marked as .seconds at the sale at which you bought 
them, w'e are afraid that w'e cannot take them back. But it >ou 
will explain in detail what the dissatisfaction is. wc are sure that we 
shall be able to make you a satisfactory allowance on them. 

— We are sorrv that you are dissatisfi^i with the seats assigned to 
>ou for the season. Please return the tickets to us, and we shall 
try to impiove the location for you a little later as occasional 
cancellations come in. 

—We do not honestly feel that we can make any further concessions 
in the negotiation, and we hope you will agree, to turn the issues 
over to tlie board of arbitration. 
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— You want to be fair, of course. So do we. Won’t you please, 
therefore, indicate an arbitrator in this case, permit us to name 
one, and let these two select a third? 

These openings have been used in successful coClection letters 
(see pages 370 to 393): 

— How about that ?28.71 that you owe us????? 

— You have disappointed us — again — and-^^-again — we are sorry! 

— Your credit is still good with us — but it won't be much longer! 

— Heretofore your checks have come in so punctually that we fed 
sure your failure to settle your May account long ago must be an 
oversight. 

— Your remittance, please, to cover your long-overdue indeblec^ne^^^ 
And why not immediately? 

— Now please tell us just what the trouble is? Haven’t we the riglil 
to know? 

— You have evidently overlooked — or haven’t you? — that small amount 
of $41.93 that has been due us now for four months? 

Surprise is not the w'ord for it! We are shocked and asfonishtv'-- 
and ashamed. Your long outstanding indebtedness to us belittle., 
us AND IT IS UNWORTHY OV YOU ! 

— Here’s that hardware bill again — in duplicate — one copy goes to 
your office desk and one to your home desk. And it's going to be 
paid soon, we know! 

— You know perfectly well that we cannot hold this account open 
indefinitely. We know that we have no intention of doing so' 

— To continue the story of that $158.10 that you have been owing 
us for — all too long! But please don’t wait for the sequences for 
there's going to be a flash-back or a flash-out very, very soon now! 

— You have not replied to our appeals which we have certainly kept 
patient at the cost of great restraint. Now just listen to this: 

— Our creditors are pressing us. We must press you. And we are 
pretty sure that you will yield to the particular kind of pressure 
that we shall certainly bring to bear if that bill is not met by . 

— We have written you letters. We have sent you telegrams. We 
have telephoned you. We have sent personal representatives to see 
yx)u. We are now going to sue — not because we wish to but be^ 
cause there seems to be no other way. 

— Unless you pay us what you owe us by we shall turn over 

to our attorneys, , of , all the papers concerned in 

the case of your indebtedness to us which, we cannot help feeling 
by this time, you would rather not pay! 
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The following openings have been taken from sticcessful sales 
letters (see pages 398 to 441): 

— Have you tried the new velvet blade? 

— You may save time, money, and energy. 

— Today is yours — tomorrow may not be. 

— I met a friend of yours the other day. 

— For you this month ma}' be the test month. 

— Haven't you often wished you could save more? 

— You were looking in our window the other day. 

— Was that you looking in our window the other day? 

— You want to provide for the family, don't you? 

— You are improving all the time. But are we all? 

— Will you please allow me to discuss this w'ith you? 

— You will say that you have rarely seen such values. 

—That new home of yours — how are you going to heat it? 

— Your clothes are always in the best of taste and you wear them 
with distinction. 

— Use the enclosed sample at once please. Then form your own con- 
clusions. We have no fears about yamr impression. 

— At the request of one of your neighbors we are sending you a few 

samples of our very latest which, we hope, will be of interest 

to you. 

—Under other cover our very latest patterns arc sent to you tC/day, 
and we call your attention to the following points of special interest 
and value. 

— If you will be so good as to make the mark required on the enclosed 
prepaid card and mail it to us this day, you will receive a sample 
of that that is revolutionizing the market. 

— In order that our pleasant business relationship may be continued 
and expanded, we are calling your attention to the following unusual 
offerings. 

— Your interest in cooking utensilry will be increased a hundred-fold 
once you have sampled our Dime-Thin-Steel cookers. May we send 
you one item on approval? 
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— Won't you please examine the enclosed samples and price quotations, 
and tell us frankly whether you have ever met their equal anywhere 
in the merchandising field? 

— The extraordinary quality stocks of ■ and Company have just 

been taken over by us, and we are giving our old friends first 
option on them, llere are a few of the thrilling values: 

— Suitings for the new season have just come in, and we are giving 
you first opportunity to see and feel some of the most attractive 
fabrics it has ever been our privilege %.o show you. 

— Have you tried the new breakfast food IVbealery-Wheatf If not. 

call , reversing charges, and you shall have such a breakfast 

tomorrow as you may never have had before. 


Such openings as these should be studiously avoided, especially 
in sales letters (see pages III, 1 16, and 126) • 


We beg to say 
Just a moment 
Never say die 
We would state 
Attached hereto 
We would advise 
In regard to the 
We take pleasure 
We beg to inform 
Enclosed herewith 
In reply would say 
Permit us to advise 
Enclosed please find 
In the month of June 
You are losing money 
Don't miss this offer 
Replying to your favor 
Esteemed favor at hand 
Wake up — Spring’s here 


Can wo interest you in 
?5.00().00().— that's us! 

You’re the people for me 
In compliance with yours 
Just leave everything to us 
And now, Old Boy, loosen up! 

I take pleasure in informing 
Regarding >our crmimunifation 
Contents of yours duly noted 
’N'ours of recent date at hand 
We are pleased to inform >'ou 
Let me call your attention to 
Pursuant to yours of even date 
I'm the man you’re looking for 
Can’t you afford to own a car? 
Here’s something good — for you 
I cK)k at this — I ook at that — 

It l^ oui understanding that— 
Yours of I"? inst. has come to hand 


This letter will be your salvation 
.May I be permitted to interest you in? 
Suppose \ou hadn’t a cent in the world! 
Here’s the biggest chance you ever had 
Yes, sir. We’re the people. Congratulate us. 
Don’t expect to succeed unless you own a 


It is better to hold to the established, conventional forms of 
salutation. Such vivacious salutations as the following may 
damage otherwise good letters (see page 243): 


My Boy 

Howdy, Eriend 

Morning, Partner 

Good morning, Mr. Ferguson 

Dear old Hoosier 

Here's to you, Mr. Ferguson 


My canny Comrade 
Dear Kind Lady! 
Sweet old 'fhing! 

You Old-Timer 
Paging Mr. Ferguson 
Mr. Ferguson, please 
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Closing 

Final impressions are also lasting. It is important to make the 
closing of a letter objective, direct, engaging, forceful, and 
impressive. Too often the closing of a business letter is either 
a repetition of something preceding — of the opening, it may be — 
or a conventional well-wishing phrase or sentence. The full and 
decisive stop, short of abruptness, of course, is desirable at the 
end of a letter, either business or friendly. The closing should 
likewise be specific, whether it is a statement or a question or a 
courteous command or an appeal. It should in other words be 
THIS NOT THIS 

a tlcTinite statement an abrupt word, phrase, or sen- 

a definite question tence 

a definite but courteous command a "smart” or freakish or aggressive 
a definite appeal or suggestion for expression 
action a hackneyed form or phrase 

a participial phrase 


'I'hese are good definite closings: 

— If you want more washers for the tubing, please sav the word. 

— Please give us a complete report, and we shall probably be able 
to help. 

—You are to be congratulated on the showing jou have made for 
the firm, 

--Thank you for letting us know about this. We shall go to work 
on it at once. 


Sometimes, as in the opening of a letter, brevity b\' way of a word 
or two is excellent as a closing. But the stereot)’ped and oblige, 
we arc, we remain, and other expressions of their iik, are not used 
in the best letter composition. This means that the participial 
phrase that as a rule anticipates such time-worn terms, is also 
definitely ruled out of letter closings. Some, even, of the most 
distinguished of writers have been kncjwn to lapse, into the 
dangling-participle error at the end of a letter. The participial 
construction needs to be watched carefulh' wherever it is used. 
It is used with greatest risks at t..c beginning and at the ending 
of letters. 


Assuring 
! loping 
Thanking 
i rusting 
Urging 
Wishing 


you 


.Anticipating 

Appreciating 

Awaiting 

Desiring 

P'xpecting 

Soliciting 


Nvour 


are all stereotyped participial closings or partici]nal “getaways,*' 
as they are called in some ofliccs. If the cliche must creep into 
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letters now and again, by all means keep it out of the first sen- 
tence and the last. In closing your letter let nothing interfere 
with your conveying to the reader exactly what it is your inten- 
tion to accomplish by the letter. He is to do something or you 
are to do something or a third person is to do something, or the 
letter probably would not have been written. Leave this definitely 
before him as you close. Do not smother it with participial and 
hackneyed balderdash. Close as you. begin, conversationally. 
You do not say to any one when you meet him, '"1 beg to let you 
know that 1 am well and hope you are the same,” or when you 
leave him “Assuring you of my very best wishes at all times 
and trusting that the cooperative relationship existing between 
us may be continued, I remain.” Such goose-quill interchange 
of civility would be almost insulting in face-to-face conversation. 
It is quite the same, if not worse, in the written conversation of 
letter composition. It should be clear, therefore, why your letter 
closing should be 

THIS NOT THIS 

As soon as we hear from you we Awaiting your detailed explanation 
shall ship the goods. as to just how you wish the goods 

shipped, and assuring 3^11 of our 
best services at all times, we are 

Depend upon us to help in this Extending to you our every assur- 
campaign of yours. ance of cooperation in the worthy 

campaign \'ou are making, and 
wishing you ail success. 

Will you please give Mr. Davis a Trusting that you will oblige by 
hearing when he calls next week? making the desired appointment 

with our Mr. Davis next week 

when he is in , we beg to 

remain. 

Do you think you can get the first It is our sincere hope that you will 

carton to us by the end of this find it possible to get the first of 

week? the cartons to us by the end of the 

week, and oblige 

Your prompt reply will enable us Assuring you of our every effort to 

to make delivery as and when you serve >'ou in this matter to your 

indicate. " complete and entire satisfaction, 

your prompt reply to our queries 
is eagerly awaited. 

Thanks. You've been a real help. May we express our heartfelt 

thanks for your helpfulness in the 
situation, and assuring you of our 
continued happine.ss in our con- 
genial business relationships, we 
are 
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The closings that follow, like the openings on page 183, are 
''taken from the life," and are presented with the same caution. 
By no means the least that may be said for them is that they 
"commit" no participial persiflage. These, too, should be com- 
pared with the closings of letters reproduced elsewhere in this 
book, and should be considered with the foregoing exposition in 
mind. 

Good closings from friendly letters by literary persons (see 
pages I to 110): 

—And bo it Rcx\s on. — Thomas Carlyle 

— Thank you for liking my play. — Charles Lamb 

— Do help us by a word every now and then. — Robert Browning 

— Now dinner's ready and 1 must say gexxi-bye. — Alfred Tennyson 

— I have now let it all out and I feel a great deal better.— Frederick 
Marryat 

— Friendly regards to all friends there from all friends here. — James 
Fhomson 

— Cod bless you, dear Barbara, ^’ou are very precious to us. — George 
Eliot 

— For God’s sake send me some gilt. 1 am terribly hard up just now. 
— Charles Lever 

— I have not left room to subscribe myself more than 

Affectionately yours, 

William Wordsworth 

— When will you write? On Tuesday, at farthest. God Bless vou 
ever! — jane Welsh Carlyle 

--God bless you, and 1 hope June will find you well and bring us 
together. — J anc Austen 

— The great evils one triumphs over bravel_v, but the little eat one's 
heart away. — Jane Welsh Carlyle 

— Beware of rashness, but with energy and sleepless vigilance go for- 
ward and give us victories. — .Abraham Lincoln 

— 'I'omorrow between two and five think of me at the Princess’s, 
with 1- ucy, Budge, and Mrs. 'ruffin.— Matlhew' Arnold 

—.And 1 think this is nearly all I have to say that you would care 
to read — and to answer briefl}' — as vou will? — Edward I'itz-Gerald 

—To fill up my letter 1 send you a sonnet of Charles Lamb's — 
“Leisure” — out ol his Alouin Versa — please to like it. — Edward Fitz- 
Gerald 
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— Which is all I remember at present necessary to lengthen this trou- 
ble, from, sir, your most humble and obedient servant. — William 
Temple 

—You fancy we envy you, but you are mistaken; we envy those you 
are with, for we cannot envy the man we love. Adieu. — John 
Gay 

— When I consider how many noble and estimable men, how many 
lovely and agreeable women, I have outlived among my friends 
and acquaintances, methinks it looks im^^ertinent for me to be alive. 
— William Temple 

— God bless you and yours, and good-bye! I drop these few lines as 
in a bottle from a ship water-logged, and on the brink of founder- 
ing, being in the last stage of dropsical debility; but though suffer- 
ing in body serene in mind. So without reversing my union-jack, 
1 await my last lurch. Till which, believe me, dear Moir, — Thomas 
Hood 

A postscript is a natural conversational afterthought or paren- 
thesis — an epistolary appendix that very often adds a spice and 
a piquancy to what might otherwise he a rather commonplace 
communication. Postscripts are in-character additions or per- 
sonality parentheses that may be as engaging as they are^pt to be 
incoherent, as witness: 

— Should you see "Hood's Own” advertised in any of your northern 
papers, it is not mv wife but the re-issue of The Comic. — Thomas 
Hood 

— We forgot my birthday on the twenty-third, so are keeping it today 
ex post facto, but not completely as usual, for 1 had no artillery 
to discharge at one o’clock. — Thomas Hood 

— Could not you and I contrive to meet this summer? Could you 
not take a run here alone? — Lord Byron 

— Here as in Greece they strew flowers on the tombs. 1 saw a quan- 
tity of rose-leaves, and entire roses, scattered over the graves at 
I errara. It has the most pleasing effect you can imagine. — Lord 
Byron 

— Marianne sends you a thousand loves, and longs, with myself, to 
try whether we can say or do one thing that can enable you and 
Mrs. Williams to bear up a little belter. But we rely on your 
great strength of mind. — Leigh Hunt 

— Don't forget my godson. You could not have fixed upon a fitter 
porter for his sins than I, being used to carry double without incon- 
venience. — Lord Byron 

— Pray how does poor Temple find himself in his new situation? Is 
Lord Lisburne as good as his letters were? What has come of the 
father and brother? Have you seen Mason? — Thomas Gray 
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— Have you got the new little dog? I have a whistle for him. — ^Jane 
Welsh Carlyle 

— That the view 1 give of myself may be complete I add the two 
following items — that I am in debt to nobody and that I grow fat. 
— William Cowper 

— When I concluded doubtless you did think me right, as well you 
might, in saying what 1 said of Scott; and then il was true, but 
now it is due to him to note, that since I wrote, himself and he 
has visited me. — William Cowper 

— I made a good joke: We had struggled up a steep mountain, and 
I rested at a tree, and asked why it w'as like a hospital counterpane. 
They gave it up, with abuse. ‘‘Because it's on top of the 'ill.” 
Wit. you see, does not depend upon locality. — Shirley Brooks 

These closings have been used hi successful letters of application 
( see pages 294 to 30^) : 

— I can easily make it possible to call at your convenience. 

— ^'on may call me at Orchard 5-7100 or address me at 840 Severance 
Avenue at any time. 

— My telephone is Main 1756: my addiess, 310 West Slate Street. 

I am at liberty to call at your o/fice at any time. 

— I shall appreciate an opportunity to talk with you personally, and 
can arrange to do so at any time at >our convenience. 

— If you don't mind, I should like an opportunity to present further 
recommend itions to you in person? 

— If you are interested in the foregoing statements — and I hope you 
are — I shall welcome an opportunity lor a personal interview at 
any time convenient to you. 

— Tho I am at present employed, I am nevertheless des’Tous of making 
the larger and mure promising connection that your advertisement 
offers. 

— Will you plea.se consider these facts about me and my work in 
connection wnlh the position, and let me come in to present still 
others and to talk with you? 

— 1 shall be very much obliged to you for weighing these qualifica- 
tion^' ot mine in relation to the position that you have to offer. 
And may 1 venture to express the hope that you will consider them 
favorably? 

— May I plea.si' look forw'ard to a telephone call (State 7743) or to 
a letter (452 Haverfonl Avenue) summoning ire to a personal inter- 
view? J am free for such appointment at any time most convenient 
to you. 
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What is said on page 186 regarding claim openings applies 
equally to claim closings. The following are worthy of study 
and comparison (see also pages 332 to 341): 

— Row G — two on the aisle! Nothing else will placate me — unless 
it be Row B! 

— Will you please help me to help my customers by making adjust- 
ment at once? Thank you. 

— Call me unreasonable if you like, but 1 must have the other sizes 
by noon tomorrow! 

— I shall be glad to receive your representative personally in regard 
to this adjustment. He will find me at my office during business 
hours every ddy next week. 

— An official referee will be most agreeable to me in this case pro- 
vided he is selected by mutual consent. 

— Sorry. I shall have to have the copper as ordered. Til take the 
responsibility. The important thing is to get it to me just as soon 
as you possibly can. 

— Will you please make this exchange at once without awaiting receipt 
of returned goods? 

— 1 am leaving tomorrow on the Twentieth-Century Limited — car 816, 
stateroom B, in case you cannot get them to my apartment b}' 
three p. m. 

— Much may be said on both sides, I know, and I'll take all the 
blame for fussiness. But tomorrow — by noon — PLEASI:? 

— I may be unreasonable, as you so trenchantly imply. But I'm the 
customer, and the customer is always right, isn't he? 

These closings have been clipped from successful adjustment 
letters written on a wide variety of business subject-matter (sec 
pages 332 to 341): 

— We shall try to do better — much better — in the future. 

— You have been most patient and considerate, and we thank you. 

— We are more than anxious to make complete amends for all the 
annoyance we have caused you. 

— A generous allowance will, of course, be made to you for the loss 
you have suffered. 

— ^The foregoing will prove to you, we hope, that we desire to be 
absolutely fair in this unfortunate situation. 

— Needless to say that we are more than sorry that you have been 
put to all of this unnecessary inconvenience. 
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—The carriage charges to and from are, we repeat, to be borne by us. 

— This arrangement will, we trust, atone in some small way for the 
great embarrassment we have caused you. 

— Please write us fully as to what adjustment will be satisfactory to 
you, and rest assured that we shall meet you. 

—Return them to us at once, at our expense, of course, and let us 
have your measurements on the enclosed prepaid card. 

— If these also arc in bad condition when they reach you, please 
wire us collect and we shall try again. 

— Ma\' we ask your patience and cooperation for just a day or two 
longer until we hear from our factory.^ 

—We wish all customers were as kind and considerate with our occa- 
sional inadequacies as you have been. Thank you. 

— I'he factory has been instructed to send you a new shipment with- 
out awaiting return of the defective goods. 

— You are entitled to a gold medal for the sporting attitude you have 
show'n toward this bungling of ours. 

— Won’t you plea^‘ drop in on your way to or from work? After 
all, there's nothing quite so tonic as a good heart-to-heari talk, is 
there? 

The following sentences have been used either as openings or as 
closings in good credit letters. The inductive credit letter makes 
the decision for the inquirer at the end after analysis has been 
presented; the deductive credit letter makes decision in the very 
first sentence, ard then presents the details that justify it. The 
latter is the preferable method (sec pages M8-d66, 400). 

—Our advice is to collect if possible what the firm now owes you, 
and to deal in the future on a strictly cash basis. 

—You will probably do well to limit your credit extension with this 
house to the sum of one thousand or fifteen hundred dollars for 
not longer than two months on each transaction. 

— We think that you should at present limit your credit with the 
gentleman under' consideration to not more than six hundred dollars 
on ninety-day pericxls, 

—You may quite safcl\'. w'e think, extend credit to the company for 
the amount mentioned, and just at present for much more than 
that 

—Up to a year ago we allowed them credit for five thousand dollars 
on ninety davs, but recently we have reduced both the amount 
and the time by one half inasmuch as there have been changes in 
their personnel and their business has fallen off during the past 
year and a half. 
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— This is but the beginning, we hope, of a friendly business relation- 
ship that will continue for many years. 

— We are sorry that our report cannot be more favorable. If after 
a later analysis we find ourselves able to report them more satis- 
factory we shall certainly do so. 

— On the sheet "^attached to this you will find a complete statement 
of the present financial condition of the company you inquire 
about. As is usually the case, figures speak for themselves and 
afford reliable guidance for future dealings. 

— The house has met with serious reverses during the past eighteen 
months, and our advice in consequence is to limit your dealings with 
it to a strictly cash arrangement. 

— The company you refer to has only recently opened here, and it 
has therefore not yet had time to build a business reputation in 
this community. All we can say at present is that it appears to 
have ample resources for the extensive undertakings it is planning. 

— They enjoy almost unlimited credit in this city, and we think you 
may undertake a credit arrangement with them such as you men- 
tion in your letter, and, indeed, even a more generous one. 

— Just at present the concern about which you make inquiry is facing 
unusually severe competition, but it seems to be doing so most 
creditably to itself and to the community. We think you wit! 
be quite' safe to trust it to the limited extent you specify. 

— Their financial condition is at this time reported as most unsatis- 
factory anil we advise you to limit vour dealings with them to a 
strictly cash basis. 

— Thank you for your kind offer to pay us for this credit service. 
The expense of the investigation has been negligible, and our hap- 
piness in being of service to >'ou is ample reward. 

— This represents the extent of our know'Iedge of their assets and 
liabilities, and of their business praclice and reputation. We hope 
it w'ill be helpful to >011. to some extent at least, in making ileci'-ion 
about extending credit privilege to them 

The following are coUcciwn closings that have been success juL 
A study of the chart, on pa^e US, will make clear thal as letters 
advance in collection series their tone necessarily becomes more 
and more insistent and uncompromising. 

—Please? 

— We urge upon you the importance of a prompt reply. 

— Please do it this day — this minute — this instant!!! Thank you. 

—Your check for at least a part of the amount is confidently expected 
by return mail. 
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— It is so easy just to tuck a check (or a bill) into the enclosed 
stamped addressed envelope. 

— Your check for the full amount should be on my desk tomorrow 
morning at nine o’clock. 

— Please tell us promptly and confidentially why you do not pay? 
You w'ill find us not only sympathetic but helpful. 

— We are always willing to meet a fellow more than half way. In- 
deed, we have already done more than this in your case, haven’t we? 

— We honestly hate to be a bother and a nuisance about so small 
an amount as fifty dollars. But, frankly now, who is really to 
blame? 

— And all of the foregoing would be negligible if your character and 
credit reputation w'cre not so seriously at slake. Would you make 
so great a sacrifice for so small an amount*^ 

— So this is the story a> it is revealed by our bf>r)ks. Does it im- 
press you as being a true account? If so. then \'ou will please 
write the climax, and at once. Otherwise 

— rhe enclosed stamped addressed envelope will enable you to make 
pay'incnt directly to the undersigned, and thus conclude a negotia- 
tion that, left open, forebodes embarrassing developments for both 
yourself and the house. 

— Reallv, >’ou know', you can't win! You own property, ^■ou have 
respectability and high reputation. Are \ou willing to gamble w'ith 
these precious things? 

— 'I'his indebtedness cannot be permittctl to run a day longer, and 
it is only fair to tell you that we mean to see that it doesn’t. 

— 'I'here remains now' only (»ne other way. ^’oll know what it is. 
Don’t oblige us to name it, much le.ss to lake ii. 

— And so — we have struck out! In a dav or two >ou will hear by 
letter, by telephone, or in person from our altorney^. 


Sales, letter closings that have helped to sell goods (sec pages S98 
to 441): 

— Rest assured of our promptness in filling any orders \'oii may care 
to place. 

— We should like this to be the beginning of a series of satisfactory 
sales to you. 

— These are but a few' of the many special offerings we shall be able 
to make you during this and other seasons. 

— If you are interested in these goods and terms of sale, w'ill you 
please let us hear from you betorc the fifteenth of the month? 

— Our catalog is enclosed, and a supplement to it now in press will 
be mailed to you in a few days. 
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— Always more eager for a select clientele than for large profits, we 
are consistently able to supply you with these goods at a somewhat 
lower figure than you customarily expect. 

— Inasmuch as our stocks are now running extremely low and we do 
not care to replenish till next season, we shall be appreciative of 
your prompt acceptance of any of the above offers. 

— In case these samples do not represent just what you are looking 
for, please inform us by means of the enclosed prepaid card and 
we shall be happy to send additional ones. 

— The exceptional quality of these goods and the nominal price that 
we have indicated, will tempt you, we hope, to place your order 
with us at once? 

— Inasmuch as these patterns are in great demand and our stock is 
limited, w'e hope you w'ill fill in the enclosed telegram and send it 
to us collect, in case you are interested. 

— You have nothing whatever to lose — perhaps much to gain — by 
using the enclosed card. 

— What colors shall we send you on approval? Check on the enclosed 
slip. 

— The stamped, addressed envelope wall be convenient for you. 

— Please notify us at once in case vvc can be of the slightest servTce 
to you in using your new . 

— No obligation w'hatever. If there were w^e should not be so in.- 
sistent. 

— Just sign and mail the enclosed card, and a sample of the genuine 
fabric will be sent to you. 

— Please use the enclosed measuring card, and you'll be delighted, 
we think, with our lollow-up. 

— Your investigation of our is all we ask. Please feel free 

to come in at any time to ask for a ilemonsl ration. 

— This discount will be given on all orders received on or before 
May fifteenth. 

— Please let us know what additional information we may supply in 
order to help you in this undertaking. 

— Won't you please use the enclosed prepaid card to tell us w-hen 
we may send our man to see you at the least inconvenience to you’'' 

Here are a few sales-letter postscripts or asterisked notes that have 
proved profitable: 

— The enclosed card requires but a single stroke of your pen. It is 
addressed and stamped, and practically on its way back to us, 
isn’t it? 



THE YEA AND THE NAY 201 

—No matter what people say, you must come in to examine these 
fabrics for yourself. Then you'll know at first-hand that what we 
say about them is right. 

— Hope springs eternal! We are pretty sure you will write yes here 
and now. Please? 

— We'll arrange a special display just for you if you will let us have 
about an hour's advance notice. 

— Pardon the afterthought: We forgot to mention that the sale has 
been extended to June sixth — one week from the day you receive 
this letter. 

— The little calendar enclosed is soniething new under the sun. Our 
sales dates are appropriately illuminated. Will you please use it to 
our mutual advantage? 

— Incidcnlally we are enclosing a few samples of those Far Eastern 
Silks you’ve probably been hearing about. 

— We thought perhaps you might like the enclosed monthly date 
card. You can u.se both sides, and then wash them clean and begin 
all over again. 

Sucb closings as these are never used in the best "^letter circles** 
(see pages 111, 116, and 126): 

Do it now 

And oblige 

Beg to remain 

Don’t pass this up 

Say it with a check — now 

just sign on the lotted line 

Awaiting your further orders 

Do it now — or you’ll gel left! 

F'all in line. Don't be a piker 
Try everything once — or twice 
Trusting this will be satisfactory 
Yours for service and satisfaction 
Assuring you of our best attentions 
Under other cover you are receiving 
Standing ready to serve you further 
Yours for lialf price while they last 
Don't pass up this great opportunity 
Hoping this meets with your approval 
Please use the enclosed card at once 
Trust us to trust you, and order now 
Urging you not to pass this chance up 
Hoping that you will not delay longer 
Anticipating your order by return mail 
Thanking you in advance for your order 
You'll be sorry if you don't fill in now 
Gobble them up now' or it will be loo late 
Trusting that you wdll not delay ordering 
Better order one of these — awhile they last 
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We are in your humble and obedient service 
You may go further but you cannot do better 
Let us save you all this trouble and expense 
Thanks for the privilege of thus addressing you 
Looking forward to the pleasure of meeting you on 
Regretting our inability to talk with you personally 
Assuming this will meet with your entire satisfaction 
Use the enclosed card before you swivel an eighth of an inch 
Regretting the oversight and the inconvenience thus entailed 
Expecting to receive your order, no unforeseeyi circumstances pre- 
venting 

Assuring you that you will make no mistake in placing your order 
promptly 

Wishing you the best of success with our new machine which you are 
about to order 

Such smart-alec complimentary closings as these do more harm 
than good (see page 246): 

Yours for pepping up the works 
^'ours for the bally-hoo 
Yours a million 
Dynamically yours 
Flabbergastediy yours 
Sellingly yours 
Duly vours 
Doiighmatically yours 
Boodle-doodediy yours 

Character 

Practically everybody writes business letters. Persons directly 
engaged in business pursuiLs write more than, for instance, pro- 
fessional workers do. But it is a common mistake to think of 
business letter writing as something that concerns the business 
man and woman only. Practically everybody receives business 
letters, too. Those directly engaged in business receive more 
than others, to be sure. But those not so engaged are very often 
the severest — that is to say, the most helpful — critics of business 
letter composition. They know what business letters should not 
be, as result of receiving so many bad ones! 

Ask the farmer, the factory worker, "the doctor, the lawyer, the 
Indian chief" what's wrong with many or most of the business 
letters they receive, and the reply in ninety-nine cases out of a 
hundred will be, "Oh, they're all alike — they just lack character, 
that's all." This means, as pointed out in chapter one, that they 
lack personality, individuality, impressiveness. What to do? 
Well, it will bear repeating (see page 2) that the business letter 
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writer must make something of himself before he can make any- 
thing of his letters. He must study hard, read widely, learn to 
think constructively and logically, and practice eternally. 

No deliberate adoption of some peculiarity in format or ex- 
pression, no veneer of eccentricity, no seeming quality of unusual- 
ness. will do the trick. Disguise never conceals the truth for any 
length of time. Expensive stationery and artistic engraving will 
not of themselves yield character to a letter. Perfection in such 
elements and qualities as have been treated in the foregoing pages 
will not in themselves give a letter character. The manifestation 
of good will and sympathetic understanding, tho most important 
in every letter, is yet not enough to guarantee the quality of 
character in a letter. 


Character is to a letter what style is to literature in general. If 
style is the man, so too, then, is character. The uninteresting 
and unimpressive letter in all probability reflects the uninterest- 
ing and unimpressive person by whom it was written. The letter 
of distinguished quality, tho it be far from perfect, judged by 
standards of writing, reflects the individual character behind it. 
1 Ic may be as crude in mere externalities as a Krueger or a 
Rhodes, the sparkle of the diamond nevertheless shines thru. 
Inhere can be no difficulty in telling which of these two letters 
reveals at least a degree of character: 


Characterful: 

Have you any id(a, I wonder, 
how easy it is to pul a thing 
aside, for just two minutes, and 
then forget all about it? 

You haven’t. I'm pretty sure 
But / have! 1 had just finished 
reading your letter of the third, 
when the telephone rang. 1 put 
the letter down aiul took the re- 
ceiver. That was the end! 

Having a single-track, narrow- 
gage mind I forgot all about 
your request until thi.'. minute 
when your second letter came. 

I am very sorry. Will you please 
forgive me? 


Certainl\’, I'll be glad to come to 
the luncheon on Thursday the fif- 
iccnlh and to tell the men all I 
know about those pumps. It i^n’l 
much and it won't take long. 
But such as it is. you're more 
than welcome to it — especially 
after this faux pas of mine. 

Characterless ’ 

Thanking you for your esteemed 
favor of March third, wish to say 
I shall be happy to comply with 
your much appreciated request. 

Regretting the delay of this reply 
owing to circumstances over 
which I had no control, beg to 
remain 


The quality of charactei may perhaps be somewhat more easily 
achieved in business letters than in friendly. Collective corporate 
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gencies may build deliberately for it; individuals may rarely do 
so successfully. The word character, however, does not mean 
quite the same, used in relation to a firm as used in relation to 
a human being. Certain outward manifestations naturally 
identify themselves with the former, whereas this may by no 
means always be the case with the latter. Many business houses 
have been able to convey thru their letters very definite corporate 
character. This has been achieved not so much by the adoption 
of characterful stationery and letter form as by distinctive letter 
tone and composition. In all such firms this evolution — this 
revolution — has been most largely the result of the good personal 
administrative work done by a person employed exclusively for 
the purpose of improving their letter writing, for the purpose of 
endowing it, if possible, with character. 

-This person has been and still is variously called correspondence 
editor, correspondence engineer, correspondence supervisor, corre- 
spondence director, correspondence chief, correspondence critic, 
correspondence manager, office director, office supervisor, office 
manager. The name does not matter. His accomplishment does, 
for during the past decade or more it has been little short of 
miraculous, not only in those houses where he has done antf is 
doing his work but in those others unprovided wnth such an officer 
per se but nevertheless influenced by the letters that they receive 
from his trained forces. In all too many large concerns even yet 
letter writing is everybody's business, that is, nobody's business, 
and the letter output is accordingly unstandardized if not undis- 
ciplined. 

It may be truly said that the work of the correspondence super- 
visor is without end or limit. Not only is it never, never done, 
it is expansively continuous, always offering new problems, 
always presenting different opportunities, always challenging his 
education and his native intelligence and diplomacy. A few of 
his activities are here indicated, but any mere listing of them 
must be regarded as most general inasmuch as every individual 
business has correspondence questions all of its own that defy 
specific cataloging: 

He establishes standards for house letters— -standards in form, quality, tone, 
policy, as well as in such details as spelling, punctuation, grammar, Frlng- 
lish usage in general — so that the letters written in one department will be 
uniform with those w'ritten in another and not appear to have issued 
from an entirely different firm. 

, He prepares a house manual of style, covering the points above men- 
tioned; presenting model letters from every department of the business; 
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explaining the use and care of correspondence machines; instructing stenog- 
raphers, typists, secretaries, and all others connected with letter writing, 
in those details about letter composition that will tend to ''lift” the letter 
output of the firm above the average level. 

He inspires company pride and esprit de corps in regard to letter writing 
far beyond the mere offices where letters are dictated and written; he 
does this by initiating contests, by calling in good talkers for selected 
groups, by holding letter-reading meetings whereat discussion is kept lively 
and voles are taken, by insisting to the managers and executives of the 
firm that promotions in certain departments be based to some extent — to 
a great extent, it may be — upon an employee's letter writing, use of Eng- 
lish, and general better-letter consciousness. 

I le trains new employees, constantly “jacks up” old ones, conducts classes, 
visits correspondence rooms, listens to dictation whether direct or thru 
machine, issues periodical bulletins on which he lists errors heard and 
seen during his rounds of a day or a week, focuses individual instruction 
upon such employees as have stubborn difficulties with this problem or 
that in English, in typing, in meeting letter situations, and in adaptation 
to policies of standardization. 

He trains employers too, and if any one of his numerous jobs may be 
designated as “hardest” this is probably the one. He has been known, 
hovvever, to improve dictation habits to such a degree that letter correc- 
tion after typing, with the irksome retyping it invariably incurs, has been 
eliminated entirely. (He has been known to instruct stenographers to 
remove cigars and cigarettes from a dictator's desk before dictation is 
started, but this may be a somewhat too radical instruction to formulate 
as a recommendation.) 

He acts in an advisory capacity in connection with all house printing and 
publishing — letterheads, interim reports, catalogs, direct-mail matter and 
general advertising cjpy, booklets of directions for all groups of em- 
ployees, house organ. In smaller establishments he may be made head 
of publications and editor of the house organ, but in larger ones it is 
obvious that such assignment would be unjust unless he were provided 
with an able corps of assistants. 

He organizes and conducts (or has conducted) a correspondence library 
wherein arc to be found books on letter writing (including anthologies), 
on English composition, on advertising copy, and on more general sub- 
jects, as well as frequently refreshed displays of model letters from all 
parts of the world and on all subjects. In some firms he has made of 
such library a meeting place for employee letter clubs and committee 
symposiums. 

He economizes for the firm, first, in each and every one of his activities 
enumerated al)Ove; second, by analyzing given difficult letter situations 
as they inevitably arise, and by himself or, preferably, as chairman of a 
committee, working out solutions that economize by way of reducing 
correspondence. If hi^ lirni is one that makes use of correspondence 
form.s, he has almost infinite opportunity to economize for it not only in 
their original devising but in their frequent revisior\ and out-and-out 
renewal. 
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; 

Sven from this very sketchy enumeration it must be evident that 
the correspondence supervisor has unlimited work to do as well as 
unparalleled opportunity to build for house character in letter 
composition. And this is primarily his job. If all of his mani- 
fold activities do not total characterful letters, then he fails. But 
experience shows that the correspondence supervisor does not, as a 
rule, fail; that in those houses where he has been assigned and 
where he has been given free hand, he suci?:eeds with enviable 
distinction for his concern as well as for himself. 

The following paragraphs are excerpted from the correspondence 
manual of a business concern that has made a nation-wide repu- 
tation for its excellent letters. I'he general tonic effect of such 
appeals as these upon a corps of letter writers is incalculable. 
On the opposite page is a sample form of letter from the same 
manual. The omission of salutation and complimentary closing 
is commendable and noteworthy. This concern has the courage 
of its convictions in regard to these two letter parts. Other com- 
panies have from time to time attempted this reform, but most 
of them have failed to carry thru.^ (See pages 123, 124, 236, and 
243.) 

Always write with the reader in mind. Try to picture him as he 
reads your letter. F'orget that you are waiting, and talk to him. Aim 
to produce the same effect on him as a conversation would, only bear 
in mind that this must be done by using about one-fifth the number 
of words. 

Strive to write so that there is no possibility of being misundersrood. 
Alway.s use such words, sentences, and paragraphs as will make the 
very best impression on llie reader. The lone of letteis sliould alwa>s 
be f^iendl)^ and this necessitates a pleasant frame ol mind on the 
part of the dictator. 

A letter must be clear, courteous, and concise, f'he statements must 
be absolutely correct and the character of the organization must be 
clearly evidenced throughout its every line and paragraph. These 
principles are necessary to a complete letter. I hcy should be borne 
in mind in all W'riling. 


A letter must be immediately clear to the reader. If it is necessary 
for him to stop to decipher any passage because it is vague or obscure, 
the letter has violated the first principle. 

To force a reader to study our letters in order to understand what is 
meant, will not add anything to the goixl feeling which he has for 
us. In addition, there is the danger that he may take the wrong 
meaning and that a misunderstanding may result. Misunderstand- 
ings do not promote good will. Often they lead to ill-feeling and. 

•Used by permission of the Norton Company, Worcester, Massachusetts. 
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COMl»AT?rr 

COtlKlftllVO WnUBBLH iVlTII GRIlVIMnro MAC:iD?rB(i 


'VI^IMn:ST£It,>LiS8. July 13 , 0000 


J-ohn Doe and Company 
1S60 UassachUBetts Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Attention of Mp • J* B • Doe 


Standard Form of 
Outside Letter 


This letter la written In accordance with the 
standard form adopted for all liorton letters. 

The date should be written at 53 on the scale 
on the line with the city and state. The paper guide 
should be placed so that when the paper is Inserted in the 
machine and the marginal stop set et 10, the left-hand 
margin will be Ij" wide. The address should contain at 
least three lines and the subject heading should be written 
six single spaces below the last line of the address. 

The first line of the body of the letter should 
be written one double space below the last line of the 
subject. All paragraphs should begin at 20 on the scale. 

The right-hand margin should be as even as possible and 
ahould be approximately li" wide. 

The signature MCStTOYi COMFAHY should be written 
one double space below tlio last line of the body of the 
letter and at 43 on the scale. The department name should 
be written at 4A and one single space below the signature 
MORTON COMPANY. If a title la used it should be written 
three single spaces below the signature. If Grinding 
Machine (or Abrasive) Division is used in the signature it 
should be written one space below the signature NORTON. 
COMPANY and at 44 on the scale, the department name or title 
following in tho usual form. 

The initials and last namo of the dictator should 
always be in line with the department name or the title, 
depending upon which one is used. There should be one space 
left after the period following each initial of the name. 

NORTON COMPANY' 


(Name) Office Maziager 

66 
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in the end, to loss of business and, consequently, of money. It pays 
to be clear. 

Long sentences are often responsible for involved expressions. Avoid 
the long sentence. In this attempt be careful not to construct sen- 
tences that are too short, for a series of short sentences gives the 
impression of curtness. Choose the moderately long sentence. Culti- 
vate the style which makes use of both the short and the moderately 
long sentence. 

Your meaning will not be misunderstood if ‘-you employ common 
everyday English. The simple words used in conversation in the 
shop and on the street are best. I hey are most easily understood. 
This kind of language will be understood by the highly educated 
man. It is necessary for the average person. 

Below are two excerpts taken from the Letter Writing Manual 
of another large business concern famous for the high quality of 
its letter output. These are typical of the general content of the 
book is.sued for the purpose of helping every one in the firm who 
has to do with correspondence, especially stenographers and 
typists ; ^ 

The paragraph is designed to make the task of reading easier by 
affording resting places for the eye and the mind. 

Short paragraphs are more inviting in appearance than long ones, and 
they reveal their meaning more easily and more quickly. 

In certain cases long paragraphs ma)' be found more suitable than 
short ones, as, for instance, in letters that attempt to adjust claims 
and in those that are required to present lengthy explanations. 

A paragraph should contain a central idea together with the details 
that help to develop that idea, fhe process of paragraphing classifies 
the writer's thoughts; it is therefore a functioning of judgment rather 
than an observance of exact rule. The judgment should be that of 
the writer, not that of the stenographer or transcriber. 


A well-planned and carefully worded letter requires an attractive 
form. Like the personality of a salesman in his approach, so is the 
appearance of an envelope and letter when it is received. 

Secretaries, stenographers, and transcribers have an important part in 
the interpreting of the Company's policies and the selling of its 

This lies in the ptopet interpyeidtion oi the dictators’ thoufthts so 
there will be no misunderstandings Constantly strive to be of in- 
creasing help by keeping yourself informed of the Company's policies 
ana by studying the Company's aiivertising ami printed matter. 

‘Used by permission of The National Cash Register Company, Dayton, Ohio. 



t::e yea and the nay 209 

There may be times when information entrusted to you will be of a 
confidential nature. Never allow such a confidence to be misplaced. 

Perform your duties as rapidly as is consistent with accuracy. Use 
the dictionary when you are in doubt as to spelling or syllabication. 
Do not guess. 

After writing, read your copy carefully to detect errors. If correc- 
tions are necessary, make them neatly on both original and carbons. 
Never permit any copy to pass on which there are strike-overs. 

When submitting your work, have all attachments made and all papers 
arranged so that the least possible handling will be necessary by the dic- 
tator. If enclosures are required, fold them carefully and use the 
proper size of envelopes. 

Typical of the instruction given in correspondence manuals for 
meeting specific letter situations is the following analysis taken 
from a style-book compiled by the author for the employees of a 
large metropolitan bank. It emphasizes one of the most impor- 
tant phases of letter composition, namely, construction or what 
the professors sometimes call Concinnity, the skilful putting 
together or adaptation of parts. 

I'irst, before you dictate a word, decide what the purpose of your letter 
is to be. Is an explanation required? Must you present selling points? 
Does a customer have to be pacified? Are there plans of some kind to 
be presented? Whatever it is. keep it definitely in your mind, or, better, 
write it out on your desk pad. 

Thi.s done, it is imperative that you make a brief outline of points. These 
should be placed directly under your statement of the purpose of the 
letter. Such planning will take but a few minutes of your time, and it 
may later save hours for you and for the person to whom you write. 
It will help you to avoid incoherence and confusion in composition and 
to get your subject-matter unfolded in logical order. 

In the third place, recall your house poliev in regard to cliches, courtesy, 
conciseness, clearness, correctness, commencing, and closing~the Big C’s 
of all House Letters — as discussed in the style manual. 

For instance, consider the two following letters: 

I return my statement for October showing a balance of ?3326.43. 

You will note that there is an error in your final figures. The dif- 
ference between total checks — $5387.81 — and total credits — $8716.24 — 
should be $3^28.43. 

This may seem a triviality to you. Perhaps it is. But in looking 
up my statements for the past six months 1 find that 1 have been 
obliged to lequcst an aujustment practically every month. The sum 
total of adjustment is by no means a triviality, at least from my 
point of view. I am astounded that a bank of your standing will 
allow such consecutive errors to happen. Unless you correct the 
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present error at once and accompany it with plausible explanation, 
I shall take my account to a bank that can give me less erratic 
service. 

This letter was written by a customer whose business is well worth retain- 
ing, He has had occasion to write more than once regarding errors made 
by the bank in the past. His letter is not emotional. He knows what he 
is saying and he means it. Your purpose in answering him must be to 
pacify him rationally, to be sorry for what has happened, to keep his 
account with the bank. Further, you should try to answer him in such 
manner as to evoke from him grateful acknowledgment of your method 
of meeting his claim. This is your outline: 

Purpose: Pacify customer and retain business 

1 apologize (without conveying truckling attitude) 

2 explain (without urging explanation as excuse) 

3 outline rational plan for avoiding further trouble 

4 enclose some device for making his favorable reaction certain 

You have every reason, Mr. Burns, to be disgusted with our con- 
tinued errors in your statements. They are by no means trivial. 
7'hey are, indeed, extremely serious. And if we Were in your place, 
we should feel exactly as you do, without the redeeming quality of 
patience that you so considerately evince toward us. We apologize. 

The following is offered purely as explanation, not at all as an 
attempt to thwart the issue or to make us appear blameless: 

Six months ago this bank opened an account with Mr. S. Harold 
Burns whose signature closely resembles yours. In listing debits and 
credits on monthly statements we confused your account with his. 
Immediately on receipt of your letter W'c called him up to in(iuire 
whether he had found his statements in error. His reply was tren- 
chantly affirmative. 

Inasmuch as he frequently uses his full name — Sidney Harold Burns — 
he has consented to use this hereafter as his official signature with 
us, and he has already filed with us his new signature cards. We 
are having new checkbooks made for him with his full name printed 
on every check. We do not see, therefore, how A/r. Harold Burjn 
and Mr. Sidney Harold Burns can possibly have their names mi.xed 
up again. 

Your letter has been a help to us in another way: We are attaching 
a Take-N’otice card to all statement sheets bearing names similar to 
other names on our lists. We should have thought of this long ago, 
but we didn't think of it, and we have you to thank lor a device 
that will undoubtedly save us future trouble. 

A corrected statement of your balance is enclosed, and revision has 
accordingly been made in our books. Won’t you please let us know 
at once whether it tallies with your vouchers? We enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope. 


Instead of or in addition to a formal style-book some correspond- 
ence supervisors issue periodical — ^weekly, biweekly, monthly — 
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letters or circulars that treat subjects pertaining to house corre- 
spondence. Sometimes a page or a section in the monthly house 
organ is allotted to them. In this way details of temporary 
importance may be disposed of, whereas those of permanent 
importance — spelling, punctuation, grammar, and the like — are 
treated in the regular handbook or manual. Below are seven such 
periodic issues, a small but typical unit of the continuous letter- 
writing service rendered to the correspondence departments of 
one of the largest and most “letter-alive" concerns in the United 
States : ® 


1 

THEN AND NOW 

When business letters were written by hand, there developed a direct- 
ness and sincerity such as we find in personal contacts. 

When it required a week to gel “special delivery" from Pittsburgh 
to Philadelphia, the writer was careful to say the essential things. 

When it cost several dollars instead of a few cents to sena a message, 
its preparation was a matter of concern. 

The locomotive, the airplane, the typewriter, and the dictaphone have 
changed this age-old medium for human relations in business. Eacili- 
tics have improved, but have our letters kept pace? What of the 
message itself? 

This bulletin will bring you ideas of others in our organization and 
.suggestions of authorities on letter writing. 

When you dictate or receive an unusually effective letter, won’t you 
please ask your stenographer to send a copy to the editor of Our 
Letters? 


THREE IN ONE 

Replies which are incomplete, indefinite, or obscure irritate and con- 
fuse the inquirer, delay progress, create distrust, and increase the 
volume of correspondence. Select a few general order folders; scan 
the correspondence concerning them, and vou will find examples illus- 
trating many, possibly all, of these statements. 

Haste and inattention lead to unnecessary' correspondence. Too often 
we fail to concentrate our attention on the questions asked us. Too 
often we fail to re-read the questions asked and the answers we have 
given to assure ourselves that those answers will not be misunderstood. 

In our anxiety to facilitate our work we often, not deliberately but 
unconsciously, increase our labor and the labor of others. The ratio 

*Used by permission of the Wesiinghousc Electric and Manufacturing Company, East 
Pittsburgh, F^ennsylvanM. 
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may not be suggested in the title, but we may accept it ''in prin- 
ciple,” endeavoring to have one letter accomplish all that perhaps 
required three. 


3 

READING BETWEEN THE LINES 

Returns from the last bulletin generally ii^ree with Mr. that 

the letter selected from his incoming mail \?»as poor. One went so far 
as to suggest that we should be very careful in criticizing the letters 
of others if we want them to overlook our own imperfections. These 
bulletins are intended to make reciprocity on this level unnecessary. 

The letter failed to get results. 

The misspelled name antagonized. 

An incorrect assumption discredited the whole letter. 

The generalities were not convincing. 

The writer didn't know his man. Instead of action he created reaction. 

The better we know those to whom we write (within limits) the mure, 
effective our message may be. .Analyze the next letter that comes 
over vour desk. Whether you know' the writer or not, his letter otters 
a convenient way to get better acquainted with him. 

Is he writing to you or to .some one in general? 

Is his thinking logical, concise, and orderly? 

Does he have >ou and your interests in mind or solely his own in- 
tere.sts? 

Docs he make it plain to you why he wrote the letter? 

Does he accept responsibility? 

Do you trust him? 

Would you like to meet him? 


4 

IN'rERDEPART.ML.\TAL LETTERS 

We have been asked for suggestions, from the viewpoint of the district 
ofTice, for creating more effective interdepartmental letters. 

On receipt of the request, our first reaction was Make the letter com- 
plete and compact. Especially when you are dealing with .rders, give 
all the pertinent facts in your opening letter, so that it will not be 
necessary to engage immcdiatel}^ in a series of follow-up letters to 
ferret out the details. 
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Much has been written on the subject of improving the quality of our 
correspondence, and if one is seriously determined to become a good 
correspondent, surely there is enough material at hand to teach him 
the necessary technique. This is a matter requiring individual appli- 
cation on the part of the correspondent himself. It is something that 
must be studied, cultivated, and developed. 

In our judgment one ingredient that cannot possibly be dispensed with 
in forming a good letter— -and one just as important in internal letters 
as in outside communications — is courtesy This is just another name 
for good manners. No matter what else a letter has, if it fails to leave 
with the reader the impression of “if you please" and “thank you," it 
is a poor letter, A mandatory tone in an otherwise faultless letter, 
even among associates or departments, regardless {)f comparative rank, 
builds a resistance, which, while perhaps not obvious, is cumulative, 
reacts against the writer, and hinders cooperation 

Much as we admire and strive for well-turned-out letters, w'e cr)ndone 
an occasional lapse in grammar or punctuation with much better grace 
than we react to a letter that imprc'^ses us as haughty or commanding, 
no matter how perfectly it is phrased. 


5 

CAN YOU IMPKOVL TIMS SALES LETTLK? 

In accordance with request of our representative, *Mr. , we are 

pleased to encl(3.se herewith a bulletin on the Weslinghouse X-Ray 
Quadrex Generator and Weslinghouse Shockproof Mobile X-Ray 
Unit. 

We arc also pleased to advise that a discount of AO^/c will be allowed 
to vou on the purcl ase of a Westinghouse Tran.sporiabIe Model LUtra 
Short Wave Generator amounting to On a complete set ot 

Soft l^ubber Condenser Electrodes amounting to $42.50 a discount of 
1(1% w'ill be allowed. \ discount of W'/c will also be allowed on a 
complete set of Glass C.ondenser Flec'‘odes amounting to $50.00. and 
on an Upright .Ad)us1able Stand to hold Cilass Condenser Electrodes 
amounting to $30.00 as well as iw'o cords to lit Glass Electrodes 
totalling $6.00, a discount of U)9f will be allowed. 

Assuring you that we will appreciate an order for the above Unit, 
w'c are 

Very truly yours. 


For the best revision of the above sales letter received on or before 

April 30. . Mr. . Supervisor, Extension Courses, offers a 

course in Practical English and Effective Speech, published by the 
Better Speech Institute of .America. 

Judges, , Advx^rli.sing Manager, and , Editor, West- 

inghouse Magazine. 
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6 

THE WINNING SALES LETTER 

More than one hundred employees submitted revisions of the sales 
letter published in the April 15 issue of Our Letters. The letter 
selected by the judges as the best is reproduced on the back of this 

bulletin. Mr. , of the Chicago office, author of the letter, 

will receive a course in Practical English and Effective Speech, pub- 
lished by the Better Speech Institute of America. 

The prize-winning letter was selected because, in the minds of the 
judges, it is the most effective of those submitted, and not because 

it is a model letter. Mr. , for example, could have improved 

the first paragraph of his letter by eliminating the trite expression 
“you will find enclosed" and by combining the first and second sen- 
tences. Example: “The enclosed bulletin on the Westinghonse 
X-Ray Quadrex Generator and the Westinghouse Shockproof Mobile 
X-Ray Unit is being sent to you at the request of our representative, 
Mr. 

On the other hand, the letter is considered effective because it 

immediately establishes a contact with the reader by referring 
to Mr. and to the enclosures that have been requested 

quotes net prices, thereby avoiding the necessity for the reader 
to figure discounts 

specifically states a delivery date and quotes terms of the pro- 
posed transaction 

contains a brief selling talk 

keeps the negotiation active by suggesting a definite date for an 
interview between the prospective customer and Mr. 


Here ts the letter 

You will find enclosed a bulletin on the Westinghouse X-Ray Quadrex 
Generator and the Westinghouse Shockproof Mobile X-Ray Unit. 
This is sent to you at the request of our representative, Mr. . 

The following information gives complete details on the price of the 
various pieces of equipment: 

Item I. I -Westinghouse Transportable Model Ultra Short Wave 


Generator. 

Li.st price each 1395.00 

Discount — 40% 

Net price each, fob (City) 1237.00 

Item 2. 1 -Complete set of Soft Rubber Condenser Electrodes. 

List price per set J42.50 

Discount-f^lO% 

Net price per set, fob (Citv) $3825 
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Item 3. I -Complete set of Glass Condenser Electrodes. 

List price per set ?50.00 

Discount — 10% 

Net price per set, fob (City) $45.00 

Item 4. 1-Upright Adjustable Stand to hold the above. 

List price each $30.00 

Discount — 10% 

Net price each, fob (City) $27.00 

Item 5. 2-Cords for Glass Electrodes. 

List price for two $6.00 

DLscount — 10% 

Net price for two, fob (Cily) $5.40 


Shipment can be made in ten days after receipt of the order at 
our factory. 

Terms are "2% in 10 days; net in 30 days.” 

The relation which the various parts bear to each other will become 
evident to you as you review the bulletin. This apparatus, when 
properly installed, will provide you with a very satisfactory unit for 
your application and should give years of service at low maintenance 
cost. 

Mr, will be pleased to discuss this equipment further with 

you on Monday, April 27, if that date is convenient to you. 

In the event you purchase this apparatus, we believe that you will 
soon become thoroughly convinced of the wisdom of your choice. 


7 

AVOID THE ‘RUBBER STAMP" PHRASES 
In the submitted re/isions c»f the sales letter published in the April 15 
issue of Our Letters, there is a general tendency of the writers to use 
trite, formal, stereotyped expressions which have come down through 
generations of letter writers. 

Here are just a few excerpts which may have been good form a cen- 
tury ago but which do not fit in wi’^h the more direct methods of 
the present. 

“We are indeed pleased to acknowledge your inquiry and enclose 
herewith copies " 

Why complicate the start of your letter with unnecessary words? 
“We are pleased to enclose herewith a bulletin " 

Would not this be belter— “At the request of our representative, 
Mr. , we attach a copy of our bulletin”? 

“Enclosed please find bulletins " 

He will find them if they are attached. 

“We take pleasure in submitting herewith a bulletin ” 

A needlessly formal method of presenting a piece of sales litera- 
ture. 
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7 he letter below is prompted by sound business judf^ment and 
the best of business intentions. But muddled English makes it 
illogical, incoherent, and ridiculous. 


Utb. Abel Hanklnaon 
lOl^na sx L 


Dear ^aaani(j^ 

great pleasure) in ^a<lvlBlngr youThat 
“ “ ‘ — h aflC^.xhlB trnrgV b t Teii up e ne? 

_ 6reel sure you win wfeTy To- 

about the (^ircuraetancee and conditional 
appertaining thereunto^ 

jucj tohjgl lvie ana Company “being’ required tcv 
Jicet-^heln Dills Cprom ptly.you will understand. 


f eel Burq . t hat ( 


charge oust ome re are ex~ ‘. 

^;0o wben presenlied 
lanlee every bill - 
lence of customers#). 


In the case of <gpec lay B al^(gltheg?sgpeclaV^ 
notice will be m ailed @6rTro^lll receive meesage^ 
by wire or/phon^ . The enclj^e d ^rnaentiTjcatlohllg 
for your uee ana jt bonvenienc l). bo that no question ma^ 
Tinde wtren you fi^e purchaees (in the minds of those 
of us who serve you’!^ 

(May ,( JJ be Dgrmltted to sa y th^ we (greatly appreciate 
;^ur_Q?aTronagel and we snail do everything in our ' 
power to gratify same to your (c ompI ete~BatlBfaotldKv 

Cordially yrs.etc 


HQ/sd 


llanagei* of salee 
C \ 3 Ogllvle and ^ 
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Thh revision of the sales-welcome** letter on the opposite paf^e 
probably makes it somewhat more helpful and more impressive. 


March 1,0000 

fire Abel Hanklnson 
Gregg Avenue at 102 Street 
Kew York City 

Dear Mrs Hanklneon 

The charge account that you wish to open with ue 
Is ready for your uee.You may now make purchases 
at any time, say "Charge it" to the salesman, and 
be sure of the credit recognition desired 

Enclosed Is an Identification card bearing your 
name and address and charge- order number .lt also 
admits you to our seasonal fashion previews, to 
our weekly lectures In the auditorium, and to our 
special sales opened to charge customers before 
others. (T/e sometimes exercise the privilege of 
announcing such opportunities by telephone or by 
telegraph In case customers do not object) 

An Itemized statement of your purchases will be 
mailed to you at the close of the last business 
day of each month. Payment Is due not later than 
the tenth of the following month. An addressed re- 
turn envelope accompanies every bill. Under the 
flap of this envelope is typed the total amount 
of your Indebtedness. This Is Just a check-up for 
our convenience, and makes It unnecessary for you 
to enclose the bill with your check unless addi- 
tional receipt Is desired 

The attached diagram gives you the general lay- 
out of our shop, floor by floor. You may find It 
helpful ^t first. But we are hoping that you will 
soon become so well acquainted with us that no 
such guide will be required 

Very truly yours 

Harold Quicken 
Manager of Bales 
OGLIVIE AJ^D COMPANY 

UQ/ed 
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*'We are indeed pleased to favor you with the attached bulletin " 

Are you really favoring the prospect? 

(Note the ‘‘pleased" in all of the above quotations. We want to 
please the customer — the feelings of the writer are of no interest 
to him.) 

'* and trust to be favored with your valued order" 

“Hoping to be favored with your order — " 

“We shall be glad to receive your order" 

These closing expressions are unnecessary. The prospect knows 
that you want the order. Tell him why he should place it with 
you. 

Sometimes the writer goes a step beyond these trite phrases. For 
example — 

“Anticipating your order, we wish to thank you" 

Is not this a little presumptuous? 

“We wish to thank you for this opportunity to serve and hope to 
continue in your favor" 

Smacks of supplication. You would not say this in personal 
contact with the prospect. 

“Your order will be appreciated and shall have preferred attention" 

Will this order have preferred attention? Will not the prospect 
question your sincerity? 

“Assuring you we are ready to serve you at all times, we are" 

Superfluous statement — he knows that we must serve to remain 
in business. 

“We are pleased to advise you that the following discounts apply on 
this unit:" 

Why not simply — "The following discounts apply, etc."? 

“We wish to advi.se you that the transportable model is priced at — " 
Again, loo many words. 

Let's avoid these superfluous and stereotyped phrases. Strive for 
clarity, simplicity, sincerity, and directness. While writing our letters, 
let’s assume that we are talking to our readers. 


The following scale for evaluating business letters is successfully 
used by many correspondence supervisors. The letter dictator 
and the letter writer in many an establishment keep this scale 
under the desk glass as constant reminder and for constant 
check-up : " 

• Used by permission of its author. Mr. L. E. Frailey, Editorial Director. The Dartnell 
Corporation, Chicago, Illinois. 
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Another exhibit that has come into wide general use under desk 
glasses, on bulletin boards, and elsewhere, is the following check- 
up questionnaire. It cannot be too highly recommended.^ 

CAN YOU HONESTLY SAY YES TO ALL THESE QUES'l'IONS 
AFTER YOU HAVE WRITTEN THAT LE ITER? 

] 11 


Does it possess the pleasing appear- 
ance that invites a careful reading? 

2 

Is it confined to one subject, and 
developed logically? 

3 

Are the paragraphs short for easy 
reading? 

4 

Are the sentences simple and easily 
understood ? 

5 

Is the date of the letter it answers 
given for quick reference? 

6 

Is its message unhampered by use- 
less and hackne\'cd expressions? 

7 

Is it unencumbered by vague and 
ambiguous terms? 

8 

Are superlatives used with caution? 
Q 

Are adjectives used appropriately 
and specifically? 


Is the message definite and con- 
crete? 

12 

Docs it read easily and smoothly? 

13 

Is your name typewritten below 
V’our signature? 

14 

Does it have a natural and efTeclive 
beginning? 

15 

Does it have an agreeable and im- 
pressive closing^ 

16 

Does it appeal to the reader’s selt- 
inrere>t? 

17 

Does it ring convincingly true, and 
hold interest? 

18 

Will it satisfy, or evoke action? 

E) 

D(H‘s it evince personal or house 
character? 

20 

Is it the kind of letter that >'uu 
yourself woukl like to receive? 


10 

Are pronouns correctly used? 


Perhaps the excerpt below most clearly and most emphatically 
sets forth the qualities in business letters that make for character. 
Its somewhat brisk and vivacious style may perhaps be pardoned 
for the sake of its salience of content: ^ 

Every letter a business man is called upon to write is a gilt-edged oppor- 
tunity. It is nothing whatever short of this. It could not possibly be 
more than this. And that composer of letter literature who regards it as 

^ Used by permission of John Howie Wright. Ifditor, PoUane and the Mailbag. 

* Prom Number Eight, house organ of The National City Bank, Usi;d by permission. 
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anything less, or as anything different, simply thereby confesses to low- 
powered ambitions and short-circuited ideals. 

It is easy enough to get a letter comn^rcially right, but to get it com- 
mercially righteous calls for tact, talent, and temperament. Over the 
desk of every stenographer in a large industrial house in the West is the 
following code of ten items, five mechanical and five contextual: 

Thou shall not misdate Thou shall not misword 

'fhou shall not misaddress Thou shall not misstate 

'I hou shall not misarrange 1 hou shall not misspell 

Thou shall not misparagraph Thou shall not miscapitalize 

Thou shall not misiold Thou shall not mispunctuale 

'1 liese are the typist's I'en Commantiments, the I'en Misses Amanuenses 
Musi N(«t Miss, fhey are the baby rules for business letter writing. 
T hey refer to the details that go to make letters right. They have to do 
merely with things. 

But there are ten grown-up rules for business letter writing, and they 
have to do clearly with thinks. They are the big issues that go to make 
letters righteous. It is in the attainment to these that most business 
letter writers find the challenge for all the science and all the artistry 
that their cumulative culuire can summon. I'lve are objective, focusing 
upon the recipient of the letter, five are subjective, placing a searching 
obligation upon the writer. k\ery recipient ol a business letter has the 
right to expect 

A spiiii of broad sympathy 
A lone of warm corvliality 
A note of positive optimism 
A feeling of good lellow'sbip 
An undoubted you-aHilude 

And every writer of a business letter should feel obligated to secure to 
his letter composition 

An engaging style 
A since re courtesy 
A concrete logic 
A nian-to-m:in dignity 
A vieliniie hut unobtrusive personality 

These grown-up rule.s, framed in gilt and illuminated by line and color, 
should perennially beam tiown Irom above the desk of every business 
letter compo.sei. Tor it is onlv in' an unetiuiv ocal effort to feature these 
that a letter can be made the hearty hand-shake a* ross the cight-by-eleven 
bond that it should be. Business letters fail most often because of the 
minus attitude And, accordingly, business letter writers fail most often 
because they ignore or del> or neglect are indifferent to the expres- 
sion of RKi ATinuDE ill and between and among the lines of the letters 
they write. 

And how shall this appeal de luxe be achieveil? Well, certainly first, by 
consigning the w'ord routine, and its correlative routineer, to the place 
where printers send their defective type; and. second, by a pig-headed 
refusal to believe that there is any such thing as an obvious letter situa- 
tion or any such weapon of letter warfare as a form album; and then — 
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and then — by the willingness and the ability on the part of the letter 
composer to other himself, to put himself in the place of the individual 
who is to receive his letter. 

This last is the test that makes of every business letter a cross-section 
of business life. It is only by othering himself that any letter writer 
can enter into an honest and genuine spirit of correspondence. He must 
feel that he has met and that he knows the one to whom he writes. 
Otherwise he is helpless to make his epistolary papyrus glow and pulsate 
with human feeling. He may be perfect in En^ish; he may be irrefutably 
convincing in logic: he may be fastidious to the point of fussiness in 
matters of form. But if he cannot concretize the letter situation by 
othering himself his letters will go forward (or backward) unpepified, 
unpower graphed, and unpunchuated. 

WORK 

A 

The following excerpts from business letters are improper in tone. Rewrite 
each excerpt more briefly, more objectively, more constructively. On line 
a after each, classify the letter from which the excerpt must have been 
taken. (3n line b write that one of the following words that seems to you 
to explain the tone violation in the given case — reproachful, ironic, com- 
bative, belittling, dictatorial, arbitrary;, contentious, libelous, unctuous, 
superior, retaliatory, over-confident. There is a word for eaclt excerpt. 
No word is to be repeated, 

1 We have sent you bills, letters, and telegrams. We have even called 
you up on long distance. You must admit that we have done more 
than our share to make adjustment. It's high time for you to do 
yours. 

a b 

2 We answered your claim immediately it was received. It is certainly 
not our fault that you did not receive the letter. Moreover, we have 
sent out two tracers. It seems to us that we have gone the limit in 
your behalf. 

a b 

3 Your argument seems to us to be unreasonable and contrary to good 
business policy. Furthermore, you have had the goods for more than 
a month, and should therefore have written to us sooner. As a con- 
sequence our previous decision must stand. 

a b 

4 You write us that you are disappointed in profits. But you haven't 
tried the commodity long enough. 7'he expert merchandiser figures 
profits, not on units or short-time sales, but on bulk sales and long- 
term showings. He doesn't quit the deal at the end of the first week 
and cry out loud! 


a 


b 
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5 Any child can run that car. Your complaint about stiff gears is not 
well taken. All gears in new cars are somewhat tight at first. But 
the gears of every car that leaves this factory are tnoroly tested for 
accuracy and immediacy of speed adjustments. Yours is the first com- 
plaint of the kind that we have ever had. 

a h 

6 You want to be well dressed, don't you? Everybody wants to be. 
Don't delay, then, about getting in here to look at our latest models. 
We have suitings that will make you look like a stranger to your 
family, give new meaning to your mirror, and put pride and confidence 
into your bearing. 

a b 

7 If you’ll read the directions carefully you'll have no trouble at all 
getting the stopper out. Most of our customers make the mistake 
of pulling or jerking or hammering, and thus break the bottle. If they 
would read our explicit directions first they would know enough to 
give a sharp twist, and — presto — the container would be opened! Ob- 
viously we cannot hire a demonstrator to go around to our customers 
to make this explanation! That’s why we issue the circular of direc- 
tions! 

a h 

8 Give your children a real chance to be educated. Buy this set of 
books now so that the kiddies may begin today to gather those broad 
and general outlooks upon life and living that they must have if they 
are to be the cultured and liberal-minded men and women that you 
want them to become. Schools are not enough. You can depend 
upon them only so far. 

a h 

9 We warned you that you should not use Excelsior Cover on white 
lead. We have had forty yeais of experience in merchandising these 
paints, and by this lime we know what the customer wants better than 
he himself knows ninety-nine cases out of a hundred. We cannot 
therefore shoulder the blame that you would put upon us, for your 
dissatisfaction with the finished job is in no sense our fault. Our only 
mistake was our failure to dominate the work at the outset. Had we 
done .so, you would have been completely satisfied with it, we know. 

a b 

10 We tried very hard indeed to please you. As a rnatter of fact we lost 
money on the job just in order that everything might be as you wished 
it to be. We are extraordinarily son/ about the whole thing, and we 
sincerely hope that you will not permit your disappointment to militate 
against us when you have further orders to place. We left no stone 
unturned, you may be sure, to have the set-up and the alignment as 
you wanted them. But things went against us. Please give us another 
trial, and we can assure you that you will have no cause whatever for 
complaint. 

a b 
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11 Our advice is to take it very easy when it comes to extending credit 
to this house. The officers have become notoriously loose in their 
business dealings of late, and the firm is on the verge of financial 
collapse. Moreover, the factory output has deteriorated to such a 
degree that twenty new employees have been taken into the adjust- 
ment department in order that the numerous claims made monthly 
by customers may be taken care of. Two members of the cornpany 
have recently been up on charges in connection with misappropriation 
of employee fiduciary funds, and one of them has been sentenced to a 
term in prison. So kfep oi f would be our policy. 

a b 

12 My lime is appro.ximntel> yours to allocate. In the cvenluation of 
our consummating a mutually satisfactory and agreeable commercial 
relationship, my superior abilities will indubitably justify you in con- 
stituting me a partner in vour esteemed establishment in a compara- 
tively short periotl of time. Needless to sav that such an affiliation 
will be gratifying in the extreme tt> all concerned. Again thanking 
you for this opportunity to address you, assuring you that you vill 
make no mistake in employing one of mv outstanding qualifications, 
and congratulating you upon the relationship that you are about to 
inaugurate with me for the advancement of \’our corporation, I have 
the honor and the distinction to remain . . . 

a b ^ 


B 

Rewrite the following excerpts, making them better. On line a after 
each write the name of the classification of business composition from 
which the excerpt is probably taken. On line b after each write that 
one of the following words that explains most accurately the chief fault 
of the excerpt. Use each word but onc^—siihjective, impersonal, flippanl, 
extravagant, inferior, conceited, verbose, illiterate, domineering, aggressive. 

1 I don't know what to think of your silence regarding this bill I have 
written you several times regarding it but I liave not yet received so 
much as a syllable of explanation from vou as to why it isn’t paid. 
1 confess that I am annoyed about it. 

a b 

2 We are of the opinion that the party referred to is not good for the 
amount mentioned. We should urge caution upon entering into a 
contractual relationship with him such as your letter indicates. We 
are sorry that we cannot give you a more satisfactory and encouraging 
report. 

a b 

3 There is no use wasting any more time about that order. It was filled 
immediately it was received, and sent out by special delivery. There 
may have been difficulty at the other end or in transit, and tracers 
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have been sent out to run it down. Information will be forw'arded 
just as soon as it comes our way — if ever. 

a b 

4 There is no doubt about the workmanship. Every piece of steel that 
goes into it is thoroly tested as a single unit of metal before it is 
combined with any other. It is then tested anew every time it is 
welded with another piece of steel. And then, when the entire frame 
is set up finished, and ready for covering, it is again tested both as a 
unit and as a component part in relation to all other parts. 

a h 

^ I know I can do that job for you. I have done that sort of work 
ever since I left elementary school. I am qualified, as a matter of 
fact, to undertake much more important things for >ou, as, I am sure, 
mv recommendations make clear. Incidentally, I took honors in both 
high school and coUege, but I am happy to say that I have never 
allowed my outstanding intellectual qualifications to make me con- 
ceited. 

a h 

6 I h(>pe I shall not be intruding upon your valuable time in writing you 

to say that I think I can do the work. 1 sincerely trust that 1 rhay 

be given a trial, and. if so. 1 can promise you my best effort and 
loyally in your services. I am willing to accept whatever wage my 
humble endeavors in your behalf indicate to vou I should receive 1 
apologize for taking up so much of \'our time, and I again express 

the hope that I may be privileged to serve you. 

a h 

7 Here is a book o'’ the most de\astating emf)tional intensity. Every 
syllable teems with a llvene^^ an 1 an interest that will absorb you com- 
pletely and lea\e vou hmp from sheer joy of e.xhaustion in the realms 
of revolutionary human experience. Elusive overtones are between and 
among all the lines, Seducti\e characterization confronts you on every 
page. Magnificent spectacle and intnguing analysis alternate to grip 
and vivify your mind and heart and soul. BLA I’ll IS BOOK NOW 
and treat > ourself to an enchantment of life and living the like of 
which is not to be had an\ where else on this mundane sphere of 
existence. Witness the kaleidoscopi" cavalcade of these pawns in the 
hands of Fate as he tosses them like a juggler thru the varied con- 
sequences of their erratic behaviorism. Easciunte your friends anew 
hy recounting to them >’oiir reactions to these immortal pages. It is 
a stupendous book, a monumental literary achievcmeiff, a grand and 
glorious record of the tragicomedy of Ine human race. 

a h 

8 Don't kid us! The goods were sent as per. and w'e have the signature 
of voiir receiving cierk on our duplicate invoice. So now, who's up 
in the air? Next time we deliver gtxxis to vou~oi. time and espe- 
cially packed— we'll nail ’em down right in the middle of your private 
office floor. Then ma^^be you'll be convinced \'ou got 'em! Our pri- 
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vate belief is that our merchandise is so greatly in demand that it is 
all sold before you have time to place it on your customary shelves. 
The turnover is, in other words, instantaneous! Hence, the shelves are 
empty all the time; we are accused of not filling orders promptly; and 
the ever accelerated hop-skip-and-jump of KELLY’S EXCELSIOR 
PRODUCTS over your counters makes it seem as if you are always 
“out of them.” Send us a real order next time and see how it feels 
to make great money! 

a h 

9 The author does not believe that these business reversals are due pri- 
marily to psychological causes, that is, to alternating errors of over- 
confidence and under-confidence in the business world; for he believes 
that “both confidence and pessimism are reactions of men's minds to 
objective facts” and that “it is highly paradoxical to treat the mental 
reactions and not the objective facts which they reflect or distort as 
the underlying causes of industrial progress or recession.” Nor does 
he agree with champions of silver and certain other schools of cur- 
rency reform that business depressions are directly due to falling prices 
and that falling prices in turn are exclusively the consequence of 
monetary influences. “A fall in prices," he says, “will not serve to 
depress trade unless prices are falling more rapidly than world pro- 
ductivity is increasing; and it is quite possible, if productivity is 
advancing fast, for a falling price-level to coexist with highly pros- 
perous conditions in industry and commerce." • 

a h 

10 Due to a change in my organization we are asking every credit cus- 
tomer to check their choice of the two methods of payment indicated 
below. It will in no way affect your standing with our firm. 'I'he 
present method of payment may he found just as satisfactory if not 
more so than these proposed new methcKls but my firm are desirous 
of getting the voice of its friends; the first line requiies you to write 
a single word, the second that you write a figure. 1 he self-addressed 
stamped envelope shall be found convenient for you immediately 
complying with this request. Won’t you please try and come in to see 
my new spring offerings now on display on the “Tenth Gallery.” We 
know that you will see both nice things and nice people here who 
shall tempt you much. I think in this instance it will compensate 
you to yield to temptation. The reason why we are especially con- 
cerned to have YOU come in is because you are the one of our 
numerous customers whom we always know make an intelligible respon- 
siveness to unusual sales incentives. 

a h 


C 

The following openings are “dead." Rewrite them, making them “alive." 

1 We have no market for such merchandise. 

2 We have made other arrangements for transportation. 
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3 Your terms are not sufficiently attractive to us. 

4 Another concern is offering us better 'nducements, thank you. 

5 It is inconceivable to us that the parcel should not have been received 
on time. 

6 Unless you reduce your prices you cannot retain our custom. 

7 Your terms are not liberal enough to interest any of our branches. 

8 Our customers would not tolerate the price increase you suggest. 

9 We do not issue the publication you mention, nor do we know who 
does or what the price is. 

10 We are buying the goods elsewhere now. inasmuch as your two or three 
last shipments were slow in reaching us. 

11 We arc adequately supplied for a long time with the merchandise 
you offer. 

12 Why should we make the change you suggest when everything is satis- 
factory at present! 

13 At a directors’ meeting today it was decided that this house would 
discontinue business with you at once. 

14 Wc are obliged to refuse your offer inasmuch as it came to us so late. 

15 We are astonished to have your letter saying that the new trap is 
unsatisfactory. 

16 Inasmuch as you neglected lo gi\c us the gentleman's address, it is 
impossible for us to get the merchandise to him on time. 

17 The goods which >ou say 'vere damaged left our offices in perfect 
condition, so the post ollice must be at fault. 

18 You do not understand our system, and we shall therefore explain it 
again. 

19 If you fail, as so many users do, to press the top down before using, 
why, of course, the thing will get out of order! 

20 Yours is the kickiest kick we’ve ever had, so don’t be surprised at our 
kick-back as follows. 

21 The trouble is that you do not give your salesmen enough help and 
encouragement in any way to enable them to do a good job for you. 
No man can work successfully for a L-usiness house that constantly 
nags and harasses him. And, by the way, when do 1 get that raise? * 

22 In 1929 he plunged, like everybody else, and lost everything he had. 
In 1931 he tried to stage a come-back but he has not been able to live 
down the wild habits that he formed during the peak years. In con- 
sequence his character, his capacity, and his capital are today com- 
pletely nil. He is likewise down and out physically, we hear. Don’t 
trust him for a red cent! 
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23 Our shipping clerk has fumbled again. Forgive him this last time^ 
and we promise to get him before this day is done! Incidentally, you 
are wrong about the number of cartons ordered. We have your letter 
before us, and it explicitly says six, but you make the figure 8 look 
like the figure 6. This cannot be held against him, but the other errors 
certainly can and will be! 

24 Don't tell us you can't pay! See the enclosed copies of your state- 
ments from three of the leading banks in this burg! You look solvent 
to us, Brother! Well, then, get that money to us, without any coax- 
ing by way of instalment ideas and stamped-addressed envelopes and 
cash-discount concessions! Thursday morning of this week is DFR 
TAG. If your certified check is not received by this time, why. POP 
GOliS THE WEASEL! 

25 Why not keep up with the neighbors? Why not look like ^ mil- 
lionaire even tho you jolly well know you can never be one? Discard 
that old meandering gasoline buggv of yours and take advantage of 
our extra special liberal terms on the new RIDEABOUT TRIPLli 
SIX. You’ll feel like a real citizen dri\ing this magnificent machine 
around town. .And, Boy. once you get that feeling you'll wonder why 
you’ve been such a piker all your life. 


D 

Tell in detail what is wrong with each of these letter beginnings, and re- 
phrase each in better tone and form : 

I I am the typist you arc looking for. 

2. Relieve your anxiety. I am the very person to put your correspon- 
dence into shape. 

3 I am not .satisfied with my position as stenographer in the Eagle 
Graphite Company and thought perhaps you might have a job to 
offer me. 

4 I want to make a change in my position inasmuch as my boss has 
refused to grant me a promised increase in salary. 

5 Thinking that you may need an expert stenographer you are receiv- 
ing this letter of application for a position with you. 

6 Please take note that I shall be available for a position with you on 
and after July first inasmuch as 1 have suffered certain unpleasantness 
in my present job. 

7 Having seen your advertisement in the morning paper this letter is 
sent to you wherein I herewith beg leave to apply for the position 
you have to offer me. 

8 Yes, sir, 1 was graduated last evening from the commercial depart- 
ment of Yates University, and am now ready to serve you in an expert 
capacity in the phenomenal industrial service that you are rendering 
our public. 
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9 Thank you for your atlvertisemenl in the morning Clarion. It spells 
opportunity for me and for you also. 1 am sure that we shall work 
together most happily. 

10 Fwgivc this intrusion upon your mo.st valuable time. But beg to state 
that I am qualified to fulfil the position that you so generously offer 
in your advertisement in today's Messenger. 

11 Goods were shipped exactly per your unler and immediately that 
order was received AND — we have receipt from your receiving clerk. 
So you're whistling down the wrong alley when vou accuse us of 
delays and inaccuracies. 

12 We arc great K disappointed in the report that you have just sent to 
Lis regarding the sales situation in the West, and regret to be obliged 
to say that, unless you can explain certain situations satisfactorily 
when next you are privileged to talk with us personally, feel that the 
situation will culminate in severing our relationship 


E 

Tell in detail what is wrong with each of these letter endings, and re-phrase 
each in better tone and form- 

1 reeling certain that you will not permit one so highly qualified as 
myself to escape \our employment \ ery Truly ^ ours 

f 

2 'Thanking voii in advance for the assignment w'hich I am sure you 
will give me after reading ihi', letter beg to remain etc 

3 In conclusion let me say that if the position is as good as >our adver- 
tisement would seen to irKlicate I am .^atisfieLi to go to work for vou. 

4 But, remember, please, I cc not possibh’ accept Ios.a than twenry-fu'e 
dollars a week and must in aLidilion have gasoline supplied for my 
car w'hich makes it possible tor me to arrive on time. 

5 In the cventuation of vour approval o; this letter ami of the enclosed 
recommendations I shall he pleased t • see \'oii some evening during 
the coming week. 

6 l.rKiking forward to a favorable reply and anticipating a satisfactorv 
relationship with vour old eslablishea firm I sign myself already Your 
Humble Servant and so forth. 

7 I shall consider it an honor to be in your employment and I sincerely 
hope that nothing will transpire \o pn cent same taking place as siK)n 
as possible. 

8 Again thanking you for this opportunity of addressing you and assur- 
ing you that vou will make no mistake in taking on one of my out- 
standing (]ualilicatians Most Cordially ^'ours, 

9 Give this matter your im^icdiate attention please as I am in a hurry 
for the goods and if they arc not precisely in accordance with speci- 
fications in order cannot be accepted and oblige yrs. 
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10 Unless we hear from you at once with remittance to cover the entirc 
amount of your long-standing indebtedness we shall resort to law and 
the courts to see whether a firm of our honorable standing is obliged 
to take all this trouble to collect money honestly due us. 

11 Our final word, then, is do not trust him inasmuch as you can see 
from the foregoing analysis of his financial condition and of his char- 
acter and reputation as well that he is not only not good now for 
the amount you specify but is never again likely to be if, indeed, he 
ever was. 

12 In short here is an opportunity for investment that comes in a man's 
way perhaps only once in a lifetime if that often and you’ll be very 
foolish inclced if thinking of the future of those beloved kiddies of 
yours if you permit this chance to slip past you unbenefited by. 


F 

Express each of the following in the form of a highly economized forceiul 
slogan ; 

1 Nowadays it is considered up-to-date to be economical. 

2 Inquire of the individual who has made himself the possessor of one 
of these. 

3. This coffee retains its exquisite flavor until you drink to the very bot- 
tom of the cup. 

4 If it isn't specifically marked with our name then you will understand 
that it is not our product. 

5 If you were to smoke thousands— nay, millions— of these cigarettes you 
would not find your throat irritated. 

6 In this publication you will find accounts of all events of the day 
that are suitable for and worthy of circulation among millions. 

7 By character and reputation, by history and personnel, you will find 
that this company is second to no other and first to most in the same 
line of business. 

8 Unless you take the best of care of them by using our preparation 
two or three times daily you will certainly become a member of that 
large army of sufferers. 

9 Everybody wants to look young and fresh and beautiful, and every- 
body can realize this worthy ambition by habituating himself and 
herself to the daily application of this product. 

10 There's nothing more clean looking and pleasing to the eye, and what's 
more, it will not sink in the tub and cause you to grope exasperatingly 
for it. 
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The parts of the business letter are as follows: 

1 Heading 

Place 

Dale 

2 Inside Address 

Name and address of person written to 

3 Salutation 

Greeting 

4 Body 

I he subject-matter of the letter 

5 Complimentary Closing 

Courteous conclusion 

6 Signature 

With oflicial capacity in which letter is written 

7 Reference Data or Annotations 

Annotation regarding enclosures and other matters 
Initials (or typed name) of the dictator and of the typist 

Part 7 and sometimes part 2 are omitted from friendly letters, 
tho the latter should not be omitted. Usually in friendly letters 
and in official letters the inside address is written at the lower 
left-hand corner of ihe letter, below signature, where the anno- 
tations are usually placed. In official letters the annotations are 
placed below the inside address when it follows the signature. 


The Heading 

On printed letterheads the typist writes in the date of the month, 
and the year. Usually these items arc centered under the letter- 
head itself or are placed to the right of it, thus establishing the 
righthand margin. On plain stationery the place as well as the 
date has to be included in the letterhead, and it is usually written 
on the righthand side as the topmast item of the letter. In 
friendly letters and sometimes (but rarely) in business letters the 
date is written at the lower lefthand corner of the letter. In 
social forms this placement is the rule. In the illustrations on 
page 237, as in most of the illustrative letters in this book, the 
year is indicated by four ciphers. Note that postal zone numbers, 
when given, follow the name of the city. 
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EXCELSIOR LETTER SHOPS 
BREWSTER CIRCLE 
WASHINGTON 
D. C. 


October 
1'welfth 
0 0 0 0 

The Bigsby Company 
123 Market Street 
San FTancisco, Calif. 

Gentlemen: Aticntion Mr. Jay Bronson 

This, the so-called modified style of letter set-up, has been sleadilv 
gaining ground among business letter writers for many years. It is 
neither so conservali\e as the letter on page 234 nor so extreme as 
the letter on page 236. 

Printed letterheads never have terminal punctuation, of course, no 
matter how conservatively punctuated the letters may be that appear 
beneath them. And in this form there is no terminal punctuation in 
either the date line or the inside address. But there are always a colon 
after the salutation and a comma after the complimentary closing. 
And there is always a period at the end of a declarative sentence 
closing a paragraph. 

As a compromise between the old and the new — as a sort of wa>- 
station between putting-off-the-old and putting-on-the-new— this letter 
style is both satisfying and beautiful, fhe blocked form gives it an 
agreeable uprightness and compactness that connote business practice 
and principle. Altogether it is to be recommended highly. 

A caution is necessary, however: Many typists place the colon stu- 
diously after the salutation and forget the comma after the com- 
plimentary closing or vice versa. Or sometimes they place a period 
after the date and then use no terminal punctuation in the inside 
address. 1'hese are slips — nothing more. But thev arc to be de- 
plored because they violate the cardinal principle of the mechanics 
of business letter cornposition — consistfncy. And perhaps they “show 
something” about an individual or a house — or both! 

Balance, proportion, focus, movement — the four fundamental princi- 
ples of Greek art — arc beautifully illustrated in this letter. The place- 
ment of the letter is pictoriallv harmonious with the page size and 
shape. The margins, corresponding to the mat in a framed picture, 
^e correctly proportioned. The paragraphs arc of about equal length. 
There is no discordant note anywhere, no out-of-focus display, no 
irregularity in the procession of parts. 

Very truly yours, 


0/8 


John B. Opdycke, President 
EXCELSIOR LETTER SHOPS 
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THE BUSINESS LETTER BUREAU, INC 
138 State Street 
CHICAGO 

June Tenth 
00 00 

Mr Irving Ravcnscott 
18 West Thirtieth Street 
New York Git3' 

Dear Mr Ravcnscott 

After ail, consistency is the one important thing in business letter 
cf>pv. If you indent in some places and not in others, the recipient 
of y()ur letters will decide that you have no positive letter policy, 
that you cannot make up your mind. He may conclude that yr>u are 
vou'rself an undecided and perhaps vacillating person. And this would 
be unfortunate 

You will probably not want to adopt a letter style and policy so 
“wide open” as this, with no period after Mr and no period at the 
end of a paragraph when its last sentence is declarative. Ihis is 
considered altogether too advanced — too radical — for most business 
houses — yet. But 1 prophesy that the time is not far distant when 
everybcxly will see the wdsdom of adopting this style. 'I'hc letter 
picture is certainly the more beautiful for not being dotted here and 
there and cverywheie with superfluous punctuation marks 

Note especially the simplicitv' of margining in this letter. After 
vour tvpisl has centered tlie elate (with which she will of course aline 
the complimentary closing) she has to think of only tw'o margins — 
the lelthand and the righthancl. The former is automatically kept 
even by the typewriter. The latter she must take .some pains with 
to keep it reasonably even, to prevent its looking like the hop, skip, 
ami jump of a mountain cascade. But she can do this the more 
ea.^ilv .since she is relieved of managing numerous margins (see the 
letter on page 234) and of inserting much useless punctuation 

(ireai unevenne.ss in right hand margining is also an indication of 
inconsistency. Since few syllables are longer than three or four letters, 
no line should be more than three or four letters longer than another. 
The trouble is that the average tvpist becomes so absorbed with 
the content of a line that she forgets to plan ahead mechanically to 
keep all lines even or nearly so 

Very trulv^yours 

John B Opdvcke 
'Mavaficr THE BUSINESS 
LETTER BUREAU. INC 


J BO — me 
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BETTER BUSINESS LETTERS 
987 COLBY BOULEVARD 
NEW YORK CITY 

October 26, 0000. 

Mr. Francis Kelchan, 

23 Warder Avenue. 

Denver, Colorado. 

Dear Mr. Kelehan: Re your query about style. 

This style of letter set-up is regarded by many people as being 
old-fashioned today. It is conservative, to say the least, just as the 
letter on the preceding page is radical. But many business houses 
still adhere to the indented form and to the terminal punctuation 
practice in all letter parts. 

It is a perfectly good style to follow, but it calls for more detailed 
observation on the part of the typist. She has five or six margins 
to keep in line, and she has to be particular about the placement of 
commas and periods. But the letter picture can be kept consistent 
if she will exercise care and patience in looking after, these details. 

There is one inconsistency, however, that most of those who adhere 
to this style of letter must take responsibility for, namely, the use 
of two signs to indicate paragraphing. The paragraph indention 
alone is sufficient notice that a new paragraph is beginning. But 
the spacing after each paragraph constitutes a notice to the same 
effect. There are. therefore, two signals for paragraph divisions. One 
notice ought really to be sufficient for anything. 

Indention harks back to the days when formality by way of en- 
graved forms held sway. Those who wrote letters by hand felt 
impelled to imitate the work of the engraver as far and as well as 
they possibly could. The tradition carried over to the typewriter 
when it came into general use. It is now equipped with marginal 
adjusters, to be sure, but even they require manipulation by the 
typist, and unnecessary movements are the result. Moreover, the 
indented letter always carries with it an atmosphere of restlessness. 
It appears to be a more nervous and fatiguing style than the blocked 
set-up. 

It is somewhat more consistent to use indented form and closed 
punctuation together. Both seem to belong to the same period and 
the same point of view. But there is nothing whatever wrong with 
using indented form and open punctuation together, and blocked 
form and closed punctuation together. 

Very truly yours, 

John B. Opdycke, 

Educational Director, 

Better Business Letters. 


JBO...MC...bt 
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12 East Twelfth Street 

New York City 3 
April 18, 0000 

Mr Harrison Eastman 
234 Madison Boulevard 
Topeka, Kansas 

Dear Mr Eastman 

The business letter really consists of at least seven parts. The head- 
ing (1) consists of the address of the writer and the date on which 
the letter is written. The inside address (2) consists of the name 
and the address of the person to whom the letter is written. 'I'he 
salutation (3) is a formal greeting or “Hello" to the addressee. The 
body (4) is the message proper, and it is of course the longest and 
the most important part of the letter. The complimentary closing 
(5) is a formal adieu or “Good-by" to the addressee. The signa- 
ture (6) consists of the writer’s name signed by himself below the 
closing, and of his name and official position filled in by the typist. 
The annotations or special data (7) are the initials of the dictator 
and the typist and the notation of enclosures or of any other memo- 
randa of importance to the firms concerned 

On printed letterheads the first part or heading is divided into two 
parts — the address of the writer (with other matter perhaps, such as 
kind of business, telephone and cable addresses, names of company 
officials) printed at the top of the sheet, and the date line or block 
written in by the typist just below the printed heading or just below 
it and to the right. There may also be a letter title and an attention 
notice, either or both of which would be placed preferably a few 
spaces to the right of the salutation, one above the other in case 
both are used. But it is not customary to use both 

In addition, th.'re may be a filing notation at the upper lefthand 
corner of the letter page — above the inside address. This is for 
convenience of establishing letter sequence and for finding data per- 
taining to its contents. There may likewise be at this place a brief 

key to the letter, such as. To Date 

By About Mailed And again, 

this part of the letter may contain a prescript, that is, an apology 
for tardiness of reply, an excuse for covering two subjects in a single 
letter, a word or two saving that a telegram or other message was 
received just as this letter was about to be mailed, and so forth. 
The prescript is no more to be commended than the postscript, but 
both have been known to serve valuable purpose now and again. 
It is well to remember that, generally speaking, data at the upper 
lefthand corner of the letter are fof the convenience of the addressee; 
at the lower lefthand corner, for the convenience of the writer 

Very truly yours 


John B Opdycke 
CRS 
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BETTER LETTER SERVICE 
777 WEST FIFTH STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 


From Murray Bates, Manager 
Subject **Tbe new letter” 
Enclosures Standard circular 
Mailed 9/4100 — 5 p m 
Dictated by WWD 
Typed by AMV 
Pages I 


To Mr Clarence Witherspoon 
Add ress V mesboro 
New Jersey 

Received 9/‘y/00—9 a m 
Answer io Inquiry of 9/2/00 
Reply Open. Follow up 
File number GW24365 


This letter set-up is strictly twenty-first century! Many people feel 
that a really businesslike letter procedure, such as this, would be a 
great improvement over the present traditional letter form. And 
it is still traditional and conventional, no matter how much it is 
liberalized thru open punctuation and blocked paragraphing 

These people regard Dear Sir and Very truly yours as superfluous 
and as parrotlike as Pleased io meet you and Is it warm enough for 
you. They would delete from business correspondence such mere 
formalities, and would concentrate all necessary data in brief tables 
either at the top of the letter (as here) or at the bottom, riieir 
contention is that this plan enables the writer to concentrate upon 
the body of the letter — the real message — and places all filing and 
cross-reference items in one place where a perfect corresfibndence 
sequence and history may be easily traced 


More important still, they contend, is the fact that the message in 
such a letter as this is much less likely to he harassed by hackneyed 
expressions. The minute the dictator says Dear Sir or Gentlemen 
he is automatically thrown into the old letter mood and atmosphere 
— into a “bromide” condition — and he mechanically begins to speak 
in the cliche idiom, they say. This “nev/ letter" will tend to coun- 
teract that deplorable tendency 

Reforms similar to this have been tried occasionally by business 
houses, but owing to employee inertia or resistance they have usually 
failed after a short trial. Never, probably, have they been aban- 
doned because of adverse criticism. Some critics do insist, howexer, 
that such an impersonal letter smacks something too much of the 
robotism that is so greatly deplored today by ladies and gentlemen 
of the “old school," that it is lacking entirely in those little courtesie'' 
and considerations that do so much toward making the world run 
with even a modicum of smoothness 


There may be much to say on both sides. If the stereotyped saluta- 
tion and complimentary closing tend to induce hackneyed letter 
language, so also may they be depended upon to take the edge off 
the temper of a business man when he has an unpleasant situation 
to treat in a letter. To hold to the old, however, just because “It's 
always been like this” is ridiculous. To refuse to put on the new 
just because “We've never done it like that” is ditto. A tailor once 
forgot to put the sleeve buttons on a cu.stomer’s coat. The customer 
sued — and recovered them! Habit hallucinate' 
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125 West 76 Street 
New York City 23 
May 15, (XKIO 


Centerville 
Bucks County 
Pennsylvania 
January 4, (K)00 


November 12, (X)00 


March 25 
00 00 

June 

23 

0 0 0 0 


June rifleenth 
Nineteen Hundred 


125 West 76 Street, 
New York 23, N. Y., 
Mav 15. OfKK). 


Air vale, Colorado, 
June 25. 0000. 


Coe I unction, Minn., 
May 3, 0000. 


November I welflh 
00(K) 


'I'he Tenth of Mav 
(K}(K) 


December 12, 0000. 


December 

12 

0000 


'I'here arc many other variants of dale placements, house practice 
and individuality deciding the issue in most cases. 


'Fiie: Inside Address 


In business letters the inside address, consisting of the name and 
address of the one to whom the letter is written, is placed usually 
on a line below the dale and at the Icfthand margin directly 
above the salutation. In friendly letters and in official letters it 
is placed at the lover lellhand corner. It is frequently omitted 
in friendly letters, but it should not be. inasmuch as a letter that 
becomes separated from its envelope cannot thus be forwarded. 
And if an exact heading has al.so been omitted it is unreturnable 
to the writer and is completely lost. In social forms it is always 
placed at the lower left hand corner. The inside address should 
be the exact copy of the envelope address. 

Mrs. Harrison Wentworth Mrs. Harrison Wentworth, 

181 Columbia Boulevard 181 Columbia Boulevard, 

1 larrisburg, Penna. Harrisburg, Penna. 


The Merivale Company 
Market and Calthorn Streets 
St. Louis. Missouri 


Scott, Thomas, and Peabody, 
534 riflh Avenue, 
Minneapolis, 

Minn. 


Market and Charnton Streets 
Bale Boulevard at Market Street 
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Broadway at Tenth Street 
39-06 'rhirty-fourth Avenue 
184 West 184 Street 
91-18 Ninety-first Street 
Tenth Avenue at Thirteenth Street 
Fourth Avenue and Tenth Street 
Fifth Avenue at 38 Street 
345 Sixteenth Avenue 


are better than 


Market & Charnton Streets 
Market Street — Bale Boulevard 
10th St. and Broadway 
39-06 34th Ave. 

184 W. 184th St. 

91-18 91st St. 

I'enth Avenue & 13th Street 
4th Avenue— 38th Street 
345 16th Avenue 

The former are clearer for the postman’s eyes and are complete 
in form and statement. The latter are abbreviated forms, and in 
some cases the items may be run together by the eye •at first 
glance. Serious mistakes have been made in handling letters so 
addressed that the street number and the house number ran 
together — 34 15 Street should be 34 Fifteenth Street. 

It is permissible in business letters as elsewhere to place both per- 
sonal and other title on the same line with the individual’s name. 
But the business title may be placed one line below the name in 
case a more symmetrical arrangement results from doing so. The 
words chairman, director, registrar, secretary, treasurer are always 
used after names, never before them. Professional standing or 
rank of two different kinds may be indicated with the name, but 
two tokens for the same rank or standing may not be used. 
Lawyers and attorneys are sometimes addressed by Esq. after the 
name rather than by Mr. before, never by both. The former is 
commonly used in England as the general personal title instead of 
Mr. Messrs, should never be used before the name of a business 
organization or corporation. It may be used in connection with 
legal or other professional partnerships. It is commonly used 
before the names of a law partnership. The lefthand forms 
on pages 242 and 243 are correct; the righthand forms are in- 
correct. 
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Dignified and Artistic Letterheads 


meMtone 

MOTO roMiKun 


Parkmam Picture Corpowvtiom 

1334 y'unscf BoulcvanI 
Oolifemio 


BMtPIC • OlUrOfiNU 


Sapertmot CV 
lumbar 33»176 


April 

Blztb 

0000 


WOOD OF EVERY KIND WOOp FOB EVERY ftlRMHB 

THE LONG-RANGE TIMBER COMPANY 

lESTABUtHID 1173) 

2361 Hanlaua Avciiim 

Jams R. muNc, ___ Haw»M»kmmaan.Sttrmmf 

Sahuu Rkrni. KircfVwirfM Saaol*, WMhiafim Wamii Tfwaiam 

iognat VhlrA 
0000 


h Raplfliifl Plaoaa 
lataf 93-2-AS 

eaaoD FERiowvranp, Knc. 

rnmmmmm CMy* Mlmmoanrl 

• 

0000 

July 

10 

executive offices 

THE HOWARD-WINTHROP COMPANY 

18 STATE STREET 

CHICAGO 

■ay Fifth 

0 0 0 0 

PUBLISHED MONTHLY • THREE DOLLARS A YEAR 

THE American Merchandising Magazine 

CnCAGO 

Direii-%^aH r^dvertising um nuiicaoo 

2S Daorbom fltoaal 

IS Wesl 19 SbMt *" 

Nmw York City 

Fabroary 2« 0000 


AIRS. MARY CURTIS, Rwident 


AMERICAN PRESERVING COMPANY 
AKINSIDE 
OHIO 


July Sixth 
00 00 
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THE American Specmcation Institute 

THE ENGINEERING BUILDING 

aos WEST WACEBR DRIVE 

CHICAGO 


■. J MUDT 


February 

10 

0000 


IHOtTHANO . BUSINBU 
VOCATIONAL 


ART TtLHNII AL 
iULNYIIIL 


Pitman Publishing Corporation 

Two Wat Forty-Fifth Street 

NEW YORK 
?0 March 0000 


American Institute of Filing 

OmneJ anj mans/ifj ky Ltbtary Bwu 
lhauuta «t ffaai/ 

Remington Raiul Building 
4(A Wjshingron Sirm 
BiilTalo, New York 

MiS" N Mdo sawyer July 6 , 0000 

Uiroctor 


FRANK A. RANDALL 

BTRUC 1 URAL UN(.INI-I K 
aof WliST WACKER DRIVE 

CHICAGO 

TELEPHONL CLHIBAl )l)i 

April Twenty -fifth 
0000 

FUNK & WAGNALLS COMPANY 

354 FOURTH AVF. ■ NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 

PUBLISHERS OF THE NEW STANDARD DICTIONARIES 

March Tenth 
00 00 
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A Few W ell-Addressed Envelopes 
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See pages 360 and 361 for the letters for two of these envelopes. 



Mr. Thomas Brainard, IVeasurer not Treasurer Thomas Brainard 

The Blair Oil Company 'Fhe Blair Oil Company 

or 

Mr. Thomas Brainard 

Treasurer, Blair Oil Company 

President James R. Treadwell 

The Keedick Industrial College 
or 

Dr. James R. Treadwell not Dr. James R. Treadwell, D.D. 

President, The Keedick Industrial College 
or 

The President of The Keedick Industrial College 

Dr, Harrison Hunter not Dr. Harrison Hunter. M.D. 

Dean of the Medical School 
or 

Harrison Hunter, M.D. 

Dean of the Medical School 
or 

Dean Harrison Hunter 

Blakeville Medical School 

Mr. Joel Ellert Chanler, Registrar not Registrar Joel Ellert Chanler 

North Mandeville College 
or 

Mr. Joel Ellert Chanler 

Registrar, North Mandeville College 
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Lawrence Hammersmith, Esq. not Mr. Lawrence Hammersmith, Esq. 
or 

Lawrence Hammersmith, Attorney 

Of 

Mr. Lawrence Hammersmith 
Attorney-at-law 

Professor Samuel Oilman 
or 

Dr, Samuel Oilman not Dr. Samuel Oilman, Ph.D. 

Professor of 1 listory 

Messrs. Tone and Zell not Messrs. Tone and Zell, Esqs. 

Attorneys-at-law 

The British combination forms — Harold Janver, Jr., Esq. and 
Harold Janver, Sr., Esq . — are not used in the United States (see 
pages 257 to 265 ). 


The Salutation 

The salutation should be started at the lefthand margin, not 
continued diagonally with the items of the inside address when 
that is indented. It constitutes a new category or paragraph in 
itself. These are correct forms in business and official letters: 

Dear Sir 

Dear Sirs (not generally used or recommended) 

(Tienllemen (preferable form) 

Sirs} primarily ofTicial letter salutations) 

Mv dear Sirs} three-word salutation is not generally used) 

Dear Sir or Madam (used when a letter is written to either a man or a 
woman, or when a writer cannot tell from the signature of the 
letter he is answering whether it is that of a man or a woman) 
Dear Sir and Madam (used when a letter is written to both a man and 
a w'oman) 

Dear Madam 

Deal- KLics{ 

I .adies 
Mesdames 
My dear Madam 

My dear Mesdames (see above for three-word salutation) 

Ladies and Gentlemen ^ 

Sirs and Mesdames (rarely used) 

These are used in friendly letters: 

Dear Mr. Jameson Dear Mary 

Dear Mrs. Thompson Dear William 
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The attention notice is preferably written on the salutation line at 
the center of the letter page. But it is sometimes placed on the 
line below and sometimes (less wisely) between the inside address 
and the salutation. 

The Erdman Company 

Lancaster 

Arizona 

Gentlemen Attention Mr. James R. Gill 

The attention position in a business letter is sometimes used for 
the title of the message or for some other notation calculated to 
help the receiving house. 

The Erdman Company 

1 .ancaster 

Arizona 

Gentlemen Rq Accident Policy 11678 

or 

Gentlemen 1hc J ones vs. Adams Case 

The title notice and the attention notice are rarely use^l in the 
^ame letter. But occasionally they are, and in such cases the 
attention notice should follow the general title. 

Gentlemen As to Inyuice_AF (o7 

At tention M r^ J :l\vcll B ronsoa 

It is good practise to underline the name of the person to whose 
attention the letter is called. It is correct for the salutation to he 
plural even with an individual attention notice, for the letter is 
addressed to the company and is called to the attention of Mr. 
Bronson as a member of the company. 

The name of a single individual used as a firm name requires the 
plural salutation and does not take the personal title before it. 

John Wanamaker not Mr. ]uhn W'anamaker 

not Messrs. John Wanamaker 

(ientlcmen not Dear Sir 

Madam is used for either a married or an unmarried woman. 
Gentlemen is the preferred salutation in all letters addressed to 
companies, even when a partnership consists of a man and a 
v.oman or ot men and women. Sir and Sirs, and Mesdames 
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and Ladies are used in formal and official correspondence, but 
rarely in business. Such blunt salutations as Gents, SW, Messrs., 
Miss constitute vulgarisms and should not be used. 

The use of My in the salutation is gradually passing. The better 
form of personal salutation is Dear Mr. Morrison, not My dear 
Mr. Morrison. Where the latter is still used the word dear is 
preferably not capitalized. 

In closed punctuation and in modified punctuation forms the 
salutation in business letters is always followed by a colon. In 
the open punctuation form it is not followed by any punctuation 
mark. In friendly letters a comma is preferably used after the 
salutation in the two former styles of set-up. 

Both the salutation and the complimentary closing are passing, 
especially from business correspondence. Many firms have rightly 
come to regard them as useless conventions and are omitting 
them. Others — the majority as yet — retain them because they 
represent ‘'good old custom" and savor of the epistolary amenities 
of an earlier day. 'fhere is no logical reason for their use, and 
another decade or two will probably see them eliminated alto- 
gether from business letters (see letter reproduced on page 207). 
If. as has been said in this book and in all other books on the sub- 
ject, letters should be nothing more or les^ than "conversation 
writ down," then the Dear-Sir and Very-truly-yours bromides are 
seen to be not onl}' illogical but ridiculous. 

Tuh Body 

T he body of a letter — business and friendly — must be regarded 
as a piece of regular composition, planned and paragraphed as 
any other kind of composition ought to be. In the main, how'cver, 
the paragraphing in the letter should be briefer than it is in most 
other forms of composition, ("arc should be exercised to keep the 
paragraphing uniform with the style of set-up e>tablished by the 
other parts of the letter, that is, blocked consistently with those 
other parts, or indented like them, whichever the policy of the 
individual house or writer decides. A succession of paragraphs 
ha\'ing very short last lines may give a lopsided appearance to the 
body of a letter, and it is nearly always possible to prevent such 
disproportional appearance. The righthand margin can be kept 
far more even than most righthand margins are kept as a rule. 
A little attention brought to bear upon it will work wonders. 
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Since very few syllables are longer than three letters (four spaces 
in case the hyphen is counted) it follows that no line has to be 
more than four spaces longer than any other. Yet many letters 
have lines that are carried to as many as ten spaces beyond others 
on the righthand side, and the appearance is ragged and inchoate 
as a consequence. 

The Complimentary Closing 

These complimentary closings are good: 

Truly yours 
Yours truly 
Very truly yours 

Yours very truly (these four are strictly business closings) 

Sincerely yours 
Yours sincerely 
Very sincerely yours 

Yours very sincerely (these are somewhat too intimate for formal busi- 
ness use) 

Cordially yours 

Yours cordially (these two have been called the "special acquaintance" 
closing) 

Yours respectfully 

Respectfully yours (these two are used in reports, in offiflal letters, 
and in letters written to acknowledgedly superior authority) 

Yours faithfully 
Faithfully yours 
Yours as ever 

As ever yours (these four, and others of their kind, are friendly letter 
closings) 

The complimentary closing should not be preceded by a parti- 
cipial phrase, such as Hoping for an early reply and Trusting this 
will be satisfactory. It serves no purpose whatever, and it may 
tempt into ungrammatical relationships. If used, it should always 
be followed by I am or we are in order that the participle may 
not dangle, that is, in order that the participle may have some- 
thing to modify. This is correct: 

Hoping to hear from you soon, I am 
Very truly yours 

These are incorrect: 

Hoping to hear from you soon 

Very truly yours 

Hoping to hear from you soon, and oblige 
Very truly yours 
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The terms I am, I remain, and oblige are hackneyed, and should 
not be used at or near the conclusion of a letter. Stop with the 
last necessary sentence of the body, and follow with the compli- 
mentary closing only. 

It is customary to separate the complimentary closing from the 
last line of the body of a letter by double spacing. But in some 
firms single spacing only is permitted, especially in letters per- 
taining to credit. This prevents the insertion of any material that 
might invalidate the message itself. The first word only of the 
complimentary closing should be capitalized. In closed punctua- 
tion and in modified punctuation forms, it is followed by the 
comma. In the open punctuation form it is not followed by any 
punctuation mark. Such abbreviations as Yrs., Resy, Tly. yrs. 
in the complimentary closing of a letter, are, of course, vulgarisms. 
(See the last paragraph under The Salutation.) 

The Signature 

Signatures to letters vary in form and placement. This is the one 
letter part that may be permitted to run riot against the principle 
of consistency in letter form. Individuality enters here. A per- 
son's signature is something strictly special to himself, and he 
cannot be denied the privilege of making it his very own. But 
every good business letter today carries — or should do so — ^the 
writer's name in type several spaces below the complimentary 
closing. The typist sees to it that it is typed here before she takes 
the letter out of :he machine. In the wide space between the 
complimentary closing and the typed name of the writer he may 
individualize his signature to his heart’s content and make it as 
customarily illegible as he pleases! The placement of the typed 
signature should correspond to the general letter form as to block- 
ing or indenting. 

Titles and degrees should never be used with signatures. It is 
always preferable for the writer (dictator) of a business letter to 
indicate his position below his typed name. In case a secretary 
signs for him, said secretary may sign his own name and follow 
it with For, then adding his employer's name. Or he may sign his 
employer's name, and initial or write his own after it, preceding 
either with the word By. The signature is the letter part that 
most aggressively defies prescription. Business firms and even 
departments within firms differ widely as to signature forms, as 
witness : 
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A man's name should be signed in full, or with two initials pre- 
ceding the surname. Never should the surname be preceded by 
a single initial. Harrison B. Smith is a good form. H, B. Smith 
is allowable, but not the best form. //. Smith is bad. 

A woman should always indicate whether she is Mrs. or Miss. 
Never should Alice D. Wainwright sign herself A. D. Wainwright, 
for the person who is called upon to address her cannot tell 
whether she is man or woman. 'I hese are correct: 

(Mrs.) Alice D. Wainwright Alice D. Wainwright 

(Miss) Alice D. Wainwright (Mrs. Herbert K.) 

Alice D. Wainwright is the woman's name. Mrs. Herbert K. 
Wainwright is her title, and it is permissible and customary for 
her to retain this as her title after her husband's death. A 
divorced woman may assume and use her maiden name, and it is 
a correct custom for her to do so. If she does not, she may find 
her married title duplicated, much to her confusion and the other 
woman's! Whether she signs herself Mrs. Alice D. Sanderson 
or Miss Alice D. Sanderson after she is divorced from M[. Herbert 
K. Wainwright, is entirely a matter of her choice. She may, 
however, keep the married surname and use her given name with 
it — Miss or Mrs. Alice D. Wainwright. She may, again, keep the 
married surname and use her maiden name as a given name with 
it — Mrs. Sanderson Wainwright. But she may not follow either 
of these in her signatures with (Mrs. Herbert K.). A married 
woman who keeps her own name for business or professional 
reasons may likewise use either Miss or Mrs. If she desires to 
iKive her married name known also, she must write both names, 
fhese rules apply also to letterheads (see pages 239 and 240). 

In all legal papers and especially in wills and deeds, a woman 
should use her name rather than her title. In each case, however, 
she should sign the name used in the drawing of the legal paper 
itself. It is wiser for a woman to use her name, not her title, in 
connection with a checking account at a bank. But usage varies 
widely in this. 4'he individual woman sets up her own custom in 
such matters. She may have Mrs. or Miss printed on her checks 
and may therefore endorse them with the personal title. She may 
also dictate the form of name she prefers carried on programs, as 
a patroness, in publicity accounts and sailing lists. A business 
woman should indicate her position after her typed signature at 
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the bottom of her letters. She may sign herself Mrs. James Hay, 
Mrs. Helen Hay, or Helen Hay on hotel registers. Husband and 
wife should always be registered under the form Mr. and Mrs. 
Aaron Wentworth, not Mr. Aaron Wentworth and wife. The 
woman secretary follows the rules mentioned above in regard to 
signing for her employer. If her position as secretary is confined 
lo a certain field she will indicate it, namely, Executive Secretary, 
Secretary of Personnel, Corresponding Secretary. 

Special Data or Annotations 

These belong at the lower lefthand part of the business letter — 
below the line on which the signature is typed and on the left- 
hand margin. They are properly written after everything else has 
been included. Last of all come the initials of the dictator and 
of the typist, and in this order. This means two sets of initials 
written in various styles: 

DR/CJ DR— cj DRcj DR**CJ DRxcj 

In case three people are involved, three sets of initials may be 
used. One may order a letter written; one may dictate it word 
by word; one (the typist) writes it. The last may sometimes be 
designated by a number: 

JBO/DR/CJ JBO...DR...cj JBO/DR/6 

In much business letter writing today the typed name of the com* 
poser of the letter is written where the first initials above stand 
rather than under the complimentary closing. This is also good. 
So long as the name is clearly typed in somewhere, it does not so 
much matter at which of these places it is put. 

James B. Ogden/cj James B. Ogden— CJ 

At this location should be placed any other matter about which 
the house sending the letter wishes to guarantee or safeguard or 
verify action. The initials above given arc of no importance to 
the receiving house. But lo the sending house they may be valu- 
able in tracing responsibility. In the same w^ay such notations 
as Enclosure, Three Enclosures, Catalog Mailed, Stamps Enclosed 
may later prove something or other for the house from which the 
letter goes. These words, and others like them, should be placed 
on a line just above the initials above explained. So also should 
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the sign Dictated by Mr but signed in his absence. But 

this notice has now luckily fallen into such disrepute that it is 
rarely used any more. It was never anything more in business 
letter writing than an affectation, and a very discourteous one 
at that. 

Data for the convenience or information of the receiving house 
should be placed at the beginning of the business letter. These 
are some of the many kinds of data tha^ may be desirable in this 
position : 

From To regarding date page... 

'f'o Dictated to by date 

Subject subject 

Date 

Dictated fune 24, 0000 
Mailed June 27, 0(K)0 
Held for importation invoice 

In your reply please mention LF46I 

Please mention File Number 22hib when you answer this letter 

And so forth. These arc but a few of the many devices that may 
be evoked by special conditions. 'Fhe general principle erf annota- 
tion of these and other kinds is impf)rtanl: for the recipient, 
annotations at the beginning of the letter; for the sender, annota- 
tions at the end. 


By way of review of the technical letter details above explained, 
the student will do well to study the two following letter analyses 
The first two letters aie extremely badly wTitten. But they are 
not exaggerated. T here are many so-called business letters in the 
mails at this very moment that are (luite as bad as these. T here 
are also, it is comforting to note, many business letters in the 
mails at this very moment that are quite as good as the rewritten 
ones below (perhaps better). 


A had reply to an inquiry-claim letter: 

James R. GrifTen, Fsq.. 

25 Madistjn Stjuarc 
New ^’ork (Ttv 10 


3 February, 


My dear Sir: — 

I am in receipt of your communication of even date and 
in reply would say that I am enclosing btjoklels asked for, 1 list them 
in order that you may check up. — 
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Foreign Trade Outlook 

Recommended Investments 

I'rust F'unds and their Management 

Liberty Bonds below Par 

China as Undeveloped Financial Territory 

The I Executor and his Work 

Our South American Ei ranches 

I am sorry that you have been displeased with our monthly state- 
ment forms. I will have duplicates of your last statement examined, 
and corrected form forwarded to you. Trusting this will prove en- 
tirely satisfactory, 

Truly yours, 

TAVISTOCK TRUST COMPANY 


A bad adjustment letter: 


Misses lones and Fverclt, 
222 Broadway— N.Y. 


181 Lenox Av 
June 25th 
New York 26 


pear Ladies, — We beg to acknowledge yr. esteemed favor of 20th 
inst and in leply would say that errors in acet for May are deeply 
regretted b}^ us. 1 ha\e taken immediate steps to have same cor- 
recteil and enclose herewith another statement which we hope will 
meet w'ith your entire satisfaction. 

We crave your jiardon, and beg to inform you that mistakes 
are made as result of circumstances over which I had no control, 
namely and to wit, illne.ss on part of many employees, removal into 
new building, disturbed and fluctuating market conditions, incomplete 
equipment due to removal, transference of certain employees from 
one dept, to another in order to help us overcome the disadvantages 
of our situation and etc. 

Hoping you wdll forgive us this time, regret- 
ting our shortcomings in connect iiai with and pertaining to your 
monthly statement, and trusting you have not been seriously incon- 
venienced thereby 

Yrs Resp'y 

Commercial Trust Company 
p.p. James Wickersham 
CO./JW/\'N 


The foregoing inquiry-claim reply written as it should be. It 
would be better in all such cases to write two letters, since two 
entirely unrelated subjects arc treated. When this is not done, 
however, some clear-cut partition should be made, as in the letter 
on the next page. 



254 


TAKE A LETTER, PLEASE! 


February 3, 0000 

Mr. James R. GriflFen 
25 Madison Square 
New York City 10 


Dear Mr. Griffen 


1 


The duplicate of your last statement is being corrected and it will be 
sent to you today, or tomorrow at the latest. We are very sorry 
indeed that our monthly forms have not been satisfactory to you. 
Please always let us know at once whenever our transactions and 
correspondence are not right in every way, and we shall do every- 
thing possible to make them so, especially in your case. 


II 

The booklets requested are enclosed, arranged as here listed for your 
convenience of check-up. 

A 

Foreign Trade Outlook 

Our South Ajnerican Branches 

Chma as Undeveloped Financial Territory 


B 

The Executor and his Work 
Trust Funds and their Management 


C 

Recom mended I nvestments 
Liberty Bonds Below Far 

We think you will find these both useful and profitable. Many of 
our customers have transferred funds to their advantage after study- 
ing these publications and conferring with us. 

Very truly yours 
Tavistock Trust Company 

7 enclosures 
CS/bg 


The foregoing adjustment letter written as it should be: 

June 25. 0000. 

Misses Jones and Everett, 

222 Broadway, / 

New York City 7. 

Dear Ladies: 

Your statement, revised and corrected, is enclosed. It comes to you 
under special delivery because we fear that you may be delaying 
important transactions pending its receipt. 
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According to our records you have been a highly valued customer of 
ours since 1920, and you have never before, we think, been obliged tc 
call our attention to error in our reports to you. 

This fine relationship covering more than fifteen years simply reacts 
now to make the present lapse of ours all the more culpable. We 
have neither alibis nor excuses. We would not impose them upon 
you if we had. We are very sorry, and we are appreciative of your 
indulgent attitude toward u.s. 

Yours very truly. 

Commercial Trust Company 
p.p. James Wickersham 

P.S. By the way. have you seen our new ladies' wallets of damascene 
cloth? We shall be happy if you will accept the two that we are 
sending to you by parcel post. These are made up in various 
tints and shades to match ensembles, and we shall be glad to 
give you others in different tones. They are to be distributed 
to certain customers of long standing on the tenth of next 
month when we celebrate our sesquicentennial, and you might as 
well have yours now. 

CD/JW/VEN 


Folding the Letter 

The customary way of folding a letter — for both sizes of com- 
mercial envelope — is illustrated on page 256. A slightly different 
plan, however, now increasingly used, is as follows: 

fx)r the large commercial envelope, turn the paper up from the 
bottom somewhat less than one third of its length. Then turn it 
down from the top somewhat more than one third of its length. 
The top fold extends over the lower a little, affording a thumb- 
catch. It may also enable the receiver of the letter to see part of 
the firm name before the letter has been unfolded. There are two 
horizontal creases in the paper by this fold. 

For the small commercial envelope, turn the paper up from the 
bottom somewhat less than one half of its length. Hold it before 
you so that part of the letterhead is visible. Then turn this once 
folded paper in from the right somewhat less than one third of 
its width, and turn it in from the left somewhat more than one 
third of its width. This last fold leaves a thumb catch. There 
are one horizontal crease and two vertical creases in the paper by 
this fold. 
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The welUturned~out letter is folded with precision (see exposition 
on page 255), 

( 
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Special Titles, Salutations, and Closings 

The title Honorable is used in addressing all elected and ap- 
pointed officials— municipal, stale, federal — in whom is vested 
major authoritative power. This means members of the Presi- 
dent’s cabinet, senators and representatives, governors, ambassa- 
dors, ministers, judges (with exception of members of the armed 
forces, and of judges of the Supreme Court for whom the word 
Justice may become a name), heads and members of important 
commissions and bureaus, mayors of cities, members of governing 
municipal bodies, and others who hold honorable place in any 
movement of public significance. Ri^ht Honorable (spelled 
Honourable in British usage, of course) is used in addressing 
privy councilors, commoners, knights, baronets, and the younger 
sons and daughters of dukes and marquesses. Children of peers 
and of maids of honor are addressed as Honourable. Most Hon- 
ourable is used with marquess, marchioness, and sometimes with 
earl and countess. 


Address 

Salutation 

Complimentary 

Closing 

The President 

The White House 

Washington, D. C. 
or 

President Roosevelt 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir 

To the President 

Dear Mr. President 

Respectfully 
submitted 
Respectfully yours 
Sincerely yours 
Faithfully yours 

The Vice-President 

United Slates Senate 
or 

The Honorable the Vice- 
Pre.sidcnt of the United States 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir 

Dear Sir 

Dear Mr. Vice- 
President 

Respectfully yours 
Very truly yours 

The Honorable 

The Speaker of the House of 
Representatives 
or 

The Speaker of the House of 
Representatives 

Washington, D. C. 

!sir 

Dear Sir 

Dear Mr. Speaker 

Respectfully yours 
Very truly yours 

The Honorable 

The Secretary of State 
or 

The Honorable Lee James 
Secretary of State 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir 

Dear Sir 

Dear Mr. Secretary 

Respectfully yours 
Very truly yours 

i 
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Address 

Salutation 

Complimentary 

Closing 

The Honorable 

The Secretary of Agriculture 
Washington, D. C 
or 

The Honorable James Hall 
Secretary of Agriculture 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir 

Dear Sir 

Dear Mr. Secretary 

Respectfully yours 
Very truly yours 

The Undersecretary of State 
Washington, D. C. 
or 

The Honorable James Dow 
Undersecretary of State 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir 

Dear Sir 

Dear Mr. Dow 

Respectfully yours 
Very truly yours 

The Chief Justice of the 
United States 
or 

The Chief Justice 

. 

Chief Justice Hughes 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir 

Dear Mr. Chief Justice 

Respectfully yours 
Very truly yours 

Mr. Justice Marshall 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Justice 

Dear Justice Marshall 

Respectfully yours 
Very truly yours 

The Honorable John Reed 
or 

Senator John Reed 

The United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir 

Dear Sir 

Dear Senator 

Dear Senator Reed 

Respectfully yours 
Very truly yours 

The Assistant Secretary of 
the Department of Agricul- 
ture 

Washington, D. C. j 

or 

The Honorable Henry Abbey 
Assistant Secretary of the 
Department of Agriculture 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir 

Dear Sir 

Dear Mr. Abbey 

r^.especifully yours 
Very truly yours 

The Honorable Thomas Lee 
or 

Representative Thomas Lee , 
The House of Representatives 
Washington, D, C. 

Dear Sir 

Dear Mr. Lee 

Dear Representative 
Lee 

1 

1 

Respectfully yours 
Very truly yours 
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Address 

Salutation 

Complimentary 

Closing 

Admiral John Tyson 
c/o I'PO San Francisco 
California 

Sir 

Dear Sir 

Dear Admiral Tyson 

Respectfully yours 
Very truly yours 
Sincerely yours 

Colonel Harrison Roe 
Department of War 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir 

Dear Sir 

Dear Colonel Roe* 

Respectfully yours 
Very truly yours 
Sincerely yours 

The Honorable James Brown 
Chief Judge, Court of Appeals 
Columbus, Ohio 

Sir 

Dear Sir 

Dear Judge Brown 

Respectfully yours 
Very truly yours 

'rhe Honorable Horace Piske 
United States District Judge 
Chicago, Illinois 

Sir 

Dear Sir 

Dear Judge Piske 

Respectfully yours 
Very truly yours 

Ilis Fxcellency 

The Governor of New York 
or 

The Honorable I lorace Beard 
Governor of New York 
Albany, N. Y. 

Sir 

Dear Sir 

Dear Governor Beard 
Dear Governor 

Respectfully yours 
Very truly yours 

The Honorable Guy Spensler 

I icutenant Governor of Ohio 
Columbus, Ohio 
or 

The Lieutenant Governor of 
the State of Ohio 

Columbus 1 

Ohio 

Sir 

Dear Sir 

Dear Lieutenant 
Governor 

I Respectfully yours 
Very truly yours 

The Honorable Maik Ordway 
or 

Senator Mark Ordway 

Senate Chamber 
rhe Capitol 

Albany, New York | 

Sir 

Dear Sir 

Dear Senator 

Dear Senator Ordway 

Respectfully yours 
Very truly yours 

rhe Honorable Aaron Smith 
or 

Representative Aaron Smith 
Assembly (chamber 
'Fhe Capitol 

Albany, New York 

Sir 

Dear Sir 

Dear R.epresentative 
Smith 

Respectfully yours 
Very truly yours 

I 

The Mayor of the City of 
Chicago 
or 

The Honorable Orson Howard 
Mayor of the City of Chicago 
City Hall 

C.'hicago 

Illinois 

Sir 

Dear Sir 

Dear Mr. Mavor 

Dear Mayor Howard 

Respectfully yours 
Very truly yours 


* Army and navy titles below the rank of lieutenant are preferably not used in salutations. 
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Address 

1 Salutation 

Complimentary 

Closing 

His Excellency 

The Ambassador of Great 
Britain 

British Embassy 

Washington, D. C. 

Sir 

Excellency 

Your Excellency 

Dear Mr. Ambassador 

Please accept. Your 
Excellency, the re- 
newed assurance of 
my highest respect 
and consideration 
or 

Yours respectfully 

His Excellency 

The Ambassador of Russia 
Russian Embassy 

Washington 

Sir 

Excellency 

Your Excellency 

Dear Mr. Ambassador 

Yours respectfully 
or 

I have the honor to 
be, with the highest 
respect and consid- 
eration, Your Excel- 
lency’s obedient 
servant 

His Excellency 

The American Ambassador to 
Great Britain 
or 

The Honorable Alan Davis 
American Ambassador to 
Great Britain 

The American Embassy 
London 

England 

Sir ' 

\ onr Fxcellc’ncN' 

Dear Mr. Ambassad(jr 

Yours respectfully 
Very truly yours 

The Honorable Pedro Lopez 
Minister of Guatemala 

The Guatemalan Legation 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir 

Dear Sir 

Dear Mr. Minister 

Yours respectfully 
Yours very truly 

The American Consul at 
Madras 
or 

Henry Treadwell, Esq. 
American Consul at Madras 

Sir 

Dear Sir 

Dear Mr. Treadwell 

Yours respectfully 
Very truly yours 

The Rev. President Thomas 
Conrad 

Dear Pieskient (Conrad 
Dear Doctor Conrad 

Yours respectfully 
Yours sincerely 

The Rev. Professor Howard 
McGill 
or 

Professor Howard McGill 
or 

The Rev. Howard McGill 

Dear Professor McGill 
Dear Dr. McGill 

Yours re.spectfully 
Yours very truly 
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Address 

Salutation 

Complimentary 

Closing 

Dean Harriet Black 

Grange College 

Boise City 

Idaho 

or 

Dean Black 

Dear Dean Black 

Dear Dr. Black 

Dear Miss Black 

Yours respectfully 
Yours very truly 

flis Holiness 
or 

His Holiness the Pope 

Vour Holiness 
or 

Most Holy Father 

Dutifully yours 
^'onr dutiful son 
(daughter) 
Respectfully yours 

His Eminence the Cardinal 
Archbishop Coe 
or 

His Eminence Cardinal Coe, 
Archbishop of Exeter 

Vour Eminence 

Dbediently yours 
Respectfully yours 

His Grace the Archbishop of 
Exeter 
or 

Most (or Vcrv') Reverend 
Archbishoj) of E.xetcr 

Your Grace 

Most Reverend Sir 
Very Reverend Arch- 
bishop 

Dear Archbishop 

Respectfully yours 
Sincerely yours 

'1 o the Right Reverend 
Harold 'E. Bass, 

Bishop of Cincinnati 

Right Reverend and 
Dear Sir 
or 

Dear Bishop 

Yours respectfully 
V'ours sincerely 

1 

Rev. Father Cassidy 
or 

Rev. James J. Cassidy 

Dear F'ather Cassidy 
Dtur Reverend Father 
Dear Father 

Sincerely yours 
Faithfully yours 
Cordially yours 

Reverend Mother Superior, 
O.SG2 

Reverend Mother Rosaria 

Reverend Mother 

Dear Reverend Mother 

^'ours respectfully 
^’ours sincerely 

Sister Alice Regardia 

Dear Sister 

Dear Sister Alice 

Yours respectfully 
\'ours sincerely 

Brother Bernardus 

Dear Brother 

Dear Brother 

Bernardus 

Yours respectfully 
Yours sincerely 

Dean Albert Gray 
or 

The Very Rev. Dean Gray 

Very Reverend Sir 

Dear Dean 

Yours respectfully 
Sincerely yours 
Cordially yours 


* Order of St. Gregory. 
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Address 

Salutation 

Complimentary 

Closing 

The Reverend William Grew 
or 

Rev. William Grew 
or 

Rev. Dr. William Grew | 

Dear Sir 

Dear Mr. Grew 

Dear Dr. Grew 

Yours respectfully 
Yours sincerely 

Yours cordially 

Rabbi Horace Denken 
or 

Rev. Horace Denken 

Dear Sir 

Dear Mr. Denken 

Dear Rabbi Denken, 

Yours respectfully 
Yours sincerely 
Yours cordially 

The Most Reverend His 
Grace 

The Lord Archbishop of York 
or 

The Lord Archbishop of York 

My Lord Archbishop 
Dear Archbishop 

1 have the honor to 
be, my Lord Arch- 
bishop, your faithful 
and humble servant 
or 

Your Grace's most 
obedient and hum- 
ble servant 

The Right Reverend the Lord 
Bishop of York 
or 

The Lord Bishop of York 

My Lord 

My Lord Bishop 

Dear Bishop 

I have the honor to 
remain your Lord- 
ship’s obedient serv- 
ant 

or 

I have the honor to 
remain, my dear 
Lord Bishop, sin- 
cerely and faithfully 
yours 

The Very Reverend the Dean 
of York 

Reverend Sir 

Very Reverend Sir 
Dear Dean 

Sincerely yours 
Faithfully yours 
Obediently yours 

The Venerable the Arch- 
deacon of York 
or 

Venerable Archdeacon of 
York 

Venerable Sir 

Dear Archdeacon 

Respectfully yours 
Sincerely yours 

Canon Armen ton 
or 

The Reverend Canon 
Armenton 

Reverend Sir 

Dear Canon 

Yours respectfully 
Yours sincerely 

The King's Most Excellent 
{and/or Gracious) Majesty 

Sire 

May it please Your 
Majesty 

Your Imperial Majesty 
Your Most Excellent 
Majesty 

Your Gracious Majesty 
Your Majesty 

Your Majesty's most 
obedient servant 
or 

I have the honor to 
be Your Majesty's 
most humble and 
obedient servant 
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Address 

Salutation 

Complimentary 

Closing 

The Queen's Most Excellent 
{and/or Gracious) Majesty 

Madam 

May it please Your 
Majesty 

Your Imperial Majesty 
Your Most Excellent 
Majesty 

Your Gracious Majesty 

Your Majesty's most 
obedient servant 
or 

I have the honor to 
be Your Majesty's 
most humble and 
obedient servant 

His Koyal Highness the 

Prince of Wales 
or 

Ili'N Royal Highness Prince 
Alfred 

Sir 

May it please your 
Royal Highness 

Your Royal High- 
ness’s most obedient 
servant 

Her Royal Highness the 
Princess Alice 

Madam 

May it please your 
Royal Highness 

Your Grace’s obedi- 
ent servant 
or 

I have the honor to 
be your Royal 1 ligh- 
ness's obedient serv- 
ant 

His Royal Highness the Duke 
of York 

Sir 

May it please your 
Royal Highness 

Your Royal High- 
ness's most obedient 
servant 
or 

I have the honor to 
be your Royal High- 
ness’s obedient serv- 
ant 

1 ler Royal Highness the 
Duchess of York 1 

Madam 

May it please your 
Royal I lighness 

Your Grace’s obedi- 
ent servant 
or 

I have the honor to 
be your Ro>'al High- 
ness's obedient serv- 
ant 

The Most Noble the Duke of 
Athol 
or 

His Grace the Duke of Athol 
or 

The Duke of Athol 

Your Grace 

My Lord Duke 

Dear Duke of Athol 

Your. Grace's most 
obedient servant 
or 

Believe me, dear 
Duke, >ours very 
sincerely 

The Most Noble the Duchess 
of Athol 
or 

Her Grace the Duchess of 
Athol 
or 

The Duchess of Athol 

Your Grace 

Madam 

Dear Duchess of Athol 

Your Grace's most 
obedient servant 
or 

Believe me, dear 
Duchess, yours very 
sincerely 






264 TAKE A LETTER, PLEASE! 

Salutations and complimentary closings for the following lesser 
degrees of nobility are similar to those given above, and are 
therefore not repeated. In formal letters addressed to peers — 
earls, viscounts, barons, bishops, lord mayors — the feudal My 
Lord is still used. But dukes, marquesses, archbishops are ad- 
dressed formally as My Lord Duke, My Lord Marquess, My 
Lord Archbishop. The wife of an Earl is a Countess. The wife 
of a peer may be addressed as Madam or Your Ladyship or 
Your Grace, if of high rank. Honourable and Right Honourable 
may be used for those of lesser rank. Ah. Archdeacon may be 
addressed as Honourable Sir. In informal correspondence Dear 
Lord So-and-so may be permissible, the style depending of course 
upon the relationship existing between the addresser and the 
addressee. 

The l^igln Honourable lord Ashley Marmaduke 

The Ri^ht 1 hmourahle Lady Ashley Marmaduke 

'I'he Most Honourable the .Marciucss Almansted 

The Most Honourable the Marchioness of Almansted 

The RighI Honourable the l-ail of Deniscott 

The Right Honourable the Countess of Demscolt 

The Honourable 1 larris Wcnscote 

Lady Patiicia W'enscole 

The Right Honourable the Viscount Shapland 

'I'hc Right Honourable the X'iscountess Shapland 

'Fhe Honourable Robert Shapland 

The Honourable Alicia Shapland 

The Right Honourable Baron Bakeisfcld 

1 he Right Honourable Baioness Bakersfeld 

Sir Hamilton Bartonfield, Bl. (or Bart.) 

Lady Bartonfield 

Sir Alfred Ferguson, K. C. 

Lady Ferguson 

'1 he Worship! ul the Mayor of l:xeter 
or 

'Fhe I.ord Mayor of London 

It may be helpful at limes for letter writers to know the most 
general titles of address in the four leading European languages. 
Firms having regular correspondence with Europeans, properly 
insist upon the use of the foreign title; those having only occa- 
sional corre.spondencc, with equal propriety u.se the English title 
The latter is always perfectly understood and respected. The 
abbreviations of foreign titles given on page 26*5 arc correctly 
used on the envelope but not in the letter. 

While international correspondents do not have to use the native 
French, German, Italian, and Spanish place names, they some- 
times find it convenient to know a few of the principal ones. 
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English 

French 

German 

Italian 

Spanish 

Mr 

Monsieur 

M 

Herr 

Herrn (to Mr) 

Signor 

Sig 

Sig*" 

Sefior 

Senor Don (with Christian 
name) 

Messrs 

Messieurs 

MM 

Herren 

Signori 

Sigg 

Sig‘ 

Sehores 

Sics 

Ml. 

Madame 

Mme 

Mesdames \ 

Mnies } 

Frau 

Frauen (plural) 

Signora 

Senora 

Scfiora Dona (with Chrisiian 
name) 

Miss 

Mademoiselle 

Mile 

F'raulein 

Signorina 

Senorita 

Senonta Doha (with Christian 
name) 

Misses 

Mesdemoiselles 

Miles 

(also Mesdames) 

1 raulein 

Signonne 

Sehorilas 

Son 

Fils 

Sohn 

Figlio 

Sig Figlio 

Hijo 

Sons 

Fils (Messieurs 

I les Fils de) 

Sohne 

Figli 

Sigg Figli 

i llR/S 

B rofher 

Frere 

i Bruder 

Fratello 

Sig f-ratclU) 

Hermano 

llo 

Brothel s 

Freies 

Briider 
('lebruder 
(Herren Wolff 
Bruder 

Herren C'lcbruder 
Wolff) 

Fra tell i 

Sigg t ratelli 

Hermanos 

ilos 

t’oinpany 

Sociclc ^ 

Compagnie * 

<>IC 

^ocit-tc Anonynic ^ 

Kompanie ® 
Gesellschafl * 

Society ® 
Socieia 
j Anonima * 

1 a Compr.nia “ 

1 a Socicd.id Anonima * 


\i)t .1 lorpoialion or parl!,cr>hip. 
*I,iniiicd liability company 


The French, for instance, call Antwerp, Anvers: Belgium, La 
Belgique: Britain, Bretagne; Brussels, Bruxelles; Dunkirk. Dun- 
quea]ue; lingland, Angleterre; Geneva, Geneve; Germany, Alle- 
magne; the Hague, La Have; Havre, Le Havre; London, Londres; 
Marseilles, Marseille; Netherlands, Pays-Bas: Rheims. Reims; 
Spain, Hspagne; Switzerland, Suisse; United States, Ftats-Unis; 
and France itself. La F'rancc. 

The Germans call Aix la Chapelle, Aachen : Alsace-Lorraine, 
Elsass-l^othringen : Antwerp, Antwerpen; Bavaria, Bayern; Bel- 
gium, Belgien; Brunswick, Braunschweig; Brussels, Brussel; 
Carlsruhe, Karlsruhe: Coblenz, Koblenz; Cologne, Koln; Dant- 
zic, Dantzig; France, Frankreich; Frankfort, Frankfurt am Main, 
the Hague, Haag; Hesse, Hessen; Mayence, Mainz; Mulhouse, 
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MuHiausen; Munich, Miinchen; Netherlands, Niederlande; Prus- 
sia, Preussen; Rhineland, Rheinland; Saarbruck, Saarbrucken; 
Saxony, Sachsen; Spain, Spanien; Switzerland, Schweitz; and 
Germany itself, Das Reich or Deutschland. 

The Italians call Antwerp, Anversa; England, Inghilterra; Flor- 
ence, Firenze; France, Francia; Genoa, Genova; the Hague, 
L'Aja; Leghorn, Livorno; London, Londra; Mantua, Mantova; 
Milan, Milano; Naples, Napoli; Padua, Padova; Rome, Roma; 
Spain, Spagna; Turin, Torino; Venice, Venezia; and Italy itself, 
Italia. 

The Spanish call Antwerp, Amberes; Barcelona, Barna; Cartha- 
gena, Cartagena; Cordova. Cordoba; Corunna, Coruna; Eng- 
land, Inglaterra; France, Francia; London, Londres; Madrid, 
Corte; Saragossa, Zaragoza; Seville, Sevilla; and Spain itself, 
Espaha. 

Prague, the capital of C/echo-Slovakia, is to Central Europeans, 
Praha; and Vienna is Wien. 

Social Forms and Announcements 

Formal notes, announcements, invitations, and the like, are ex- 
pressed in the third person and are usually given the decorative 
(irregularly indented) set when engraved. Salutation and com- 
plimentary closing are omitted. Dates are written out. The 
inside address is placed at the lower lefthand corner, as is also 
the date of sending when included. A reply to a formal invita- 
tion always repeats the date and hour mentioned in the invitation. 
The initials k.S.V.P. or R.s.v.p. {Repondei s'il vous plait or 
Reply if you please) are placed in the lower lefthand corner of 
such formal messages as require replies. Announcements follow 
events. Invitations precede events. Invitations to church wed- 
dings do not as a rule require replies, but to home weddings they 
do. Separate cards should be used to invite guests to a reception 
following a wedding. Impersonal invitations and announcements 
are engraved in full; personal ones have blank spaces in which 
to write names. Details of such forms may well be left to the 
engraver or stationer, who is able to give expert advice as to style 
and fashion in such forms. He will know whether roman, gothic, 
or script should be used, will be able to relate all the social forms 
of a family typographically, and may be depended upon to indi- 
cate correct forms of address. 
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The difference between a formal and an informal invitation may 
be illustrated by comparing some of the following forms with the 
two delightful ''regrets'' by Sydney Smith on page 276. 

Special Church Invitations 

The Reverend Joseph Donaldson 
Ordained to the Holy Priesthood 
by the 

Most Reverend Thomas Machern, D.D. 

Sunday, November eighteenth 
nineteen hundred and forty-four 
Archiepiscopal Chapel, Cleveland 
invites you to be present at his 
First Solemn Mass 
on Sunday, December thirtieth 
at eleven o'clock 
Church of Saint Joseph 
Cleveland 
Ohio 


The Reverend Patrick Gillan 
cordially invites you to be present at 
his Ordination to the Holy Priesthood 
to be conferred by the 
Most Reverend Francis Kehoe, D.D. 
on 

Saturday morning, March the twenty second 
nineteen hundred and forty-four 
at eight-fifteen o'clock 

Cathedral of Saint Ignatius 
Wayne 
Ohio 


Announcements of Engagements 

Engagements are generally announced verbally or by private 
letters to friends, but formal announcements such as these are 
sometimes used: 
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Mr. and Mrs. Horace Winterburn 
announce the betrothal of their niece 
Miss Eva Frances Carl 
to 

Mr. Charles V'anderpool 
1 insign. United Slates Navy 

Lensanoako 
April Twelfth 

Mr. and Mrs. Montague Montalvo 
have the honour to announce the 
betrothal of their daughter 
Maud Fdizabelh 
to 

Mr. Henry Haverill 

Stony Ridge 

Harlsville 

Pennsylvania 


Announcement of Hngagement and Reception by Mother ami 
Stepfather 

Mr. and Mrs. Julius Eisemann 
announce the engagement of their daughter 
Miss jane Levy 
to 

Mr. Moe Rosenbaum 
Reception 

Sunday, February tenth 
from four until seven o’clock 
at the 

Hotel Copley-Plaza 
Boston 

Announcements of the Breaking of Rngagements 
Mr. and Mrs. Horace Winterburn 
announce the annulment of the engagement of their niece 
Miss Eva Frances Carl 
to 

Mr. Charles V'anderpool 
F2nsign, United States Navy 

Lensanoako 

November Third 

Nineteen Hundred Forty-four 
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You are hereby notified 
that the engagement of 
Miss Jane Levy 
to 

Mr. Moe Rosenbaum 
has been broken 
June Twelfth 


Impersonal Invitation Issued by a Widow for Her Daughter s 
Wedding 

Mrs. Henry Harrison Blanchard 
requests the honour of your presence 
at the marriage of her daughter 
Martha 
to 

Mr. Howard Lawson Chamberlain 
on the evening of LYiilay, Januar\’ the f ifth 
at seven o’clock 

at the residence of her brother Mr. James Harrison 
fufty-five Maple Avenue 
Doylestown Pennsylvania 


Reception Invitation Enclosed in the Above Wedding Invitation 

Mrs. Henry Harrison Blanchard 
requests the pleasure of your company 
at the wedding reception of her daughter 
Martha 
and 

Mr. Howard Lawson Chamberlain 
on the o\cning of Friday, January the Fifth 
at half after se\en o'clock 

at the residence of her brother .Mr. James Harrison 
Fufty-five Maple .Avenue 
Doylestown Pennsylvania 


R.S.V.P. 
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A Wedding Announcement from Both Sides of the House 



MADAME VEUVE OTTO THOMSEN 
MONSIEUR ET MADAME JACQUES COPEAU 
ONT L’HONNEUR DE VOUS FAIRE PART 
DU MARIAGE DE LEUR PETITE HLLE ET 
FILLE MARIE 'HElENE AVEC MONSIEUR 
JEAN DASTE DU VIEUX COLOMBIER 


MADAME VEUVE ANTOINE BONTEMPS 
MONSIEUR ET MADMAE GEORGES DASTE 
ONT L'HONNEUR DE VOUS FAIRE PART 
DU MARIAGE DE LEUR PETIT HLS ET 
riLS JEAN AVEC MADEMOISELLE MARIE- 
HElENE COPEAU DU VIEUX COLOMBIER 


LA liMiOICTIOM hUrriALE LfcUA A donn£b 
DANS l'INTIMItI lb TkOIS JANVIER IQ.^S 
KM I'iCUSE DE rERMAND-VBRCCLBSSBl 


l>MVAN»Vt«CUMff tCOn’VCV 


M. EOVUrABD M CKOOmm * MJBf 


Invitation Issued by a Widow for Her Wedding 

The honour of your presence is requested 
at the marriage of 
Mrs. Howard Thompson Kneeland 
(nee Brin ton) 
to 

Mr. Floyd Raymond Fitch 
on the afternoon of Tuesday, December Third 
at four o'clock 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Exeter, New Hampshire 
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Invitation to a Double Wedding 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Blake 
request the honour of 

presence at the marriage of their daughters 
Mary Elizabeth 
to 

Mr. Paul Torregiani 
and 

Evelyn May 
to 

Mr. William Anderson Pye 
on Thursday, the twentieth of September 
at seven o'clock in the evening 
at 251 South Kensington Avenue 
Denver, Colorado 


Illustrating the Use of Titles 

Reverend (or Doctor or Captain) and Mrs. Thomas Binns 
request the honour of your presence 
at the marriage of their daughter 
Jane Katheryn 
to 

Mr, Stanley Lee Thanor 
Lieutenant, United States Army 
on Wednesday afternoon, June Twenty-third 
One thousand nine hundred and forty-four 
at half after three o!clock 
The Collegiate Church 
Haverford, Pennsylvania 
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Invitation to the Wedding Reception of Daughter by Divorced 
Couple 

Mr. Maurice Wertheim 
and Mrs. Paul Lester Wiener 
request the pleasure of 

company at the marriage reception of their daughter 
Josephine Alma 
and 

Mr. Ralph Pomerance 

on the afternoon of Friday, the eighth of June 
at four o'clock 
33 East Seventieth Street 
New ^'ork 

PS.V.P. 

Wedding Invitation Issued by the Bride's Brother 

Mr. Spencer Tray more Briggs 
requests the honour of your presence 
at the marriage of his sister 
Mrs. Thomas Briggs Jay 
to 

Mr. Anthony Man.son 
at high noon, April Fifteenth 
Nineteen hundred lortx'-tour 
St George’s C^hapd 
Lxeter England 

Wedding Invitation Issued by Contracting Parties, the Bride s 
Parents Being Dead 

rhe honour of your presence is requested 
at the marriage of 
Mrs. I'homas (jray Radnor 
formerly Grace Sylvia Conard 
to 

Mr James Buckner 

on the afternoon of May twenty-third 
at half after four o’clock 
Trinity Chapel 
Ogdensvillc Maryland 
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Wedding Announcement 

Mr. and Mrs. Hanneford Renee La Montagne 
have the honour to announce 
the marriage of their daughter 
Elise 
to 

Mr. Lee Laidlaw Stevenson 
on the tenth of April 
one thousand nine hundred fortv-four 
in Housalonic. Massachusetts 


Typical Birth Announcements 

Birth annoiincements are by no means in general use, but the 
following illuslrate the forms that are sometimes sent out. Some- 
limes a tiny card, bearing the baby's name, is attached by ribbon 
io the visiting cards of the parents. 


It’s a BOY Eight Pounds 

Harold Brewer Erickson 
Born iMay Fifth 

Mr. and Mrs. 'Lhomas Kay Erickson 


Harold Brewei Erickson 
Born May the Fifth 
Nineteen Hundred Foity-lour 
Mr. ajid Mrs. Thomas Ray Erickson 


Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kay Erickson 
have the honor to announce to 

the birth of a son 
Thomas Ray Erickson, junior 
on Monday, June the Eighth 
Nineteen Hundred f-orty-four 
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Invitation to Meet a Particular Person 


Mrs. Mary Frances Dearborn 
requests the pleasure of your company 
on Tuesday, May Fifteenth 
at three o'clock 
Thirty-two Lenox Avenue 
New York City 

To meet Miss Adelaide -Grainger 


Invitation to Breakfast 

Doctor and Mrs. Jonas Appleby 
invite you to join them 
at Breakfast 

at half after twelve o'clock 
May thirtieth 
The Pines 


Please Respond 


Special At-IIome Announcement and Invitation 

Major and Mrs. Reginald Thompson 
will be at home 
on 'Fuesday evening, April first 
from eight-thirty 
to 

eleven o’clock 

Three hundred twelve Beacon Street 
Boston Massachusetts 


General At-IIome Announcement and Invitation 


F^everend and Mrs. Benjamin Bartley 
.'\t Home 

after February first 
Twenty Park Avenue 
New York City 
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Announcement of Separation 

The announcement is made 
of the complete separation 
of Mr. and Mrs. John DeForest 
and the custody of her 

two children, Margarite and Alice 

Mrs. Agnes Marion DeForest 

Houston, Texas 
June 3. 0000 


Announcement of Divorce 

By authority of the decree of divorce of the 
Supreme Court of the State of New York 
granted to me, dated July the seventh, 
one thousand nine hundred and forty-four, 
1 have elected to resume my maiden name 
and to be known as Mrs. Jane Matiison 
Jane M. Collings. 


34 East Thirtieth Street 
New York City 
June the eighteenth 


Acknowledgme7it Cards — Acceptances, Regrets, and So Forth 

Mr. ami Mrs. Harold Lee Bronson accept with pleasure 
Mr. and Mrs. Chailes Rogers' kind invitation tor dinntT, 
riiursday evening, March tenth. Nineteen hundred fort 3 -four 
at seven o'clock. 

Grey lock Lodge 
March second 


Mr. Stanley Rayburn accepts with pleasure 
Mrs. Arnold Gluck's kind invitation for the evening 
of 1'hursday. May fifteenth, from eight until ten o’clock 

Queens Hall 
May tenth 
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Doctor and Mrs. Willard Lee Finney 
accept with pleasure 

kind invitation to meet 

on Thursday afternoon, June the tenth 
at Thirty Park Place 
Brooklyn New York City 


Captain and Mrs. Roger Blumenstein 
regret that a previous engagement 
makes it impossible to accept 

kind invitation to attend the 

in honor of 

on 

at 

Evergreen Lodge 
Littledale, Maryland 


The inimitable Sydney Smith could add spice even to the most 
conventional of formed notes. The ^'regrets* below may be com- 
pared to their incalculable advantage with such forms as are 
reproduced above. The first of the following notes was written 
to Mrs. Meynelf the second to Miss Berry. Both women were 
prominent in social and literary circles in Sydney Smith's time. 


Thy servant is threescore-and-ten 
years old; can he bear the sound 
of singing men and singing 
women? A Canon at the Opera? 
Where have you lived? In what 
habitations of the heathen? I 
thank you, shuddering; and am 
ever your unseducible friend, 
Sydney Smith 


Engaged, my dear Miss Berry, 
up to the teeth on Saturday, or 
should be too happy. It gives me 
great comfort that you are re- 
covered. I would not have sur- 
vived you. To precipitate my- 
self from the pulpit of Paul was 
the peculiar mode of destruction 
on which 1 had resolved. 

Ever yours, 
Sydney Smith 
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Mr. and Mrs. Harold Lee Bronson regret that they 
are unable to accept Mr. and Mrs. Charles Rogers' 
kind invitation for dinner, Thursday evening, March 
fifteenth, at seven o’clock, owing to a previous en- 
gagement. 

Grey lock Lodge 
March second 


Miss Thomasina Smith regrets her inability to accept 
the invitation of Mr. and Mrs. Harry M. Shook to 
be present at the marriage of their daughter Margery 
to Mr. Leon Mollet, on Tuesday evening, June the 
seventh, nineteen hundred forty-four, at i.evcn o’clock. 

Dragolinden Chambers 
May thirteenth 


Mr. Harrison Mabie 
gratefully acknowledges your ex- 
pression of sympathy in his re- 
cent bereavement 

The members of the family 
of the late 
James Boardman 
gratefully acknowledge your kind 
expression of sympathy 


Mr. and Mrs. Thompson Ellis 
thank you for 

your expression of sympathy in 
their recent bereavement 


Please accept my grateful 
acknowledgment of your con- 
gratulatory greeting 


Enclosed in a Wedding Invitation 

Reception immediately following 
the ceremony at the 1 lolcl Adlon 

Reception from eight-thirty until 
ten o'clock at thirty-one T Street 

Please present this card at 
St. Paul's Chapel 


will please present this card at 
the Chantr\' of St. George's on 
^^ridav, the thirteenth of June 
Seat number 
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At-Home Cards 

At Home At Home 


after March first 
Twenty-four Park Avenue 
New York City 


Tuesdays after March first 
at 

Thirty-nine Clark Street 
Baltimore Maryland 


Miscellaneous Social Cards 


M iss Mary Hartley Anderson 
acknowledges w'ith thanks yuur wedding gift 
and will write you personally at an early 
dale to express her appreciation of your 
kindness 


Announcing the Death of 


Robert 

Trainor 

Archibald 

Born 


Died 

Mav 'Fhird 


February First 

isso 


F)44 


Services at his Late Residence 
12 Witherspoon Avenue 
Philadelphia. Pa. 

Thursday livening, February Third, at Eight O'clock 


Relatives anil Friends of the Late 
Robert Coe Benson 
Are Invited to Attend Religious 
Services in his Memory 
at 

Grace Church 

Grant and Wycombe Avenues 
Friday Afternoon at Three O'Clock 
October Tenth 


Owing io the death of the shier of 
Miss 

the invitations hsued for Friday 
afternoon, October twenty-first, are 
recalled by 
Mrs. 


Owmg to the sudden death of 
Miss sister 

Mrs. recalls 

the invitations usued for Sunday 
afternoon, October twenty-first 
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Business Announcements of the Death of a Member of a Firm 


Jameson, Lee, and Company 
announce with profound sorrow 
the death of 
Mr. Harrison Compter 
for twenty-five years 
a loyal and beloved 
Member of this Firm 
on Tuesday, June twentieth 
at his late residence 
Wilmington Delaware 


It is with deep regiet 
that The Wechsler-Adams Company 
announces the death of its President 
Charles Towner Adams 
at Springfield, Illinois 
on Tuesday, January twenty-seventh 
For thirty years he has served this 
company in official capacity w'ith 
unwavering faithfulness and uncom- 
promising loyalty 


We announce with deep regret 
the death of 
Mr. Marlin Bronson 
Vice-President of our firm 
on Friday, June twenty-fifth 
at his home 

Radnor Pennsylvania 

Penn Mutual Insurance 
Company, I^hiladelphia, 
Pennsylvania 


Owdng to the sudden death of 
James Henderson 
Senior Member of this firm 
on Thursday, June the tenth 
at his home in Philadelphia 
these offices w'ill be closed 
until Monday, June fourteenth 

Brown, Henderson, and 
Alderschoit, Attorneys- 
at-1 aw 


Miscellaneous Business A7inoiivce}neuis 


HAROLD BANKFORT 
MODERN DESIGNER 
Announces his removal to 
321 Green Avenue, Chicago, 
on September first 

TELEPHONE 
R A - 6 - 4 1 08 




280 


TAKE A LETTER, PLEASE! 


Dr. Robert Clay Donaldson 


ANNOUNCES HIS SUCCESSION TO THE PRACTISE OF 


Dr. James Raymond SpeIncer 


WITH WHOM HE HAS BEEN INTIMATELY ASSOCIATED 
FOR EIGHTEEN YEARS 


OFFICE HOURS 
FROM ONE TO THREE P.K 


FROM EIGHT TO NINE P.M. 


332 CLARKE STREET 


BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 


^^nnouncing 

BLAINE AND CONARD’S 
New Stationery anJ En^ravin^ Service 

REPRESENTING EXCLUSIVELY 

Bouessevan of Paris 


LETTER paper 


VISITING CARDS 


INVITATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR ALL 
OCCASIONS 


SPECIAL HOLIDAY AND CEREMONIAL FORMS 




Saturday, all day fifteen p.m. 

^^sdncsday, until nine ^ Smoking is permitted, ColuTTihus 5^535, 
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AINSWORTH AND HARRISON 
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The Hale Community House Sculpture Committee 

requests the honor of your presence 
at the 

TWELFTH ANNUAL SHOWING 

Sculptures Done tn Soap, Clay, Putty, and Cement 

by the 

CHILDREN OF THE HOUSE 

18 Foraker Square 


June Third to June Eighth Inclusive 
Nine to Five Daily 
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ZjAe partes Compant/ 

REQUESTS THE PLEASURE OF YOUR PRESENCE 
AT THE 

PREMIER PERFORMANCE 

OF 

^Setter Tjhan Soid 

THE FIRST FULL-LENGTH DRAMATIC COMPOSITION WRITTEN 
FOR EXCLUSIVE BROADCAST PRODUCTION 


Thursday Evening, September Tenth, at Home 


THROUGH THE FACILITIES 
OF 

TJhe Sntemationai S^ad/o ^istributeon Company 


BOOK BY ANDREW J. BRAINER::> 
DIRECTION BY STEPHEN DAND 
CAST INCLUDING MARY STEWART, 
ROGER WORTHING. LEE TRAINOR. 
WILLIAM SIMPSON. AND RAY RAY 


SUBSEQUENT RADIO PRESENTATIONS 
WILL BE BROADCAST AT THE SAME 
HOURS EVERY THURSDAY EVENING 
UNDER THE SPONSORSHIP OF 
THE JANES COMPANY 



8:30 EASTERN STANDARD TIME 
7:30 CENTRAL STANDARD TIME 
6 30 MOUNTAIN STANDARD TIME 
5.30 PACIFIC STANDARD TIME 
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FUNK&WAGNALLS NEW 

STANDARD 

DICTIONARY 

At AH BooJbtoren 


The measure of a man it his use of words. The meaiuro 
of a dictionary W its choice of words. No dictionary 
eon Include ail the words in the Ian 9 ue 9 e . . . many 
are obsolete and therefore useless. The New Stondord 
Dictionory it a friendly guide to the living longuoge. 
it saves time because it is eoty to use, Every word and 
fact ore just where you would expect to find them— 
in one alphobelicel order. Four years of time end 
more thon $l,S0O,OOO. in money were spent in its pro* 
duction. Over 3S0 editors and speeiolitts were en* 
goged upon it. it has nearly 3,000 pages; gives ever 
dSS.OOO living vocobulary terms* centoins ever 7,000 
illustrotions, and many colored plates; has important 
features not found in any other dictionary. 

Always Kept V p to' Date 

The type of the New Standard Dictionary is kept 
standing^ so that the editors may moke changes and 
additions with every new printing. 

All editions supplied with Thumb>Notch index, luck* 
ram, |(8. Sheep, $22. 


fTrite for /»ee copy of ‘'Dictation Facts," A’o. J5; Romance in the Dictionary. 

FUNK & WAGNALLS COMPANY, Pubittbers. 354*360 Fourth Avenue, N. Y. 
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Visiting Cards 


Mrs. Harold Randolph Curtis 

The Misses Curtis 


Mrs. Harold Randolph Curtis 

Miss Curtis 

Miss Harriet Brown Curtis 

(The forms above may be used when a mother introduces her two daugh- 
ters to society at the same time. The older daughter's first name is not 
used) 

Mrs. Curtis 


Mr. Harold Randolph Curtis 


(This simple form of the woman's card is used when she is recognized 
socially as the senior social leader of her famil} ) 


Ihtshiess, Official, and Profcssiofial Cards 



Lima, Peru 














Tlin FRAMH AND THE PICTURE 287 



Ernest Greenwood 


American Representative 
International I abour Office 
Geneva. '*'wit7erland 


618 Seventeenth Street 
Washington. D. 
felephone Main 333 
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WORK 

Write and arrange the following business letter parts correctly: 


1 Messrs Wiston Packing co 

938 Penn. aven. Wash 
d.C 25 
Sirs, — 

2 Mr. John Wanamaker esq 

8th st. & Brdw’y 
N.Y.city 3 
My Dear Sir: — 

3 Nat. Assoc of office execs. 

1224 5lh Av. New ^'ork C. 
Att Mr G. Forbes 29 
Dear Sir; 

4 Miss Edith Sutton 310 42nd 

St. Buffalo, N. Y. 

Dear Miss, 

5 Dr. Harrison Bangs ;Sec. 

C/O Irving Trust co. 

34th St. — 5th Aven. 

N.Y.C. 1 

6 Yrs very Truely; 

Martin j. Baker, esq 
TC/MJB two enclosures 


7 Respectively yrs 

Empire state Plate Glass co 
Nelson P. King secretary 
DD/llR/NPK 

8 Yours friendly 

Kelly Springfield Tire co. 
j Roy McNamara 
AssifJtant to the adver- 
tising manager 

DWiJRMCL End 

9 Sincerely yrs.; 

Ilarrison Jones LLD. 
Editor & manager 
The Wholesaler 
MP — Harrison Jones 

10 oxforduniversitypressl Ufifth 
avenuenewyorkcitypublishersand 
booksellersschoolcollegeandgen- 
eralpublicationsmay23l940gen- 
tlcmenneweranrintingcompany 
25northkingstreetlancasterpenna 
verytrulyyoursjhamiltonsmith 
salesmanagerandsecretary for ♦ 
oxforduniversitypressjhsccfour 
enclosures 


11 “Unscramble” the following complete letter: that is, set it up in perfect 
letter form. Your task is exclusively one of arrangement, capitalization, 
punctuation, and paragraphing. Omit nothing. Add nothing. It is a 
complete letter requiring only a perfect set-up. Classify thfr letter after 
you have assembled it properly. 

thcaccounthasthereforebeenopenedinyourname 

andyouhaveeveryassuranceofourdesiretoplease 

you very trulyyoursthankyouverymuchforyour 

requesttoopenanaccountwithusharoldbrewster 

hbsswehavemadeinquiryoflhereferencesyouso 

kindly furnishedandtherepliesareineachcase 

satisfactorycreditmanagerdearmrscochranthe 

enclosedcardwillexplaintoyouthemechanical 

detailsofmaintainingacreditaccountatourshop 

youwillnotelhatstatementsaresentmonthlyto 

allcreditcustomersandthatbillsareduewhen 

rendered] anuary 17 1940mooreandlittledalenew 

yorkpoughkeepsiesuperiormerchandiserswe 

thankyouformakingthisrelationshippossible 

forusandwehopethatyouwillfmdourserviceall 

thatwearetryingtomakeitinyourbehalfweare 

alwaysopentoconsultationintheeventofspecial 

requestsofanykindonthepartofourcreditcustomers 

mrsjamescochranpoughkeepsienewyork324wickershamstreet 
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12 Point out ten specific errors in the following letter and comment briefly 
upon each error mentioned. Then (1) rewrite the letter correctly 
(2) reproduce the letter to which it is a reply. 

THE GRAYSON ELECTRICAL COMPANY 
ROCHESTER 
NEW YORK 

6/2 

Messrs. Howard Everett & Co. 

322 Market Street 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

Dear Sirs: 

We have your favor of the 30th ultimo and 
contents duly noted. In reply we beg to advise 
you that we have discontinued the manufacture 
of the number about which you make inquiry. 

Same was found to be not satisfactory by many 
of our dealers, who reported that the apparatus 
contained too man}' delicate parts. 

We are presenting a new model which is of 
sturdier build and which is equipped with the 
additional feature of an automatic control. More- 
over, we are protecting the dealer by e.xtending 
him our guaranty for six months' satisfactory 
service. 

We are enclosing herein an illustrated circular. 

This little leaflet also gives you a price list of this 
model, which is available in various sizes. Hoping 
we may be favored with your esteemed transac- 
tions. we are, 

Yours very cordially, 

W1LLI.^M THOMPSON 


TS/WT 


Sales Manager 
The Grayson Electrical 
Company 
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13 The marginal numbers below stand opposite lines in which there are 
slips or errors or “violations of preference” in English form or expres- 
sion (or both). Copy these numbers on your paper. After each num- 
ber thus copied explain what is wrong and what correction (or cor- 
rections) should be made in the corresponding line. Then rewrite this 
claim letter in correct form and tone. Write a good collection-adjust- 
ment reply to it. 

1231 Sycamore Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 
October 00, 0000. 

1 

Havemeyer Emporium 

2 5th Street and Grand Boulevard 
Washington, D. C. 

3 Dear Sir: — 

4 Your collection series have been received. As a matter 
of fact I have postponed taking up with you the little 

5 matter of my bill until all the letters came. Now that 

6 I have received it, lets talk turkey 

7 In the first place, 1 requested an itemized statement 

8 which you have never granted 

9 In the second place I have a credit of ?28. and fifty cts 

10 with you but its never been placed to my acct. 

11 Thirdly (as my revered step grandpa used to say) the dinning 
room set I bought was not as advertised — you advertised 

12 it for $100 and you charge me $125 for it. I showed 

13 your salesman who said he would make note of it 

14 Forlhly the oilstove was broken on delivery. You say you 

15 called three times' for it to make it right. Sorry, but 
this was your error. Am I to make a recluse of myself 

16 pending the whimsies of your delivery dept.? 

17 F’ifly (and we’ll call it a day) there is a number of other 

18 little things out of joint — O cursed spile! — ^with the total 

19 amount you say and still probably think I owe you. I would 

20 appreciate you trying to get Them right. If and when you do 

21 I'll consider sending you a check. 

22 Respiectivelv 

23 DAME VAN WINKLE. 

(Mrs. Ripley Van Winkle) 
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CHAPTER FOUR 


THE LETTER AND THE APPLICANT 

The good business letter begins with the subject to be discussed. 
It makes immediate connection between the prospective reader 
and the thing the writer has to say to him. Remote introductory 
matter is distinctly out of place. This applies nowhere with 
greater emphasis than in letters that have to do with selling 
personal efliciency, making introductions, and recommending one 
person to another. 

Age, nationality, purpose in writing, education, experience, salary 
expected (if requested), references, copies of recommendations, 
arrangement for interview (if suggested) are the principal content 
of a letter of application. It must be made to look well and to 
look important. This means that good stationery should be used, 
preferably of the larger commercial size, and that the letter should 
be typewritten. Care should be exercised to avoid an aggressive 
1-tone, but at the same time the writer should write in a strong 
and confident vein, otherwise he may be thought weak, timid, 
and inferior. He should be most thoro in analyzing the situation 
which evokes his letter, be it a help-wanted advertisement or an 
opportunity of which he has heard thru a friend or other source. 
He would do well to analyze himself in relation to the kind of 
opportunity that is offered, tc the end that he may be able to write 
a letter that will "dovetail” with the requirements of the job. 
He should say nothing that he cannot support; that is, proof of 
education mentioned, proof of experience claimed, proof of 
achievements listed to further his chanties, should be borne out by 
references or copies of enclosed recommendations, or both. 

Two particular kinds of recommendation are usually considered 
important. One pertains to character and reputation; one to 
education and experience. The former kind is general ; the latter 
should be made special to the position for which the application 
is made. The letters of application reproduced below vary in 
form and content but bear out in general these principles. The 
seriatim letter is usually considered better than the one that is set 
solid, but either style is permissible and the latter may be quite 
as good as the former. References should be listed in the order 
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in which the writer desires them considered, and all enclosures 
should be firmly clipped together so that the whole communica- 
tion will constitute a unity and nothing will be lost. In prac- 
tically all applications automatic reply should be arranged for 
— stamps or, better, a stamped, addressed envelope. (Do not use 
the term self-addressed in reference to an enclosed addressed 
envelope.) 

In introductions, the introduction proper should come first. This 
should be followed with the reason for making it, with a word or 
two about the person introduced, and with whatever request the 
introduction entails. In recommendations it is customary to list 
a few qualities first, and then to treat each one individually but 
briefly. 

Do not use such expressions as these in letters of application 
(see page III): 

In reply to your ad in the morning I beg to submit the fol- 

lowing 

Trusting that 1 shall have the pleasure and the profit of a favorable 
reply 

I shall expect dollars a w'eek. (It is much better to say what 

you have been getting and what your working conditions are) 

I have had three years in the banking business. (This is too general. 
Say exactly what department you worked in and what your specific 
tasks were) 

Do not use such expressions as these in letters of introduction: 

I take pleasure in presenting 
I have the honor to introduce 
Permit me to give you 

It affords me great satisfaction to introduce 

Do not use such expressions as these in letters of recommendation: 

1 consider it a privilege to recommend to your notice 

He is worthy of the greatest possible trust and confidence 

It gives me great pleasure to recommend to your entire satisfaction 
Mr. * 

1 consider it an honor to give testimony in behalf of his high char- 
acter and outstanding ability. 
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In reply to this advertisement 

WANTED — A well trained, experienced stenographer, one with some 
_ legal knowledge pi eferred, tho work to be done is strictly commer- 
cial. Slate education, experience, age, nationality, present employment 

and salary, reason for application, and references. Twaddell and 

Cousins, 1233 Market Street, Philadelphia. 

one applicant wrote as follows: 

It would be a mistake to overlook me in filling the position you 
advertise in the morning Inquirer. 

I am A1 in every respect. It would almost seem that you must have 
had me in mind when you penned that little masterpiece for the 
Help Wanted column. Give me a ring— MT 0-0000— and 1 shall make 
it possible for you to see me. 

My photograph is enclosed. Salary of $50. weekly will be considered. 

and ajiother did this: 

My achievements in the realm of Pitmanization have been noised 
hither and yon. and 1 am accordingly indelibly impressed with your 
restrained solicitation in the morning" publications for a stenographi- 
cal secretarial amanuensis. 

Fortunately 1 am at the present juncture a member of the regi- 
mentation of unempkned, and am therefore at liberty to consolidate 
my interests with your own at a moments notification. Both by 
educational attainment and experiential service 1 am preeminently 
qualified to render you superlative performances in the acknowledged 
artistry of abbreviated communication. 

but a third wrote this and got the job: 

May I ask you, please, to C'?nsidrr the following in connection with 
your advertisement for a stenographer in this morning’s Inquirer: 

1 My average rate of speed is one hundred w-ords a minute in 
straight copy, accuracy guaranteed. 

2 At the time 1 was graduated from high school 1 held, the record 
in the State for speed and accuracy. 

3 After leaving high .school 1 attended Blair College for two 
years, where 1 served as part-time secretary to the President, 
thus earning my tuition. 

4 For two >ears I was chief .stenographer to the Court of Special 
Sessions in this city, and for the past two years I have been 
serving in the same capacity with the well-known law firm of 
Brown and Inglesby, 25 Market Street. 

5 I am twenty-five years of age, American born, and live at home 
with my famil>. My present salary is thirty- five dollars a 
week 
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6 My application is made to you because your advertisement 
indicates that you are a commercial house. I do not want to 
continue longer now in legal stenography, for the reason that 
1 feel I know it well enough. It is excellent training for a 
young stenographer but my aim is to be a generalist in my 
field, not a specialist. 

7 You may address my present employers to ask any special 
questions about my qualifications and efficiency. You may also 
write to President Cummings of Blair College, Brookston, 
Penna., and to the Principal of Calvin High School in this city. 
I enclose, however, copies of recommendations from all of them. 

Inasmuch as my present employers are aware that I am looking for 
an opportunity to broaden my training and service in stenography 
they have very kindly arranged to permit me to absent myself from 
the offices for a short time on any day that I may be called for inter- 
view. If therefore you care to talk with me, please let me know and 
I shall be able and glad to call at your convenience. A stamp»ed 
addressed envelope is enclosed. 

This application is jrank and honest without being aggressive: 

Re your advertisement in the morning Bee: 

The following data will serve to show that my training and experi- 
ence tally with the requirements of your advertisement. 

Age Twenty-four. 

Family American for five generations, living with parents. 

Education Wells High School graduate, commercial course. 

I'ow'ne Industrial College, B.C.L. degree. 

Employment Since graduation from college, with the corporation 
law firm of Carstell and Barnaby, ISI Walsh Ave- 
nue, in the capacity of consultant on records. 

References Dr. Andrew Borden, Principal Wells High School, 

this city. 

President Charles R. Marslon, Towne Industrial 
College, New Brunswick, New Jersey, 

Archibald Carstell, Esq., senior partner of the law 
firm above referred to. 

Salary I have been receiving fifty dollars a week straight 

in addition to monthly commissions on work that 
I have been able to bring in to the firm These 
have amounted to about fifteen dollars weekly. 

Reason for My present connection holds little promi.se for 

Application the reason that three of the members of the firm 

have sons who are nearly ready to enter it. I am 
one who will be automatically supplanted, and I 
am simply looking ahead — and hoping. 

It is possible for me to call to talk with you briefly at almost any 
time, day or evening. I enclose copSs of both scholastic and service 
recommendations, and you are at perfect liberty to consult the writers 
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of these further in regard to me. Their addresses are enclosed, and 
I attach to each recommendation a stamp for your use. 

* 

This is a good application written in reply to a personal letter 

rather than to a newspaper advertisement: 

Thank you for your letter. It is very kind of you to remember my 
telling you that I should some day like to work for you. Father 
thinks it is a great opportunity you offer me, and, needless to say, 

I do too. 

\'ou want to know my qualifications. 1 shall give them to you 
seriatim : 

1 My tastes All of my instructors have told me that I am 
and aptitudes “mechanically inclined.^ 1 hope they are right, for 

1 love a workshop and machinery and the handling 
of tools. 

2 My education I finished the machine-shop couise at Dakin High 

in three years, and was graduated from Dale Tech- 
nical Institute last June. At both places I was 
first honor man, and at the latter I perfected the 
water-hot device that you mention in your letter 
and that has just this week been patented. For 
these reasons I think I shall fit into your factory 
especially well. 

3 My ambitions Well, I should first like to “make good** with you, 

1 suppose. Then I want to work out another idea 
or two of my own in the line of water heating and 
heat retention. If and when this comes to pass, I 
shall give you dignified notice and set up for my- 
self! But this is a long way off, I assure you, so 
please don't allow it to make any difference in the 
present situation. 

4 My wages Whatever you say will be satisfactory to me. As 

you know, I have worked for the past four sum- 
mers in the Graves L.»boratories and received thirty 
dollars a week. The important thing is to have 
steady work at an open job. I mean at a job that 
consists of something more than blind routine. I 
am not mentioning this for selfish reasons, but be- 
cause I know I can give you better service in such 
a job. 

I think this answers your letter fully. And I do hope 1 haven't said 
anything wrong, for I am looking forward with enthusiasm to being 
a workman in overalls in your big and important place. 

This letter is what the theattr would call castiN’G against type. 
It is unusual, certainly, to apply for a job for which an advertise^ 
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ment tells you you are not wanted. But this is a winning example, 
and deservedly. 

Your advertisement in today’s Leader calls for a road saleswflw to 
sell children’s wear. I hope you won’t mind my answering it — and 
applying for the job — especially if I am able to prove to you that 
I can hold my own with any man on the road? If I am able to 
do this, will you give me a trial? 

I have sold children’s wear for the Transblower Company for the 
past five years. Each year my sales have shown an increase of at 
least fifteen per cent over those of the pi^ceding year. This year 
I lead the sales force of twelve women and eighteen men. 

This record has been made on long hard road trips up and down 
the country, in all sorts of weather, in face of all kinds of compe- 
tition, and with never a day’s illness or a penny's loss in old trade. 
I ask no concessions in this business of selling shoulder to shoulder 
with men on the road. It’s hard, I admit. But all work is. And 
I’ve studied the road as I’ve studied men and their methods of sell- 
ing, and if you think that, just because I'm a woman, I expect con- 
cession.s, then please just give me a chance to try to prove to you 
that 1 don’t. 

Perhaps your advertisement reads as it does because you have never 
yet hired women, I'his is a day when traditions just have to come 
down off their pedestals, isn’t it? Isn’t a woman just as quick and 
intuitive about getting a buyer’s point of view as a man is, e^ecially 
when the article for sale is children's wear? Can a man talk color 
and quality and price and smartness and values belter than a woman, 
think you, when it comes to selling anything /or childrenf 1 don't 
believe he can, and all 1 ask is a chance to prove to you that I am 
right about this. 

Perhaps I want to make a change just because your advertisement 
got under my skin a little. 1 don’t know. And this isn't important. 
What is -important tho is this: 1 have studied the business you con- 
duct. I doubt whether you yourself have studied it any harder than 
I have, and you are a boss and I’m merely a "roadster." But 1 see 
in your business a great opportunity for a live s'dle^wowan. I have 
a burning ambition to be that woman. I have just about exhausted 
all the resources that my present job can ever >ield. Will you please 
subordinate your convictions a little and give me a trial? 

Here is an application that shows a fine sense of fair play: 

Your advertisement in the Times today interests me particularly 
because it seems to call for exactly the qualifications that I have 
and for exactly the service which I hope to be able to render to 
some house on my graduation from high school next month when 
1 shall be eighteen years of age. I am American born and live with 
my parents. 

During the last two years of my high school course I have been 
employed on the cooperative plan, that is, one week in school and 
one week out of school, working in a business office. For approxi- 
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mately seventy-five weeks now I have been the general office assistant 
at Blaine and Gertner's Emporium, Chelsea Avenue and Pearce Boule- 
vard. Mr. Horace G. Winterburn, my immediate supervisor, will 
recommend me to your satisfaction I am sure, and I enclose a stamped 
envelope addressed to him for your convenience in consulting him 
about me. 

My office work during this period has consisted of answering tele- 
phone calls, filing letters and other papers, keeping the office day- 
book, and, during the past year, taking dictation and typing letters. 
Just at present I am acting as Mr. Winterburn's private secretary 
also, because of the serious illness of his regular secretary. 

1 have for the past two years been an honor student at high school 
and have had two official designation^ as head boy — once in com- 
mercial law and once in stenography and typewriting. I enclose a 
copy of a letter from Principal Harry S. Wocxl in which he writes 
of both my character and my scholarship record. 

The position that 1 hold, cooperatively with an alternate, at Blaine 
and Gertner's is really a position belonging to the school and not 
to me, you understand. On my graduation it automatically goes to 
another cooperative student in the school. It is for this reason that 
I am now seeking a position. It would not be fair for me to try 
to hold my present tryout job (tho 1 think Mr. Winterburn would 
probably like to have me) for by doing so 1 should be interfering 
with some other student's commercial training. 


This introduction ou^ht to 
merit respect — and action: 

Miss Jennie Fairman, who brings 
this letter to you, is a good frie^^d 
of mine. She is spending the pres- 
ent academic year in Chicago doing 
graduate work at the University. 

She wants to gather some inforrna- 
tiori about highly organized filing 
systems, and she and 1 together 
have decided that a large mail- 
order concern such as yours is prob- 
ably the best place to study filing 
under the most extensive and in- 
tensive conditions. 

Will you therefore help her a little, 
please? In so doing you w'ill make 
a new friend and prove — again — 
your unfailing loyalty to an old 
one. 


The gentleman will probably 
be well received ajid perhaps 
even entertained: 

This will introduce to you Mr 
Charles Cadman v'ho is considering 
3 'our city as a possible location for 
a blanch of his large sewing- 
machine factory here in Tulsa. 

1 have known Mr. Cadman for the 
past tw'elvc years, and 1 cannot 
speak too highly of his business in- 
tegrity, civic spirit, and personal 
worth. 

If you can find it possible to help 
him a little in getting his bearings 
in your home town, I shall be very 
grateful to you. 
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This is a formal introduction of a general kind usually written 
on a card: 

Introduction of 

Mr. Arthur R. Brock 


to 

Mr. Harrison Foley 
by 

James B. Ogden 

Any courtesies that Mr. Foley can extend 
to Mr, Brock will be appreciated by his old 
friend. 


May 3. 0000 


JBO 


These two notes were written by the vice-president of a hank in 
a large city to two different hanks m another city. Note the 
praiseworthy effort to make them different and yet to make them 


say the same thing. 

1 

Mr. Harrison Hoadley 
of New York, a friend and cus- 
tomer of ours for many years, will 
present this letter to you. It is 
possible that he will have some 

business in which will 

necessitate banking connections, in 
which case we shall appreciate any 
courtesies you may extend to him. 


2 

This letter will be presented to 
you by 

Mr. Harrison Hoadley 

of New York, one of our good 
friends and a customer of# many 
years' standing. 

Mr. Hoadley is at the Chateau 
Hlysee, and has requested our rec- 
ommendations regarding a bank in 
your city. We are happy to give 
him this letter to you, and shall 
appreciate any courtesies extended 
him. 


This reference note is in part a form and in part a personal letter: 

Harry Way land, Jr., whose photograph is attached, has applied to us 
for work as designer in our house-construction department. 

We require all applicants to supply us with references as to character 
and ability, and this letter comes to you as result of that policy. 

The applicant has referred us to you among others. He says that 
he has been in your employment for the past four years and that 
he is leaving you because his lamily has moved to this city. 

Will you please help Mr. Wayland and us by answering the few ques- 
tions below? A stamped addressed envelope is enclosed. 


1 Are his habits correct? 

2 Is he able and industrious? 
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3 Do you think he can fill satisfactorily the position for 
which he has applied? 

4 Can you add anything else in his behalf that will help us 
in making our decision? 

Here is the answer to the foregoing reference inquiry. The ques- 
tions were not answered formally on the reference-letter sheet 
hut their answers were embodied in a full-length letter of recom- 
mendation covering much more than what was asked for. 

Have no doubts, please, about Harry Wayland, Jr. He has told you 
probably only half the truth, as is his modest way when he speaks 
of himself. It is an important part of his code of good manners not 
lo talk about himself, and he observes it sometimes almost too closely. 

Yes, he has been with us for four years. His character and habits are 
above reproach. He is a gentleman in every sense of the word, and 
he inspires trust and confidence not only among those for whom he 
works but also among those with whom he works. 

As a designer in the department you mention, he is qualified to make 
an excellent showing for himself. We fully intended lo promote him 
to the managership of our parallel department, and w'e told him so 
two months ago. But he would not permit us to reorganize the 
department just then in order to promote him because, according to 
his own analysis, the shifts entailed in doing so would have delayed 
or embarrassed some strategic operations then under way, and also 
because he had the feeling that his family would soon make this 
move. So we doubled his salary, and let him have his owmi way. 

This is merely one of many episodes of which we might inform you, 
to show the caliber of this chap. He is the sole support of his family, 
and his father has been an invalid for many years. You will make 
no mistake in taking him on. If ever you think you have done so, 
please send him bacK to us. 

This is a combined introduction and recommendation : 

The bearer of this note — Miss Alice 1 ox — is seeking a position with 
some good long-established business coucern. 

She is particularly qualified to render efficient service as private sec- 
retary in view of the fact that she has for the past two years been 
employed in this capacity by a college president. 

While her training and most of her experience have been academic, 
she is nevertheless a graduate of a business school as w-ell as a 
bachelor of arts from Cole College. She is therefore somewhat better 
qualified than the average applicant for ihe position of private secre- 
tary in business. She is quick, accurate, intelligent, and easily ad- 
justable to new conditions. She holds, I believe, certain records and 
medals for speed writing. She will tell you about these. 

I hope that you will be able to give Miss Pox employment in your 
office. There will be no regrets on either side of the house, I am sure. 
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Note in this general recommendation the special salutation form 
and the absence of a complimentary closing. The general recom- 
mendation is always so written. 

To whom it may concern: 

Mr. Henry Ketterer is a young man of sterling character, unusual 
ability, and indefatigable industry. He has been employed in our 
offices for the past five years in a variety of capacities, and he has 
never evinced anything but the greatest possible confidence in his 
employers and in their business, and has- never rendered anything 
but the most faithful and efficient service. ' We are extremely sorry 
to lose him, especially at this lime when work is heavier than ever 
before and when therefore his help is more necessary than ever. 

But a death in his family makes it imperative that he move to 
Kansas City and make it his home probably for many years to 
come. Since this is so, we are very much concerned about his finding 
satisfactory employment there. We are likewise eager to see some 
excellent concern in Kansas City avail itself of the rare loyalty and 
industry that he has to offer. To this end w'e shall always be ready 
and punctual in making this recommendation special and individual 
to any man or W'oman or company that desires us to do so. 

Charles Butterfield 
President 

Leather Products, ♦ I nc. 


Thn is a special recommendation, that is, it is a personal letter 
written in reply to one. The to7ie of recommendation is somewhat 
more restrained than it is in the preceding. 

The subject of your inquiry has been employed by us for the past 
two years and a half, lie has always been conscientious in dis- 
charging whatever duties were assigned to him, and he is honest and 
loyal in every way, as far as we aie able to judge. 

Unfortunately we are obliged to dispense with his services, not at 
all because he is not satisfactory to us, but because we do not feel 
that we can longer continue the position that he is occupying. By 
assigning his work fractionally here and there among other older 
employees, we shall be able to subtract one more item of cost from 
our budget, w;hich will still be too heavy for these strenuous days. 
There is nothing personal whatever in his dismissal. It is just one 
of those misfortunes that are so inextricably linked with the general 
depression. 

We shall do anything that we can to help him find congenial work. 
You w'ill make no mistake, we think, in assigning him in the man- 
ner you propose. But if you do not see your way clear to do this, 
we shall make effort to place him elsewhere. His domes! k situation 
is said to be rather desperate. But his father and his older brother 
both secured positions last week after unemployment for o\er a >'ear. 
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Once in a while — in a great while? — a letter such as this is 
written and circulated, as indicated. It is the sort of message 
that gives character to a house and makes employees proud to 
serve it} 

Thank you for your letter of February twelfth in which vou com- 
mend our representative at the Baltimore and Ohio Station, Mr. James 
Coater, for the splendid services rendered you. 

Wc are always glad, of course, to learn of instances wherein our 
employees excel in service, and when the good work of Mr. Coater 
caused you to take the time to write us so warmly in commendation, 
you made us happy indeed. 

\’ou may be sure that Mr. Coater has been apprised of your letter. 
It has also been passed along to our e.xecutives for their information 
and satisfaction. 

The following letter was written by James Russell Lowell ( ISI9- 
1891) to Nathaniel Hawthorne, as an introduction-recommenda* 
fion for William Dean Howells. Lowell* s facetious reference to 
the famous Roman consul Plancus refers to Hawthorne*s consul- 
ship abroad. 

Cambridge, August 5, 1860. 

My dear Hawthorne, 

I have no masonic claim upon you except community of tobacco, 
and the young man who brings tKis does not smoke. 

But he wants to look at you, which will do you no harm, and him 
a great deal of good. 

His name is Howells, and he is a fine young fellow, and has written 
several poems in the Atlantic, which of course you have never read, 
because >'ou don't do such things yourself, and are old enough to 
know better. 

When I think how much you might have profited by the perusal 
of certain verses of somebcxly who shal' be nameless — but, no matter! 
If my judgment is good for anything this \'outh has more in him 
than any of our younger fellows in the wa> of rhyme. 

Of course he can’t hope to rival Consule Planco men. Therefore let 
him look at you, and charge it 

To yours alwavs, 

1. R, Lowell 

It would be trite to refer to Percy Bysshe Shelley as an ardent 
youth, but it nay be desirable to do so in connection with the 
following letter. He '‘introduced himself” to William Godwin 
whom he did not know personally but whose work he admired 
(and whose daughter he was later to marry). Godwin was a 

’ LIsed by pei mission of The Wcsterii Lnion Telegraph Company. 
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dissenting minister and a revolutionary idealist. He came into 
political and literary prominence with the publication of Politi- 
cal Justice** in 179} and the novel "Caleb Williams" in 1794. 
Shelley of course knew both of these important works. He was 
twenty years old when he thus introduced himself to Godwin on 
January i, 1812. No modern youth ever wrote more enthusiasti- 
cally to his favorite movie star. 

You will be surprised at hearing from a stranger. No introduction 
will, nor in all probability ever can, auth«?>rize that which common 
thinkers would call a liberty; it is, however, a liberty which, although 
not sanctioned by custom, is so far from being reprobated by reason, 
that the dearest interests of mankind imperiously demand that a cer- 
tain etiquette of fashion should no longer keep *‘man at a distance 
from man,'* or impose its flimsy fancies between the free communica- 
tion of intellect. 

The name of Godwin has been used to excite in me feelings of rev- 
erence and admiration. 1 have been accustomed to consider him a 
luminary too dazzling for the darkness which surrounds him. brom 
the earliest period of my knowledge of his principles, 1 have ardently 
desired to share, on the footing of intimacy, that intellect which I 
have delighted to contemplate in its emanations. 

Considering, then, these feelings, you will not be surprised at the 
inconceivable emotions with which I learned your existence agd your 
dwelling. 1 had enrolled your name in the list of the honourable 
dead. I had felt regret that the glory of your being had passed from 
this earth of ours. It is not so; you still live, and, I firmly believe, 
are still planning the welfare of human kind. 

1 have but just entered on the scene of human operations: yet my 
feelings and my reasonings correspond with what yours were. My 
course has been short, but eventful. I have seen much of human 
prejudice, suffered much from human persecution, yet 1 sec no reason 
hence inferrible which should alter my wishes for their renovation. 
The ill-treatment 1 have met with has more than ever impressed the 
truth of my principles on my judgment. 1 am young, I am ardent 
in the cause of philanthropy and truth; do not suppose that this is 
vanity; I am not conscious that it influences this portraiture. I 
imagine myself dispassionately describing the state of my minil. 1 am 
young: you have gone before me — I doubt not, are a veteran to me 
in the years of persecution. Is it strange that, defying prejudice as 
I have done, 1 should outstep the limits of custom’s prescription, and 
endeavour to make my desire useful by a friendship with Wilfiam 
Godwin? 

I pray you to answer this letter. Imperfect as may be mv capacitv, 
my desire is ardent and unintermitled. Half an hour would be at 
least humanely employed in the experiment. 1 may mistake your 
residence: certain feelings, of which I may be an inadequate arbiter, 
may induce you to desire concealment: 1 may not. in fine have an 
answer to this letter. If 1 do not, when 1 come to London, I shall 
seek for you. I am convinced 1 could represent myself to you in 
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such terms as not to be thought wholly unworthy of your friendship; 
at least, if desire for universal happiness has any claim upon your 
preference, that desire 1 can exhibit. Adieu! 1 shall earnestly await 
your answer. 


Edward Young (1683-1765) author of the once famous '"Night 
Thoughts y tho he had married Lady Elizabeth Lee who was in 
favor with Queen Caroline, nevertheless "besieged Court favor* 
in the following letter to Mrs. Howard (later Lady Suffolk) 
mistress of George the Second. This letter has at least the 
seriatim method to recommend it, and it has other businesslike 
qualities also as a letter of application. It is "dated** Monday 
Morning, and the salutation is Madam. 


I know his majesty's goodness to his servants, and his love of justice 
in general, so well, that I am confident, if his majesty knew my case, 
I should not have any cause to despair of his gracious favour to me. 


Abilities 
Good Manners 
Service 
Age 


Want 
Sufferings'] 
and 
Zeal 




j 


for His 
Majesty 


These, madam, are the proper points of consideration in the person 
that humbly hopes his majesty’s favour. 

As to abilities, all 1 presume to sa>' is. I have done the best 1 could 
to improve them. 

As to good manners, I desire no favour, if any just objection lies 
against them. 

As for service, I have been neai seven years in his majesty's, and 
never omitted any dut}' in it, which few can say. 

As for age, I am turned of liily. 

As for want, 1 have no manner of preferment. 

As for sufferings, 1 have lost £300 per annum by being in his majesty's 
service; as I have shown in a representation which his majesty has 
been so good as to read and consider. 

As for rj^al, I have written nothing without showing my duty to 
their majesties, and some pieces are dedicated to them. 

This, madam, is the short and true state of my case. They that 
make their court to the ministers, and not their majesties, succeed 
better. If my case deserves some consideration, and you can serve 
me in it, I humbly hope and believe you will. 1 shall therefore trouble 
you no further; but beg leave to subscribe myself, with truest respect 
and gratitude, yours 

PS I have some hope that my Lord Townshend is my friend; if 
therefore soon, and before he leaves the court, you had an oppor- 
tunity of mentioning me, with that favour you have been so 
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good to show, I think it would not fail of success; and, if not, 
1 shall owe you more than any. 

WORK 

1 Answer the following advertisements; 

WANTED: A good private secretary, one well trained in the routine 
and practice of a large business office, and expert in stenography 
and typewriting. Must have high-school and preferably some col- 
lege education. State age, training, experience, special qualifications 
(if any), and salary expected. The Rcldway Company, 444 Chest- 
nut Street, St. Louis, Missouri. 

WANTED — Bright boys and girls about fifteen years of age, to 
make themselves generally useful in business offices. Reply in 
own handwriting explaining exactly how much you know, what you 
can do, where you have worked before and at what wage, who your 
parents are, what you intend to study for, how you get along with 
your teachers and other adults, w'hy you should like to have a 
full-time or a part-time job just at present, and any other details 
that you wish considered with your application. Give names and 
addresses of three pieople to whom we may write for character and 
educational qualifications. Address Harold Coe Grainger, Manager, 
Grainger Employment Service, 325 West Sixteenth Street, New York 
City. 

2 A business or industrial house in your community aclverttses in the 
local papers for young people who are willing to enter the enter- 
prise at the bottom and work themselves up deservingly. Appli- 
cants must have had at least three years of high-.school training, 
and must be willing to be adjudged in large measure by the form 
and quality of the letter they write in reply to the advertisement. 
This letter is to be a complete statement of their character and 
educational qualifications for such an opening. Write the letter. 

3 We .shall assume that your parents have always w'anted you to 
become a lawyer. But you have now pretty surely decided for 
yourself that the law is not for you, but that you are eminently 
qualified to become an A1 business man one of these fine days. 
Without any solicitation whatever — wn'thout knowledge that the 
president of your father’s house needs additional help — without your 
parents’ knowing it — you write a letter to the president laying your 
case fully before him and asking him whether he has now or is likely 
to have at any time in the near future an opening for a young per- 
son of your qualifications w4io desires more than anything else in 

the world an opportunity to ‘*make good” in the business of . 

You must mention >our parents in this letter. You must mention 
law. You must, ()f course, explain fully why you think you will 
make a good business man. Reproduce your letter. 

4 The manager of the department in which you w'ork in a depart- 
ment store has told the personnel director that you have been mis- 
placed, that by temperament, and probably by incli'iation also, 
you will be able to make a better show'ing for yourself in a certain 
other department, and that you should be transferred forthwith 
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for your own good and for the good of the service of the store. 
You protest. >'ou think you are exactly where you ought to be. 
You think you can do your best work where you are. You think 
that your education has qualified you to do the work you are now 
doing, better than you can do the work in the other department. 
Embody your thoughts and feelings about the matter in a letter 
to the personnel director. Reproduce the letter that he writes to 
your department manager, in which he requests that you be given 
further trial where you are. 

5 Let it be assumed that you wrote a letter of application in answer 
to an advertisement. Your application brought a request to call 
for an interview with the manager of the firm that placed the 
advertisement. During the course of the interview he asked you 
to write him again in a day or two, answering certain questions 
that he asked you during the interview and explaining somewhat 
fully your ambitions in life — what you think you are best fitted 
to become, what you are willing to do to realize your ambitions, 
what justifications you have had in your educational career so far 
to make you believe that you can achieve in life what you hope to 
achieve. Write this second letter. W'rite your original letter of 
application. 

6 You have been given the position, we shall say, that you tried very 
hard to gel. For the first month you were satisfied with the salary, 
you liked the work, and you made friends among the members of 
your department. But now, in your second month, you have learned 
that it would have been much belter for your eventual advance- 
ment in the business — aiid you wish to remain in the business and 
to advance — for you to have started on a lower level, with a simpler 
kind of work, at a lower salary than you are receiving. Your parents 
and your friends and acquaintances advise you to write the facts of 
the situation in a courteous letter to the head of the firm. You 
promised him, when he took you on, that you would “stick’* and 
grow and become, and dedicate your life to his house. Reproduce 
the letter you write to him. Reproduce his reply to it. 

7 Wc shall assume that you have been in business for a number of 
years, and are now retiring, '^^ou are eager, of course, to place 
your excellent secretary in a position such as her extraordinary 
merits deserve. It so happens th^* a friend of >ours, Mr. Forbes 
Roberts, cashier of the Chase Nanonal Bank. *57 Broadway, New 
York City, has told \ ou in private conversation that .he is looking 
for an able, trustw'urlhy, and confidential private secretary. 

1 Write a letter to .Mr. Roberts, recommending your secretary. 
Miss Alma Bron.son, 15 Sterling Place, Brooklyn. 

2 Write a letter introducing Miss Bronson to Mr. Roberts. 

3 Write a letter of congratulation to Miss Bronson after she 
has been cmplo\ed by Mr. l^'^berts. 

4 Wilte Miss Bronson's letter of gratitude to you. In this 
letter Miss Bronson draws a little diagram showing just 
where her office is located and just how the office furniture 
is placed. Reproduce her diagram. Remember that she has 
been in .voiir employment so long that she writes you in 
friendly rather than formal tone. 
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8 Write a point-by-point criticism of the following letter of applica- 
tion. Then rewrite the letter as you think it should be. This kind 
of application is sometimes called an unsolicited application because 
it is not evoked by any agency such as an advertisement or a letter. 

I have long desired to be associated with your bank in any 
capacity whatever. 1 mean by this that 1 should be willing 
to begin at the very bottom and to work up. I have heard a 
great deal of you and I have a good head for figures. At 
least, my mathematics teachers all told me just before I was 
graduated from high school last June that I have it in me to 
make something of myself financially. 

1 had very high marks in all my subjects at high school but 
my highest ones were always in mathematics — arithmetic, 
algebra, bookkeeping. In history and economics 1 did not do 
so well. But 1 have always thought this was because 1 stood 
so firmly for capitalism in all our class discussions while some 
of the others (and I think even my teacher) leaned a little 
too much toward radical socialism. At least 1 gathered this 
impression, but my parents would not have me mention it for 
the world. So please regard the matter as strictly confidential. 
But to get back to my job in your bank: I am perfectly will- 
ing to begin as messenger if you like, and then ultimately work 
myself up to something really big and worthwhile in a finan- 
cial way. For after all, money is the principal thing in life, 
isn’t it? 


I am nineteen now and have been working for Western Union 
for the past six months. Formerly 1 worked for the Postal Tele- 
graph, but the manager and 1 just reached the point where we 
could not see the service from the same angle at all. So it was, 
up to me to withdraw without too much ado. I'm like that. 
I’m not one to intrude. If things do not go right I believe it 
is the better policy to withdraw, don't you? 

At any rate, I hope you will give me your best consideration 
and permit me to come in to talk matters over when the time 
comes for you to take on additional help. I can supply you 
with the highest recommendations and references immediately 
upon request. 
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THE LETTER AND THE MANAGER 

Classification of the daily mail, as far as the average business 
house is concerned, is by no means possible in close or definite 
terms. It is always safe, however, to classify things into special 
and general. This chapter treats a little of those letters on a 
thousand-and-one subjects that the average business house, thru 
a manager or managers or others especially assigned, must answer 
day in and day out — the letters that it is all too likely to call 
routine and to answer in a routine way. There are temptations, 
well-nigh irresistible, to handle them mechanically — they are 
so numerous, time is so pressing, and the letter content is so 
repetitive. 

Theoretically, forms will never do; practically, they very often 
have to do. Theoretically, the acknowledgment of every order 
like the reply to every inquiry offers illimitable opportunities for 
building business relationships; practically and unfortunately, 
such letters have to be ‘'got off the desk'* within a specified time 
and cannot always be treated as they should be. But the word 
routine is being dropped in this connection, and business is 
increasingly giving every order and acknowledgment, every 
inquiry and reply, the personal business-building attention that 
should be given. 

Immediacy of action and genuine desire to serve are two most 
important elements in the so-called everyday transaction. If an 
inquiry is permitted to cool, sales or other business opportunity 
may be lost. If an order is acknowledged without x:onveyance 
of the impression that service is a privilege and an honor, then 
business will not increase as it should. The manifestation of the 
slightest irritability because the customer or the prospect has 
written an unintelligible order or asked a foolish question, is ipso 
facia a disqualification on the part of him who dictates answers 
to the daily round of letters that come in. 

Inquiries should be arranged seriatim, and should be so answered. 
Acknowledgments should include date of receipt of order, repeti- 
tion of order in particular cases, explanation as to how goods are 
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shipped, request for notification of delivery (also in particular 
cases), and always — a thank-you and a courteous sales note. 
Orders should be specific beyond peradventure. This means, first, 
exact description of goods ordered — size, quality, quantity, color, 
prices, catalog letters or numbers, and so forth; second, method 
of payment — cash on delivery, charge account, enclosed check, 
money order, and so forth; third, delivery — express, freight, mail, 
wagon, personal messenger. 

The letter of acknowledgment may under irertain conditions have 
to be a letter of adjustment. If the order omits mention of 
method of payment or encloses too much or too little, if the cus- 
tomer orders from an old catalog or indicates delivery by imprac- 
ticable means, the letter of acknowledgment needs to adjust. The 
illustrative letters below and in the next chapter will suggest still 
other inadequacies in letters of order that make letters of acknowl- 
edgment both difficult and highly responsible. 

The principle of directness, important in all kinds of expression, 
is of paramount importance in letters of the daily round — inquiry 
and information, order and acknowledgment, with the ramifica- 
tions that these entail. They not infrequently call for ^detail 
in planning and a courtesy in tone that letters of other kinds do 
not require to so exacting a degree. If every letter is a selling 
letter, then it should be borne in mind that these so-called every- 
day {not routine) letters, since there are more of them than of 
any other kind, constitute business gain or business loss just in 
proportion as their sales values are or are not realized by their 
writers. 

This inquiry is a good one: 

As an employee of the Company 

I have been appointed chairman of a committee 
to study form-leller plans with view to recom- 
mending the adoption of some form system for 
use of the company. 

So many gocKl things have been said about your 
.system that 1 should like to know about it in de- 
tail. Will you please — at your leisure — explain its 
salient features to me and let me see a few sample 
forms? 

I shall be very much obliged to you. 

But this reply is not an answer at all. It is merely a filled-in 
form, and does not fit the query at that. 
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In reply to your esteemed favor of May 17th beg 
to state we have a very complete line of letter 
forms and are prepared to serve your every wish. 

Hoping to be honored with your orders 

Very truly yours 

This reply, however, evinces personal attention on the part of the 
writer and the spirit of *'nothing-can-be-too~much-trouble~in- 
your-behalf” : 

Re your inquiry about our form paragraph system: 

For many years we had no such thing as a form paragraph in our 
correspondence practice. liut as business increa.sed, especially in our 
mail-order department, we found it necessary to devise certain forms 
for the saving of time and expense. 

Our first step was to have a clerical assistant assort the car’^ons of 
our letters for a given week into such groups as acknowledgment of 
order, inability to fill order promptly, inability to fill order at all, 
and replies to certain claims— damage, shortage, exchange of gootis, 
and the like. These carbons revealed many other situations as stand- 
ard, that is, as sufficiently general to justify form treatment. 'I he 
best treatment of any one was taken as model for our form para- 
graph. Sometimes the form paragraph was a composite of several 
good excerpts. Our derived form for complete, normal, unmodified 
acknowledgment is this: 

Thank you for j^our order of for 

with 

enclosure for 


The goods will be sent immediately by 


and >()U should have them not later than 

Fxact liuplicaie of V'our ordc’ will be found in the par- 
cel. Please tally against this when you unpack the goods. 

The cncloseii leaflet will cxtilain to you .some verv attrac- 
tive offerings and I’Richs. \Ve hope that you will look it 
thru carefully and avail vuarsclf of some of the many 
opportunities p re sc n t cd . 

The file designatiem for this form is ALf — i/cknowledgment unmodi- 
fied. In case we are short ol stock and cannot Ihereforc send goods 
immediately, the second paragraph is ^.hanged to lead. 

'The goods will be sent to >'ou in a few' days by 

^ou should have them not later 

than The brief delay is caused by a tem- 

porary .stock shortage owing to the unprecedented de- 
mand for these goods Depend upon us to do our very 
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best to get them to you in advance of the date indicated 
above if we possibly can. 

The file designation for this form is AMss — acknowledgment modified 
5tock 5hortage. The correspondent writes these initials in the lower 
right-hand corner of the customer's order letter and his stenographer 
understands that she is to substitute this paragraph for paragraph 
two of AU. 

There is a paragraph filed under AMos — the small letters meaning 
out of stock and not to be renewed; 

Unfortunately these goods were all sold before your letter 
came to us, and we cannot now tell you when they will 
again be available. 'V'ou will recall that our advertising 
warned that only a very limited number of orders coulcl 
be filled inasmuch as these were end stocks. We are sorry 
to disappoint you. We are returning your check to you — 
and we thank you just the same. 

Our forms for the adjustment of claims are filed under C. Cd is 
claim made against damaged goods; Cs is claim against shortage on 
receipt of goods — less or fewer than ordered were received; Cz is 
claim against sending wrong size, and so forth. Paragraphs one and 
three for all adjustments are as follows: 

Thank you for your promptness in informing us about 

the 

of the — we sent you on 

Only by the speedy action of the customer in such cases 
can the merchandiser do justice to himself. You must be- 
lieve us when we say that we are more eager to adjust 
claims such as yours than we are to fill initial orders. 

Please accept with our compliments the enclosed flexible 
leather order booklet. Note the half-dozen claim forms at 
the end. May you never have to use one of them! But 
in case something should go wrong again, this will make 
your end of the correction easy and our end will have to 
do all the work — and this is as it should be! 

Suppose the Cz paragraph is to be inserted: 

We are sending to you at once 

of the size you require, and we are enclosing postage re- 
fund for the return of those you cannot use. We have no 
explanation to make as to how or why the mistake was 
made — and it would not be important. The really import- 
ant thing is, do you get the by the date 

on which special delivery should bring them to you ac- 
cording to the promise of the post office here. 

These few details regarding our form-paragraph system will make 
clear to you its fundamental workings. Ours is not an elaborate 
system, yet our plan is elastic enough to permit of tremendous ex- 
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pansion. We have never cared to go in for an elaborate system of 
form correspondence. We do not believe in it to an extended degree. 
But to meet a few standard situations we have found the foregoing 
plan invaluable. 

It is important to tell you that we never use any form paragraphs 
for more than a year. Our present forms will be scrapped at the 
end of the year and fresh new ones will be devised. We are firmly 
convinced that such forms have earned the disrepute that they “enjoy" 
because business houses do not overhaul them often enough. The 
tendency is to use the same forms year in and year out — to be inert 
and indifferent and to let “well enough alone." We think this a great 
mistake. New wording, new format, new stationery forms even have 
much the same effect upon a form-paragraph and a new form-letter 
system as a good coat of paint has upon an old house. 


This letter shows that a mere 
form covering numerous simi- 
lar cases may have tone and 
quality: 

Thank you for your order of 

We do not appear to have an ac- 
count with you and to open one 
for a small amount would mean a 
detail and expense we must try to 
avoid, but we do want to be of 
service to you. We therefore fill 
the order, and enclose the bill 
which we shall carry on memoran- 
dum only. If you wiP kindly remit 
now and return the bill with v'our 
payment, this will help us ver> 
much in keeping down the detail. 

If it is your expectation to buv 
with some frequent regularily in 
the future and you desire the con- 
venience of a monthly account, vou 
will understand, of course, that we 
shall be very glad to arrange for 
this. If, however, this memo ac- 
count arrangement suits ^'our pur- 
pose, we shall be very glad to con- 
tinue it. 

We should like to hear from you 
often. 


This acknowledgment goes out 
of its way to make everything 
satisfactory (see page 97): 

Certainly. Come right along, and 
bring as many students as you care 
to bring. We always welcome school 
visitors, and we have made special 
arrangements for their accommoda- 
tion. 

When \ou arrive at the Eighteenth 
Street entrance of our plant, send 
in vour card and our Mr. Willard 
will see vou at once. Me will place 
vour partv in charge of a guide 
who will show >ou everything and 
who will tarry with you as long as 
you want him to in the press room 
where vou wu’ll see some of the 
largest printing presses in the world 
in operation. Me will welcome any 
q »‘"stions that you may have to ask, 
an i will answer them “with in- 
terest." 

If hv any chance something hap- 
pens to necessitate the postpone- 
ment of vour proposed visit, will 
\ou please let us know as far in 
advance of cancelation as you can? 
Wo make this request so that we 
ma, be helped in the routing of 
other parlies and in the assignment 
of guides. 

The enclosed card-map shows you 
ilic easiest and quickest ways by 
which to reach our building. 
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These four acknowledgment forms are courteous in tone: 


Thank you for your order of 
December third. The goods are 
being packed, and delivery will 
be made at your country home 
by the time you specify. 


Re Red Cavaliers, size 11^ 

Sorry, but the third item on 
your order of October tenth is 
completely out of stcKk and we 
fear it will not be renewable for 
a long time. Won't you please 
check a substitute on the en- 
closed prepaid card? 


The samples you requested are 
enclosed. It may be a wise pro- 
cedure to indicate a second 
choice as a substitute for your 
first in case that fabric has been 
sold out by the time we hear 
from you. All mailable pack- 
ages are forwarded free of charge 
to the customer. 


Your order is appreciated. The 
merchandise will reach you in a 
day or two. It has been neces- 
sary to have our store stocks re- 
plenished by transfers from our 
warehouse. This means a delay 
of possibly twenty-four hours at 
the most. We shall hasten de- 
livery for you in every way. 


The following note was written in reply to an inquiry about a 
certain locality in a state that has long been a favorite summer 
vacation land: 

Replying to >our esteemed favor take 
pleasure in sending you nooklet describing 
in the state of 


1'he booklet gave much general information about the place, but 
it did not answer one question that had been asked in the inquiry. 
1'he legislature of this particular state has never gone to the 
trouble or expense of establishing a publicity bureau. It main- 
tains merely an information de>k in the capitol. A similar 
inquiry about i resort was sent to the capital of another state 
equally famous as a summer vacation land. This is the reply 
that was made by the Summer Vacation Bureau of the State 
of 


We shall be delighted to have you .spend the summer with us here 

in While yj)ur inquiry does not, of course, commit 

you to do so, we hope that our reply will make you decide in favor 
of 


is a beautiiul mountain village skirted but not dis- 
turbed by the new cement road between and 
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The townspeople saw to it that the road went around 

rather than thru their little beauty spot. It is about three thousand 
feet above sea level; the air is always cool and clean; and the natural 
spring waters are unsurpassed anywhere in the country. 

In the neighborhood of are some of the most striking 

scenic attractions to be found in the United States. Mount Blerner 
and Knife Notch and the region surrounding them are said to be 
the wildest and most thrilling views in American scenery. Hunting, 
tennis, golf, riding, driving, bathing — every summer sport — are all 

excellently provided for at And the participation in 

any kind of sport is made doubly exhilarating, isn't it, when it is 
enjoyed where Nature herself has made sport out of mountains and 
music out of brooks and waterfalls. 

A list of hotels is enclosed, with exact locations, prices, special offer- 
ings for the season, and so on. There are also lists of our promi- 
nent summer residents and of the several state and national sports 
meets to be held here during the next six months. Under other 
cover a de luxe booklet comes to you. The color photography is by 
the famous who lives at the year round. 

Enclosed is a stamped addressed envelope for your u.se in writing us 

further. We feel sure that you will want to know more about 

. than we have been able to tell you in this short letter, 

especially after you have examined the booklet. Please consult us 
freolv about all the things that we have forgotten. AND PLEASE 
COME TO 


This letter is none the worse for its violation of the two-subject 
rule: 

We acknowledge >’our letter of March 27, and regret there has been 
some delay in replying to it because of oversight. 

Our salesman understood that you wished us to use the woman’s 
figure tor one side of each link: and therefore we estimated for 
only the two masks in the design submitted. 

To make a pair of links with two masks on each link will cost approxi- 
mately ?2(K). We shall have to see the design again to estimate the 
price exactly. 

The allowance for the old cuff links will be ^12.25. 

Thank you for your favorable cornmijnt on our policy of open punc- 
tuation in our correspondence, which we adopted about fifteen years 
ago. 

We did not use typewriters for correspondence until 1910. 

Our correspondence has for a great many years been centralized and 
passed on by trained supervisors. 
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The bookkeeping form cannot be too highly recommended for a 
letter of order: 

Will you please send me the following and charge against my monthly 
account? Perhaps the quickest and most convenient delivery can be 
made by way of American Railway Express, since deliveries are made 
by this company twice a day in the suburbs. 


Item 

Number 

Number 

Ordered 

Title or Description 

Item 

Price 

Total 

Price 

2441 

10 reams 

Blue-White Gobbler Bond 

1 .50 

1 5.00 

2763 

12 reams 

Mauve Water-marked Bond 

.85 

10.20 

2772 

4 boxes 

Ever-Grip Fasteners 

.20 

.80 

3001 

1 gross 

Shelf-sharpening Pencils 

1.00 

100 

3111 

5 gross 

Mechanics Measures j 

1.25 

6.25 


Total 

523.25 


The Gobbler Bond is an experiment. 1 am ordering it as result of 
the strong promotion letter you sent to me last month. If it 
"measures up” 1 shall adopt it for permanent use in place of the 
Kurlner, which, you will recall, I have ordered in large quantities for 
the past half-dozen years. 

This letter of confirmation could not evince better tome and 
cooperation: 

Confirming our telephone conversation of this morning I am writing 
to remind you that your wagon is to call for one four-drawer filing, 
cabinet and one four-drawer card cabinet. 

The former is to be delivered to our downtown office at 131 Mason 
Street, and the latter to our midlown office at 18 Grand Avenue. 

To replace these pieces at the above addres.s, you are to deliver one 
two-drawer cabinet on a stand and four four-drawer card cabinets. 

I am sorry that a mistake was made in these deliveries. It is my 
fault entirely. 


t^ote again the tabular arrangement and the consistent set-up: 


Please send me the following articles listed from your special sale 
announcement in the morning papers. 


Qne Dozen Arrow Collars, size 15K' | 1.80 

Three Pairs Silk Socks, size 11 1.50 

One Dozen Supreme White Handkerchiefs, 

half-inch hem, initial K 3.00 

Three Manhattan Shirts, size 15, sleeve length 

35 1.25.... 

Three Black Ties (special sale advertised to- 
day — clipping attached) 1. 00 


3.00 

3.75 

3.00 


Total fl6.05 
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A money order for sixteen dollars and five cents (|16.05) is enclosed. 
I shall be pleased if your wagon can deliver these things before six 
o’clock tomorrow evening. 


Thu order is a tie-up with a previous one on a credit arrange^ 
ment. Note that catalog numbers are properly listed from lorn 
to high. 


Will you please deliver the following five items as soon as you can 
do so. They are listed from your January catalog, which, 1 think, 
is your latest. In case you have revised listings since then, how- 
ever, the list numbers will have to be verified against the item 
description. 


Item 

I ist 

Number 

Description 

Price 

I 

52 

1 ypewriting Machine 

One Underwood narrow carriage 
number five with rubber cover 
L'nderwood 'rypewriter Company 

$ 70.00 

11 

521 OR 

Manila f’olders 

One thousand manila folders legal 
si/e 

Library Bureau (per 1000) 

$ Ki.OO 

III 

0250H 

1 

Metal rip Pressboard Guides 

One hundred metal lip pressboard 
guides, legal size in fifths 

1 library Bureau (per 100) 

? 10.25 

IV 

8220 

Vertical Pile 

One legal size vertical file 
antique oak with two 8080 antique 
oak ends (with lock) 

Libiary Bureau 

$ 51.30 

V 

18956 

1 

Low Koll-iop Desk 

One desk fitted with low roll type- 
w'riter drop in center, antique oak 
Library Bureau 1 

?14S(K) 



dOtal 

$292.55 


This order brings the total for the month to something over five 
hundred dollars ($500.). My check will be remitted promptly on 
receipt of your formal bill. 

Thank you for the card boxes. They arrived in ample time for the 
emergency, and you again proved the value of your service. 
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This acknowledgment is a business-builder. An indifferent con- 
cern would not have “bothered.” 


THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY 

MANAGER'S OFFICE 


May ZQ, 0000. 


Ur. £. J. Smlthflon, 

90 Winttr Street^ 

Boston, liasa. 

Dear Hr. Saltheon: 

Thank you for your letter of May 27 about ou^ 
service. 

It is indeed a pleasure to receive such ex> 
preesions, and you may be sure that we of The Western 
Union apijreclate the privilege of handling your file, 
and that we are not content with rendering Just the 
usual telegraph service, but welcome opportunities to 
provide you with any epecial service we possibly can. 

The best wishes of our organization come to you 
with this acknowledgment. 


Very truly yours. 


Orover Blanton 
Manager 


oB/rir 
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It would he difficult to imagine more courteous, more constructive 
response to inquiries than is illustrated by the three letters below. 
All three letters are sales acknowledgments, the first in reply to 
an order, the second and third in reply to inquiries: ^ 

2 


I 

We hope to accomplish two things 
by writing to you as friend to 
friend today. 

rirst, we want to thank you warmly 
for your recent large order and to 
assure you that your business is 
appreciated. 

And second, we want to show you, 
who are one of our best customers, 
what Sears Golden Jubilee Anniver- 
sary means to you. 

Many months ago our buyers be- 
pn io scour the great manufactur- 
ing centers of the nation — huge 
mills, giant factories — in search of 
merchandise worthy of our Golden 
Jubilee— merchandise to set new 
standards of quality, modern de- 
sign, and remarkable value. 

As you thumb through your cata- 
log you can see the splendid re- 
sults — 50,000 items at prices that 
will save many dollars for Sears 
customers this year. 

The Ciolden Jubilee is a celebra- 
tion of success — success of the idea 
that the cost of goods can be re- 
duced by bringing producer and 
consumer closer together. 

We\J like to leave you with this sug- 
gestion: C'onsider your Sears cata- 
log a shopping list of all of your 
needs, Mai! order buying is con- 
venient and thrifty. 


We are gladly sending the catalog 
you want. As we make no charge 
for our catalogs, the amount you 
sent is being returned. 

You will find this catalog a com- 
plete and reliable guide in buying 
the things you need. I'he thou- 
sands of items, accurately described 
and illustrated, comprise the great- 
est assortment of merchandise sold 
by any store in the world. 

Another advantage is the ease and 
convenience with which you can do 
your shopping at our store by 
means of our catalog. Surrounded 
by the comforts of your own home 
you can select the things 3'ou want. 
Within twenty-four hours after 
your order is received the goods 
will be on the way, so you not only 
make a saving but you get good 
service from the World's Largest 
Store. 

This is the reason why over twelve 
million customers have found this a 
satisfactory modern way to buy. 

This year w^e are celebrating the 
Fiftieth .Anniversarv of our business 
by olTering some of the most re- 
markable values in our history. 
Why not celebrate ihi^ occasion 
with us? We know that >'ou will 
save money on anything \ou buy. 
^I'iHir letters and orders are ahvays 
welcome, and \'ou may be sure that 
we shall do our very best to please 
you. 


3 * 

You need a new washer. We have it — the Water Witch. 

When you wrote to us about a washing machine, we w'ere glad of the 
opportunitv to tell you about our Water Witch, Naturally we are 
surprised that we have not yet received your order. 

^ Used by permissio.n of Sears, Roebuck, .ind Company. 



320 


TAKE A LETTER, PLEASE! 

The Water Witch gives you all the conveniences of any machine at 
a price you can afford to pay. We could tell you many things about 
its features, its safety devices, and how quickly a whole weeks wash 
can be put out, but our catalog tells the story better than we could 
tell it in a letter. Look again in your copy and read the description 
of the washer you want. You will find that the Water Witch is 
up-to-date in every way, and that at our price you cannot match its 
construction with any other machine. 

Why not try a Water Witch in your home to convince yourself of 
its convenience and economy? In buying fjom Sears you are buying 
wisely, for we guarantee to save you money, to deliver the machine 
safely, and to satisfy you. The sooner you order, the sooner you 
will enjoy its benefits. 

Just do this — fill in the handy form enclosed and send ‘it to us with 
the proper remittance; or you may w^ant To consider our easy pay- 
ment plan, included in the order blank attached. An envelope that 
requires no postage is enclosed for your convenience in placing the 
order. 

Do it now, and you will have taken the first step to overcome wash- 
day drudgery in your home. 


This letter gives specific details in reply to an inquirv. The 
salient points are set in for convenience of the eye and for 
emphasis on description and pricer 

We are pleased to submit the following specifications on the Dexter 
Suction Pile Feeders. 

These feeders are of standard truck and reloading type. This means 
that as the top sheet of the pile is being fed off, an auxiliary loading 
board is furnished so that the succeeding pile may L^e arranged for 
feeding. 

Feeders are equipped with a suitable type of motor equipment for 
operating pump, blower, and feedboard. 

One Dexter Suction Pile Feeder to be attached to #3 
Miehlc Press, bed size 33" x 46", smallest sheet 16" x 19", 
largest sheet 31" x AbY/' ? 

One Dexter Suction Pile Feeder to be attached to #6 
Babcock Optimus One-Color Press, bed size 34" x 47", 
smallest sheet 16" x 19", largest sheet 32" x 47" I . 

As to required floor space, each machine measures sixty-one inches 
from the extreme rear of the feedboard to the extreme rear end of 
the feeder. It is necessary to allow twenty inches walking space be- 
hind this if the feeder is placed near a wall. 


Used by permission of Dexter Folder Company. 
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Here are three excellent letters of information hy the manager of 
office employment and training in a large industrial plant 


1 

We are attaching a chart which out- 
lines the essential features of the 
educational program of our com- 
pany. During the depression some 
of the specific courses mentioned 
have been discontinued. The out- 
line, however, will give you a con- 
ception of our general approach to 
the subject. 

You will note that the program 
aims to provide instruction for new 
emplo3^ees who are interested in 
preparing themselves for work of a 
specific nature. It also provides 
more advanced courses for those 
who are interested in preparing 
themselves for greater responsibility 
in our organization or elsewhere. 

It has been our aim to provide a 
ladder of educational opportunities 
which will parallel the functional 
activities of employees throughout 
the organization. Fhe courses ex- 
tend from English for the foreign- 
born to Ph.D. requirements in co- 
operation with the University of 
Pittsburgh. 

Separately, we are sending you some 
information regarding various ele- 
ments of the program. Should you 
be interested in having further de- 
lailetl information regarding any of 
the general programs listed, we shall 
be glad to try to supply it. 


2 

The information about your Debat- 
ing Club, which you sent on May 
28, reached us this morning. We are 
particularly interested in the careful 
way in which you have planned and 
promoted the activity. 

Since we sent you our Manual last 
April on the organization of Speak- 
ing Clubs, twenty-five of these 
groups have been organized through- 
out our company. The total en- 
rollment is approximately one thou- 
sand. During the coming year we 
believe that the number of these 
groups operating in our compan}’ 
will be doubled. 

Our men seem to be interested in 
furthering the movement, not only 
as a means of building speaking 
ability, but also for the purpose of 
discussing current problems which 
have growm out of changes in oui 
economic, social, and political order 
during the past few years. 

\ copy of a suj^plement to our 
Manual, on the ('riticism of Public 
Speech, which we have recently pre- 
pared, is enclosed. We shall be 
pleased to hear from >'ou occasion- 
ally about the progress of your 
club. 


Our new plan for salary and wage administration is quite simple. We 
first set aside }|!»()(K).()(X). monthly to take care of our capital charges. 
For every ?60,0()0. adtiitional profit, averaged for a three-month period, 
all employees receive a P/c increase in their earnings. If our com- 
pany earnings show a net profit of less than $600,000. a month, all 
salaried employees contribute \% of their salaries to the operation 
for each $()0,(Xj0. below the $600,000. required for the capital charges. 
These contributions are made only on that portion of the salary 
which is above $118.75. The hourly-paid employees contribute, under 

Used by permission of Westinghouse Tlectric and Manufacturing Company. 
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these conditions, by the loss of time which is brought about by less 
than normal production. 

In general, the plan has been received with enthusiasm throughout 
our company. We believe it is an answer to one of the most difficult 
present-day problems in that it places in industry an additional flex- 
ible element to meet changing conditions. 

The plan is substantially the one which we used for getting our 
salaried employees back to normal after reductions in salary had been 
made as a result of the depression. Our experience incficates that 
all employees take very definite responsibility for controlling costs 
and working out economies in the common interest. It is my personal 
opinion that the plan will commend itself to industry generally, and 
that within a few years many companies will adopt it as a means for 
equitably distributing profits. 

The following excellem letter is specifically organised for the easy 
reading and understanding of a member of the trade. The item- 
i^ed paragraphing clarifies individual sales points and facilitates 
reference.^ 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit specifications on the Model 
A Safely Trimmer, si/e 21". 

This machine is designed to trim pamphlets, hand-bound or case 
books, labels, greeting cards — any kind of trimming and cutt^ig done 
in a bindery except the cutting ot large flat-sheet stock. 

Safety Device 

The safety device on this machine is so arranged that the machine 
clutch cannot be engaged while either the front or the rear door is 
opened for making adjustments, in case the operator has neglected 
to stoji the motor. The hands of the operator are never placed under 
the knife while he is running this machine. 

Convenience 

A unique feature of the Safety I'riinmer is the automatic stop-gauge 
arrangement. Ten different cuts can be made with a single setting 
of the automatic slop gauges which are giaduated and numbered. 
1'his fealute of the machine insures absolute accuracy and uinformity 
in trimming and cutting, with no gauge readjustments necessary 
throughout the run. An automatic carrier is provided for work on 
two or more, the operation of which is synchronized with the gauge 
settings to receive finished work at the rear of the machine. 

Construction 

Eighty per cent of the parts used in the manufacture of the safety 
trimmer are case-hardened to insure accuracy and long life. 

Trimmings 

Trimmings fall at the back of the machine. This arrangement elim- 
inates the necessity of the operator’s handling them as he must do on 

* Used by permission of Dexter Poldei Company. 
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a flat-sheet cutter. At no time is it necessary for the operator to reach 
under the knife or the clamp. 


Power 

The motor is one-horsepower, and is furnished with the machine. It 
is located inside the machine frame and has a direct gear drive. 

Other Specifications 

The height of the pile that may be cut or trimmed is five inches; 
the speed of the knife is fifty cuts a minute; the floor-space required 
by the machine is 4' 7" by 4' 8". The 21" machine trims work in 
page sizes from a minimum of 2%'' by 2^'' up to a maximum of 
19^" in width by 21" in length. 

Equipment 

The equipment consists of the trimmer complete with the proper 
gauge, four cutting knives, six cutting sticks, the motor with proper 
control for starting and stopping, an oil can, and a set of tools 
mounted on a swinging rack. 


Price 

The price of this trimmer, delivered and erected, is | . This is 

subject to a thirty-day demonstration period. 


This is an excerpt from a letter of general specifications prepara- 
tory to working on the job: 

SPECIIHCATIONS 

OF LABOR AND MAITRIAL TO BE FURNISHED FOR THE ALTERATION OF BUILDING 
KNOWN AS 1282 ARLINGTON BOULEVARD, W^ASHINGTON, D. C. 

JAM1:S GOULD 
O W N H R 

’N ACCORDANCE WITH THE PLANS, AND THESE SPECIFICATIONS 
FURNISHED BY 

HOWARD GRAY, ARGHlTliCT 

AND UNDER HIS SUPERINTENDENCE 


GENERAL CONDITIONS 

The contractor shall furnish all material, labor, transportation, scaf- 
folding, utensils, and so forth, of every description required for the 
full performance of the work herein specified. He shall lay out his 
w'ork and be responsible for its correctness, and shall keep a com- 
pietent foreman on the premises or shall be in attendance himself: 
shall nor sublet any part of the work without written consent of 
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the owner, and shall obtain all and any permits necessary to carry 
out his work, paying the lawful fees therefor; shall give the proper 
authorities all requisite notices relating to the work in his charge; 
shall afford the architect every facility tor inspection; shall be respon- 
sible for any violation of law or damage to property caused by him 
or his employees; and shall properly direct his work during its 
progress. 

All materials are to be the best of their several kinds as therein 
specified; and all labor is to be performed in the best manner, and 
to be subject to the approval of the architect. All work and material 
must conform to the laws, rules, regulations in force in the locality 
in which the building is to stand, anything herein specified to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

MASON WORK 

The mason shall do all the mason work hereby required in connec- 
tion with the alteration, plastering, concreting, furring, lathing, fire- 
proofing, brick and terra cotta work, and patching included, and 
also all 4" and other terra cotta blocks. Purring and lathing shall 
be of metal. Mason shall do all cutting of bricks, terra cotta, and 
other work apportioned to himself or his sub-contractors that may 
be required by other contractors to carry on their work. 

HALLS 

Halls are to be cemented with proper height of bed, and are^to have 
ceramic tile furnished. Style of tile is to be selected by the ownei 
or architect. 

OUTSIDE BRICK WALLS 

F’oundations of concrete, of si/e and depth as shown in plans, are 
to be built. Contractor is to repair all breaks of plaster, etc., caused 
by himself or his* workmen, whether in new or old portion of the 
building. When directed by the architect the contractor shall re- 
move all rubbish left by himself or his workmen. 

Atlas or Whitehall Portland Cement is to be used for all foundations. 

CARPENTER WORK 

The carpenter is to do all the carpentering required in this alteration. 
The timber to be used is to be white pine, which must be sound, 
dry, well seasoned, and free from all defects, such as sap and knots. 

The official letter is an occasional letter. It is not a letter written 
every day in connection with the routine of business, nor yet the 
informal chatty letter that is written to a friend. It is, of course, 
less formal than engraved announcements and invitations, but 
more formal than either the business or the friendly letter. Its 
salutation is usually Sir, Sirs, Dear Sirs, or, in less formal official 
letters. Dear Mr. Thompson; its complimentary closing is Respect- 
fully yours, Sincerely yours, or Cordially yours. 
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The official letter is usually written as result of some special event: 

Briarcliff Springs, Inc. 

New Harmony 
Kansas 

October First 
00 00 

Dear Mr. Donaldson 

The report of our organization for the last fiscal year ^ a most grati- 
fying one. 

The Board of 'frustecs has every reason to be proud of the manage* 
ment that you have brought to bear upon the enterprise, and as a 
member of that body I thank you most heartily for all that you 
have done. 

At our next stated meeting I shall make it a point to move you a 
vote of thanks, and to recommend your permanent appointment to 
the position you now hold temporarily. 

Cordially yours 
Graham Mason 
Second Vice President 
BriarcliiT Springs, Inc. 

Mr. Jay Donaldson 
231 Linden Avenue 
New Harmony, Kansas 

GM/CF 


Invitations of this kind belong primarily to 
letters: 

The Curtis Club 
Gray College 
Chicago 


Dear Senator I'ellsen 


the category of official 


May Twelfth 
0000 


Your record in Congress during the past winter has made such a 
tremendous impression the country over that 1 fear you have de- 
mands upon >our time that justify your declining invitations from 
comparatively unimportant organizations. 

Yet the Curtis Club of Gray College is made up of young men and 
women who are about to enter upon public careers, and there are 
probably few organizations, therefore, that could be more profitably 
addressed by you as far a.s the future of Chicago and of the United 
States is concerned. 

Will you please come to us on Wednesday evening. May nineteenth, 
when you will be in Chicago on your way to Washington? The 
Mayor has promised to be present, as has also the President of the 
College. We want them to mee( you and you to meet them. Chiefly, 
we want you to talk to us if you will on the significance of the 
special session in relation to the war feeling in the country. 
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The enclosed telegram, completely made out except for your name 
at the end, must be sent collect, of course. We are hoping that you 
will add your name to this message and send it straight back to us. 

Respectfully yours 

Blaine Worthington 
President, Curtis Club 
Gray College 

Senator Jay Tellsen 
181 Pearl Street 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

BW...REF 

This business letter was written by Percy Bysshe Shelley to his 
publisher, Charles Ollier. The date is March 14 (circa), IS 17. 
The '^revise* was of a pamphlet by Shelley called "A Proposal for 
Putting Reform to the Vote thruout the Kingdom.” 

I enclose you the revise which may be put to press when corrected, 
and the sooner the better. 1 enclose >oii also a list of persons to 
whom 1 wish copies to be sent from ihe Author, as soon as possible. 
I trust you will be good enough to take the trouble olf my hands. 

Do not advertise sparingly: and get as many booksellers as ^^ou can 
to take copies on their own account. Sherwood, Neel) & Co.; Hone 
of Newgate Street; Ridgeway, and Stockdale are people likely to do 
so. Send 20 or 30 copies to Messrs. Hookham & Co., Bond Street, 
without explanation. 1 have arranged with them. 

Send twenty copies to me addressed to Mr. Hunt, who will know what 
to do with them if I am out of town. 

Charlotte Bronte ( 1816-1S55) wrote these two business letters 
(August 1847) to her publishers. In the first she addresses 
Messrs. Ayloit and Jones regarding a volume of poems written 
by her two sisters and herself — ”Currer, Lillis, and Acton Bell.” 
She had herself taken the name, Currer Bell, as nom de plume 
but her disguise could not long be sustained owing to the discern- 
ment of the critics and the sincerity of her work. The second 
letter is written to Messrs. Smith and Wilder. This publishing 
company had rejected her first novel, "'The l^rofessor,” but she 
said that this rejection was ”so delicate, reasonable, and courteous, 
as to be more cheering than some acceptances.” They had indi- 
cated in the rejection that they would be favorably inclined 
toward a work in three volumes (long novels were the fashion in 
those days). Shortly afterward ”Jane Eyre” was in their hands, 
and they accepted it with enthusiasm and published it on October 
sixteenth. 
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1 

Since you agree to undertake the publication of the work respecting 
which I applied to you, 1 should wish now to know, as soon as pos- 
sible, the cost of paper and printing, 1 will then send the necessary 
remittance, together with the manuscript. I should like it to be 
printed in one octavo volume, of the same quality of paper and size 
of type as Moxon’s last edition of Wordsuorth. The poems will 
occupy, 1 should think, from 200 to 250 pages. They are not the 
production of a clergyman, nor are they exclusively of a religious 
character; but 1 presume these circumstances will be immaterial. 

It will, perhaps, be necessary that you should see the manuscript, 
in order to calculate accurately the expense of publication; in that 
case I will send it immediately. 1 shouM like, however, previously 
to have some idea of the probable cost: and if, from what 1 have 
said, you can make a rough calculation on the subject, I should be 
greatly obliged to you. 

2 

I now send you per rail a ms. entitled jane Hyre, a novel in three 
volumes, by Currer Bell. I find 1 cannot prepay the carriage of the 
parcel, as money for that purpose is not received at the small station- 
house where it is left. If, when you acknowledge the receipt of the 
MS., you would have the goodness to mention the amount charged 
on delivery, I will immediately transmit it in postage stamps. It is 
better in future to addre.ss Mr. Currer Bell, under cover to Miss 
Brontc\ Haworth, Bradford, Yorkshire, as there is a risk of letters 
otherwise directed not reaching me at present, 'fo save trouble, 1 
enclose the envelope. 


The j allowing business letter was written by Percy Bysshe Shelley 
from lUsa to his London bankers, Ifrookes and Company, on 
February 20, 1822. The poefs frequent letters to his bankers are 
valuable for the reason that they were always signed by his name 
in full. This was seldorfi the case with Ins other letters. Perhaps 
he was especially business-conscious when he wrote to Brookes 
and Company. 

Since 1 last wrote you a friend ’* of mine who had occasion to trans- 
mit £220 to Mr. Leigh Hunt has accommodated me with that sum on 
the arrangement that I should send him an order on >ou for the 
same amount, payable in March: the amount, that is to say, of the 
ensuing quarter. I have thus in part obtained what I desired, although 
I should still feel particularly obliged to you if you could put me in 
the way of rendering my June quartei; available at present. 

You will be so obliging as to pay Mr. Leigh Hunt on his order the 
amount of my quarter’s income due in March. 

Gentlemen, I have the honour to be 

• Lord Byron. 
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WORK 

1 You want three novels by Walter Scoti^Ivanhoe, Kenilworth, Rob 
Roy — sent you by express from the Universal Book Service, 231 
Berg Street, Chicago. They cost one dollar each. Write lo the 
shop saying exactly what you want, enclosing money for the books, 
directing how and where they are to be sent, and asking that they 
be delivered promptly. Write the letter of acknowledgment that 
you receive from the store. It encloses receipt, explains how books 
have been sent, thanks you for the order, and contains a brief 
sales offer. 

2 Let it be assumed that you are going to leave your present position 
to accept one with another firm offered you unexpectedly thru a 
friend. 1'he new position offers larger immediate salary, more of 
a future, and work that you know vou will like better. Write to 
your present employer telling hirn about your decision, giving him 
your reasons for it, and requesting a recommendation. Write his 
reply to you and the recommendation enclosed with it. 

3 Collison College in 3 ’our home town is to offer certain courses in 
late afternoons and evenings next year. \ his is a new departure 
for the college. You are interested. Write to the prqju^r oflicer 
and offices for information about fees, exact hours, length of courses, 
and qualifications for entrance. Reproduce his an.swer Write lo 
a friend whom you would like to have accompany you at these 
courses. Lxplain these new opportunities to him appealingly. 

4 Let it be assumed that you are ill and that your physician has 
ordered you to take a rest. He has suggested in a lengthy letter 
to you that you ask your employer to let you have your summer 
vacation now and forego it during the coming summer. 'I ho >’ou 
know that this is the busy season at the oflice’or shop and that 
your services are imperative, you are prevailed upon by j-our 
friends lo do as the doctor advises. Reproduce the letter that 
you write to your employer. Write his reply in which he is most 
sympathetic and gladly grants your request without loss of wages. 
Write his letter in which he says you must return to work or lose 
3 ' our job. 

5 The Octagon Warehouse and Storage Company, 80 Lenox Avenue, 
Lancaster, Pa., advertises fireproof storage, expert moving service, 
vans to hire, safe deposit vaults, and “Give us a trial." Write to 
the company telling explicitly about your moving: You are moving 
from one place to another on such a date; von have certain pieces 
of furniture to go lo storage and certain others to go lo the new 
place; you want a definite estimate on the job and you are there- 
fore exact as to the number of pieces to be handled. W'rite the 
reply that you receive from the compaio^ 

6 You are obliged to sail lo Europe on business within a few days. 
Write to the White Star Line, 9 Broadway, New York City, for 
sailing date and accommodation at lowest first-class rale. Make 
arrangements also for return passage on such a date, inasmuch 
as this trip has been decided upon hastily, you enclose a check as 
deposit on your passage and as evidence of good faith. Reproduce 
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the reply that you receive from the company. Then write your 
final letter completing the arrangements and enclosing a check for 
the balance of the passage cost both eastward and westward. 

7 A summer camp attended by children not older than fifteen has 
invited you to take charge of certain recreational activities for the 
season — ^garnes, reading, hikes, and so forth. You are to be pro- 
vided with room and board for the entire eight-week season and 
your railway fare to and from the camp for this service. The 
rnanager of the camp expects to receive a letter from you out- 
lining the work you propose to do with the children and the amount 
of time you think should be devoted to each of the different kinds 
of activities that you will supervise. Write this letter. Include in 
it certain diagrams of sports fields, squad formations, play assign- 
ments, daily time schedules, and the like. 

8 Let it be assumed that you are making preparations to occupy 
a large new room all to yourself. Some one has given you the 
money to have it furnished and arranged just exactly to your heart’s 
desire. It has four large windows, two doors, an open fireplace, a 
closet workshop well lighted, a bathroom with shower, and so forth. 
Write a letter to the Home Equipment Company, 200 Lenox Avenue, 
New York City, explaining in detail all the furnishing and equip- 
ment you are going to need and requesting an estimate on the 
whole job. Y^ou must tabulate your requirements logically, give 
exact dimensions, and make marginal or other diagrams in your 
letter. 

9 Write a point-by-point criticism of the following letter. Then re- 
write the letter as you think it should be. 

June lst;0000 
harrison, nY 

Mr. Harold Blaine esq, 

321 State street; 

Chicago 
Illinois 

My dear sir — 

Enclosed please find five ($5.(X)) for which I should like 
to have sweater advertised in yr. catalog of which clipping 
is herewith enclosed 

I shall appreciate having the sw^eater as soon as possible 
as Im leaving very soon for my sumcr vacation and must 
take it with me. 

Y'ours Truely; 

James Rogers 

10 The follow'ing letters are not well organized or arranged. Rewrite 
them as th* y should be. Supply marginal diagrams for the first 
letter to help the person who is in charge of decorating and furnish- 
ing the room. 


Make 
it a 
jersey 
instead 
of a 
sweater 


The room faces directly south. The two large windows and 
the double door between them are the only openings. *he 
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rest of the room having solid walls. Owing to the all-day 
sun that pours into these openings we shall have to curiam 
them with opaque no-fade drapings on pull-cords. The 
color should be middle-green. Inside these there must be 
individual half-window and half-door curtains of yellow silk. 
These should be mounted on rods by means of wide seams 
so that they may be pulled back and forth easily by hand. 

The room is thirty-five by twenty-four, and the floor is to be 
completely carpeted with the middle-green velvet you showed 
me. Be sure that it matches the drapes. In the same color 
scheme there are to be small shades for the eight wall lamps 
and the center ceiling lamp. The furniture is to consist of 
three lounge chairs, four formal chairs, two footstools, one 
tete-a-tete, and one day bed, all in the modern motif of the 
set you wrote me about. But, remember, I want the hard- 
wood and, again, the middle-green upholstery to match. 

I expect to find the room in perfect and finished condition 
on my return in about four weeks. Don't disappoint me. 


\Vc are glad to submit the following estimate for your con- 
sideration. It is based on the use of the most satisfactory 
materials and the best workmanship obtainable. 

To furnish and install curtain for bedroom 119.75 

I single curtain, using widths to curtain, to finish 
6 feel () inches long (curtain not to have any fullness). 
Made of 50 inch plain red rep at yard, no lining or 
trimming to be used. To be finished with 1^ inch hem 
on sides and incli weighted hem on bottom. Top to 
be finished with plain heading and hooks, installed on 
brass Kirsch track with complete drawing attachments, 
to go behind cornice. 

To re-cover onlv for f 5.60 

1 pillow (22 inches square at $3.59) to be bought from 
our pillow dept. Covered in 50 inch red rep at 09^ yard, 
finished with welt seams of the same material. 

Noth: Because of increasing prices, we cannot guaran- 
tee that the prices quoted in this estimate will hold 
more than 7 days. 

We hope that you will find the estimate entirely satisfactory 
and that you will favor us witli 3 'our order. To avoiil dis- 
appointment in case our slock of the necessary material is 
exhausted when your ortler is received, we suggest that you 
sign the duplicate and return it to us as soon as possible, 
^'oiir order will have immediate and careful attention. 


Customer’s Signature 
Date 


Plan 1|:1387~HS 
TKbn 


Very truly yours, 

Radnor Brothers and Company 

Per 

Estimating (Office 
Extension 499 
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THE LETTER AND THE ADJUSTER 

When letters of claim were called letters of complaint they not 
infrequently contained bitterness and defamation. When letters 
of adjustment were called "grouchgrams*' they were similarly 
epistles of unpleasantness, to say the least. But human beings 
have learned — all too slowly perhaps — that good manners are as 
contagious as bad manners, and so letters of claim and adjustment 
are today for the most part written in agreeable and constructive 
tone, and business transactions are accordingly speeded and 
facilitated. 

As suggested on page 310 there are so many things that may lead 
to dissatisfaction in the field of merchandising alone that it is 
impossible to indicate all of them here. Orders may be wrongly 
or incompletely filled as result of misunderstanding. Deliveries 
may be delayed or goods may be damaged or not as advertised. 
Misunderstandings may arise in regard to charges, bills, exchanges, 
discounts, subject-to-approval policy, and employee inattention 
and discourtesy. 

Claimants, it should go without saying, should always be specific 
about these or other causes of their claims. They should tell 
specifically what is to be corrected, what they want done, how and 
where dissatisfaction occurred, when purchase was made, and so 
forth. They may advantageously perhaps enclose a copy of the 
order about which claim is made. 

Adjusters, it is equally evident, should likewise be specific and 
exact. Their adjustments should in each case dovetail with 
definite claims made. This means, for one thing, that the writers 
of both claim and adjustment letters should be at pains to note 
reference data and to make use of them in any claim-adjustment 
correspondence that requires the exchange of several letters, as is 
so often the case. It means also that the adjuster must not only 
express regret and possibly explain, but that he must adjust con- 
structively. Me must letain and build good-will. He must make 
adjustments promptly and in a sincere spirit of service, just as 
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knowledges orders and inquiries (page 309). And he must, 
...ttir, devise letter machinery for following up claims even after 
they are satisfactorily settled. Automatic reply devices are good 
but they are not all. The expert adjuster will see to it that spirit- 
of-service adjustments are carried over into sales and credit and 
collection departments, so that all may work together for the 
retention of the claimant's business. He will make his firm sensi- 
tive to any special considerations that may be desirable in future 
dealings with given claimants. He will, in other words, attempt 
to individualize both the staff and the claimant. 

The three Cs of adjusting have been set down as follows: Confess 
the claim is right; confirm the data submitted; correct generously 
without demur. There are cases, to be sure, in which the house 
is right and the customer is — to say the least — “laboring under a 
misapprehension.” Willy-nilly, the adjuster must do his work 
and write his letters on the customer-is-always-right theory, how- 
ever far removed this may seem to be from the facts in a case. 
Claimants may voluntarily modify or withdraw claims; rarely 
indeed is the adjuster so wsituated as to request them to do so. 
I le may perhaps do much by way of anticipating their cliyms, by 
disarming their adverse criticism and their sharp demands. 
Prices may have advanced, goods may not have been procurable, 
stocks may have been depleted, w^hen orders are received. In all 
such cases claims may be anticipated by acknowledgments that 
both ad just and sell, and time and trouble thus be saved for buyer 
and for seller. 


Itemized paragraphing (see pp. 2%, 297, 414) is an important de- 
vice in the adjustment of complicated claims. Financial claims arc 
frequently involved, and their adjustments more so. Every pos- 
sible means should be taken with them to make letter composition 
clear and easily intelligible. Elaborate statistical columns and 
run-in matter containing many figures of different significance, 
should be avoided. There are many instances on record in which 
banks and insurance companies have written two or more letters 
in reply to a single financial claim letter, in order that a perfectly 
lucid, step-by-step, one-thing-at-a-time understanding might be 
accomplished. Figures set up a resistance in many people, espe- 
cially figures that pertain to personal financial affairs. The 
average human being is somewhat afraid of finance, as well as 
suspicious of those who handle his own money. This places 
additional responsibility upon the financial adjuster. 
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In all claim and adjustment letters the writers should make every 
possible effort to avoid aiming such terms as annoyance, bad, care- 
less, complaint, disagreeable, disgusted, dishonest, displeased, 
false, incorrect, inconvenient, inferior, offensive, poor, serious 
mistake, terrible, unfair, unjust, untrue, worthless, wrong, your 
error, your oversight at one another. The effort will be usually 
found profitable in proportion to the self-control required not to 
make it. In no other department of letter writing is emotional 
restraint more important and more difficult. It would seem that 
Samuel Butler must have been thinking of claimants and adjusters 
when in Hudibras he wrote 

Tull oft have letters caused the writers 
To curse the day they were inditers. 

A more courteous and constructive adjustment form tha7t this 
would be difficult to device: ^ 

Immediate arrangements are being made to send the merchandise listed 
below to replace that about which you wrote. Thank you for call- 
ing this to our attention. 

Upon receipt of the shipment, please return the merchandise you 
now have, making use of the enclosed paster and following the at- 
tached instructions. 

Just as soon as the package reaches us, we shall reimburse you for 
the postage you were obliged to pay in making the return. 


This is a considerate and cour- 
teous claim that may well be 
used as model: 


The furniture that I bought of 
you on May Twelfth was deliv- 
ered in satisfactory condition 
with the exception of a single 
piece — the gate-leg table. 

This has a deep scratch on the 
lop, and the finish on one leaf is 
badly rubbed. Will you kindly 
call for it and have it made 
right, or deliver another one in 
its stead? 

I shall be very much obliged to 
you. 


And this adjustment brings 
courtesy and consideration to 
match: 


We are very sorry indeed to 
learn that your gate-leg table 
was damaged in wrapping and 
delivery. 

Our men will call for it tomor- 
row and will at the same time 
leave a duplicate which, we hope, 
will be satisfactory. 

Hven tho we allow no piece of 
furniture to leave our shipping 
department without thoro in- 
speation, an occasional piece that 
is not perfect will slip thru. It is 
unfortunate that you had to be 
inconvenienced by the excep- 
tional case, and we hope you will 
pardon us. 


By permis.sion of Sears, Roebuck, and Companx . 
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There is usually one claim department in a business house to look 
after all claims that come in; hence, Madam is not wrong in 
making two different claims in the same letter: 

Friday last I bought at your store five yards of georgette crepe. 
This is Tuesday and the §oods have not yet been delivered. The 
delay has caused me great inconvenience. 

If this were the first time that you had been careless in delivering 
goods, I should feel less impatient. But three times within the last 
four weeks I have been similarly annoyed. * 


On April second I returned my bill to you for correction, goods sent 
back to you not having been creditetl to my account. On April 
fifteenth you submitted the bill to me again in its original form, 
bearing the notation Please remit. 

I am sorry to ask for two correctionr. in the same letter, but I feel 
that I have been so unlucky recently in my dealings with, you that a 
little return of bad luck is deserved by you just in the cause of 
discipline! 


And her justifiable annoyance 
is kindly and considerately 
met: 

You certainly have every reason to 
be annoyed with our delays in de- 
liveries and our errors in monthly 
statements. We are entirely at 
fault, and we shall make it our spe- 
cial business to see that such annoy- 
ances do not occur further. 

The georgette crepe was by mistake 
sent to Mrs. Jama Graves and 
taken in by her maid in her ab- 
sence. She returned it to us this 
morning with a note saying she had 
ordered no such material. 

The error in the bill is quite inex- 
cusable. Please accept our apolo- 
gies for the annoyance. The cor- 
rected bill will be sent you June 
first. 

We appreciate your custom, Mrs. 
Graves, and thank you for calling 
our attention to these errors. They 
shall not be repeated! 


A fair and frank but uncom- 
promising way of putting an 
ad]uslmenl is always bestj 

Thank you for your check for 
$55.32. 

You probably intended this to can- 
cel our July first statement. 

In doing this, however, you have 
included an express charge of $1.66. 
Before we can give you credit for 
this we must have the original re- 
ceipt or a copy of it. 

Then you have deducted $2 92 cash 
discount, although the discount 
period has already expired. 

In fairness to our dealers who re- 
mit on the specified date, we can- 
not allow your deduction. 

While wc are very careful not to 
give you any advantage over other 
dealers in terms of payment, you 
may feel sure that we are just as 
careful to give them no advantage 
over you. 

So if you will send us a check for 
$2.92 and a copy of the express re- 
ceipt we can balance your account 
to July first. 
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This is a good exposition of the 
case to make the claimant 
understand the reasonableness 
of the stand taken: 

Wc are returning your links, hav- 
ing soldered the ring which opened, 
and they should now withstand 
any ordinary pressure used on such 
an article. 

You have evidently forgotten that 
yon insisted upon our using the 
swivel connection, which we put on 
at your request. In a pair of links 
of this charactei there must be 
some hook so that you can detach 
one side from the other. This may 
be a swivel, like the present one, 
or a figure-eight hook, w'hich is 
.sometimes used in an ordinary pair 
of links: 

00 

It would not be possible to use a 
straight bit connection, as the round 
button would not pass through an 
ordinary button-hole. 

We gave this order a great deal of 
attention and we consider the work 
is well done and in accordance with 
>our orders. And the price is very 
reasonable, and correct 


A manufacturer anticipates and 
thus probably forestalls claim 
from a dealer later in the 
season: 

Accr)rding to our records we have 
a bulk order for your house, but 
we have not yet received your item- 
ized follow-up. 

In view of the large volume of 
business that is promised us for the 
new season, we must ask you to let 
us have details regarding this order 
— si.'ces, colors, qualities, dales foi 
deliveries— ^ not later than May fif. 
leenth. 

You will understand that we cam 
not plan our manufacturing inlelli- 
genily until all definite details are 
supplied us. As matters now stand 
with us, it w'ill take us almost three 
months, after ortlcrs are detailed, to 
make shipments ready. Because ot 
this pressure on our manufacturing 
plants we shall have to make it a 
rule to void all bulk orders for 
which we do not receive complete 
itemized follow-ups by the date 
above mentioned. 

rhank you very much for the gen- 
eral order you have sent us. We 
hope that you will find it possible 
to send us, on the very dale on 
which you receive this letter, the 
lietails that we are asking for. This 
cooperation with us will guarantee 
the continuance of the fine relation- 
^^■■:p that we have enjoyed with you 
for more than a dozen. years. 


Many claim-and-adjustment situations call for detailed and astute 
study and analysis. It is by no means alway^s easy to meet a 
complicated claim at every point and at the same time build 
constructive tone. The first thing for the adjuster to do is to 
discover if he possibly can the correeb opening to his letter— the 
opening that will placate and disarm the claimant at the same 
time, and then lead to some definite plan of action that will be 
satisfactory to him (see page 187). This calls for good judgment 
and keen strategy in many cases. The adjustment letter must 
not place blame upon somebody in the establishment against 
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which claim is made, for this is unsportsmanlike as well as illogi- 
cal. And the adjustment manager need not waste his time 
devising forms to meet such cases, for they are special and require 
personal treatment. 

The employee assigned to answer the following letter was in- 
strutted to be firm but courteous in covering these points: 

The policy ot the firm with respect to return of goods is indicated on its 
invoice: namely, no goods may be returned or cl^^ims made later than five 
days after receipt of goods. I'he goods referred to in this correspondence 
were shipped by express on April twelfth. Mr. Stuart has apparently 
overlooked the condition stipulated in the invoice. Indicate willingness to 
make the exchange in view of the fact that is a new customer and is 
apparently unaware of this return policy. ^ 

590 Franklin Avenue 
C A M D n N 
New Jersey 

May Tenth 
00 00 

Colonial Fixture Company 
1835 Fuclid Avenue 
Cleveland 
Ohio 

Gentlemen 

Three pewter lightoliers (catalog number 335) included in your ship- 
ment to me last month were received in a damaged condition as 
result of faulty packing. 

I am returning these today by express and am expecting you to send 
me three others in exchange, 

I must insist upon prompt delivery as these fixtures arc needeil for an 
instiillalion that I am under contract to have completed by May 
thirteenth. 

Very truly yours 
Jamfs K. Stuakt 

JRS/rv 

You regret very much the mconvenicnce caused by damage and 
you are shipping today (date of your letter) by express three 
perfect lightoliers: 

Three perfect lightoliers are sent to you immediately on receipt of 
your letter, by way of American Railway F.xpress special service. 
You will receive these, we hope, in ample time to meet your con- 
tractual demands. If you do not, please let us know, and we shall 
reimburse you for any loss that you may sustain. 

That you should have suffered annoyance and inconvenience in your 
initial dealing with our company, is" a cause of great emba: rassment 
to us — the more so since we have been anticipating a continuous and 
increasing business relationship with you. Like the rest of the world 
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we were anxious to make a good first impression! We hope we 
haven't failed too badly. 

This sort of thing happens only two or three times a year—a by no 
Tieans bad showing when you consider that our merchandise is deli- 
cate, and that packing can never be guaranteed as infallible in cases 
where goods have to be shipped for great distances and transferred 
several times from one carrier to another. This is the first time, 
however, that we have ever had such bad luck with a new customer. 
Breakage or other damage in the shipment of our goods is adequately 
covered by transit insurance. But it is imperative that we enter 
claims alwa>^s within a fortnight of the occurrence of such damage. 
It is for this reason that all customers are requested to notify us 
promptly in the event that merchandise is received in damaged con- 
dition. The marked regulation on the enclosed invoice form is called 
to your attention. You are ..not to be blamed at all for not seeing 
this. It should be printed in bold face or in red, and it is going 
to be in the next issue. But may we ask you, please, to keep it in 
mind in connection with further orders, which, we hope, will be large 
and frequent! 

Our new de luxe catalog is mailed to you with this letter. Please 
observe that it is something decidedly more than a mere catalog. 
Part One, for instance, shows you the geographical distribution of 
our goods, and gives you the names of leading firms in all parts of 
the country that look to us for supplies. Part Two is really a sep- 
arate booklet in itself, containing detachable order and receipt forms, 
the receipts having a column for notes on the condition of goods as 
received. Part Three explains, pictorially and in writing, our numer- 
ous styles of merchandise. Part Pour details the special terms and 
facilities that we are able to offer dealers ^everywhere. 

May you find our catalog useful — and may we have better luck next 
lime! 

The president of the Federation of Women's Clubs of 

wrote an irate letter to a premium publishing coficern because 
she felt she had been cheated in a transaction with it. She had 
understood that the magazine for which she subscribed was to 
come to her twice a week (tho the salesman had emphasised 
biweekly) and that the premium was to be much larger and more 
impressive. The company had her signature on the salesman s 
receipt form. She was an important and influential person, and 
the company was therefore desirous of keeping her name on its 
mailing lists. This is the adjustment reply that was sent to her: 

Certainly we shall cancel your subscription, if you really wish us to. 
We hope, however, that after you have read this letter you will feci 
differently about it. A stamped addressed envelope is enclosed. Please 
use this to send to us a revision of your decision to discontinue. 
But if you are still of the same opinion after reading this letter, then 
please return in it the complimentary copy of the Handy Informa- 
tional Dictionary and we shall immediately return to you your two 
dollars and the receipt that you kindly signed for our representative. 



338 


TAKE A LETTER, PLEASE! 

Here is an excerpt from the sticker that is pasted on the inside front 
cover of the dictionary. (The complete content of the sticker you 
will find used as a full-page advertisement on the outside back cover 
of Live and Learn.) Will you please read this excerpt very carefully? 

Live and Learn will come to you biweekly, i.e., every two weeks. 
Our feeling is that the engaging quality of its content requires at 
least two weeks for thoro reading and enjoyment. 

The Handy Informational Dictionary contains almost twice as 
many terms as the regulation desk dictionary, yet it is only one- 
tenth as large. It is not only handy; it is, indeed, the most 
beautiful and decorative piece of printing and binding ever issued. 

You see now, do you not, Mrs. Ferguson, that our representative in 
no way took advantage of you. He gave you full value received, and 
MORE. You will realize this two years hence if you do not now. 
And just to show you how firmly we believe in Live and Learn and 
IN YOU, we are going to ask you to accept the remaining issues for 
the two-year period without any obligation whatever. To this highly 
desirable end we enclose a receipt covering your instalment payments 
for the next twenty-two months. We are especially happy to make 
this arrangement with you because we want you to be one of our 
thousands of satisfied readers, and because we shall value your opinion 
of the publication when, a little while later, we make a collection 
of testimonial copy from our subscribers for further promotional 
work. 

By the way the April issue of Live and Learn is going to contain on 
those pages devoted regularly to domestic science a section headed 
Distinguished State Recipes, with photos of those good housewives 
who have devised and tried them out Won't you please send us one 
of your very own favorite dishes — one that is bound to become the 
kind that mother- used to make? Accompany it with a small photo- 
graph of yourself, and it shall have assured place in this special- 
feature issue of the magazine. 

How about using the enclosed stamped addressed envelope for the 
recipe and the photo, Mrs. Ferguson, and allowing bygones to be 
bygones? 

Sir William Temple (see pages 25 and 34) as long ago as 1669 
took the very modern steps indicated below to *'get his man” in 
connection with a stubbornly delayed delivery of tin. The first 
letter was written to the offending party; the secofid, with copy 
of the first, to the offended. 


I 


Sir: 


To Mr. Cary 

Hague, Decemb. 6. N.S. 1669. 


1 very much wonder to hear from Mr. Andros the difficulties you 
make in delivering the tin according to my last order; and that you 
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thereby occasion so much prejudice to the king's service, which I 
thought you would have advanced all you could, when I writ to you 
to desire your care in that business. But that you may understand 
what you call my commission to you, 1 will let you know that I 
had no power to give any orders at ail about that matter, but in pur- 
suance of the lords commissioners of the treasury’s commands; and 
therefore new orders being arrived from them by Major Andros, they 
are to be obeyed in what concerns the tin business. I desire you once 
again to comply with him readily in the delivery of the tin, according 
to the last letter wrote you upon that subject; and do absolutely 
disown you in all difficulties you shall make upon pretence of any 
order from me: and if you continue to delay it any longer, shall upon 
the first notice of it write effectually to the Constable to do His 
Majesty justice in it, and me in particular, who neither expected nor 
deserved this dealing from you. 

Your servant, 

William Temple 


2 


Sir. 


To Major Andros 

Hague, Decemb. 6. N.S. 1669. 


Since the writing of this I received yours of the third, complaining still 
of Mr. Cary's refusal to deliver the tin; whereupon 1 have written 
him the inclosed letter, which is as much as I can say in it: if he 
continues his impertinence still, I suppose it will be at his own cost, 
since your protest: and if you will send me word what are the ways 
of proceeding against him, I shall write either to the Constable, or to 
the governor of Ostend, or Sir Mark Ognate at Bruges, to favour 
your dispatch. 1 am, sir, your servant 

William Temple 


Charles Lever (1806-1872) urote to his lifelong friend and 
sponsor, Alexander Spencer, for sympathetic as well as material 
support, and in the hope that Spencer might be able to do some- 
thing toward adjusting the trouble. Lever was at this time 
— January 17, 1840 — a practicing physician m Brussels. His 
mr^els are too Utile read today. The one referred to in the letter 
together with the once poptdar **Con Cregan* is highly worth 
reviving. The first chapter of the latter is a masterpiece in char- 
acter humor and has been widely used in public readings. 

A MOST absurd blunder has induced a certain Charles O’Malley, 
b'sq., harrister-at-law, and leader of the Western Circuit, to suppose 
that my new book under that name is meant to be his Life, etc. .And 
the consequence is that a meeting of the bar has taken place at 
Lilton’s and resolutions entered to compel a change of title. 

Now as I never heard of this gentleman, nor with a very widespread 
acquaintance do 1 know of one single Mr. O’Malley. I have refused 
pointblank. My btiok is already advertised in all the London papers, 
and if 1 changed the name for another, any individual bearing the 
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newly-adapted one would have — what Mr. O’Malley has not — just and 
sufficient ground of quarrel with me. 

All my friends here — military, diplomatic, and literary — agree in this 
view, Lord Lennox, Ranelagh, Suffield, etc., saying that it would be a 
very weak thing indeed to yield, and (jne which would undoubtedly 
reflect upon both my courage and my judgment. 

I write these few hurried lines to put you en courant lo what is go- 
ing on. 

I'or God’s sake send me some gilt. 1 am terribly hard up just now 

Thomas Babington Macaulay (1800-18^9) wrote the folloiviiif^, 
adjustment letter to Lei^h Hunt in repty to one from Hunt 
making claim for a pension from the government. Macaulay was 
at the time Secretary of State for War. Note the caution and 
restraint that characterise the letter; yet it nevertheless carries a 
positive note of sincerity and good grace. Il has been called a 
''diplomatic masterpiece.** 


War Office. March 6. 1811. 

Dear Sir 

^'our letter of I'ebruarv 16 has this moment been put into m\' 
hands. It finds me siirrouiuled with estimates and pay lists - -il.ings 
much less agreeable ih.in the comedies of ('ongnwe or Ih.fti \otii 
criticisms on thorn. 1 atn alraid that m> answer must be shot t 1 
will only say that the good will which 1 expressed towards \‘ou was 
perfectly sincere, and that if I used anv expression which could either 
give you pain, or affect >our interests uulnsourably, 1 am exceetlingU 
sorrv for il. If I should be able lo tiiiil a few hours in the midst 
of official and parliamentarv business, for Vanbrugh and f artiuhar, 
assure yourself that I will bear your wishes in mind. 

1 am quite sensible of your claims on the parly lo which I belong, 
and I will say. wilhout any circumlocution, that I have a real ilesire 
to serve you. At the same time, mv power is very small. Mv 
patronage is confined lo clerkships, which wouKl suit only boys; and 
district paymasterships, wiiich can be heUl mily by militarv men. 'Lhe 
demands of a hundred and forty thousand constituents also press 
hea\'iiy upon me. T'he power of granting petisions resides with Lord 
Melbourne, who is not .so much of a Maecenas as might be expected 
from his line understaudiug, his numerous accomplishments, and his 
kind nature. To get an\'thiug from him for a man of letters is allno^l 
as ilifficult as to gel a dukedom, nut if a fa^’ourable opportunity 
should offer, I will see whether anything can be done. 

In the meantime I should be really glad if you could point out 
any mode in wffiich any interest which ! may possess might be of use 
to you. 

Believe me, my dear sir. 

Your faithful servant, 

T. B. Macaulay. 
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Charles Dickens (1H12-1S70) wrote this letter of claim to a Joh^i 
Bennett, clocksmith, about a timepiece *'with something on its 
works/' How interesting the daily routine of business would be 
if all business letters were written in such delightful vein! 

Gad’s Hill Place, Hicham by Rochester, Kent, 
Monday Ni^ht, l ourteenth September, 1863. 

My dear Sir, 


Since my hall clock was sent to your establishment to be cleaned 
it has gone (as indeed it alwa^^s has) perfecth' well, but has struck 
ihe hours w'ith great reluctance, and after enduring internal agonies 
of a most distressing nature, it has now ceased striking altogether. 
Though a happy release for the clock, this is not convenient to the 
household. If you can send down anv confidential person with whom 
the clock can confer. I think it may have something on its works 
that it would be glad to make a clean breast of. 

Faithfully yours, 
CnAHi-iiS Dickens. 


This was Mrs. Browning's charming reply — adjustment — to 
[Vilham Makepeace Thackeray's letter rejecting ihe poem "'Lord 
Watters Wife" that she had sent to The Cornhill Magazine, of 
which he was editor (see page 61): 

126* \ia 1-cIice, 

Rome I tab'. 

.\pril 21. 1861. 

Dear Mr. fhaclseray: 

Pray con.sider the famous “tooth*’ (a v^ise tooth!) as extracted under 
chloroform, and no pain sulfereil by anybody. 

To prove that I am not siilkv, I send another contribution, which 
may prove too much, perhap^--and, if you think so. dispose of the 
supererogatory virtue bv burning the manuscript, as I am sure I may 
rely on \our hay ing done with the last. 

I ct>nfess it, dear Mr. Thackcrav, never was any one turned out of 
a rorim for indecent behavior in a more gracious and conciliatory 
manner! .Also, 1 confess that from your Cornhill standpoint (pater- 
familias looking on) you are probably right ten tinted over. From 
mine, however. I may not be wrong, and 1 appeal to you as the deep 
man you arc, whether it is not Ihe higher mood, which on Sunday 
bears with the “plain word,” so offensive on Monday, during the 
cheating acro.ss the counter? I am not a “fast woman.” 1 don’t like 
coarse subjects, or the coarse treatment of any subject. But 1 am 
deeply convinced that the corriiption,^of our society requires not shut 
doors and windows, but light and air: and that it is exactly because 
pure and prosperous women choose to ignore vice, that miserable 
women suffer wTong by it everyw'here. lias paterfamilias, with his 
oriental tratlitions and veiled female facets, very successfully dealt with 
a certain class of ^viP What if inalcrfamilias, with her quick sure 
insliiKts and honest innocent eyes, do more towards their expulsion 
by simply looking at them and calling them bv their names? See 
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what insolence you put me up to by your kind way of naming my 
dignities — "Brownings wife and Penini’s mother." 

And I, being vain (turn some people out of a room and you don't 
humble them properly) retort with — "materfamilias!" 

Our friend Mr. Story has just finished a really grand statue of the 
"African Sybil." It w'ill place him very high. 

Where are you all, Annie, Minnie? — Why don't you come to see us 
in Rome? 

My husband bids me give you his kind regaifls, and I shall send Pen's 
love with mine to 3 our dear girls. 

Most truly yours, 

We go to Florence the latter part of May. 


WORK 

1 You ordered seven articles of merchandise from the Excelsior Sup- 
ply Company, 42 West Eighteenth Street, New York City. When 
the goods w'ere delivered three of the articles were not as ordered — 
one w'as broken, one was short in measure, one was of the WTong 
brand. About a week ago 3 ’ou wrote to the company requesting 
that adjustment be promptly made but it has not yet been done. 
Write a second letter in which you are more explicit than you 
weie in 3 'our first By means of table name cxacllv the •articles 
that are to be replaced and give specific description of each one, to- 
gether with price. The transaction w'as c.o.d. Fkit you w'ere absent 
when the merchandise came, and some one at your home paid the 
bill without asking any questions and without opening the parcels. 
You now have the receipt. 

2 Going downtown on the subway yesterday you saw a conductor 
behave very rudelv to an old lady. He told her to "step lively" 
but he made no attempt to help her tho she w^as lame and had two 
large bundles to carry. He took her bevond her station tho she 
asked him to tell her when the train reached a certain street where 
she wished to get off. Your better nature was deeply stirred by 
these happenings, so much so indeed that you wrote a letter to the 
railway company when you reached home. F^eproduce this letter 
and also the letter that you received from the company a few' days 
later Write the letter received by the conductor from the company. 
Write the conductor’s letter to the company partly in defense of 
his attitude and partly in repudiation of your "misrepresentation.” 

3 Let it be assumed that you want to buy a small country place. 
It must be within fifty miles of the city. It must have a good 
house (preferably of brick or stone), a garden and a two-car garage, 
and modern equipment ihruout, such as electricity, good water sup- 
ply, garbage disposal, oil heating. You want a place that is near 
the station hut you in.sist that it be sufficiently removed from traffic 
to guarantee you quiet and seclusion. You think you have seen "the 
very thing you w'ant" advertised in the Sunday paper. Write a 
letter as directed by the advertisement. Write the reply that you 
receive. 
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4 Henry Obold, retailer of Reading, Pennsylvania, sends a claim to 
your wholesale house in Baltimore in regard to goods purchased but 
unsatisfactorily delivered. Some were delivered too late to enable 
him to keep contracts with customers, and he consequently lost sales. 
Some of the things he ordered never came at all. Some were of 
inferior quality, some were not as represented, some were damaged. 
He writes you a tabulated statement as to just what he ordered 
balanced against the foregoing claims. He also lists his losses in 
terms of dollars and cents. Reproduce Mr. Obold's detailed letter 
to you, mentioning items and quantities and prices and totals. Re- 
produce the courteous detailed adjustment that you send to Mr. 
Obold, or reproduce the detailed defensive reply that you send 
to him. 

5 Copy on your paper all the letters below that stand before untrue 
statements regarding the letter that lollows: 

a The salutation is correct. 
b The letter tone is objective. 
c The content is not well organized. 
d I'his is an adjustment letter. 
e The punctuation is consistently closed. 

/ 'The letter parts arc properly placed. 
g The righlhand margin should be more even. 
b I'he indented form is consistently followed. 
i The information given is detailed and complete. 
k The sentence structure is perfect. 


In the person of Mr. Horace Collier write a reply to this letter, 
placing somewhere in the body a tabular statement regarding the 
goods ordered and received >'our tabulation should include catalog 
numbers, the number of articles ordered, prices, condition on receipt, 
and other details. Your letter must be written in blocked form 
with open punctuation Ihruout. 


THE CRESSLAKE CHINAWARE COMPANY 
24 ROBESON AVENUE 
ROCHESTER 
NEW YORK 

June 12. 0000. 


Mr. Horace Collier, 

181 Bronson Road, 

Binghamton, 

New York. 

jif 

Dear Mr. Collier: 

We are extremely sorry to have caused you so much annoy- 
ance in connection with your order of June tenth. The fault 
is entirely ours, and we shall try our very best, you may be 
assured, to give you better service in the future. 
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In order that we start right now, will you please verify the 
following facts for us; Of the three dozen plates ordered only 
one dozen was received. Of the two dozen tumblers ordered 
four were broken. Of the three large sauce-dishes ordered one 
was badly chipped. The two vases w'ere received as ordered 
but you desire one of them changed for a vase of another style 

A stamped, addressed envelope is enclosed for voiir con- 
venience. W'e should not trouble you to make a check-up for 
us W'cre it not for the fact that \oiir original order is at our 
factory, and this prcKedurc will save i-f)nsiderable time for vou. 
We understand that you wish adjustment made as soon as 
possible. 

Very lrui>' yours, 

Ja.MFS 'rRfADWFLL, 

Assistant Manager. 

Corrective Service Department 

JT/146 

6 Assume that a friend of yours has just opened a small clothing 
shop Vou have bought an article of clothing there. ^ I rving it on 
at home, howcN'er. \'ou are not satisfied with it. Write him. not a 
f<»rmal claim letter asking for exchange or refund, but a ftiendl\ 
letter of claim, teasing him genilv but assuring him that y<)U are 
going to remain a faithful customer “thru thick anil thin W'rite 
his teplv in the same tone— ho has the article of clothing called for 
but he reminds you hiimorouslv that “Let the biiv(‘r beware*'' is to 
be his policy in selling to friends. 

7 A friend of yours has written you asking vou to lend him ten 
dollars. ^ on are suipri.setl — vou arc also poor. Write him that 
you must lefusc to accommodate him for the very gootl reasim that 
you do not have, ten dollars. You are complimented, tell him, to 
be thought of in this way, for you do not know many peoj^lc who 
would attribute such wealth to v<hi. In the last paragraph of \oiir 
letter, however, be .serious and express >'oio' regrets. Ask him to 
answer ''ou to assure you that he is not hurt or too much dis- 
appointed. Reproduce his letter, 

8 A person younger than you, knowm for his reckless habits of life. 
WTiles \ou a letter to ask you to lend him your car for the week-end. 
lie knows that \ou are planning to be away on this particular 
week-end and that your car will accordingly be standing in the 
garage. You know that he is able to drive very well indeed. You 
also know that, once he is on the road with a car, the only language 
he understands is “Step on it." He has had an accident or two 
since you have known him, and a fortnight ago he was in serious 
trouble with a Iratlk (»f]lccr for speeding. You cannot lend him 
your car. Write him frankly just whv you cannot. Incidentally, 
give him some advice about driving. Reproduce his reply to \our 
letter. 

9 Your newspaper has recently published an editorial in which all 
school and college contests or competitions — especially athletic con- 
tests — are unqualifiedly condemned. The contention of the editorial 
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is that such contests beget an unwholesome rivalry resulting in 
selfishness and leading to dishonesty. You write a letter to the 
paper protesting its point of view, and setting forth some very 
strong arguments for the retention of contests in as many depart- 
ments of school work as possible and enumerating the excellences 
that they develop among students. 

10 The basketball game that your team played with another was so 
badly reported in The Pudmik Clarioii that you cannot refrain from 
writing to the editor about the errors in the report. You wdll have 
to draw upon your imagination for the exact enumeration of the 
mistakes made — mistakes, let us say. in personnel of players, in final 
score, in attendance, in comparative records of the teams, and so 
forth. Give in your letter also the names of the teams, the date of 
the game, the place of tin’s particular game in the .seasonal series of 
each team, and ask the editor to be good enough to publish your 
letter of correction on the sports page of his newspaper. Reproduce 
the exact envelope address you will use in the inside address of your 
letter. 

11 Write a letter to the editor of a paper — "your paper" — just prior 
to election day, with the aim of stirring habitual non-voters out of 
their lelhargv. Build into your letter arguments regarding "vital 
issues” and "dominant personalities of candidates" but do not make 
your letter partisan to any degree whatever. The issues at stake 
concern all parlies, aiul all parlies have worthy candidates running 
for oflice. If possible, justify your appeal hv citing from statistics 
the numbers of periple in various parts of the country w'ho do not 
exercise the privilege of voting, out of sheer lack of interest in 
public affairs apparently. Picture also what great consequences 
there might be in vour community alone if every eligible voter were 
to go to the polls on election day. 

12 You were much displeased at the review ol a play or a movie or a 
book that apjx'ated in vour paper the other dav. You feel that the 
review'er was prejudiced or that he faileil to see the entire play 
or read the entire book. Write a letter of protest to the editor, 
IK>inting out specifically wherein you feel that injustice was done 
to his readers in allowing such a biased review to appear. If pos- 
sible. base this letter on reality, that is, read a review of a book or 
a play that >'ou know and w'ith which you may disagree.. 

13 Mr Guy Gullible's house in the country is well built but it is a 
rambling frame structuie located on a knoll where both northwest 
and northeast winds sweej^ down upon it during the winter months. 
Me emphasized these points to exaggeration three years ago when 
he installevi a small fonr-hundred-«.lollar oilhurner. But the agent 
assured him profii.selv tliat the link! heater would do the job. It 
didn’t. Mr (lullible W'as not surprised but he was disappointed. 

Last fall he looked up another agent, and thru him installed a new 
heater to the time of two thousand dollars minus a one-hundred- 
dollar allowance on the old one. It is beautiful to behold — a big 
steel cube in his cellar, painted in two tones of green, with Yale- 
lockable doors and real grace of line. 
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On the very day that installation was begun, the new agent called 
up and requested the half-payment due under the contract. On the 
very day that installation was completed, the new agent called up 
and requested the remainder of the payment. When Mr Gullible 
protested gently at this punctiliousness, and insisted upon having 
bills formally presented either in person or bv mail, he w'as assured 
that the highly special union workers in the oilburner business must 
be paid more promptly than other workers. He paid. 

A service guaranty for one year was sigjjed but it is ignored even 
after repeated telephone calls for help. Tbe machine is noisy tho it 
was guaranteed to be silent. It uses almost twice as much oil and 
electricity as the former burner, tho the agent was loud in "selling 
economy." The tank gauge is attached to an inflow pipe instead 
of to the tank itself, and it doesn't work. Mr Gullible thinks that 
a pipe shows flow only and cannot indicate volume, and to him this 
appears to be a fool-place to put a gauge. The thermostat is in 
the front hall beside the front door. He thinks, again, that this is 
bad because the frequent opening of the door falsifies the house 
temperature. (He freely admits that he is not an expert, and he 
does not press these points.) The ducts leading to the remotest 
wings of his house have two or three perfect right-angles in them, 
and ii seepts to Mr Gullible that hot air is likely to be slowed up 
and dissipated by being forced thru such irregular channels. He 
says "It stands to reason" (this signals all his arguments). Mr 
Gullible's house is cold! 

Before Mr Gullible sues (he is seriously thinking of doing so) he 
decides to write a strong final letter to the agent embodying his 
claims in courteous but unmistakably precise teims. 

1 Reproduce Mr Gullible's claim letter covering the above 
pojuis (with additional ones tj possible). 

2 Reproduce the agent's or the company s seriatim adjustment 
letter in reply. 

14 Mr (jiiy Gullible keeps his country house open all winter so that 
he may enjo\ its peace and relaxation at week-ends. He has care- 
takers on the pla^e — man and wife — who arc supposed to be there 
all the time to l(K)k after frozen pipes, snow removal, heat cconomv, 
and the like. 

Last year Mr Gullible’s fuel oil .supply cost him twenty dollars a 
month for ten months. He signed the customary contract with its 
price clau.se (six cents a gallon unle.ss-— ), its company vigilance 
clause, and the rest, for service again this year. 1'hus far his bills 
have been thirty dollars a month! The caretakers tell him that 
the new burner requires more oil than the old one. He doesn’t like 
to hear this, and he retorts that they are keeping the house too 
w'arm, especially in his absence when they are supposed to keep all 
heat turned off except in their own special rooms. 

Strongly suspicious that something is radically wrong about his oil 
supply this winter, Mr Gullible investigates on his own. He makes 
an occasional mid-week visit to his place; he studies the neighbor- 
hood a little; he talks with the natives. And — he finds that an 
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unoccupied house not far from his own is being used as a kind of 
club-house by caretakers and others in the community, that it has 
an adequate oilburner (his old one, he discovers later), and that he 
has been paying for its fuel right along as result of his man’s sign- 
ing the delivery slips. He finds, too, that thru a similar ruse he 
has been paying the electric bills for the club-house! 

In addition, Mr Gullible learns that tank supply has not been care- 
fully measured in anticipation of fillings, that deliveries are fre- 
quently made at night, and that, probably as a consequence, much 
oil has been spilled over certain expensive planting that he is greatly 
interested in. The company, on the other hand, has not always 
been vigilant about keeping his tank filled. One cold and stormy 
week-end he was obliged to resort to small oil stoves and electric 
heaters to keep him.self reasonably warm. What was worse, some 
of his water pipes burst as result of this negligence. He has reason 
to believe that, on a certain night preceding a three-day storm, the 
oil delivery truck had only a few gallons left when it arrived at 
his place after a long trip, and that the caretakers had had those 
few remaining gallons put into the club-house tank! 

1 Reproduce Mr Gullible’s letter to the fuel oil company com- 
plaining of the service in general and of the truck driver's 
collusion with the caretakers in particular. 

2 Reproduce the fuel oil company* s reply making out a good 
case for itself or assuming responsibility for certain inade- 
quacies in service and offering generous adjustments. 
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THE LETTER AND THE CREDITOR 

What a man is, that is to say, his character; what a man docs, 
has done, or can do, that is to say, his capacity; what a man 
possesses, has possessed, or is likely to possess, that is to say, his 
capital — these are the three basic considerations of credit findings. 
There are other points, of course, but they are minor in 
comparison. 

The person or the company asked to leport on the credit standing 
of a third parly should tell something of the length and the kind 
of relationship existing between them, the kind of business the 
subject is engaged in, his standing in the community anti in his 
business field, his local credit rating, and whatever other special 
details (favorable or unfavorable) it may be possible and helpful 
to point out. 1 hese, added to the three CVs abtne mentioned, will 
be used by the one requesting the information in deciding whether 
full credit privileges shall be granted, whether they shall be 
refused, or whether certain limited or modified credit considera- 
tions shall be extended. 

T here arc two general divisions of credit-letter composition. One 
is direct, that is, the correspondence lakes pkKe between the 
person who asks credit consideration and the one having the 
power to grant it. The other is indirect, that is, the correspon- 
dence lakes place between the person or the firm desiring to know 
the credit standing of a third party, and the business concern- - 
financial usually — having explicit experiential knowledge of that 
third party's standing. 

This brief outline summarizes the procedures in connection with 
opening and maintaining a credit account: 

I Prospect makes four kiiitls of request 
A Initial request 
B Extension request 
C Renewal request 
D Discontinuance request 

ll References of at least three kinds are offered 
A Individual 
B Bank 
C Mercantile 
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III Responses vary as 

A Favorable 
B Unfavorable 
C Reserved 
D Neutral 
E Modified 

IV The sales department may approach the prospect with 

A Invitation 
B Assumption 
C Revival 

V The collection department keeps prospect’s record by 
A Files 
B Charts 

VI Questionnaires regarding the creditor may be rent;wed from time 
to time 

VII Dun-Bradsticet ratings may be periodically consulted 
VIII Othei agencies specializing in credit may also be consulted 

IX Credit personnel may call at creditor’s home or office and at 
the homes or offices of references 

Any credit questionnaire calculated to ascertain facts about an 
individual, a partnership, or a corporation, should be as searching 
as circumstances warrant without in any way being prying or 
discourteous. Questionnaires should be kept brief, and should be 
so worded as to occasion as little writing as possible on the part 
of the one who replies. A questionnaire may; require general 
information only, such as is illustrated on page 300; it ma> 
require a report based upon special relationships, such as is illus- 
trated on page 355. It is hardly necessary' to add that any sort 
of questionnaire dealing with credit should be given respectful 
and dignified attention, and in most cases where it cannot be 
answered favorably it had probably better not be answered at all. 
On rare occasions credit questionnaires are returned with com- 
ment to the effect that the recipient prefers to be excused. 1'his 
is, of course, self-interpretative. 

The reply to a direct credit request is by no means difficult in 
the event that references justify the granting of credit privilege 
without any hesitation whatever. It is easy to say yes to a gilt- 
edge risk. The credit department in such cases usually has 
certain instructions to give in regard to the use of credit privilege. 
Houses differ somewhat as to credit machinery. Something more 
than “grateful acknowledgment” may properly be expressed in the 
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letter granting credit privilege. But appreciation should not be 
overdone. It should by no means give the impression that the 
house is aggressively encouraging purchases on the new basis. The 
new credit customer must not be made to feel that the sales depart- 
ment is opening fire upon him at the beginning of every month, 
and that the collection department takes up the volley at the end. 
He is to be accommodated rather than victimized. 

If, however, credit has to be refused completely or qualified in 
some degree and manner, as result of reference findings — if, that 
is, the credit prospect is a bad risk or only a moderately good one 
— then the reply to credit request calls for the greatest possible 
tact and strategy. It is, indeed, a kind of adjustment the object 
of which must be to prevail upon the customer or the prospect to 
deal on a cash or a modified cash arrangement. This means that 
the advantages of cash dealings must be explained — the special 
privileges extended cash customers, the cash discounts offered, the 
end-of-month freedom from bills, and the like. In some cases 
— fortunately rare — it may be best frankly to say that, inasmuch 
as references given have not replied or have replied unfavorably, 
the company would very much prefer that the prospect start 
relationship on a cash basis that may later justify the credit 
extension desired. 

In all credit letters, deductive presentation is scjmewhat better 
than inductive (see f>agc 400). T he recipient of a credit informa- 
tion letter wants to know promptly whether the answer is yes or 
710. He may keep decisions waiting until he hears from a bank 
or other credit house, and he wants to know what the answer is 
immediately he opens the credit information letter, without 
wading thru detail that may properly be considered later, 'fhe 
first paragraph, perhaps the first sentence, should therefore break 
the news, be it happy or unhappy. This does not mean that 
details and analysis arc to be omitted. They should certainly 
follow, first, as justification for the decision, and second, for ready 
reference. This rule of composition is regarded as important by 
all financial houses that are obliged to contribute credit informa- 
tion as part of their daily round. 

I'here are many different styles of credit forms and question- 
naires, individual houses for internal reasons setting up their own 
to meet special requirements. Here are a few of the more general 
ones : 
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This form is for the use of the 
personal credit interviewer: 

REPORT 

ON 

APPLICATION rOR ACCOUNT 

Date 19 

Name 

Address 


Business Address 


REFERS TO 


REPORT 


This is a department shop form 
to he filled out by the collection 
department for the credit de- 
partment: 

Date 

Name 

Address 

House or order only 

C.O.D.— Failed 

Too slow 
By request 
Dispute 

Close Account — Owes, and slow 
Returns goods 
Small, and pays on 
account 
Death 

Revises when buys 

Have understanding before charging 
Stop and revise 
Reopen account by request 
Keep to terms 


This is a form request for 
credit information, used by a 
large department store: 


In making application for a charge 
account, we have been referred to 
you 

by 

of 

We shall appreciate and consider 
confidential any information that 
you may furnish us concerning the 
financial responsibility of the appli- 
cant 

Very truly yours, 

PI EASE ANSWER HERE 
Gentlemen: 


This is a department shop form 
to be filled out by the book- 
keepers, notifying that the 
account limit has been reached: 

LIMIT NOTICE 

Date 

Name 

Address 

Amount of Limit 

Amount of Account 

PURCHASES BY MONTH 
MAKING UP PRESENT 

INDEBTEDNESS 

Jan July 

Feb Aug 

March Sept 

April Oct 

May Nov 

June Dec 

LAST PAYMENT 

Am't 


Date 
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This is a department shop form used to notify bookkeepers that 
an account has been opened: 

19 


Name 

Residence . . . . 
Business Address 
Limit $ 


This form n devised for special 
use in cover in a temporary 
situation: 


We refer to 3'<)ur 

.. establishing credit 

m favor of 

covering a shipment of 


A communication from the bene- 
ficial ics has now come to us. 
They will avail 1 hemsehes of tins 
particular credit. Voiii further 
instructions will be carried thru. 


This form carries the subject’s 
name or number at the top of 
the body of the letter: 


We should like to have vonr ex- 
pert r)pinion regarding the above 
subject. 

Your estimate of his financial 
responsibility, his abilitv\ his 
reputation, and his methods of 
borrowing heretofore, w’ill be 
espe-nallv' helpful to us. Any- 
thing additional that vou^may 
be able to give us Vvill likewise 
be appreciated. 


It is customary for financial concerns, giving credit information 
regarding a person or a company, to protect lliern.selves with some 
such printed form as (he following. It is usually printed on the 
stationery of the credit department, cither at the top or at the 
middle or at the bottom ol the page: 

It is iiudcrstood that the information contained in this letter is 
i^iven in absolute confidence, and entirely ’leilhoiit prejudice or the 
assumption of responstbdity by us 

or 

All persons are informed that any stalenicnt on the pait of this 
bank, or any of its officers, as 1o the responsibility or standinf’ 
of any person, firm, or corporation, or as to tuc value of any 
securities, is a mere inatt*^r of opinion, and ^ivcn a^i such, and 
solely as a inaticr of courtesy, and for which no responsibility, in 
any way, is to attach to this hank or any of its officers 

Following are two of the many financial statement forms used by 
the Federal Reserve Bank of New York to obtam credit irforma- 
tion from borrowers: ^ 

^ U^)ed by permission of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York. 
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Suicniml ro'D Suc|eite«l b» 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT it. «r,e b..a rf n.. 

NAME — — 

OCCUPATION .ADDRESS — ^ 

1^: _BANK OF 

1 nskt the following otateinent of nil my aaaeU and liabillUea at Iho cloac of badacoa aa of the day of 

19 and give other material information for the porpoao of obtaining advancea on notca and 

bilia bcanng my aignature, endontement, or guarantee, and for obtaining credit generally upon preaent and future appUcatlona. 
PLEASE ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS USINQ *NO* OR -NONE* WHERE NECESSARY. 




01MSS 
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You will find, we hope, as many others have found, that, in the free 
use of the telegraph to save valuable time in business and even in 
social correspondence, you will compel attention and force action that 
will produce results for you worth many times the modest cost. 

Credit revival or stimulation forms such as this are not to he 
recommended, however expensively devised they may he: 


We cordially invite you jto use 

your charge account with ' 

and Company 

Although the account has been 
inactive it remains open and 
available for your convenience 

We shall welcome an opportunity 
to be of service to you 


Credit revival is preferably attempted in such courteous and per^ 
sonal appeal as the following: 

It has been a long time since we have had the pleasure of serving you. 
Your credit account has been inactive .so long, indeed, that we fear 
something has happened to displease you? Won’t you make *ise of the 
enclosed stamped addressed envelope to let us know whether our 
service has been unsatisfactory to you? 

This is an especially good time of year to take advantage of our 
.stock-clearing operations. In all of our fifty ye^rs of merchandising 
we can truthfully say that never before have we been able to dispose 
of such superior values at such ridiculously low prices. 

Our thought — our hope — is that you will feel disposed to resume 
relationship with us on the old-time credit arrangement. We feel 
sure that you will do so once you have looked over the enclosed 
folder. Credit customers of long standing — both active and inactive — 
have the privilege of four advance special days to avail themselves of 
these offerings before the general public may take advantage of them. 

The following model letters in credit information should be 
studied for the sake of tone, guardedness of content, and special 
nature of credit correspondence. 

This report is indefinite and reserved, hut more will prohahly 
follow: 

We understand that the company to which you refer in your letter 
of May 27 is a limited one. 

It was organized in 1928, in succession to an old established firm. 
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It has a declared capital of |25,000., and we are informed that it is 
regarded as safe for a fair credit. Its principal capacity of operation 
appears to be as agent for manufacturers. 

We regret that our report must be so brief, but we shall communi- 
cate with you further in case we are able to secure additional in- 
formation. 


Meager as the information is, 
the tetter is nevertheless help- 
ful, and it is well written: 

The subject of your inquiry of Sep- 
tember twelfth. Mr. Isaac J. Mor- 
dik, has maintained an account 
with this bank, as well as with its 
branch in Shanghai, China. 

We understand that he is a young 
agent of some means, and that he 
is active and reliable. 

Inasmuch as he has never requested 
any credit favors, we have never 
had occasion to investigate his af- 
fairs exhaustively. 

He represents the Shanghai Plati- 
num Company and the Hankow 
'I rading Corporation, and his visit 
to this country at present is occa- 
sioned by the interests of these two 
concerns. 

We hope this information will be 
of some value to you. 


Some valuable information is 
presented about a ‘'third 
party” and in terms that are 
confidential and dignified: 

M.B.O. and Co. is not a customer 
ot ours, but from such investiga- 
tions as we have been able to make 
we have found the busine^s to be 
well-e.stablished and well-otlicered. 

Tho the company has occasionally 
required extra time for making pay- 
ments, it is generally regarded as 
safe and satisfactory, and has never 
been refused credit for its require- 
ments. 

We are not fn possession of any 
financial details, but the respon- 
sibilitv of the company is appar- 
ently unquestioned, and the risk is 
viewed as desirable by those w'hom 
we have consulted. 

This information is, of course, ex- 
tended in strict confidence. We 
hope it serves your purposes. 


Further charges must be declined until the account is settled: ^ 

Your patronage here is appreciated and it is our sincere desire that 
nothing shall happen to disturb the cordial relations surrounding your 
dealings with us 

So we have authorized the delivciy of the purchases you made yes- 
terday although your account is now long past due and frequent re- 
quests for payment have brought no response 

It is not our desire to embarrass yon but >'ou will agree, we are sure, 
that we should not be expected to honor any further charges without 
a payment on your account 

Won't you please send us a check now — the amount is $76.45 — so 
we shall be in a position to authorize future charges without delay? 

Thank You! 

^ Trom The Blue Book of Credit and Collection Letters by Daniel J. Hannefin. Used by 
permission of Mr. Hannefin. 
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This unique appeal for the revival of a charge account is placed 
on one side of the letter sheet for the reason given in the last 
paragraph.^ 

"Every question lias iwo sicle^," runs 
an old proverb 

<\nd this letter is arranged to get 
your side of a question that’s worry- 
ing us 


Here's the question 

Is it through any fault of ours that 
your charge account has not been 
used for six months? 

And here’s our sitle 

You’ve been too good a customer 
for us to lot you slip a>\ay un- 
noticed 

We value your pat ton age — we want 
to keep \'ou as a charge customer 

And if it’s through any laull of 
ours that you're not using your 
account here, we’d appreciate >'our 
telling us "3'Our side" 

W^e assure you, we'll do our utmost 
U) make correction 

'riie Other half of this sheet is yours. 

Will you use it for your "side" — 
and mail it to us in the enclosed 
stamped envelope 

Thank you 

This is a considerate interim letter from the credit department of 
a bank to a credit mqniry: 

A little mote time than v/e expected has been required to prepare a 
detailed letter-report on the subject ol ^’ollr incpiirv ol Mav twenlv- 
fifth. 

He has been involved in so many ventures, and he has still so niany 
affiliations in business in various parts ol the country, both official 
and financial, that much correspondence is necessary to ge’ all the 
necessary data together. 

•From The Blue Book ol Credit and Collection Letters by Daniel J. llannefin. Used by 
permission of Mr. Hannefin. 
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We shall do our best, however, to have a thorogoing statement in 
your hands on or before the time limit indicated in your letter. 

Refusal of credit privilege is based upon sound and sufficient 
argume^iiy arid the cash arrangement is made attractive: 

ll has become nccessar}' for us to limit new credit accounts to a 
reitain number each >ear. 1 he (luola for this year has long since 
been filled and the credit books arc accordingly closed. We are 
obligetl to say this to many credit prospects every year, and it is 
never an eas> thing lo do liut we alinnst invariably find that these 
good people ileal with us on a cash ba^is, and that this relationship 
with them proves lo be so satislactory that nothing whatever is lost 
and much is gained by both of us. We feel sure I hat such will be 
the case between y)U and ns. and we arc thus reconciled lo saying no 
to >oiir kiiul credit reiiiiCht. ^’ou will be recrwiciled, too, we prophesy, 
once >011 have availed yourself ot our merchaiulising opportunities. 

Newcomers to this community are always welcome to the Chic 
Siioi*. And this means leal ho'-pitality with no string.s attached. 
^’oLi, as a luwv resident in lleartMllc, are at liberty to come in ami 
use our general guest rooms at any time — our writing r»>om, our 
library, our auditorium • where interesting programs aic usually in 
progless;, our j):irlois, and the rc'st. In I he exercise of this privilege 
\ou are to leel no obligation wliaiever to buv. lUil our hope is, of 
coinse, lliat liie sighi of our otferings, liie touch of them, even the 
smell of them will \er>' ollen tempt you to buy — and that 3 ^ou will 
as often \’ield lo temptation! 

\nd while onr meichandise is ahva\'s a lemptatiim to our shop guests, 
our price policy is even a giealei one. It is because our top-notch 
'jiialilie.s arc procurable ior so little money that ninety v'cnt of 
our business is conducted strictly on a cash basis. This it is, in turn, 
that enaldes us to give oui regular customers such extraordinary 
values, riie majority o\ them have come to prefer the cash relation- 
ship. with us. 

1 or many vears now we have m.ide if a point lo invite new residents 
ill lleartvilic to our private pre-show ing.s, along with our long-stand- 
ing credit customer^. They aie permitted to buv ai these events on a 
cas!i basis. We enclose, for instance, two special permission tickets 
for your personal ii.se — the white one will adn.il you to the spring- 
iials opening next I uesilay ; the pink one, lo the show'ing of our new 
lingerie importations on ihe following I'uesilay. You will find both 
of these events (and others that will follow cliiring the year) un- 
usuallv inlere,sliiig sociall.N' as well a> economically. .Music, dancing, 
and refreshments are alwavs incidental to these affairs. We shall 
look forward to seeing you in attendance. 

7' he second pait of the following problem is solved. This is the 
more difficult pad of the two solutions called for. The first you 

should work out for yourself. 

Mr. George P. Kixlney, 249 Main Street, Paw'tucket, Rhode Island, has 
sent in an initial order to the Imperial Pen Company, South Street, 
Rochester, New ^'ork, re<iuesting that the goods be sent on credit. He 
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gives the name of Gregory and Wilder, 608 State Street, Ithaca, New 
York, as reference. Mr. Janies I’uller, credit manager of the Imperial 
Pen Company, sends an inquiry to Gregory and Wilder concerning Mr. 
Rodney, with assurances, of course, that any information given will be 
treated confidentially. An unfavorable reply is received from Gregory 
and Wilder, based upon the following memoranda: 

— Unreasonable demands for deliver^’ of goods 
— Unwarranted deductions on several remittances 
— One check returned marked insufficient funds 
— Account overdue 

1 Write Mr. Fuller's letter to Gregory and Wilder under date of Jan- 
uary twelfth. 

2 Write Gregory and Wilder’s reply under date of January fourteenth. 

A frank and fair solution: 

Credit F^rospecl 10445 is now an unsatisfactory account. He has 
dealt with us for many years, and up to 0000 was in all respects a 
good and sometimes highly profitable credit customer. Since then, 
however, he has been increasingly difficult and troublesome, and we 
have within the past year been reluctantly obliged to tell him that we 
can no longer continue the credit privilege to him. 

Chief among our difficulties in dealing with him of late has been his 
insistence upon deliveries within dates that could not reasonably be 
met. When these were not made on the impossible dates he Specified 
with his orders, he voluntarily and entirely without justification made 
deductions on his tardy remittances. On June fifteenth, 0000, his 
check for |53.27 was returned to us marked insufficient funds. This 
amount represented about one-third of his actual indebtedness to us. 
Up to the present we have been trying to get this bill settled but 
without success, the we have offered unusual (for us) concessions in 
order to close with him. 

This is by no means the sort of report that we like to make in reply 
to credit-information requests, and we are extremely sorry that it has 
to be so adverse in this particular case because the subject was for so 
many years one of our most highly respected and appreciated ac- 
counts. Our feeling is that he has been caught — we hope not irrecov- 
erably — in the depressing financial and industrial events of the past 
three or four years. 

Let it be assumed that the following letter has been referred to 
the credit manager of the Coe Varnish Company, who instructs 
you to send an answer covering the following: acknowledgment of 
the letter, necessity for obtaining credit information, request for 
references as to business and financial ability and personal in- 
tegrity, assurances that references will be promptly investigated, 
suggestion that if Mr, Russell wants the goods by January 18 he 
should make an advance remittance. Reproduce this letter of 
reply. (Mr. Rus sells letter was written on plain stationery.) 
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324 State Street 
Chicago Illinois 
January 2 0000 

Coe Varnish Company 
817 Broadway 
New York City 

Gentlemen 

1 have recently purchased the hardware business of Mr. James San- 
ford of this city, and I should very much like to open an account 
with your house. 

For the past five years I have been manager of a large wholesale 
hardware concern. I am in excellent financial standing, and I can 
promise to meet any and all business obligations promptly and satis- 
factorily. 

If you decide to accept my orders, will you please let me know what 
terms you can offer me? And if you can fill the enclosed order and 
get the gcKxls to me by the eighteenth of this month, 1 shall ver\' 
much appreciate your doing so. 

Very truly yours 
Arthur B. Russell 

Fnclosurc 

ABR/mc 

The foregoing problem is here handled tactfully and construc- 
tively: 

Thank you for thinking of us in connection with an account. We 
have already placed your name on our hooks and have added the 
experience and the standing that you mention. 

In accordance with the excellent business practice of which you are, 
of course, aware, we must, liuvvevcr, ask you for three specific refer- 
ences: one who will inform us as to your financial standing in \’oui 
community, one who will tell us about your business capacity;” one 
w'ho will give us a little information about yourself personally. We 
enclose a stamped addressed envelope for your use, and we promise 
to con.sult each one of these references promptly and confidentially 
in your behalf. 

With the exception of the keg of Kellogg s White Lead the merchan- 
dise you ordered is being made ready for shipment. We are our- 
selves having difficulty in keeping a sufficient amount of this brand 
on hand to meet demand. But we are expecting a new supply in a 
day or two. Will you, please, in the meantime send your check for 
$71.83 which will coyer the present order minus the customary dis- 
count to you and minus also the cost of the paint? We are sorry 
to trouble you about this, but since you want the goods by January 
eighteenth and since it is necessary that w'e hear from your references 
before your account with us is technically opened, this arrangement 
will probably be moie satisfactory for both of us — and, incidentally, 
more strictly systematic for our respective auditing departments. 
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The tally booklet that we enclose will be useful to you, we hope, 
not only in placing future orders but also in helping you to keep a 
weekly check-up on your placements with us and with other firms 
in different kinds of merchandising. Naturally, we should like noth- 
ing better than to have you exhaust its pages in a few weeks and 
request a new one! W'e likewise enclose our credit form with general 
information about our business policies. 

May you enjoy in your new venture all the success that your prede- 
cessor had, and, if possible, even more! 

Three enclosures 

This letter by the inimitable R.LS. credits to Miss Anme II. 
Ide, by will drawn in the ‘"proper legal manner,'* one birthday. 
It was addressed toll. C. Ide, father of the “legatee,** from Vailima, 
Samoa, on June 19, 1891.'^ 

Herewith please find the docuailnt which 1 trust will prove sufficient 
in law. It seems to me very attractive in its eclecticism, Scots, 
linglish. and Roman law phrases are all indifferently introduced, and 
a quotation from the works of lla„vnes Bailey can hardly fail to attract 
the indulgence of the Bench. Yours wry truly, 

Roberi Louis Steven s('\ 

I, Robert Louis Stevenson, Advocate of the Scots Bar. author of 
The Master oj liallaiilrae and Moral T.mhiews, stuck civil c^gineLT. 
sole owner and patentee of the Palace and Plantati(.)n known as 
Vailima in the island of Upolu, Samoa, a Biitish subject, being in 
sound mind, and pretty well, 1 thank you. in body: 

In consideration that Miss Annie 11. Ide, daughter of H C. Ide, in 
the town of St. Johnsbury, in the count)' of Caledonia, in the stale 
of \'ermont. United States of America, was born, out cif all reason, 
upon Christmas Day, and is therefore out of all justice denied the 
consolation and profit of a proper birthday: 

And considering that I, the said Robert Louis Stevenson, have 
attained an age when O. we never mention it. and that I have now 
no further use for a birthday of any description; 

And in consideration that I have met H. C. Ide, the father of the 
said Annie H. Ide, and found him about as white a land commis- 
sioner as 1 require; 

Have transferred, and do hereby transfer, \o the said Annie 11. Ide, 
all and whole my rights and privileges in the thirteenth day of 
November, formerly my birthday, now', hereby, and henceforth, the 
birthday of the said Annie H. Ide, to have, hokl, exercise, and enioy 
the sarne in the customary manner, by the sporting ol fine raiment, 
eating of rich meats, and receipt of gifts, compliments, and copies of 
verse, according to the manner of our ancestors; 

And I direct the said Annie II. Idc to adil to the said name of 
Annie II. ide the name Louisa — at least in private; and I charge her 
^ Uie<l by permission of Charles Scribner's Sons, New York City. 
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to use my said birthday with moderation and humanity, et tamquani 
bona fiha jamilia, the said birthday not being so young as it once 
was, and having carried me in a very satisfactory manner since I can 
remember; 

And in case the said Annie II. Ide shall neglect or contravene either 
of the above conditions, 1 hereby revoke the donation and transfer 
my rights in the said birthday to the President of the United States 
of America for the lime being: 

In witness whereof I have hereto set my hand and seal this nine- 
teenth day of June in the year of grace eighteen hundred and ninety- 
one. 

SEAL 

Robert Louis Stevenson 

Wltnx'‘:s, llOYD OSBOL'RNE, 

Witness, HAROID WAFli. 

In literary history the two greatest writers on the subject of credit 
have been Benjamin Franklin and Daniel Defoe. The first 
excerpt below is taken from Poor Richard's Almanac; the second, 
from The Complete Fnglish Tradesman. 

If OH) Poor Richard 
Fstabhsbcd Ills Credit 

In order It) secure my credit and character as a tradesman, 1 took 
care not only to be in reality industrious anti frugal, but to avoid al! 
appearances to the contrar}. I drest plainly, 1 vtas seen at no places 
of idle diversion' 1 never wei^r out fishing or shooting; a book indeed 
sometimes debauched me Irom ni> vvoik, but that was seldom, snug, 
and gave no scandal, and, to shtiw ib.at I was not abtne my business. 
I sometimes brought home the paper I purchased at the stores thro the 
streets on a wheelbarrow. '! hus being esteem'd an indiistritui.s, thriv- 
ing young man, anti jiaving duh lor what 1 bt night, the merchants 
who importetl stationery solicited my custoni; others proposed supply- 
ing me with books, and I went on swimmingly. 


CRHDir IS a consequence, not a cause; the cfTtct of a substance, not a 
substance, 't is the sunshine, not the sun; the quickening something, 
call it wdiat you will, that gives life to trade, gives being to the 
branches, and moisture to the root, 't is the oil of the wheel, the 
marrow' in the bones, the blood in the \'eins — of all the trade, cash, 
and commerce in the world. . , . 

'T is apparent, even hy its nature. '1 is no wav dependent upon per- 
sons, parliaments, or any particular m^n or set of men, as such, in 
the world, but upon their conduct and jusL hchavior. Credit w'as 
never chained to men’s names, but to their actions; not to families, 
clans, or collections of men: no, not to nations, 't is the honor, the 
justice, the* fair dealin.g, and the equal conduct of men, bodies of men, 
nations, and people, that raise the thing called credit among them. 
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WORK 

1 Take the Cash and Let the Credit Go. Let it be assumed that this 
is the newly adopted slogan of a large department shop that has 
recently decided upon the policy of "no more credit privileges — sales 
for cash only." Write a strong letter to be sent to all former credit 
customers, explaining the reasons for this change in policy and aim- 
ing to retain their custom on the new cash basis. Prepare a leaflet 
to be inserted in this letter attractively reenforcing the arguments 
of your letter and setting forth special sales inducements. Indicate 
illustrations in your layout. 

2 Certain customers of the shop in which you are employed have 
for many years dealt regularly with you on a cash basis. You 
have been asked to compose a letter to be sent to them offering 
credit privileges at your shop, and explaining to them in detail 
what the advantages of the credit relationship are. Emphasize the 
ease and simplicity of buying on the credit plan at your establish- 
ment, Enclose blanks to be filled out, and suggest a certain date 
on which the customers will find it especially advantageous to open 
the credit account, owing to particular offerings that are to be 
made to credit customers only on this date. In preparing to write 
this letter, draw up a brief outline of the content, headed by a 
resolution, as for argument. Submit the resolution and plan with 
your letter, that is, run these as a marginal outline of your letter 
copy (see page 414). 

3 About three years ago Peter Hudson opened a radio shop^in your 
community. He had practically no capital, but his character and 
his capacity were A 1 in every respect. You assisted him with 
credit, and he has been very successful. His credit limit has gradu- 
ally been advanced to more than three thousand dollars. He now' 
asks for fifteen hundred dollars’ worth of goods! In doing this he 
presents a financial statement and a request that you increase his 
credit limit to six thousand dollars. Write him a letter in which 
you indicate your unwillingness to go quite so far. But assure 
him that you aie willing to do something for him. Give \our \ery 
good reasons for this modification. Show by his reply to you that 
you have made him see the reasonableness of your modification. 

4 W'hen Miss Ima Detter was graduated from I'riple Bluffs High 
School she left an unpaid bill of $27. at the school cooperative shop. 
At the end of her freshman year at Ga-Ga College she left an 
unpaid bill of $33. at the college cooperative shop. At the end of 
her sophomore year at Cuckoo College she left an unpaid bill of 
$54. at the college cooperative shop. She has now entered Madwag 
University as a junior and has applied to the manager of the 
student cooperative shop there, Mr. Will B. Cautious, for credit 
privilege. She gives as references the three cooperative shop man- 
agers wnth whom she had previously had dealings — Mr R. U. Dun- 
ning, Mr. E. Z. Mark, and Mr. I. B. Simple, respectively. Mr. 
Cautious consults these references and then writes a polite, con- 
structive refusal to extend credit privilege to Miss Detier. Repro- 
duce his letter. You should know that Miss Detter comes from 
a family of means, that she is a charming and personable young 
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woman, that her scholastic standing is invariably very high, and 
that she is always active and popular in all important student 
organizations and enterprises. You may make still other logical 
assumptions in regard to the situation. 

5 Mr. James Sheridan, who has charge of the Los Angeles branch 
of your bank, has written you to inquire about a Mr. Thomas 
Green, who has recently moved to Los Angeles from New York 
City. Mr. Green has asked Mr. Sheridan to look after the transfer 
of his business from the New York City bank to the Los Angeles 
branch. On looking up Mr. Green's record you find that he has 
connections of four different kinds with your bank in New York 
City. He has both a drawing account and a savings account. He 
has some excellent stock securities in your keeping. He is at present 
co-executor with your bank in the settlement of a small estate. By 
notes to and conferences with the various branch heads of your 
bank you have found out still other valuable things about Mr. 
Green's relationship with you, and in all cases this relationship is 
and has been most agreeable and beneficial to your house, and 
probably to him. Write a detailed report-letter to Mr. Sheridan 
in which you embody seriatim all the information you have to 
give regarding Mr. Green. Perhaps copies of inter-department notes 
should be enclosed, along with duplicates of Mr. Green’s last monthly 
statement, lists of his holdings in your care, your personal estimate 
of him as a business man, and so forth. Somewhere in your letter 
you should carry the customary note of warning regarding the 
confidential nature of your communication. 

■ Solve all parts of the following problem: 

FINANCIAL RATINGS. LNC. 

324 WINTERBURN AVENUE 
NEW YORK CITY 


June 9, 0000 

Mr. Thomas Warfield 
182 Barclay Street 
New York City 

Dear Mr. Warfield 

We are extremely sorry to have taken so long in getting your 
inquiry answered. In addition to moving our offices from the 
twelfth floor to the twentieth, one of the members of this organ- 
ization died last week and wt w'ere not open for business for 
three days 

We regret that we are not able to give an account of the sub- 
ject of your inquiry that is altpgether favorable. He has for 
some Time undertaken more contracts than he has been able 
to carry thru. He has, moreover, permitted business overhead 
to consume profits to such degree that he has been deep in the 
red for the past year. His working forces are, however, in all 
respects Al, and it may be that, with a general pick-up in busi- 
ness, he will be good for the amounts you mention. Just at 
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present you will do well, we think, to postpone the transaction 
that you are contemplaiing 

We hope that this information and advice will be of service 
to you 

Very truly yours 

Adam Grayson, Secretary 

I'inancial Ratings, Inc. 

AG/rh 

Copy on your paper all the letters beloW^. that stand before true 
statements regarding the above communication. 

a 1 he salutation is incorrect. 
h The letter tone is objective. 
c I he content is well organized. 
d 7’his IS an adjustment letter. 
e 'I'he punctuation is consistently closed. 

/ The letter paits are not properly placed, 
g The margining and spacing are correct. 
b The indented form is consistently followed. 
j The infoimalion given is detailed and complete. 
k 'riu' second sentence in the body is not ambiguous and in- 
coherent. 

Rewrite the letter in compliance with the principles of credit letter 
writing explained in the foregoing pages. Reproduce the letter lr> 
which it is an answer. 

7 Solve the following problem: 

To The Worthington Iron Company 
n24 Market Street 
Philadelphia 
rennsyivania 

From Credit Research Bureau 
181 Slate Street 
Chicago 
Illinois 

Abol'T Steel Builders. Inc. 

17 Michigan Avenue 

Milwaukee 

Wisconsin 

Data 'I'he Worthington Iron Company is considering buying a 
large block <)f the commercial paper of Steel Bnilders. 
Inc., and writes to the Credit Research Bureau. 1 he 
Credit Research Biiicau co\ers the following points in 
its reply to the Worthington Company: 

a Personnel now and previously 
b Company standing o\'er a period of years 
c Output, turnover, and competitive status 
d Reputation with banks in home and branch cities 
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e Extent stability, fluctuation, and various issues of 
its investment paper 

/ Present cash balances and other quick assets 
Reserves for meeting slumps and depressions 
h Any distinctive policies and records 

8 Read the letter below; then 

I Write the reply from the bank to Mr. Saks Perliaps the tele- 
gram carried Joseph Isaacs or perhaps Mr. Saks is wrongly 
listed in the credit files as Joseph Isaacs, or both. 

1 Reprcxluce the letter written by Mr. Saks to the telegraph 
company. 

3 RcprofJuce the reply from the telegraph compan>'. 

PROGRESSIVE CONSTRl’CTION COMPANY 
1024 North Bellevue Avenue 
CLEVELAND 
OHIO 

April tenth 
00 00 

The Trans-Nation Bank 
140 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland 
Ohio 

Gentlemen Ait Credit Department 

\ fortnight ago 1 was about to sign a profitable contract with 
Mr Joshua K Billings of the Bach-Billings Company, 31 
Market Street, Chicago 

Before closing the contract, how'ever, Mr Billings quite prop- 
erly desired to consult the bank reference that I had used in 
mv negotiations with his company. That bank reference was 
you. Inasmuch as I haw had satisfactory financial relations 
with you for a dozen years now, 1 felt sure of you 

A few days ago the Billings deal came to a disappointing halt. 
Hpon inquiry I found that a telegram had been sent to you 
by Mr Joshua K Billings asking about my standing, and 
that vour reply telegram informed him that I am unknown 
to your bank! 

Naturally 1 am at a loss to understand why you replied to 
him as you did. and I shall be obliged lo >'ou for an explana- 
tion. I need not remind you, however, that it is now too late 
for me lo recover that contract* 

Very truly yours 
Joseph I Saks 

President, Progressive 
Construction Company 


JIS. .,RV 
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Fifth Letter 

INSIST 

Recall past satisfactory transactions and insist that they be repeated 

Suggest limited possibilities of future transactions 

Require logical reasons for receiving goods gratis 

Clive warning that patience is exhausted 

Interrogate as follows 

— "I lave we been fair?*’ 

— “Do you insist upon trouble?” 

— "Have wc not served you well in trhe past?” 

— “Can you afford to return the compliment?” 

Sixth Letter 
SUMMARIZE 

Review your entire action 

Cite number of letters sent, with dates 

Give contents of letters, in brief 

Give contents of replies, in brief, or say what debtors attitude has 
been 

Contrast the two gioups of letters, or the two attitudes 
Call attention to the tact that every possible consideration has been 
extended 

Say finally that only one course remains open to you unless account 
is settled by certain date 

Seventh Letter 
DEMAND 

Inform that the time has expired 

Inform that the matter has been turned over to your attorney 
Inform that all further communications must be addressed to him and 
that he is in possession of all the correspondence to date 
Give the name and address of your attorney. (In case the matter i^ 
turned over to a collection agenc)', the letter may be revised 
accordingly ) 

The following collection serialization does not exactly tally with 
cither of the foregoing exhibits. But the letters represent llie 
average deviation from prescription that is necessary in meeting 
given cases. They aie “taken from life/’ and they settled the 


VARYING DEGREES OF PRESSURE IN COLLECTIONS 
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account. The important thing is that they were written according 
to a plan or a system, completely thought out to meet a case 
before the letters were composed. Every house must have some 
system — it matters not which or what kind so long as it is logically 
followed thru and is adapted to specific situations. 

1 

Enclosed is a memorandum of year overdue account. An early settle- 
ment of this balance is requested 

Re |75. still owing. 

2 

7‘he amount of seventy-five dollars (?75.) remains open on our books 
against your name. 

No adjustment is necessary, we think, in regard to this bill. Will you 
remit, therefore? 

3 

On February tenth we wrote you calling your attention to a bill of 
seventy-five dollars ($75.) that you owe us. We have not heard from 
you, to our surprise, and we must ask you now to send us your check 
at once, or, at least, to explain when we may expect settlement of this 
account. 

Customers who pay their bills promptly make it possible for us to .sell 
our goods as reasonably as we do. We shouKl like you to help this 
worthy merchandising cause along, ^’ou yourself have benefited by 
our low prices, and we hope that you may continue to do so. 

Won't you, please, in justice to us. pay us what you owe us in order 
that we may meet our obligations? Please use the enclosed stamped 
addressed envelope for mailing your check to us — now. 

4 

Why have our letters of February tenth and March first brought no 
reply from you? You do not want us to feel that 3'ou are trying to 
evade payment, do you? You can at Ica.^t “pay" us an explanation, 
can’t you? 

By meeting your bills promptly you keep your credit clear and repu- 
table. To default in a small amount, such as your indebtedness to us 
is, means just as much against your credit standing as to default in a 
large amount. And if all our customers were to fail us in the small 
amounts they owe us. as you have thus far done, we should have to 
go out of business. 

Just sign the enclosed check vow. won’t you please? It is filled out for 
the correct amount. And here is a stamped addressed envelope — an- 
other one — for >our use. 

5 

We shall be extremely sorry to resort to forcible measures to collect 
the seventy-five dollars you owe us. 

Mild measure.s, however, appear to leave you cold We feel that we 
have been very patient and courteous. Won't vou agree? 
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But — unless your remittance is in our hands by March twentieth, we 
shall be obliged to take legal action for the collection of your account. 
Sorry ! 

6 

Harrison Brothers haT.'e placed in our hands the enclosed statement of 
the amount they claim you are under contract to pay. They say that 
they have met their part of the agreement, but that in spite of re- 
pealed urging, you have failed thus far to meet your part. 

As intermediaries of many years* experienve in adjusting differences 
among business men, we have found that frequently there is a mis- 
understanding of the terms of agreement; and in taking this case up 
for our clients, we hope that you will trust us to act in your behalf 
also (without charge to von) and thus assist in bringing about a settle- 
ment on a basis of friendship and good-will. 

We believe it is their intention to treat you with the utmost fairness, 
for the\' are l<Mig and favorably known in the business world: and wc 
infer that it is >’oiir intention to treat them honorably, for it seems 
hardly likely that, for so small an amount, any one would wish to 
forfeit his self-rcs[iect and the respect of those with whom he deals. 

Please write us fully and frankly. If there is any reason why the 
account shoidd not or cannot now be paid, tell us why and your reason 
will have the utmost consideration. 

If, however, this account is conect and has not been paid simply 
because of oversight, we urge that you at once send to the publishers, 
or to us, the amount of the enclosed bill. 

7 

Can it be possible that we were mistaken in supposing, as wc did in 
our recent lettei, that you wouUl respond to an appeal to your sense 
of fairness? Must we believe that you are so indifferent to the re- 
quirements of cusTomar\' business usage as to ignore llie good offices 
of a third party. tcMidcred (without charge to you) in the interest of 
mutual good-will? 

We have given you the opportunity to make to our clients, Harrison 
Brothers, any explanation you desire with regard to your indebtedness, 
but \'ou appear to have treated our offer with conlcmpt. Perhaps 
you did not receive our previous letter? Very well — wc lake the pre- 
caution to call your attention again to your obligation. 

Our business is to collect or to adjust accounts. We believe, on the 
statement of our clients (which you have not denied) that you owe 
the money claimed and that you are able to pay your debts. How- 
ever, before starling further proceedings we wish you to know that we 
arc* ready to consitler all the facts with a view to a friendly settlement. 
But wc must reach an adjustment quickly. 

Unless we hear from you within ten clays, we shall be cor spelled to 
place this claim in the hands of the attorney representing us in your 
locality, with instructions to proceed to the collection of the amount 
due bv every legitimate means at his command. 
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These two letters are businesslike and fair without in any way 
evincing impatience or disgruntlement: 


1 

You will recall that when your ac- 
count was opened, it was with the 
understanding that our hills would 
be paid not later than the fifteenth 
of the iTionlh of issue. Your ac- 
count for March, amounting to 
eighty dollars is now past 

due. If the delay in payment is 
Laused by any inaccuraev in the 
bib we shall be glad to correct it. 

The charge account is a cooperative 
arrangement which we hope you 
]ia\e found a convenience. We are 
sure that the delay in forwarding 
>'our check this monrh is an over- 
sight that you w'ili correct within 
the next few days. 


2 

^'our account has now been per- 
mitted to run far beyond the time 
established by the company for 
payment of its bills. No attention 
has been given to our requests lor 
a remittance. As a result, althrmgh 
much to our regret, tliis is to notily 
3'ou that unless \our account 
amounting to .S-SO is paid within 
three da>'s from date, or some rea- 
son ft^r non-payment given, it will 
be necessary, under the rule of the 
company, to deny further credit. 

Wo hope we shall not have to do 
this, because we believe that you 
have found the account a conven- 
ience. It may be that the delay 
is due to some conilition of w’liich 
wc should know. 


*rhc following four collection letters represent units from collection 
sequences, 'fhe single unit may make the collection and the 
sequence thus be slopped, or the entire system may have to be 
used. 

I 

A short and pointed note very often brings results: 

Please send us the ten dollars tliat you owe us. 

We have written to >ou about this before, but in the rush and tumble 
of affairs \nu have probably overlooked oui letters — and the bill. 

Please- -this time — put the check into the enclosed envelope this very 
minute and get tlie thing off your mind — and ours. 


This attempt at collection places the responsibility fairly and 
squarely: 

Is there anvdiing wrong with the five dollars wc have charged against 
3011 r account? 

If there is. please just write us frankly and say so. 

We’re always glad to correct any errors. We're not perfect. We 
don't pretend to be. 
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Our records tell us that you owe us five dollars. They may be wrong. 
They may not be. The point of the matter is that you have neither 
paid us nor answered our letters which we have tried to keep fair 
in argument and pleasant in tone We think we have succeeded in 
this. What do you say? 

Please use the enclosed addressed stamped envelope and write YES or 
NO on the card it contains. 


A claim-and-adjustment collec- 
tion is often trying on the pa- 
tience of both parties. There 
is a note of restraint in this 
letter: 

\'ou would not have made a claim, 
we know, for discount on your re- 
cent rLMuiltance unless you honestly 
felt that there was some good rea- 
son for doing so. 

In our letter of June ninth we tried 
to explain what our records show 
concerning your account with us. 
Now, won’t you please go over your 
record of your dealings with us. 
Mr. Roberts, and write us whether 
we are really in error to the extent 
to which your note indicates? 

If you still think that we are in 
error, then please write us what you 
wish us to do. We are opien to any 
sort of compromise that seems to 
you to be reasonable and fair. We 
want to settle the account satisfac- 
torily to you, so that we may still 
retain \'our custom and therefore 
your good-will. Nothing else mat- 
ters so very much, does it? 


4 

It would he very difficult to de- 
vise a kindlier handling of a 
collection situation than the fol- 
lowing perso^iali^ed appeal for 
a deposit: 

Our bookkeeper has called our at- 
tention to the fact that your ac- 
count has been overdrawn. We are 
sorry about this and we feel per- 
fectly certain that there is some 
mistake somewhere. 

It is always our desire, as you must 
know by this time, to give tle- 
positors the very best seiyice po.s- 
.sible. But you will realize of course 
that we must, out of fairness to 
our other depositors, call your at- 
tention to this overdraft. 

Won’t you please deposit sevent\- 
tive dollars ($75.) to your account 
immediately? This will cover 
everything, and reestablish our fine 
old relationship more firmly than 
ever. 

Please give us the privilege of greet- 
ing you personally when next you 
call at the bank. 


This letter was written to an old customer who had not kept his 
promises. It became necessary to tell him that the collection would 
have to be placed outside if he agam failed to ren.it. The first 
paragraph is not given inasmuch as it simply reviewed the case. 
These two paragraphs are the really important ones.^ 


Frankly, Mr. . we are reluctant to send your account to our 

lawyer for collection. You have done business with us for a long 

s From “When They Fail to Pay” by George B. Talbot in The Mailbag. Used by per- 
mission. 
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time and we believe in your good intentions. After all. lawyers do 
have a way of getting the money but in the end it costs you more 
and often leads to many unpleasant consequences. So we are going 
to give you every chance to avoid outside collection of your account. 

It will be necessary for you to do your part though. Your check 
for $125.(K) by the end of the week and satisfactory assurances on 
the balance of the account are what W'e consider your part now. It's 
your next move! 

7 hese letters have done good work by way oj collecting, and at 
the same time retaining good will. On the letterhead of the 
second one there was a humorous picture of a fat man bending 
forward. An actual safety pin was inserted at that point where 

2 

This is a salety pin extraordinary — 
it serves two purposes. 

In the case of the fat man above, 
it relicxes him of a lot of worry 
and bother. 

It will also relieve you of a lot of 
b()lher and worry. It will set you 
square with us and help us to 
square up w'ilh the other fellow — 
so be careful not to lose the pin. 

Better be sure of it and play “safety 
first," for it is the pin you will 
want to use to attach your check 
to ‘I HIS letter in payment of our 
statement of lanuary 1, amounting 
to W>-2{) 

T hank you for the check. No 
charge for the smile w^e hope you 
will get out of this letter. 

P. S. Please hurry. We want to use 
the pin to ask another fetlow 
to use the "Safely" first. 

After they have greeted your appeals with silence that is anything 
but golden, the author of the following letter recontfuends that the 
collection-letter writer tell some responsible executive in the owing 
firm all about the case. lie did this and the money was collected 
amicably:' 

Your company opened an account with us last^ spring. Frorn May 
28 to June 12 we shipped goods valued at 5655,8(). These bills are 
therefore now con.M’derably overdue, but the peculiar part is that no 
* Used by permission of The Darrnell Corporation. 

■ From "When They Fail to Pay" by George B. Talbot in The MaVbag, Used by per- 
mission. 


shirt and Irouseis incetr 

1 

No need of our writing a long letter 
about how much w'e should like yrm 
to bring your account up to date— 
so wc shall .skip dow'n to here 
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attention is given the account, either in the form of money or by 
way of a reply to our various letters. 

It is not our intention to embarrass you by forcing settlement, but 
aren’t we entitled to the courtesy of a reply and a part payment P 
This account probably hasn’t come to your personal attention before. 
This may be the reason why we have not heard from you? 

We shall e.\pect a check for $339.92 by October 1 1 or some satisfactory 
explanation. 

The poem — ‘Tf / Knew You and You Kne\D Me” — printed attrac- 
tively on the margin of the original copy of this, letter, helped to 
take the credit manager to the customer in an agreeable imper- 
sonal way^ 

You've probably heard that according to some authorities treasurers 
are supposed to have vinegar in their veins instead of good red blood. 

When it comes to asking for pav'menl of a just account, they are said 
to assume that every one is a “dead-beat.” 

Here’s one that refuses to be “dubbed” that way. 

According to our records \ou owe us S , statement lor which has 

been sent to you. Vet, we believe the reason \ou haven't paid is just 
because you haven’t got around to it. 

And, we arc going to stick to the point for the next ten days at least. 

By the wa>', when you’re seinling in the check, better tell us, if you 
haven’t done so, how many copies of 1000 Ways to Make a Thoiisaud 
Dollars to reserve for v'ou — they’re going fast. 

‘riianks. 


Below are two collection scries. The first consists of three letters 
on open accounts; the second, of four letters on contract accounts. 
These letters have been successfully used by a large commercial 
establishment in the Middle West. They are here reproduced by 


permission. 

1 

Your attention is respectfully called 
to the balance on your account now 
due in accordance with our regular 
terms. 

In the event your remittance has 
not been mailed, won’t you please 
forward it promptly. We shall be 
very much obliged to you. 

'Fhe amount is $ 


2 

You apparently have not replied to 
our recent letter regariling the past- 
due balance owing on your account. 

Our records .show no lea^on w'hy 
pav'ment should be withheld bevond 
our usual term period of thirty 
days, and we are therefore some- 
what in doubt as to the reason for 
the delay. 

Please mail your check today or 
tell us your reason for not doing so. 


* L'^ed by permission of The Dartnell Corporation. 
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3 

Although \vc have senl you Iwo Idlers regarding your account, it is 
still unpaid. 

'riie terms under which you puicha.sc from us are clearlv stated on 
our i xoiLt's, and as the account is now considerably past due, we 
nuisl insist on paymcMit. 

You undoubtedly realize that there is a teasonnhle period hevond 
wlikh we shoukl not he expected to carry an unpaid account. Won't 
you therefore acknowledge this princii)le of good business by mailing 
remittance at once? 

We shall expect 3'our check for 


1 

'I'liis is just a frierullv reminder 
that the nionthlv payment on your 
contract has matured 

Vour payments are due each month 
as sjiecified on the notice which we 
send as a convenience \o you. 

!n case you have not alre ad \ mailed 
remittance, W'on’t \ou kin<lly do so 
promptly? 

3 

Since writing you a short time ago 
regarding pa\ inenl due on your 
contract, another iiisl ailment has 
matured- 

We know you do not want .our 
account to pyramid in this \va> any 
more than we do, so that bringing 
it up to date bec<jmes an increas- 
ingly difficult task. 

Our business methods are predi- 
cated upon Nour installments’ being 
taken care of promptly each month 
as they fall due, and \vc cannot per- 
mit them to accrue. 

We must insist on the irnmediate 
mailing of lemittance Ui bring your 
account uji to dale, d he enclosed 
envelope is for your convenience. 


2 

>'our contract account shows ow-ing 
a past-due installment as :> dicated 
on the enclosctl notice. 

.\11 the attractive features of our 
time-pavment plan are predicated 
upon payment of the installments 
when due, and we expect \oii to 
meet 1he.se payments promiitlx. 

Please cooperate with 11s by for- 
warding \our remittance toda>', in 
case il has not already been sent. 

4 

We regret that our efforts to in- 
duce \ou to lemii in accordance 
with the terms of your contract 
agreement with us have apparently 
bet n unavailing, as we are still 
without 3'oiir remittance. 

^’ou now owe two installments, as 
sh wn on the attached notice, and 
uiv'ss they are taken care of with- 
(»ut further delay, we obviously will 
hav'e no alternative except to en- 
force the provision in the contract 
pertaining to a tlefault in pav mcnt. 

We want you to continue to enjoy 
the adv'antages of our equipment, 
and trust you will make that pos- 
sible by mailing your check imme- 
diately. 


The series of ten letters bdow is used on open accounts by a large 
concern in the West. The senes is preceded, of course, by a 
monthly statement — perhaps more than one — and followed by per- 
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sonal letters until the account is settled or given over to legal 
collection authority. These forms are sent at approximately 
fifteen-day intervals. Note that after the third, a house form 
(with red letterhead in the original) is sent to the salesman. It 
carries at the bottom of the sheet a fill-in for him to return to the 
credit manager. Later in the series there is another such coopera- 
tive form. Note that the last two of the series carry a tone of 
finality. 

1 

It may be that our recent statement, on which there are now slightly 
past-due purchases, has been overlooked. 

If there is any question regarding the account, will you please advise 
us? Otherwise, may wc have your remittance by early mail? 

2 

A few days ago we reminded >ou that your account with us had 
been overlooked. 

The statement which we are enclosing shows that as yet your check 
covering the past-due amount has not been received. 

If there is any reason for withholding payment, will you not advise 
us so that an immediate adjustment may be made? 

If there is no' reason, we shall appreciate your remittance now 

3 

About ten days ago we forwarded you a statement of your account. 

We shall appreciate your remittance for the past-due items amount- 
ing to I 

4 

(To Salesman) 

Amount | 

The account of the above-named customer is now past due in the 
amount shown above. 

Besides sending out statements we have also written the customer 
twice without receiving payment or any word as to why payment is 
being withheld. 

We shall appreciate your cooperation in securing a remittance to 
cover the amount shown above so that it will be unnecessary for us 
to WTite this customer again for payment. 

Please see this customer as soon as possible and let us know the result 
of your call, in the space provided below. 


I saw this customer on 


and report ; 
Signed by 


Salesman 

Date 
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5 

Wc are disappointed lo find that your past-due account, as shown on 
the attached statement, is still unpaiil. 

You certainly must agree wilh us that ample time has been given you 
to make settlement. Are we not justified now in asking for an imme- 
diate remittance? 

We shall look for your remittance by early mail. 


Recently we wrote you regarding your past-due account of ? 

Up to the present, however, we have not received citiier your check 
or any w'ord as to why payment is being withheld. 

As our terms of sale have been exceeded considerably, we feel that 
you will be glad lo have your attention called to this account. 

Will you not send us your check in the enclosed envelope or advise 
us when payment will be made? 


7 

(To Salesman) 


Balance Due $ 

rifteen days ago you were notified of the past-due account of the 
above-named customer. 

To date we have received neither his remittance nor any word as to 
why he is withholding payment. 

^'ou will realize, we know, that long-past-diie accounts have a decided 
bearing both on the manner of handling collections and on the accept- 
ance of future oroers. 

It is therefore essential that this account be paid within the next 
fifteen days. If it is not wc shall be forced, in accordance w'ith com- 
pany policy, lo charge back all commissions on the balance shown 
above. 

Please call on this customer and secure his check or in the space below 
advise us fully and at once of all details. 


I saw the above customer on 


and report: 


^Signed by 


Salesman 

Date 


8 

The complete file of correspondence in connection with your account, 
as shown on the attached statement, has been referred to me with a 
request that permission be given lo turn your account over to our 
attorney. 
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When I approved your order I did so because I felt that you would 
meet your obligation promptly, and, although I am naturally dis- 
appointed to learn that your account is not paid, I still think I was 
right in my judgment. 1 am sure there must be some unusual cir- 
cumstance surrounding this account as I cannot conceive of any one's 
wilfully neglecting to answer letter after letter, especially in view of 
our liberal attitude. 

Further action will mean considerable additional expense and em- 
barrassment for you. 1 want, therefore, to make this personal appeal 
to you to send us a check tor your accouiit, or make some arrange- 
ment whereby payment w'ill be completed 'within a reasonable time. 

1 am enclosing a stamped return envelope, and .shall appreciate it if 
you will write me frankly and fully relative to this account. 

9 

You must have some good reason for not replying to our letter.s or 
sending us a check to cover your small past-due account. 

If we only knew your reason for withholding pa>'ment, we feel sure 
that some satisfacioiy arrangement could be made to liquidate ^our 
account. 

Won’t you take a few moments and answer the questions on the bot- 
tom of this letter and return it to us^ 

The amount is $ 

Is this balance correct? 

Do you know that this account is days past due? 

Can you send check in ten days? 


10 

Possibly you have not been in a position to give our recent letter the 
proper attention. It concerned a small balance of 5 

In Older to close this small outstanding charge, may we expect your 
check within fifteen days, or an acknowledgment slating when pa\- 
ment can be made? 

Below is a deferred-payment collection series. This, like the above 
series, is preceded with statements and followed with persojial let- 
ters until such time as more drastic action is considered imperative 
The last statement preceding the following forms has enclosed with 
it an envelope under the flap of which is printed in heavy face the 
amount due and the date when due. This series too, it will ht 
observed, carries the intermittent cooperative forms for the sales- 
man, and winds up with a telegram to him. The schedule o! 
follow-up on deferred-payment accounts is approximately as 
follows : 
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D.P. 1 7 days before due date 

D.P. 2 5 days after due dale 

D.P. 3 14 days after ilue date — copy to sales ofTice 

D.P. 4 24 days after due dale 

D.P. 5 37 days after due dale — copy to sales office 

D.P. 6 47 days after due date 

Personal correspondence 57 days after due date 

1 

Fialance of account § Amount due $ 

Our recent notice to you showed an installment due on your Deferred- 
Pa\ men I Account 

Your remittance has nut been received, and apparently this escaped 
your at ten I ion. 

If this has nut been sent in, will you see that it is attended to at 
once? 

2 

Balance of account ? .‘\ mount due ? 

^'<)nr payment for the installment now due has not been received. 
'Ibis slinuld ha\e lueii mailed to reach us on the due date which 
was some ten tlav's a^o. 

May \vc not have \our lemittance today for the amount past due, to 
enable us (o place your account (iU a current basis? 

3 

(To Salesman) 

'I he above customer has allowed lus deferred payment account to 
become ilelinquenl Experience has proveil that when one install- 
ment is allowed to lapse, there is a derided probability of having to 
resort to legal action oi leposses'^ion. 

"N'our commission can be protected only bv keeping this -accounl up 
to date. Please sec this customer at once, and report in liye davs 
in the space provided beluw'. 


I saw' the above customer on and demanded payment. 

Remarks ; Signed by 

Salesman 

Dale 

4 

Balance due $ Amount due ? 

Your payment for the installment now due has not been received. 
This should have been mailed to reach us on the due date which was 
fifteen days ago. 
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We must have your remittance immediately for the amount past due, 
or it will be necessary to take definite action to collect your account. 

5 

You have overlooked the fact that in signing your contract you agreed 
to send us a remittance regularly each month until your account is 
paid in full. We remind you of this fact, for these regular payments 
have not been received. 

Your signed contract, which we hold, also says that in the event of 
unpaid installments, the entire balance is (fue and payable at once. 

Send your remittance now for the past-due installments which are 
listed below and we shall be glad to have you continue your regular 
monthly payments. 

Past-due installments: 

Date Amount 

6 

(To Salesman) 

We have notified the above customer several times that his install- 
ment account is delinquent. We have received neither his check nor 
any word as to why payment is being withheld. 

Today we were forced to write this customer that unless payment is 
received by return mail, we shall have to resort to legal ac^on. 

We are, of course, desirous of avoiding any unpleasantness with this 
customer which would result from legal action, and we know, too, 
that you are interested in protecting your commission. 

It is highly important that you sec this customer at once and request 
immediate payment. If you cannot secure payrnent for the amount 
now due, we recommend repossession of the equipment. 

7 

(To Salesman) 

Date: 

Sales Office: Customer’s Name: 

Salesman’s Name: Address: 

Copy To: Order No.: 

Balance: 

Installments Past Due: 

The past-due condition of the above customer’s installment account 
warrants your immediate attention. 

It will be necessary to collect the delinquent amount to reach us 
within ten days. If you cannot secure this amount pick up the equip* 
ment at once. 
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Your failure to collect the above amount or to send us notice of 
repossession will result in charge-back of commissions. 

Protect Your Commissions by Prompt Action. 

Please Report on the Reverse Side. 

Here is a problem that calls for combination sales^-collection 
solution. It must have promotional or house-organ quality 
together with collection appeal. 

You are chairman of the employees* welfare committee of your firm. 
I.:ach employee pledged himself for fiv'e dollars one month ago for the 
annual outing, fhe outing has come and gone, and still many mem- 
bers have not paid the promised fee. Some have paid only one dollar 
“on account.” A few, who paid “cash down” at the time the pledge 
was given, were unable to attend the outing, but they have loyally 
relused to accept anv relund, preferring to let their contributions go 
toward employee relief insurance. 'I he majority of the employees, 
however, paid the outing fee and attended the outing, at which a 
“pleasant time was had by all.” Write one strong letter calculated to 
reach and imi)ress all four classes of employees above defined, namely; 

1 Those employees who have as yet paid nothing, but who never- 
theless enjoykl the outing 

2 Those emploN'ees who still owe your treasurer four dollars, but 
who nevertheless enjoyed the outing 

3 'fhose employees who could not attend the outing, but who 
nevertheless paid you in advance and refused reimbursement 

4 fhose employees — the largest group of all — w'ho paid in full and 
who enthusiastically attended the outing 

Your letter should be so written as to collect from groups one and 
two. It should express grateful acknowledgment to groups three and 
four. It should make in general for gicater esprit de corps among all 
classes of cmiiloyecs. Anil it should begin now to “sell” next year's 
outing to every emt)loyee in the firm. 


And the ** solution wives' : 

The greatest ever yet! That’s what they said about our last annual 
outing. And they were right — ^with one possible exception, of which 
more anon 

What made it the greatest ever yet — until next year? Why, our 
fine old company spirit — and nothing else but! LliNSCO is and 
has been for years the envy of othej: industrials the country over 
because of superior product, because of superior service, and pri- 
marily because of the single-thoughted, close-knitted body of happy 
working people unanimously bent upon BIGG HR AND BETTHR 
LKNSCO as the days, months, and years go trippingly by. 

The vast majority of employees this year paid for the outing in 
idvance and participated with gusto. A few' — thirty-three to be 
xact — paid in advance, but owing t(* some last-moment occurrence 
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were prevented from attendance. Your committee sent refund checks 
to these thirty-three disappointed people. And what do you think 
happened? Every check came back with a note to this effect; Add 

THIS TO THE RELIEF INSURANCE FUND. ANYHOW I HAD MORE THAN FIVE 
dollars' worth or anticipation fun our or it! To a man, they did 
this! Seemed like a conspiracy in altruism. Your committee was 
“too full for utterance." Good old LENSCO esprit de corps was never 
more eloquently manifested! 

But now — that minor note: A few employees — twenty-one to be exact 
again — enjoyed the outing but have not yet paid the promised fee. 
A few others — just fourteen (you expect your committee to keep 
figures straight and names dark, don’t you?) — paid the original deposit 
of one dollar but have not yet paid the other four dollars. They 
too enjoyed the party — we saw 'em doing it* Both of these groups 
are requested to regard this letter as a collection appeal. 1 he recrea- 
tion committee ol LENSCO freely admits that it doesn’t know how 
to write collection letters — it has never hatl any experience in this 
field. 'I'his is, indeed, the very fiisl time it has ever had to ask foi 
oveuluc outing funds, and it finds the task aw'kward and embarrassing, 
it would refuse to go in for expert collection serialization if it knew 
how'. for it knows that these comparatively few — thirty-live out of 
781 — will pay up now'—right now! A bill envelope is enclosed lor the 
convenience of these signed and solvent thirty-fivers. 

Next year it's to be a tvvo-dav and threc-night cruise! We embark 
I’riilay p.m. and disembark Monday a.m. And where, and vs hen, 
and how‘^ It’s all in the bag — vet! But you may feel justified in 
saving your pennies now and looking forw'ard, for it's going to strike 
a new' high in industrial recreational undertakings. And the fee will 
be no more than it was this year, namely and to W'it, five ilollars 
Think fif that! 

Hlbert Ihihhard ( 1S56-19J5) almost invariably wrote masterpieces, 
and when he turned his hand to business letters he was a super- 
master, as this short collection mcssa^^e proves: ■' 

TIIF, fu)yc:kofteks 

DFVO'TIT) TO PRINTING AND AR I S AND CRAFTS 
F.AS'T ALRORA, NFAV 'TORK 
Ma> First 

Dear Friend: 

'This is a pretty blunt quest itm Bui its answer is one ol vital im- 
portance to us — 

.Are you going to settle for Volume One of the Complete Works, 
or are you not? 1 en Dollars. \ou know. 

Hope still crimsons all the f^ast, and we await your reply by return 
mail. 

Yours very sincerely, 
f’.i.BERT Hubbard 

P.S. Volume tw'o is ready. 

Shall we send it along? 

‘'Used by permisMon of Mr. I Ibcri IIubb.ircl IL 
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The telegram is increasingly used in business, and in practically 
all departments of business. While it can never take the place of 
the letter, especially in difficult situations, it may be used effec- 
tively to pave the way or to follow up. and in general to hasten 
transactions as well as to emphasize eagerness to serve satisfac- 
torily. Credit information is frequently sought and conveyed by- 
wire, ordeis are placed and acknowledged and revised, shipments 
are dated and expedited and traced, replies are requested, inquiries 
are answered, claims are adjusted, style and price changes arc 
announced: and all sorts of sales operations — making appoint- 
mcnls witli buN'ers. meeting unexpeclCLl competition, reviving and 
enL'jiiraging accounts, supplementing advertising, encouraging and 
stimulating salesmen and their campaigns, announcing special 
sales, accepting oilers, replenishing stocks, quoting prices, and so 
lorth — are conducted by one or more of the different sei\’ice‘s 
afforded hv the telegraph companies. 'The Western Union I'cle- 
graph Company in its valuable business services makes such 
suggestions as tlie following for collection telegrams: 

1 Your prompt rcMuittancc will assist us greatly. Please forward today. 

2 Remittance for our iiuoice of (dale) will be appieciatcd. 

3 Your account overdue. Shall appreciate remittance. 

4 You have probably overlooked outstanding account. Kindly favor 
with remittance. 

“j Have been very patient. Won’t you kindly remit? Urgent. 

6 Closing books for audit. Please oblige with remittance. 

7 d'oday last day to take advantage of cash discount. 

8 When may we depend on remittance asked for? Second reminder. 

V Please mail check immediately for past due account Th ink v ou 

10 Very important remittance reach us by (date). Ask your coopera- 
tion. 

11 Will draw on you (day) unless w’e receive remittance immediately 

12 Must lake sharp action if remittance not received at once 

13 Necessary pav part account. Further' delay impossible. 'Telegraph 
amount todav. 

14 Attention past due account imperative. Dislike to take further 
act ion. 

15 I ast chance make good. Write remittance today. 

® Used bv peimission of Tnc VVe.stcrn Union Telcgiaph Company. 
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WORK 

1 We shall assume that you, as collection manager in a large depart- 
ment shop, have adopted the following serial collection method: 
one itemized bill; one “overdue"; two personal notices; three per- 
sonal letters. Write the second personal letter of this series in a 
given (imagined) case involving $300. due in the purchase of several 
different kinds of merchandise. All letter parts must be supplied 
in your solution. 

2 Let it be assumed that you are in charge of collections in a large 
correspondence school. Indicate graphically the collection policy 
that you would inaugurate to cover four different classes of stu- 
dents — poor risks, fair risks, good risks, gilt-edge risks — and point 
out the number and the character of the letters that you would 
send to each class. Reproduce the body of a typical mid-series 
letter that you would send to the fair risks or a typical mid-series 
letter that you would send to the gilt-edge risks. 

3 Your firm has sent two statements and two letters to a credit cus- 
tomer in an effort to collect two hundred dollars now ten months 
overdue. 'I'his customer has been tardy previously in meeting his 
bills, but he has always paid eventually, and you are certain lhal 
he will meet his obligation this time. You are to write a third 
letter to him, and this letter is to be the final appeal. Explain the 
situation exactly as it is. Inform the delinquent that ;^ou must 
have a settlement of the account. But aim, of course, to retain 
his custom and good-will. Before writing this letter prepare a brief 
outline of the body and run it marginally along your letter (see 
page 414). 

4 Mr. M. T. Zeroman is managing-secretary of the sports association 
of Cipher College, Lower Moronia, Missouri. No small part of his 
business work consists of negotiating with other colleges, with high 
schools, with private schools, and with general adult athletic clubs 
for their use of the Cipher College Sports Arena — the finest athletic 
field in the state if not in the United Slates. 'Lhe field is being paid 
for by the fees received for its use, and it is so greatly in demand 
that the original construction debt has been almost paid off. 
(Cipher College athletes frequently complain, indeed, that others 
have more use of their sports arena than they themselves have.) 
During the past year, however, Mr. Zeroman has had difficulty mak- 
ing collections from the organizations that have hired the field. He 
has, of course, a complete file of events, of charges made (a sliding 
scale from minor to major sports), of attendance at all events, of 
the financial ability of the schools and clubs that have used it, and 
so forth. A comparatively small entrance or initial fee is payable 
when the contract with an outsider is signed and the date is fixed. 
But the percentage on gross receipts is at present outstanding in 
numerous cases. After submitting the customary bills and “coaxers," 
without returns, Mr. Zeroman prepares strong collection letters to 
be sent to the delinquent organizations. You are asked to repro- 
duce one or more of these letters, using your imagination to supply 
exact name and location of addressee as well as special financial 
data that must be tabulated in the body of the letter. 
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5 WRITH A LETTER 

FROM TO FOR 

Collection Service, Inc. Mr. Harri.son Baldwin John Poulson's Sons 
132 Market Street 165 Calvert Street 181 State Street 

Philatlelphia Baltimore Trenton 

Pennsylvania Maryland New Jersey 

Mr. Harrison Baldwin has a beautiful home in a suburb of Balti- 
more. About a 3 ' ear ago he decided to have the plumbing in his 
mansion re-done completely. Instead of turning the work over to 
a contractor he dealt directly with John Poulson's Sons, manufac- 
turers and fitters of fixtures. This firm did a unique job for him by 
way of harmonized colorings, novel devices, and the like. Mr. Bald- 
win was pleased — he said so in writing — and the company was proud. 
But he did not pay, in spite of several letters from John Poulson's 
Sons. Collection Service, Inc., now has the account. You are to 
reproduce tlie first letter of this agency. It has been instructed to 
make any reasonable compromise. One of the obstructive factors 
in the Poulson-Baldwin relationship has been the troublesome pub- 
licity caused Mr. Baldwin thru company advertising that featured 
certain interiors of the Baldwin home. The Poulson firm secured 
permission from Mr. Baldwin to reproduce colored photographs 
of these in national mediums. But Mr. Baldwin now contends that 
this publicity caused him a great deal of annoyance and trouble, 
and that, had he seen its disadvantages to himself, he would never 
have given permission to the plumbing company to use the photo- 
graphs as it did. Copy runs have been discontinued as far as pos 
sible by the Poulson companv, but a few pieces are still appearing 
becau.se of contract terms. This situation must be treated in the 
first letter of Collection Service, Inc., along with other considerations. 

6 Write the letter required in the following situation: 

Dr-RTOR I'arkins, Blanton, and Company 
148 Southern Boulevard 
San r rancisco 
California 

CRmnoR Harrison Shapland and Company 
Garrison-on-t iudson 
New York 

Conditions The former has owed the latter $137.78 for one 
year. The latter has sent the customary bills and 
three or four strong letters. It has likewise inves- 
tigated Parkins, Blanton, and Company, and has 
not been able to discover any suflicient reason wliy 
that concern should not have paid the bill long 
ago. Harrison Shapland and Company now write 
a strong next-to-Iast collection appeal. 

Suggestions This letter contains a brief review of the case. 

It bases its central argument upon the endless- 
chain character of owe-and-pay in the conduct of 
sound business. It is kindly and cooperative in 
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tone, but contains "between the lines” an explicit 
posiliveness that cannot possibly be escaped by 
even a casual reader. An automatic device or cash 
sugsc'Stion is enclosed to make payment easy and 
immediate. 

7 Solve the following problem: 

rilR ELITE HABERDASHERY 
20 COR'I LANDT STREE F 
NEW YORK CITY 

March 18, 0000 

The Jay Jones Company 
12 E.astman Boulevard 
Rochester, New York 

Gentlemen Aitcniioii Mr jay Jones 

It is just possible that the bank may have confused my name 
with Garrison or Harrison or with some other having the same 
sound and rh>'thm. At any rate it has made a mistake, and 1 
am sorrv. The money w'as always on hand, and yesterday 1 
deposited mv regular weekly check The enclosevl check for 
^51200, will, thereiore, be paid without comment or (lucry. 

May I say that I think your systematic methods of collecting 
are extremely interesting. 'Fhey rellect true C'Jiefjicrfieldian 
courtesy and consideration ns applied to business dealing. \'our 
collection letters, indeed, almost tempt one to postpone pay- 
ment until he has experienceil the pleasure and the benefit of 
the ccunpletc serialization, 'riiank you for keei>ing after me so 
charmingly. 

Coidialiy yours 
Morris Morrison 
Ovvner and Manager 
Elite Habeidashery 

Enclosure 

MAl/CC 

Reproiluce Mr. Jones' strong final letter to Mr. Moriison, observing 
these facts. On receipt of his first bill for 5fl2()(). Mr. Morrison 
requested itemization of certain paits. Mr. Jones complied. He 
then requested an explanation of certain items. Mr. Jones ex- 
plained. Mr. Morrison then w'rotc that he would send a check in 
a few days. He sent it only alter Mr. Jones had written him a 
letter about it. The bank returned it to Mr. Jones marked insuf- 
ficient funds. Mr. Jones wrote him another letter, enclosing the 
check. This evoked the above letter. On receiving it Mr. Jones 
called up the bank and was informed that Mr. Morrison's accounr 
wuis still insufficient to cover the amount. Mr. Jcuies know's that 
Mr. Morrison has a large account in another bank and that he is 
advertising on a large scale in all the metropolitan dailies. Mr. 
Morrison’s letters are noted for their Beaunash qualitv. F5ut he 
rarely signs them. CC does this, and then stamps them "Dictated 
by Mr. Morrison but signed during his temporary absence from 
the office.” 



THE LETTER AND THE COLLECTOR 401 

8 The Excelsior EmporiiiiTi, State Street and Trent Avenue, Trenton, 
New Jersey, is eager to settle the account of Sophie Hlkinson (Mrs, 
Horace B.), 32^> Stacy Boulevard West, Trenton, New Jersey. Mrs. 
Elkinson has had a credit account at the Emporium for some time. 
But for more than eight months now she has refused to settle her 
steadily increasing indebtedness tho the store has sent statements 
to her at regular intervals and has also written her several letters. 
Merchantlise purchased by her over this period has been so unsatis- 
factory, she claims, that she will not pay her bills until everything 
has been made right. She has been buying more than usual because 
she has been furnishing a new house. She makes claims upon 
numerous articles — furniture, curtains, bedding, kitchen utensilry, 
rugs and carpets, and so forth. She has kept the Corrective Service 
Department of the store very busy indeed with her letters and tele- 
phone messages. She has likewise made the Department of Audits 
“IcKik alive” returning bills for revision and correcticiO — aiK.! then 
leaving them unpaid! But in all these ccnitroversies it must be 
atimitted that she has had some jusidicalion for dispute tho not 
so much as she probabl3^ thinks she has. 

Let it be assumed that you are manager of collections in The 
Excelsior Emporium, and that you have been authorized to get 
the acct)unL settled even tho this may entail certain comiJromises 
and coiiiessions b}* your firm that are somewhat out of the ordi- 
par>'. Write Mrs Elkinson a strong final letter. In the hotly of 
this lettei enclose two Inhulalioiis, one from the Corrective Service 
Deparlment detailing claims, returns, and ailjustments over the 
period above indicated, and one Irom the Department of Audits 
summari/ing bills rendered, bills revised, and amounts now due for 
the same period These tabulations embodicii in your letter are 
to be based u])oii the foregoing facts but specific items are to be 
elaborated from jour imagination. 
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THE LETTER AND THE SALESMAN 

Sales letters arc written lo sell commodities, services, and ideas. 
A letter that is written with the aim to expand an old business or 
industry or lo establish a new one, or lo gain adherents to policies 
and enterprises, by the sale of stocks perhaps, is sometimes called 
a sales promotion or a promotional letter. 

The advantages of selling by letter over selling by any other 
means have been listed and explained so often that it is trite to 
repeat them here. V'ct they must be set down in the briefest possi- 
ble terms in order that the text and the letters that follow may 
be clearly applied and understood. 

In the first place, the prospect cannot '‘talk back'’ to a s:fTes letter, 
except in that futile sense in which he sometimes splutters protest 
to his radio. It buttonholes or takes hold of him in private, in 
his home, directly, personally, immediately, point-blankly, with- 
out possible effective refutation then and there. It does all this, 
of course, provided it is a good rather than a bad or a wastebasket 
sales letter. It is, moreover, a comparatively inexpensive method 
of selling, even iho individual letter cost may mount as high as a 
dollar or more (see page 155). If, to quote John Howie Wright, 
past master of business letter psychology, anything that can be 
sold can be sold by mail, then sales letter writing should become 
as general as merchandising itself. And it has well-nigh done so. 
More, if good letters are and should be nothing more or less than 
just good talk, then sales letters should be of course good sales talk. 

This is the first important principle of sales composition — it must 
be just good sales talk, and the author of it must never permit 
himself to overlook this fundamental fact. While it is true that 
there are many sales letters that “commit suicide,” that by their 
own format and phraseology altogether forbid attention and defy 
interest, it is equally true that in no other branch of letter writing 
is there less excuse for such defection. Think of the items of 
absorbing interest that may be treated in sales letters about ap- 
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parently the most commonplace merchandise. Its evolution and 
history, its production and manufacture, its adaptations and 
adjustments, have real drama in them. So have the habits and 
customs, the infinite complexes and surging reactions, of the genus 
homo as he is cast for a part with this or that commodity or 
service or idea in the staging of sales. And the personnel and 
organization of big business and industry, with their marvelous 
interrelationships and machinelike adjustments and complicated 
ramifications, add to the glamorous opportunity of the sales letter 
writer if he has gumption enough to expose himself to their inspira- 
tion. To be dull, drab, dryasdust, or pedestrian in the face of 
all these challenges would be his one unpardonable sin. 

His sales composition is to be written in specific rather than in 
general terms. It is to emphasize the affirmative rather than the 
negative. It is to avoid as far as possible the we- and the /-tone 
and to adopt as far as possible the yoM-tone (see page 124). It is 
to omit from both subject-matter and picture any suggestion what- 
ever of exaggeration, presumption, aggressiveness, overzealousness, 
didacticism. It is to resort to facetiousness only with the greatest 
possible caution and discretion and circumspection. 

It may seem ridiculousi to give warning against putting anything 
in a sales letter that is foreign to the commodity or the prospect 
or the house; for it is so obvious that there should be no irrele- 
vance in such composition. But full many a time and oft has a 
sales letter writer "bought that he was breaking up sales fore- 
grounds with a story when, as a matter of fact, he merely diverted 
attention or nullified it altogether. There is nothing wrong with 
opening a sales relationship with a good story provided that it is 
quite relevant, that it is brief, that there is no doubt about the 
prospect's getting the point of it in relation to the sale. Too often 
the introductory story does not make the congenial personal touch 
for which it is intended; too often it disestablishes rather than 
establishes confidence in the merits and the guaranties later to be 
expounded. In ninety-nine cases out of one hundred the story 
intended to be ingratiating had better be omitted. 

This is never more true than in those sales letters that are written 
in answer to inquiries, and in sales follow-ups. The temptation 
to wax facetious is difficult to resist in these two connections be- 
cause they invite the atmosphere of familiar ground. But it is 
always better to answer inquiries seriously, with explicit explana- 
tion of topics about which inquiry is made. Never should an 
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inquiry be the cause of leading a sales letter writer to take the 
sale for granted. It invariably requires, rather, that he write 
out of experience and practice, that he win the prospect by logic 
and make no attempt to do so by hard insistence or urgency. 

Sales literature may be either inductive or deductive, that is, it 
may begin with details and build to a general fact, or it may start 
with a big claim idea or a general statement or command or qucs' 
tion, and work thru to more and more detailed expression. The 
first example below is deductive; the second, inductive. 

1 2 
Everybody needs a radio these days. The price of the new Sonoclear is— 
You are no exception, are you? almost nothing at all, compara- 
tively speaking. 

Well, then, there is just one par- 
ticular set for you — and for every- As a piece of furniture it is beau- 
body else, as a matter of merit as tiful. Made in all styles, sizes, and 
well as of fact. periods, it fits nicely and unob- 

trusively into the furnishings of any 
The Sonoclear is guaranteed. It is room without causing a riot, 
used by all the important people 

(see list of owners in the enclosed The Sonoclear is guaranteed, aiul 
leaflet T And it is equipped with our service vigilance guarantees our 
the new tone-scale adjustment that guaranty. It is used by famous 
enables you to enjoy all the radio people the world over (see enclosed 
pleasures and privileges without an- leaflet). And it is equipped with 
noying your neighbors. the new tone-scale adjustment that 

enables you to use it freely when- 
It is. moreover, a decorative piece, ever you wish, without exposing 
It will not dominate your other your neighbors to its intrusion, 
furniture, but it will add quietly 

and unaggressiyely to the furnish- 1'here is just one particular set for 
ing of any kind of room. It is you — and for everybody else, as a 
made in all styles and periods, and matter of merit as well as a matter 
in all sizes. of fact. 

1 he prices are so nominal as to be And everybody needs a radio these 

trifling, and the service guaranties days. You are no exception, are 
are phenomenal. you? 

Writing or speaking that appeals primarily to the emotions is 
sometimes called human-interest expression or human-interest 
copy. Other names for it are character copy and short-circuit 
appeal. Writing or speaking that appeals primarily to the reason 
and judgment and general intelligence is sometimes called reason- 
why or long-circuit or “cerebral'* copy. Writing or speaking 
that appeals primarily to the five senses is sometimes called sense- 
appeal copy. These three kinds of copy do not by any means 
.always appear as strictly isolated styles. Many appeals in sales 
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literature make use of all three, and all three may be adapted 
to almost any sort of commodity. It is possible that women 
yield more easily to human-interest appeals; men to reason-why 
appeals; children to sense appeals. It is possible that luxuries 
arc sold best thru human-interest appeals; that the idea of thrift 
is sold best thru reason-why appeals; that foodstuffs are sold best 
thru sense appeals. But these are unreliable generalities. Vita- 
mins have brought reason-why into the sale of foods; thrift — 
savings banks, insurance, safety devices — may be sold quite as 
well thru human-interest as thru reason-why, especially since it 
has become fashionable; the luxury of travel may be presented 
tliiu the most logical of reasoning. One man’s human-interest 
may be another man’s reason-why, and vice versa. 

Thh is human-interest appeal for class circulation: 

“Beauty," said Henry Ward Beecher, “is God’s trademark." 

I le was doing some advance advertising for our beauty products 
when he said this — or at least, so it would seem. 

Our face powders, soaps, hair tonics, dentifrices, lip rouge, nail 
preparalions, aiul ihe rest, are all made from the purest natural 
products galhoroil from (jod’s landscapes — field and highway and 
mountain and mcatlow. 1 hey inake lor beauty, if used according to 
our proscriptions. And in this day and age to be beautilul has 
become an obligation. 

Beauty gets you entree. Beauty get.s you ilistinction. Beaut c gets 
3'ou position and power. Who can gainsay any of these propositions? 

■\Nn — our product.: make you beautiful with safety. I'herc* is not an 
atom of poisoned chemicals in a single one of them. So use them 
and be sale as well as beautiful, 

I bis is reason-why appeal for class circulati 07 i: 

I'here are men here in our own city — in your own neighborhood — 
who are getting their automobile insurance for twenty per cent less 
than you are probably paying for it, in a good sound company, miiui 
you, with no .sacrifice in service. 

You are one of very few in your city to whom we are sending this 
invitation to become a .... policyholder. We select our pf^licyholders 
very carelully and try to insure only tho.se whose good h)ss records 
will enable a saving cost to all. 

Since the company was organized nearly fifty years ago, we have 
returned to policyholders twenty cents on every dollar of premium 
paid us by them- a total of more than forty-one million dollars 
returned as dividends. 

Don’t decide now about buying vour insurance from us. 
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Simply return the enclosed card and we shall tell you what the cost 
for ^our aulo insurance will be and how much you may save by 
placing it with us. There is not the slightest obligation on your part. 
It simply gives us the chance to submit figures that you can check 
against the price you have been paying. If you are interested in our 
budget payment plan, we should like a notation to that effect. 

So don't file this away to think over. There is nothing to puzzle 
you because you don't have to send one penny or promise anything. 
Just fill out the card and mail it now. 

In this appeal, note how reason-why and human-interest are com- 
bined to make a skilful pleading: 

Comfort was a strange and foreign word to Horace Blanford, until 
he owned a Millmobile. He takes pride in giving this testimony 
personally. "Riding on air," he says, "doesn’t begin to do it justice. 
It's more like riding thru air to the music of some heavenly host! 
It gives me, after a hard day's work, the peace that passeth under- 
standing, and the comfort that never was on sea or land. 

"And not the least of its comfortable merits is the fact that it leaves 
nothing for the chauffeur to do but just to sit close al the wheel 
and — go. There’s no new part to be repaired every hour or so; no 
engine trouble every time you get out on a pleasure trip fifty miles 
from nowhere; no hallelujah chorus of blow-outs whenevef we strike 
rough goings, and none of the thousand and one other motor miseries. 

"No, sir! It just goes and goes and goes. And we go with it. There 
hasn’t been a single case of ill-health or ill-temper in the family since 
the Millmobile was brought into our midst. Fven the chauffeur keeps 
well, and he used to be far from a well man whenever Saturday nights 
and Sundays came around! You've made us all happy.” 

Reason-why plus human-interest must make an irresistible combi- 
nation in such a letter as this: 

You have written to me so many times — and I to you — that it seems 
to me we must be personal friends by this time, even tho we have 
never met. 

And, now, I am going to ask >ou to write to me again to tell me 
just exactly why you haven’t resumed your courses this year. You 
can be frank with me, I shall understand, no matter what you say. 
I understand you — I have learned to do so thru the fine papers you 
sent in last year and the year before. So be perfectly frank-Lby 
return post — and be assured of a sympathetic reader. 

You know that you ought not to drop the work now, don't you? 
You're right in the middle of things, with an excellent record on 
our books and with great promise as a student. Ther? must be a 
reason for your dropping the work— -and a good one. But I want 
to know what it is — I feel that I have a right to know it. And I’m 
positive I can help. 
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Just as a single talk is by no means always sufficient to complete 
a sale, so a single letter, no matter how well written, must very 
often fall short of sales achievement. Sales letters are therefore 
usually serialized, as certain other types of letters are, especially 
when it is desirable to conduct sales campaigns to develop a new 
field, to introduce a new or an improved commodity, to offer 
special inducements, or to stimulate and increase custom, and so 
forth. How many letters shall constitute a series in such a pro- 
cedure depends upon too many factors — personal, industrial, com- 
mercial, utilitarian, general conditions — to admit of any dogmatic 
prescription. Sometimes three or four follow-ups to the first letter 
— perhaps only one or two — ^will be sufficient; sometimes a sales 
campaign will prepare as many as eighteen or twenty„ The plan 
itself must be kept fluid and flexible, as must also the individual 
units in it. In some relationships — as in letters to dealers, for 
instance — the series may be made never-ending or continuous for 
the sake of keeping business interest perpetually spurred and 
stimulated. 

Not only does the serialization of sales letters carry with it the 
virtue of frequent periodic sales contacts, but it makes possible 
also the point-by-point treatment of subject-matter. One point 
at a time may be taken up in successive letters. Such monopoint 
copy has the advantage, likewise, of building intensively and 
cumulatively thru a series of comparatively short letters, requiring 
the prospect to weigh one talking issue at a time. Multipoint 
copy — copy in which two or more points are treated in a single 
unit of sales composition — may be used to advantage in those 
cases where commodities require but simple presentation and where 
prospects are known to be easy or generous buyers. In most if not 
all other cases multipoint copy is likely to confuse prospect im- 
pression and thus delay prospect decision, unless it is most adroitly 
and masterfully composed. It is on record that sales made as 
result of monopoint appeals evoke fewer claims than those made 
as result of multipoint appeals. 

The units in a follow-up series should be thoroly planned in ad- 
vance, so that the whole group of letters may be seen as a whole 
from the beginning thru to the end. Only by such planning is it 
possible for one unit to lead from and into another, for needless 
repetitions to be avoided, and for new points of view to be re- 
freshingly attacked. At the same time each follow-up should be 
written as if it were the first, last, and only appeal in the series, 
with a variety and a vitality of contact that make of it a com- 
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pelling message. Unity, coherence, emphasis should in no way be 
impaired in the individual letter by the writer's consciousness that 
it is but a part of the whole series. 

Mere pressure and importunity and plying for immediate action 
should have little if any place in sales follow-ups. Any note of 
reproof or censure for inaction is likewise fatal to sales. Rather, 
new facts, new phases, new experiences new steps in logic, new 
pictures of prospect and commodity iii relation — these are the 
elements in sales follow-up strategy that arc usually found most 
effective. Such expressions as ''Well, why haven’t we heard from 
you?" and "Why in the world you’re passing up this opportunity 
of tlie ages, we cannot understand!" are not only tactless and 
presumptuous, but they convey the further objectionable quality 
of scolding. 

As above indicated, the three general fields of knowledge in which 
the alert sales manager must instruct and inspire his corps of letter 
writers are the merchandise (or the service or idea), the cus- 
tomer, and the sales operations connecting the two. As to the 
first of these, there is always a major selling issue to be siupported 
by minor issues; as to the second, there is always a major class 
or jiersonal psychology to be linked with minor individual ten- 
dencies; as to the third, there is always the general man-to-man 
approach to be made definite and specific thru, the close-up rela- 
tionship of commodity to personal needs and tastes. In addition, 
the sales manager will do everything possible to develop in his 
writers that important but elusive and abstract quality known 
as background, and he will stimulate performance among them 
by means of concrete rewards, promotions, and company appre- 
ciation in high places. 

These ten pairs of major selling points are said to be the most 
prolific of sales, used by sales letter writers in connection with 
automobiles, building materials, clothing, drugs (including toilet 
articles and preparations), finance, food, furniture, radio, travel, 
utensilry (household): 

beauty and style 
cleanliness and purity 
comfort and convenience 
exclusiveness and distinction 
reputation and popularity 
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safety and security 
tastiness and wholesomeness 
thrift and economy 
wearability and endurance 
workability and serviceability 

Knowledge of the product or commodity or merchandise or 
service or idea to be sold is, in and of itself, a stupendous re- 
quirement. if such knowledge is to be, as it ought to be, both 
theoretical and practical. Mere scattered information will not 
do. From the production of raw materials, thru manufacturing 
processes, to the customer’s own hand, is in the case of many 
products a long and difficult and hazardous journey. From the 
original conception of an idea or a service, thru its development 
and modification, to its appropriate and useful adoption by 
man, is likewise a long and laborious passage. The courses of 
production, manufacture, distribution, consumption, ramified as 
each one is, must nevertheless be run by him who would write 
the best sales letters. They are the four grand divisions of the 
marketing process, from needle and nutmeg to ocean liner and 
skyscraper. Perhaps no salesman can know all that there is to 
be know'n about his special commodity, however small or insig- 
nificant it may seem to be, especially in this day when specialists 
are ever alert to unearth ‘ more and more about less and less." 
But he is under heavy obligation to make an effort to do so for 
moral as well as for business reasons. 

Knowledge of the customer or prospect implies at least equally 
formidable challenge. 1'he letter goes to an individual, and the 
individual must therefore be know^- as such. But he must also 
be known as a composite, as a men be r of some group c»r groups, 
as male or female of a certain age and occupation ■ and nation- 
ality, and thru other classifications. And while a good deal of 
such pigeon-holing must necessarily be approximate, it must 
nevertheless be used for what it is worth to the sales letter writer 
in personalizing his appeals, so that he will not write to merely 
abstract or theoretical beings or robots. 

There are certain specific instincts and feelings upon which sales 
appeals may well be based in connection with given commodities 
and services and ideas. Insurance of all kinds, safety devices, 
burglar alarms, banks, for instance, may be sold thru appeals to 
the instinct of fear; correspondence courses, civic improvements, 
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contests and competitions — anything that has to do with self- 
improvement, ambition, ultimate success and achievement — ^thru 
appeals to the fighting instinct; foods of all kinds thru appeals to 
the feeding instinct; charitable institutions, hospitals, sailors' 
funds, and the like, thru appeals to sympathy; slippers, house 
robes, comfortable chairs, beds, cushions, thru appeals to love of 
ease and luxury; soap, preserved foods, vacuum cleaners, moth 
killers, thru appeals to the sense of cleanliness; sports, recreational 
opportunities, journeys, hotels, thru appeals to the play sense. 


Sometimes a chart such as the following is helpful in focusing 
copy. The item in parenthesis after each is, of course, only one 
of many in the same category usually associated with the cor- 
responding quality or instinct. 


the animal in man 
fear (tire chains) 
fight (fire arms) 
food (cereals) 


the human in man 
acquisitiveness (bonds) 
comfort (bed lamps) 
curiosity (novelties) 


the social in man 
imitation (ornaments) 
play (bathing suits) 
pride (automobiles) 


the god in man 
cleanliness (brushes) 
devotion (gifts) 
sympathy (charity) 


Such groupings may be greatly extended. The police of a large 
city, making a raid on a gang.sters' stronghold, unearthed classi- 
fied customer lists, of drinkers and gamblers and drug addicts in 
the community, a group that might perhaps in this connection 
be appropriately headed the devil in man. 


This appeal to the fear instinct is calculated to provoke serious 
thought on the part of the prospect: ^ 

As you will see by the card, we have set aside for you one of our 
useful little memorandum books — gilt-edged, leather-bound, and very 
attractive. 

Wc take this means of getting before you our new Income-for-Life 
Plan. 

Some day you hope to retire from active work. But when? And 
HOW? Have you a plan? Or is it only a hope? 

Retirement is a comforting thought or it is a nightmare, depending 
upon what we make of our working years. Which will it he for you? 
Most men are confident of accumulating a snug sum before they 

^This fetter and the following are taken from Tht Literature of Letters by the same 
author. 
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grow old. But, strangely enough, few men at sixty have anything 
to show for their life's work. Their saving is all done “tomorrow.” 

Our Income-for-Life Plan will assure you absolute independence. 
Through scientific cooperation it docs for you that which you could 
not do for yourself. 

You’ll find it intensely interesting. Just Pill the Fnclosed Card. 
No obligation. 


This appeal to the jear instinct is logical and convincing: 

Dread 9f the rainy day has been known to bring on paralysis and 
heart disease. Pear of evil days to come has been known to super- 
induce nervous breakdown and even death. Panicky and palpitating 
temperaments have been thrown entirely out of balance by the tragic 
contemplation of “over the hill.” 

And it is all so unnecessary! Our new savings-insurance policy takes 
all the terror and all the horror out of the latter half of life. What’s 
more to the point, it takes all the risk out of the evil and ruinous 
days that are “always to come.” 

Just fill in the enclosed stamped return card, and you will receive, 
without the slightest obligation of any kind, definite information as 
to just how, through a little reasonable saving as the days go by, 
you may set your mind and heart at rest about future dangers that 
the gods may seem to be holding awesomely before you. 

There is never any such thing as being down and out — never, that 
is, where this savings-insurance policy is permitted to do its work. 
There is never anything but being up and in hereafter for you, if 
you avail yourself of the generous terms of this antidote to latter- 
day dangers. 

Pianissimo the poverty panic, and be an up-and-inner, not a down- 
and-outer. 

The fight instinct, especially at election time, can usually he 
depended upon to reveal itself if it is properly appealed to: 

Are you an intelligent voter, or just an automatic one? Has your 
mental and character right to vote ever been challenged at the polls? 
Has any one ever yet dared to call you a ballot-box slacker? Is 
your political citizenship characterized by grit and stamina, or are 
you apathetic and cowardly in matters that pertain to good govern- 
ment? 

Oh, don’t trouble, please! We know the answers to all these ques- 
tions, for we've taken the trouble to look you up. We know how 
you voted last time. We can prophesy how you will vote this time. 
We know that you’ll feel compelled bright and early next Tuesday 
morning to go to the polls and cast a vote that tokens genuine fore- 
thought and concern about gond government. 
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That is to say, we are positively sure that your preelection reading 
and listening and thinking will obligate you to vote constructively 
for those men and women on the ticket who stand for the very best 
things by way of good government — fair taxation adjustments, good 
schools, efficient police, unequivocal Americanism, and all the rest. 

And this means that you will be obligated to vote destructively — to 
vote out of office all those pretenders to statesmanship and community 
spirit who have brought us to such sorry pass in these political 
fundamentals. 

This is not a parlizan letter. If it were, we should say very different 
things indeed. 

It is a 'f^ood citizenship letter — a fortissimo letter. 

Think, Man, Think! and Then— Vote!! 

The food instinct is here linked with human-interest clearly and 
rationally, without sentiment: 

The milk and cream of the Baby-Brand Conservatories have time 
and time again stood the hundred-per-cent qualification test of the 
Rockefeller Institute. 

This means that the Bab> -Brand Conservatory Products possess the 
highest possible caloric and vitamin food values for the menThers of 
your family, and especially for the kiddies. 

And this is all true because Baby-Brand milk and cream come from 
cows that are not only contented but happv and even enthusiastic 
about their work, fhey are fed on siloed clover and corn the year 
round. In summer- they browse in meadows knee-deep in rich weed- 
less grass, and drink at the brink of pearly gurgling mountain streams. 
In winter they are groomed mornings and evenings in w'hile-liled 
sanitary stalls, and are served by while-suited, white-gloved attendants. 

Prom the time our milk comes from the cow until it is delivered 
at your door, its temperature, as it passes through the various proc- 
esses of cooling, setting, creaming, skimming, pasteurization, ami so 
forth, is carefully guarded. You arc aware, of course, that milk that 
is permitted at any step of its proccssina to remain too warm or 
too cool for any length of time, loses its life and becomes flat and 
stale to the taste. I'cmperature is not a whit less important to milk 
than it is to wine. Pvery department in our establishment is like- 
wise standardized in the matter of cleanliness. Prom vat rooms to 
bottling closets all our employees are uniformed from top to toe 
in purest and cleanest w'hite. Where the food of babes is concerned, 
surely cleanliness is godliness. 

The satisfying flavor: the creamy texture; the foody substance; the 
fresh, life-giving quality; the rich, tasty frothincss; the savory, sac- 
charine smack of summer greenery; the mellow, wholesome, appetizing 
body tone— ot the Baby-Brand Conservatory Products — all derive 
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from the breeding and the treatment of the cows as well as from 
the handling of their milk, once they have given it over. 

Some poet or other has called our output 

The nectar of the milkmaids — 

The ambrosia of the dairy. 

Perhaps he was overenthusiastic. But we should like to know what 
YOU think. 

The sales operations calculated to establish mutually profitable 
relationship between product and prospect — to make the one a 
custom and the other a customer — have been variously defined 
and explained. As in practically all other human relations, the 
element of personality is the one most decisive influence. Rule 
and regulation may be thrown to the winds when a salesman has 
“a certain way with him.'’ But he is acknowledgedly in the 
minority. The ranks of salesmanship, like those of other pur- 
suits in which the demand for genius and personality is greater 
than the supply, must contain many — a majority always — ^who 
need to follow the rules of the game, who can deviate from those 
rules only with considerable risk. 

It is pretty generally agreed that, in order to impress any one and 
make him act as you wish him to, it is necessary, first, to catch 
his attention, then to develop this into interest or desire, then to 
build interest into belief or conviction, then to get him to resolve 
to do something, and then to induce him to act. Interest is atten- 
tion grown up; belief is interest crystallized; resolution is belief 
in action. 

I'hese steps are sometimes set down as the developmental steps in 
sales talking and writing. They are by no means always usable 
in quite such cut-and-dried fashion as the following formula would 
seem to indicate. But thev are good to know and to think about, 
especially if you ha\e to treat with business men and with things 
for sale. After all, the person who can write strong, dignified, 
persuasive sales letters — letters that talk strongly, dignifiedly, and 
persuasively — is a good salesman, whether or not he bothers about 
patterned procedures. It is the “perfect bedside manner" that 
counts for most, the ability to leave the prospect with the feeling 
that he is a pretty good fellow able to take care of himself and 
to spend his money wisely. Too often he is made to feel that he 
is rather a poor sort without much education and without quali- 
fication to express worthy opinions or to make wise decisions. 
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Attract Attention 

by arousing curiosity 
by appealing to and featuring you 
by catch-word, phrase, or sentence 
by hint of news, trade or general 
by line, color, diagram, arrangement 

by avoiding all intimation of command, superiority, self-reference, 
excessive advertising tone 

Develop Interest 

by appealing to fundamental emotions dnd sentiments 

by referring to conditions and happenings of general interest 

by playing up certain types and classes of people 

by local and special human-interest appeals 

by stimulating an interrogative attitude in the prospect 

by featuring some unique or novel detail about the commodity 

Establish Belief 

by complete knowledge of commodity 
by ability to tell all about commodity 

by connecting commodity with needs and desires of the prospect 
by description, exposition, argument, and good stories 
by illustration of all kinds 

by stressing superior points with superior argument 
by concretizing the sales situation 
by enclosures, such as charts, samples, catalogs 

Instigate Resolution 

by showing that nothing is too much trouble 
by evincing no impatience or irritability 
by failure to recognize any antagonism on part of prospect 
by ready recognition of merits of competing commodity 
by respectful attention to and interest in anything prospect may 
say 

by honest, strictly-as-represented inducement, such as guaranties, 
coupons, stamps, “last chance,*’ “closing out,” “money re- 
funded if not satisfied,” “special offer” 

Induce Action 

by unfailing optimism as to making sale 
by autosuggestion thruout the sale 
by summing up the principal selling points 

by being ready with order blank and other sales-closing machinery 
by requesting verification of name and address and other shipping 
data 

by telling good wind-up story 


Follow-up 

by following up purchase and purchaser 
by frequent inquiry as to how the purchase has pleased 
by evincing readiness to adjust anything that is not satisfactory 
by missing no opportunity to call attention, in a postscript per- 
haps, to new stock, improvement on old lines, changed policy, 
and other opportunities for further dealings 
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There is a necessary caution, namely ; Take cum grano a good 
deal that is spoken and written about the “higher salesmanship." 
Much fun is poked at the poetics and psychologies and efficiencies 
that are brought to bear upon the science and the art of sales- 
manship. The high-powered specialist on form letters is distinctly 
persona non grata in many quarters because he has at times 
stressed pyrotechnics of style at the expense of accuracy in de- 
scription of goods and quotation of prices. The hair-trigger intui- 
tions and steel-trap decisions that characterize much so-called 
efficiency psychology today are exaggerations, if not aberrations, 
and common sense is openly in revolt against them. The sales- 
man may go in for psycho-analytics and subtilities of personality 
interpretation, if he cares to, and thus try to make a superman of 
himself. The probabilities are, however, that he will do better 
just to work like a Trojan to sell things to folks according to the 
more or less old-fashioned man-lo-man methods. 

It is frequently said that sales letters should be psychologically 
timed as to mailing, that they should be mailed so that they will 
not be received on Monday mornings, for instance, or on mornings 
following special holidays, or at such other times as will find 
prospects preoccupied or otherwise non-receptive. This advice is 
good. Sales appeals naturally have a belter chance with the 
prospect who is working under normal conditions than with the 
one who is rushed or harried or unoriented. But the generalization 
must not be too strongly pressed. “Washday morning" may be 
an excellent time for the busy housewife to receive a letter about 
electric washers, and the day following Thanksgiving or Christ- 
mas has long since been famous for the sale of sedatives. 

rhis is calculated to catch and hold attention: 

Have you seen the New Burton Twehe? 

We cannot send you a sample by mail, unfortunately. But if we 
could you'd be so delighted with it that you’d pay cash to keep it, 
and ignore our unusual payment plan. 

More anon. But will you please keep the enclosed photograph, and 
read two or three times the note on the back of it about trading in 
your old car for a New Burton Twelvj^. 

This car and this opportunity were made for YOU. 

The prospect* s interest is invited here: 

Here’s another photograph— somebody’s wife and kiddies who are 
enjoying the country of a Sunday afternoon in a New Burton Twelve. 



416 TAKE A LETTER, PLEASE! 

Did you read about its appearance at the automobile show last week, 
and about the sensation it made? There were feature stories in all 
the papers about the shiftless and startcrless car-miracle. 

But unique as these things are, they are nevertheless nothing more 
than details in comparison with the tout ensemble — the body grace 
and poise, the artistic Greek proportions, the nose height and im- 
pressiveness from the front, and all the rest of it. 

Really, they would appeal to your wife and kiddies, w'ouldn't they? 

This makes assurance doubly sure: 

It's a great business car. It's a great pleasure car. It can be run 
by any member of the family — from the sixlcen-vcar-old to the 
octogenarian grandma. As a matter of fact it runs itself. 

There is no gcarshifting to bother and confuse. There is no starter — 
the accelerator starts and runs and regulates, 'I'he hydraulic brakes 
make safety a foregone conclusion. .\nd the general comfort and 
adaptability and convenience of the inside of the New' Burton 'Iwelvc 
are the ultimate tliction in body novelty and elaborateness. 

Here's a diagram that may help to justify our enthusiasm and con- 
firm our faith in this newest of motor Vehicles \Vc h()t)e it will 
make the workings of this marvelous car clear and simple to you. 
Note that the machine is really cut straight thru lengthwise and 
crosswise, so that you can see everv possible bit of machinery at 
work or ready for work. Follow the arrows from the wheel, from 
the accelerator, and from the brakes and \ou will see exactly w'hat 
happens when you press any one of them 

Whoever said that the simplest things are the most beautiful (or 
was it the other way around must ha\e been thinking of the New' 
Burton 'bwelve — in advance. 

Let it now he resolved that a new car is sold! 

Vour old car may be traded in at an unbelievable ailow'ance. Your 
New Burton 'rwel\e ma> be “taken away w'ith >011” on an unbeliev- 
able arrangenient. Indeed, tins whole business of introducing the 
New EJurton into the family circle is incredibly easy and salisfactory 
— and delightful. 

Just drive up to our place Ujmorrow — any time. Bring the tamily 
along. Take all \our ttigs out and r<jme right in and settle > our- 
selves and everything in one of the New' Burtons standing on the 
sales floor. Anti then — glide out and in and thru and among — and 
the car !s yours lor keeps. rhere'll be no mention of money or 
anything, if you will just fill out and sign the enclosed question- 
naire — a perfectly harmless permit-sheet authorizing you to drive 
this car for one day just to test it and get the feel of it. 

Note the service clause espcciallv, and also the substitute privileges 
at the end of your first year with Burton. Please check up on your 
first day to see that everything that is claimed for this marvelous 
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new car is true. Test it everywhere — up hill and down dale, thru 
traffic tangles and out on the straight and level — and then come in 
and tell us what you think of its performance. 

Then, if you want to, you may leave Burton with us and take your 
old car back! But you “won't wanna." . . . 

Delay is but the darkness before the dawn of sale: 

You found everything strictly as represented, did you not? 

You liked the automatic shifting and the accelerator starter and the 
hydraulic brakes, did you not? 

And you must admit that the riding \alucs of the car surpass any- 
thing you have ever known in automobile history— what? 

So now, here’s the closing “machinery” for the deal— your old car 
plus so much (very little really) — and the New Burton Twelve left 
at your door with its multitudinous equipment and blessing. 

By the way, don’t decide for yourself. Ask Madam And whatever 
she says we'll accept as law! 

The blue is the service guaranty; the white is the transference of 
insuiance; and the pink is the graduated bill jii‘t awaiting our Thank 
You. 

The service follow-up must be vigilant and sincere: 

Why haven’t we heard from you? 

You have been Buttoning, now, for exactly four weeks. You must 
have run four hundred miles and you should let us look the machine 
over carefully. 

No news is gooil news, we are sure. Yet, there are doubtless adjust- 
ments to be made, and it's just like a Burton never to let you know 
— never to cause a bit of trouble. 

Bring the car in as soon as possible and avail yourself of our expert 
servicing free of any charges whatever — according to contract. 

Sales letters did much some years ago to bring business expression 
into disrepute. Their tone was often so flippant or '‘smart-alec” 
and their form so loose or irresponsible that the term commercial 
English was scorned in many quarters. But persistent campaign- 
ing for better business letters and for better business writing and 
speaking in all fields has changed this. Today the best business 
houses turn out much writing that is even better than that to 
be found in many of the novels, biographies, poems, and books 
of general literature heralded in advertisements and reviewing 
columns. 
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This letter attempts to revive a service. The marginal notes mark 
the steps in its organisation: 


Basic 

Data 


Your 

Reasons 


Our 

Service 

Attitude 


( It has just been brought to our attention that you 
{ have recently closed your account with this bank. 

'Have we made any mistake in handling your business, 
or failed in any way to render you the best possible 
J service? 

] Please use the enclosed stuped, addressed envelope, 
won't you, to tell us just why you felt obliged to 
^ withdraw? 

'We feel a strong personal interest in every one of 
our customers as well as in every one who has ever 
been one of our customers. A renewal of your ac- 
, count will be more than welcome at any time, and 
we sincerely hope that in your case that renewal 
will be made in the very near future. If we can do 
anything to hasten it, please say what in your reply 
.to this letter. 


Good will is not only maintained hut expanded by such a message 
as this: 

This letter has nothing to do with any financial transaction between 
you and us. It is an acknowledgment of a happy relationship that 
has existed and is accompanied with the hope that this relationship 
has been as pleasant to you as to us. 

Everywhere about us we see signs of distrust and hear notes of dis- 
cord. Our relations, however, have been more closely cemented this 
year. Perhaps it is because you and we have kept something of the 
Christmas spirit in our attitude toward each other thruout the year. 
Perhaps if more of this spirit were shown in meeting the large prob- 
lems of the day, those problems would begin to disappear. 

We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

This is a strong human-interest appeal that few women would 
wish to resist even if they could: 

When you are shopping in hardly a day passes that you do 

not wish for some place to leave your bundles — some convenient corner 
that you can look upon as your personal headquarters. 

You do not like the nervous haste of the interurban waiting-room 
or the lobby of a hotel. It is too hard there to find your friends or 
for them to find you in the crowds. 

Your personal preference points to a central location where you can 
meet your friends or rest quietly and comfortably for a few minutes 
at odd times during the day. 
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We considered these things very carefully when we planned the 
arrangements of this new store. We want to make it convenient 
and “homey'* for every woman who chooses to enter the store. It 
is but one of the many helpful services that we hope to make pleas- 
ing to every woman who shops in . 

Many avail themselves of the conveniences of our rest room every 
day. They find the congenial surroundings restful, the refined atmos- 
phere pleasant. Please accept this as an invitation to make our store 
your home when you are in . 

The central location of The Ossry and Company Store makes it easy 
to find. [Here add distance and direction from interurban station; 
distance and direction from nearest well-known building or public 
point.] 

You will receive a cordial welcome here. The helpful service and 
convenience will be our welcome to you. If you choose to look at 
merchandise in any department, you will receive courteous attention 
and considerate suggestions by salespeople who are thoroly acquainted 
with the goods they handle. 

This is sound reason~why appeal addressed to the *'woman of the 
house** : 

In New York City last year over two and a half million electric 
light, gas, and merchandising bills were paid by means of checks. 

This resulted in an incalculable saving of time and trouble for the 
women who pay the regular monthly bills. 

We fancy that Chicago women, too, would find this method of pay- 
ment safe, economical, and convenient. And so we are opening sev- 
eral neighborhood agencies, the one nearest to you being at . 

This particular agency is open now, and if you care to make use of 
it, just stop in some day and ask for our Mr. Ogden. 

The charge for this service is only one half of one per cent on every 
one hundred dollars’ worth of checks used. Almost trivial, isn't it? 

The bank sends out this promotional copy to a selected hst and 
gets the deserved profitable returns: 

We are extending an invitation to repiesen^tive merchants and manu- 
facturers Ihruout the United States to avail themselves of the numer- 
ous facilities we offer. Our reason for doing this is that we want 
to cooperate with them in increasing their present business, and to 
assist them in developing new business at home as well as abroad. 

In this connection we have considered the value of our service with 
reference to your particular business, and we believe that a relation- 
ship between and our institution will be mutually 

advantageous. Please bear in mind that this suggestion is not made 
with the idea of disturbing your present banking connections in 
but rather to supplement them for the purpose stated above. 
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We feel that our facilities are such that you will find more than 
satisfaction in any connection you may wish to form with us. We 
shall consider it a privilege to serve you. 


The wholesaler writes a strong 
cooperative appeal to the 
dealer: 

Forty per cent of the motorists in 
this country ride on Tampter Tires. 
Many of these wise people live 
right in your own town. That 
dealer who is prepareil to service 
them is on the way lo fame and 
fortune. 

You run a service station, '^’ou sell 
tires. And you have written lo 
ask intelligent and promising ques- 
tions about Tampters. We think 
your inquiry is important enough 
to justify our sending one of our 
men up to see you. Me will be 
there on Thursday of this week. If 
this is not convenient for >ou, 
olcase wire us collect and we shall 
Ljy to make a dale that is more 
convenient for you, 

Incidentally he will bring with him 
a baLch .of letters from your com- 
munity, all of them '.ig ques- 
tions about these new tiitb and all 
of them revealing between the lines 
an interest that can soon be kin- 
dled into enthusiasm by your ex- 
pert salesman.ship. 

We enclose a telerraph blank prop- 
erly executed for yau use in case 
you have to postpone our ageni ^ 
visit. But we are hoping iluV vou 
won't have to ask for a postpone- 
ment. 


A change of policy is skilfully 
used for the enforcement of a 
genial sales talk: 

We have, counted you as a good 
friend and valued customer of our 
store during the many years that 
W'e sold exclusively for cash and 
during the few years when we car- 
ried a limited number of charge 
accc>unts. 

During the past few months, we 
have experienced a growing demand 
for cash savings instead of credit 
privileges, and we are therefore re- 
luming to an all-cash policy on 
May 2S of this year. 

It is our plan to conduct a series 
of private .sales which will be lim- 
ited by invitation to those like 
yourself, have previously been ac- 
corded charge -account privileges. 
With vour permission we shall 
notify vou of these events as they 
lake place. 

We are hoping, of course, that this 
policy will be approved by you, 
and that you will find the added 
savings lo be a welcome subsiitute 
for your formei charge-account 
privilege. 

We write to you personally because, 
while this change of policy alTocfS 
but a small number of our patrons, 
it happens to affect those whom we 
regard as our mos'. valued cus- 
tomers. 


Number three of the following problem is solved just below. You 
should fry numbers one and two yourself. 

The new Janus Fountain Pen is so constructed that it may be used 
for red ink and for black. The cylindrical ink holder is partitioned. 
By pressing a small button in the top, the side containing black ink 
begins to flow and the black pen is pressed down into place. Auto- 
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matically the red flow is closed, and the red pen pulled up within the 
frame. 1'here is a gage to adjust the flow in case red and black are 
needed in rapid alternation. And in this event both pens may be left 
down at the same level. Inasmuch as the pens are round, they operate 
as well on the one side as on the other. (1) Write a letter to sta- 
tioners, selling this new idea in fountain-pen maifufacture, and urging 
them to include it in their fall orders. (2) Write a letter to be sent 
to district sales managers, explaining to them that you have sent a 
letter to dealers, and telling them to follow up. (3) Write a letter to 
be sent to the homes of school children, selling the new pen to them. 
Assume that school is about to open for the fall term. 

And the first pin-money of the school year is spent in the twinkling 

of an eye! 

You will be interested, we think, in the new Janus Fountain Pen, 
especially at this time of year when you are taking up your studies 
again. 

The filling cylinder of this pen is partitioned so that one side may 
carry black ink, let us say, and the other side red ink. Instantaneous 
alternation of flow may be made by means of a press-button at the 
top of the pen which not only releases the ink on one side or the 
other but also at the same time lowers the pen required for use at 
paper level and lifts the one not required. These pens, by the way, 
are round like the leads in a pencil, and are usable from any side 
and from any angle. 

All Janus pens are made up in hexagonal form to prevent rolling, 
and in a number of colors and artistic designs. Prices range from 
two dollars all the way up to fifty dollars. Instalment arrangements 
may be made with your cooperative shop. .And you may even trade 
in your old pens at a substantial allowance, as we are able to re- 
process them and thus convert them into the double-flow Janus style. 

You will sec at onct the advantage of this new school utensil. You 
do not have to carry two pens, ^'ou do not have to switch from 
one pen to another clumsily when you wish to write two-color copy 
as you increasingly do. In your own private account book — and all 
students are keeping such books in diese difficult days — you may 
automatically differentiate credits and debits by color and .see at a 
glance where and how you stand! Incidentally, Janus sales to finan- 
cial institutions have been phenomenal, and for obvious reasons. 

Most of our prospects, indeed, become customers once they have been 
privilegeil to write a single sentence with Janus. The enclosed folder, 
with addressed stamped envelope attached, tells \'ou how you may 
secure one of these pens on trial wdth subsequent easy payments. 
This verv letter, by the w'ay, is a pholostal of a letter that was 
written with a Janus straightaway in live minutes with all the red 
trimmings. 

This problem calls for unusual treatment. It suggests a new idea 
in cigaret merchandising. 

There may be room for another cigaret on the market. We shall say 
so, at any rate. It is a blend of Old World and xNew World tobacco. 
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Not only is it "smooth*’ and "satisfying" and "oriental" and "Virginia," 
all in one, but it is also a "savory smoke." It is made in a variety 
of sizes, and with straw, cork, plain, gold, and Russian tips. There is, 
in addition, a special rose-leaf tip made up in special boxes for clubs, 
colleges, and certain hotels. As this rose-leaf tip is perishable in about 
twenty-four hours, only such quantity is prepared for daily consump- 
tion as advance orders justify. Let us assume that you are trying to 
get haberdashers to take up this new cigaret as a side line. Write a 
strong introductory letter to the highest-class haberdashers in a city, 
setting forth the special features of the ne^^ cigaret, offering to furnish 
an especially attractive display case for intrcKiuctory purposes, and 
making especially liberal terms. The old spelling — cigarette — probably 
would be desirable in such a letter. 

The solution sells both a new policy and a new commodity: 

If a druggist may sell everything from fly-swatters to libraries, there 
would appear to be no logical reason why a haberdasher may not 
sell cigarettes — especially smart, unique, exclusive cigarettes. 

You will be interested, we think — ajid hope — in this idea. Certainly 
cigarettes are today w’ell-nigh a component part of the costuming of 
the well-dressed man and woman. Shirts and blouses, pajamas and 
suitings, top coats and lounge coals are always provided with ciga- 
rette pockets. It would seem the natural thing, therefore, for the 
high-class haberdasher to make the innovation of a subsidiary offer- 
ing to his customers by way of a distinctive cigarette with accessories. 

Science has achieved a tasty, foody blend of Turkish and Virginia 
tobaccos that is likely to appetize the smoking world to the point of 
prejudice. We are privileged to be the sole distributors of this new 
TURKVIR brand, and are extremely eager to develop the new 
haberdashery liekl of cigarette retailing because it seems to us to be 
a logical— if not the most logical — source of supply to the individual 
customer. 

TURKVIRS are made up in all seasonal and fabric lints and shades, 
and with every sort of tip. In particular there is a new experimental 
rose-leaf tip which perishes, it is true, in twenty-four hours, but which 
during the twenty-four hours js rapidly becoming the cigarette of 
the elite to whom you preeminently cater. In keeping, there are, 
of course, packaging in a variety of modernistic tones and display 
stands and cabinets to harmonize with salesroom furnishings. But 
more of these later. 

As you well know, a cigarette is frequently the agent par excellence 
of sales induction. It very often puts a customer at ease, relieves 
of hurry and reticence, and establishes natural and congenial relation- 
ship at once. Moreover, our grandmothers used to say, didn’t they? 
that tobacco smoke is sanitary — keeps moths away and eats dust. 
Certain of our brands, however, are slightly scented for those of 
your customers who prefer delicate aromas to naturelle. 

You have been selected by us as the sole dealer in your community 
for this new cigarette and for this new departure in tobacco mer- 
chandising. You are our choice because our investigators have found 
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that you represent top-notch quality in goods, in custom, and in 
policy. It is our sincere hope that you will iall in with the idea, 
and permit us to send our representative to see you regarding instal- 
lation and terms. We enclose a sample package containing various 
styles of TURKVIRS, together with a stamped addressed envelope 
which we hope you will be prompted to use after you have taken 
your first puff. 

The following appeal was made by a baker to all business men in 
his neighborhood who passed his shop to and from work. It was 
printed on paper bags about the si^e of the regular letterhead. 
It was dated and personally signed.^ 

■‘What's in the bag?" 

Can you picture the delight of the ones at home when you enter 
the house with an unexpected bag full of "something"? 

It means more than you think — to you as well as to them. 

Why not occasionally take home a bag full of our fancy cookies or 
sugar buns to surprise the home folks with? 

You’ll find it a good stunt. 

Our little bakery is only a few steps from your office. Drop in to- 
night and get a dozen or half a dozen of something nice. You won't 
be set back financially enough to figure on. 

Nice fresh baked pastry will be in the window and on the counters 
for your selection tonight and every night hereafter. 

Come on. 

The following letter by Charles A. Shaw won the first pri^e in the 
contest conducted by the magazine, Correct English: ® 

Counter freezers may seem alike to those not familiar with the various 
makes, but once see a Taylor operate — once talk with the man who 
owns one — and you'll ask yourself these questions: 

Why buy a freezer not time-tested for performance and life? 

Why buy a freezer with longer freezing time — that makes less 
ice-cream an hour? 

Why buy a freezer that costs more to operate and maintain? 

In short, you will consider nothing but Taylor— the only time-proved 
freezer, the only freezer that has been on the market long enough to 
have proved long life. Taylor freezes faster— makes more ice-cream 
an hour. Taylor is the most efficient and economical freezer. Taylor 
costs less to operate and maintain. 

•From "A Full-Baked Idea" by Clarence T. Hubbard, in The Mailbag. Used by per- 
mission. 

• Used by permission of the editor. Josephine Tiirck B.’xker. 
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These facts are proved by the enclosed folder. After months of 
comparison the United States Government selected Taylor because 
its engineers found that Taylor is the most efficient and economical 
freezer — that Taylor’s low operating and maintenance cost makes 
Taylor the lowest-priced freezer. 

Don’t be misled by low initial costs. Taylor’s economical operation 
and low-cost upkeep soon compensate for slightly higher initial cost. 
Invest a little more now — save a great deal later. 

Owners of prwate homes in the country, managers of country 
clubs, and all others interested in seeing a do^en blades of grass 
grow where only a straggling one stands now, were successfully 
appealed to and reasoned with by this letter: 

Your lawn was caught in a tight place this summer. It couldn’t 
run away from the heat. While mortals were hunting the shade, 
going to swimming pools and beaches, sitting in basements or in 
air-cooled theaters, your grass had to stay right out there and take it! 

The chances are that some grass which looked very sickly during the 
mitlst of the drouth will recover. Some will need to be replaced. 
Bare spots should not be overlooked, for if grass is not put there, 
weeds will soon take possession. 

Lawn Care sets forth the advantages of fall seeding. Perhap5Wto old 
friends we should apologize for repeating this advice every year. 
Our reason is that it takes a lot of repetition to break down old 
traditions. Spring is still the customary time to sow even though 
Mother Nature has been doing her seeding in the fall since The begin- 
ning of lime. 

Drouth and extreme heat cut severely into the seed production of 
many turf grasses this year. .Anticipating thi.s, we protected our- 
selves dgainst price advances which have lately occurred. We feel 
particularly pleased in not having to raise our prices. Cheap seed 
will be a greater risk than ever. A “dash" of permanent grasses will 
be lost in a maze of chaff and outlaw varieties. 

Here is the August Law7i Care, No. 41 in the series, and the familiar 
price list with a reply envelope. We'll welcome the opportunity to 
serve you again. Better send your order along now so you'll be 
ready for September seeding. 

These two letters to users carry cumulative sales exposition to the 
individual and his plant personnel: ® 

1 

Perhaps you haven’t heard about them — and you won’t find their 
names on your payroll. But a large number of men have been work- 
ing for you during the past few years. 

^ Used by permission of O. M. Scott and Sons, Marysville, Ohio. 

* Used by permission of Westinghouse Electric Supply Company. 
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They've been working to help you improve the efficiency of your 
motorized factory equipment ... to cut down maintenance costs . . . 
to remove safety hazards. And the result of their work can save 
you a great deal of money if yoi will take advantage of it. 

Briefly, these men are Westinghouse engineers who have developed 
an entirely new and revolutionary line of motor starling apparatus. 
This is something you are doubtless always interested in. but right 
now is the opportune moment to become especially interested, because 
the new Westinghouse Linestarters contain a feature never before 
applied to this type of equipment — the Westinghouse “De-ion" Arc 
Quencher. 

This exclusive feature brings you motor starting apparatus of greater 
SAFETY . . . improved rei.iabiliiy . . . more compact and accessible 
design — apparatus that will outlast your most optimistic predictions, 
because it instantly quenches the arcs which cons^^antly shorten the 
life of ordinary motor starters. 

We could tell you more about this latest WVstinghouse development, 
and show you how economically it can re* lace any of your equip- 
ment that isn’t up to the standards you would like to see. Won't 
you indicate your interest on the enclosed reply card and return it 
at our expense? We’ll promise to take up no more of your time 
than you think is profitable to you. 

2 

The old saying. "A chain is no stronger than its weakest link," has 
been applied to almost e\’erylhing under the sun. But we don't know 
of any place where it’s more applicable than to the electrical equip- 
ment that powers your machines. 

If trouble occurs anywhere along the line . . . in the wiring, in the 
circuit protecting .switch, in the motor starter, or in the motor itself 
. . . then your operator, machine, and production stand idle until 
repairs are made. 

That’s why we believe you will be glad to learn of an entirely new 
development We.stinghouse has made in motor starting equipment. 
A lime-proved principle of arc interruption has been applied to West- 
inghouse Linestarters, making possible the most important advance 
in the entire history of motor control equipment. 

This feature is the “De-ion” Arc Quencher. You have probably 
heard of it, and perhaps \'ou are now using Westinghouse safety 
switches or Nofuze circuit breakers that depend upon it. But it’s 
obvious that the continuous-operating motor starter needs its advan- 
tages even more than equipment designed for intermittent duty. And 
that is why every new Westinghouse Linestarter has the Safety, 
Reliability, I .ong Life, and Compact Design that only “De-ion" arc- 
interruption ran provide. 

Why not look over your motor-control situation right now and see 
where new Westinghouse equipment can save you money? If you're 
skeptical about the advantages of the “De-ion" feature, we'll welcome 
the opportunity to give you facts and figures. Just indicate your 
interest on the enclosed reply card. 
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appeals to machinery builders are persuasive, 
reply device provided in each.^ 

2 


These two excellent 
Note the automatic 
1 

To meet your requirements, the 
motor starting equipment on your 
machines should combine attractive 
appearance . . . compact design . . . 
ease of installation . . . safety . . . 
freedom from maintenance . . . and 

absolute reliability. The new 

series of Westinghouse Linestarters 
meets and exceeds these specifica- 
tions to such a remarkable degree 
that it really falls in the class of 
red-hot industrial News. 

The secret behind these new starters 
is a famous and exclusive principle, 
time-tested in Westinghouse safely 
switches and Nofuze circuit break- 
ers, and now for the first time 
applied to Linestarters of every 
standard Nema size up to and in- 
cluding 150-ampere ratings. It is 
the '"De-ion” Arc Quencher, which 
divides and extinguishes the arc 
when contacts are opened, prevent- 
ing the usual flash and flame. 

This feature makes possible a large 
number of advantages which ordi- 
nary motor starters cannot possess. 
The safety problem is completely 
banished.^ Life of contacts is in- 
creased immeasurably, with im- 
proved reliability at every point. 
However, this principle permits an 
especially compact and accessible 
design, which is easy to install 
under any and all conditions. 

You will appreciate many of these 
features which help you to solve 
your design problems — and your 
customers will appreciate every one 
of them, too. There are many 
other interesting points of superi- 
ority, which only actual inspection 
can fully reveal. We shall welcome 
an opportunity to prove to you 
everything we claim for the new 
Westinghouse Linestarters. The en- 
closed reply card, filled out and 
mailed, will bring a representative 
with samples and full details. 

- Used by permission of Westinghouse Hiectric 


The satisfaction of your customers 
depends not only upon the per- 
formance of the machines you 
build, but upon the reliability of 
the motor and control equipment 
supplied with them. Even though 
it bears ap outside maker's name, 
you cannot afford dissatisfaction 
with a single part. 

So it's important from every stand- 
point to keep abreast of improve- 
ments in this field— and the most 
revolutionary improvement we have 
heanl about recently is the new 
Westinghouse ”De-ion” Idnestarter. 
When a starter comes out with a 
new and exclusive feature that in- 
stantly solves 90 % of all mainte- 
nance problems, it should certainly 
be worth investigating. And that’s 
exactly what the “De-ion” Arc 
Quencher does, on every s^e and 
type in the new Westinghouse line. 

This feature permits the kind of 
compact design you are looking for, 
without sacrificing any of the de- 
sirable features you want. But its 
advantages from your customer’s 
point of view are even more nu- 
merous and important. Instant 
arc-interruption prevents flash and 
pitting of contact points, promot- 
ing safety and long life. Improved 
reliability cuts maintenance costs 
to the vanishing point. Under the 
most difficult and trying conditions, 
these starters guarantee years and 
years of faithful service. 

May we show you a sample and go 
into further detail with you on 
your starter requirements? This 
new development is its own best 
salesman. May we have an indi- 
cation of your interest on the en- 
closed reply card? A representative 
with samples and complete infor- 
mation will gladly call at your con- 
venience. 

and Manufacturing Company. 
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These two letters to contractors speak with conviction and 
authority: ^ 


1 

Just as everybody’s customers are looking for a better buy, so are 
yours looking for a better buy in the machinery drives you install. 
If you provide it, it won’t take long for the news to get around 
about your service and the quality of your jobs. 

Westinghouse, for years, has built into its motors the basic things 
that give them longer life — “More Mileage” that accounts for the 
excellent reputation and ready acceptance of Westinghouse Motors 
throughout industry. The attached reprint explains in an interesting 
and simple way what these factors are and why they put more mileage 
into motors. Ads like these appear in magazines read by your cus- 
tomers from month to month and establish an easy, simple basis for 
judging motor values. You can very profitably capitalize on this. 

To assist you Westinghouse is offering a new booklet Facts about 
Westinghouse Motors and Control that greatly simplifies the selection 
of the correct type of motor for a given job. Also it recommends 
the correct control and shows how it fits into the circuit. 

Send today for this booklet. Then ask the Westinghouse representa- 
tive to give you the complete story on “more motor mileage” and 
how you can use it to interest your customers. Use the enclosed 
card. No obligation. 


2 

It's real news when a development like the new Westinghouse “De-ion*' 
Linestarter comes along, and we hope you'll pardon us for being 
pretty enthusiastic. After all, when you've been building A.C. motor 
starters for nearly fifty years, it takes something extremely important 
to be classed as th^ greatest forward step the field has ever seen. And 
when you consider the advantages that the famous “De-ion” principle 
permits, you simply can’t help conceding this is true. 

Take safety, for example. Here’s a starter that instantly interrupts 
the arc at the contact opening — snufis it out without the usual flash 
or flame. Take reliability and long life. Abolishing the arc means 
practically no deterioration of contacts, and adds years to the depend- 
able life of the starter as a whole. These things are important in 
safety switches and Nofuze circuit breakers, where the “De-ion” prin- 
ciple has been used by Westinghouse for a number of years. But they 
are even more important in a Linestarter, which is operated much 
more frequently. 

In addition to the exclusive “De-ion" feature, Westinghouse Line- 
starters in all sizes offer many other advantages to your customers. 
The complete line has been restyled, and is now the most attractive 
in appearance on the market. ’Electrically and mechanicallv, it is 
the most simple, positive, and completely accessible starter you could 
possibly recommend — and the easiest to install. 

* Used by permission of Westinghouse Electric Supply Company. 
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This new development offers you a real opportunity to secure plus 
business in replacing antiquated equipment with starters that are 
years ahead of competition. For additional facts and figures, simply 
mail the enclosed reply card. 

Below are jour unbeatable” letters for the establishment or the 
maintenance (or both) of interest and support. The copy display 
is in each case as attractive and appealing as the content is in- 
triguing.^ 

1 

If you are planning even the smallest expenditure for your house or 
garden this year, this letter has important news for you. 

House & Garden, the finest American magazine in its field, offers you 
a special introductory subscription of . . . 

5 ISSLIFS FOR |I . . . 

. - . and this one dollar investment will bring you a dividend of 
pleasure and actual money-saving value far beyond the dreams of 
avarice. 

For one dollar you secure the services of architects, decorators, and 
gardeners whose every word is worth its weight in gold. You visit 
beautiful houses and gardens all over the country . . . you get brass- 
tacks information, about such matters as roofing and plumbing and 
painting, written by unfoolnble authorities . . . you learn the ftitest 
trends in decoration — color schemes, furniture, fabrics . . . \ou get 
scientific instructions for making your garden the beauty-spot you 
want it to be . , . you have a staff of exp^*rts constantly on tap for 
advice concerning your parii-ular problems. . . . 

And for one dollar you insure e\ery penn\’ that you plan to spend 
on your house throughout the coming season. liven a single lamp, 
improperly chosen or placed, can ruin a whole room. Fven the finest 
bulb will never blossom if it isn't given the right care. 

House Garden is your answer to these and a thousand other ques- 
tions. It shows you how to avoid the worries and the expensive mis- 
takes . . . how to get the most in value and beauty when you buy. 

Right now — before you make a single purchase — put one dollar into 
House Or Gardeji insurance. 

2 

Your last issue is coming off the press. 

The last copy of your present subscription to House & Garden is 
almost ready to be mailed . . . and, unless we hear from yf)u very 
soon, we'll Have to cross your name off our list for the following one. 

We wonder whether you realize how little House Sr Garden costs you 
when you are a regular subscriber. 

By renewing your subscription for the next two years, you 
pay just |2. a year— 162/3 cents for each copy of House Sr 

Used t)y permission of The Conde Nast Publications. Inc. 



THE LETTER AND THE SALESMAN 429 


Garden . . surely, a worthwhile expenditure for all its dis- 
tinguished beauty and its invaluable technical information. 

Consider what you spend on your house in one year alone . . . new 
paint, perhaps — new furnishings — garden planting — various improve- 
ments. 

And then remember that, for a mere $2. yearly. House 6r Garden 
keeps you up-to-date on all the new developments and shows you 
how to get the most in value and beauty for every penny that you 
spend. 

Right now . . . before w'e have to do the fatal crossing-out . . . won’t 
you sign the acceptance in the corner and return it to us? 


3 

If you don’t recogni/e the figure at the left, let me inform you that 
it's supposed to be our old Greek friend, Mr. Diogenes, engaged 
in one of his historic quests for an honest man! 

Though Ncrr equipped with lanterns, there are hosts of people who, 
today, arc similarly engaged. 

1 HEY RF SEARCHING for reliable real estate brokers! 

Your readiest, most convincing recommendation to this large and eager 
group of prospective home-buyers and builders is through the 
House Sr Garden Real Estate Department. 

It wim. give you unequaled prestige with the 113,0(K^ readers of the 
magazine — 12,500 of whom have indicated their intention to buy 
or build within the next 12 to 18 months. 

Rates and other information are given on the back of this letter. 
Turn it over while you have it in hand, fill out the order blank, 
and send it to us with your copy before April 27, the closing date 
for the June issue. 


4 

Do you know the talk of the towm . , . 

. . . the private lives of European dictator: . . . qualifications of 
Hayes, Cornell, and Fontanne for the acting championship . . . 
sparks from the pens of writers like Paul Gallico and Patience 
Abbe . . . Paris gone Socialist . . . race horses . . . radio doubles 
for the great . . . ? 

Have you heard about . . . 

. . . boltillons and stove pipes . . . glass moulding for wall decora- 
tion . . , how to cure yourself of “nerves” . . . bullfrog green, 
acorn brown, salmon red . . . ? 
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Did you see . . . 

. . . Lcs girls of the Music Hall ... the reproductions of modern 
American art . . . the new sensation of British cinema ... the 
delightful salires-without-words drawn by Vertes . . . photographs 
by Sleichen, Bruehl, Horst . . . ? 

It all boils down to just one question — Have you seen the latest 
Vogue? If you have, you can take care of yourself in any company. 
If you haven't . . . well, the less said, the better. 

Honestly now . . . haven't you found these recent issues of Vogue 
incorporating Vanity Fair unusually beautiful and stimulating? Aren't 
they the world’s best antidote to creeping vegetation? 

Your subscription expires with the next issue. Act now — and you 
won’t lose contact for a single issue. 

In the following letters The Western Union Telegraph Company 
makes two strong appeals to business. The half -page letterhead 
cartoons arrest and hold attention.^ 


1 



The “ups-and-downs” of business, particularly on the "downs” side, 
are always cause for concern. How to turn the trend line permanently 
up is the burning question. More sales are the essence of the matter, 

* Used by permission of The Western Union Telegraph Company. 
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and the telegram will help you make them. Use it to quote prices 
and beat competition, also to obtain credit information quickly, and 
to acknowledge first orders which, because of the interest displayed, 
will tend to build good will. 

Warmed-over ideas are inert. Keep your prospects and customers in- 
terested and enthusiastic between salesmen's calls by means of the 
attention-compelling yellow blank. A timely and well-worded follow- 
up of sales calls is, in many cases, essential to get the business. 
Many have found that the telegram is the best vehicle. May we call 
to demonstrate this? 


QUICIC.SIMULTANEOUSJ.OW-COST COVERAGE 



The meeting of competition necessitates getting in touch with cus- 
tomers quickly and simultaneously about price changes, improvements 
in products, and other matters of interest and importance. It also 
requires prompt and frequent contact with salesmen while on the road. 
The telegraph is the speediest and most convenient as well as the most 
economical method by which this can be done. When the same 
message is to be sent to more than one person, you need only to give 
us the text and a list of addresses. Ninety per cent of the places in 
the country served by telegraph are served by Western Union alone. 

The yellow blank not only commands attention and makes a deep 
impression but it likewise presents your communication in written 
form so that it can be duly pondered and its import fully absorbed. 
This advantage inherent in the telegraph is not found in any other 
form of quick and dependable communication. Use the yellow blank 
and avoid possible misunderstandings. 
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It is based upon two simple steps: 

1 appraising the exact value of those paper records 

2 properly assuring them against loss or damage 

May 1 call to give you details? 


3 

No need of reminding you of the old adage! As a buyer of office 
supplies, you know that pennies saved do gro>^ into dollars. And we 
all surely appreciate our dollars! 

This principle, however, applies even to such an inexpensive item as 
file folders. Our new "Remcraft,*’ for example, wears three times as 
long as an ordinary folder, and costs no more. That's a mighty in- 
teresting economy. 

But the "Remcraft” is also a folder stiff enough to stand erect with- 
out sagging in a file. Its darker color prevents easy soiling. Its rein- 
forced tab saves half the space occupied by a folder of equal wearing 
strength. 

You can use folders like "Remcraft"! We'll send you a sample— of 
Remcraft, or any others suggested in the coupon below— if you will 
check it, sign it, and drop it in the mail. 

4 

It's night. You're looking for 115 Bryant Street. You park, leave the 
car, creep stealthily to the door of "121," apologize, finally arrive at 
the house you seek. 

Is it “night" in your files? Are your guides, filing "signposts," slow- 
ing up reference, causing costly mistakes? 

How long is it since you replaced your guides? 

Do you know that guides can be perfectly "tailored” to the file you 
use — alphabetic, geographic, date, number, subject? 

This "tailoring” also includes the material of which guides are made. 
You may have a cheap guide for a temporary file — or an indestructible 
"Armorclad" for use forever. 

Check over the list in the coupon below. Mail it to us and we shall 
submit samples that apply to conditions varying from your company's 
general files to an accumulation in the drawer of a desk. 

5 

You've lost;.« letter— an important one? It’s apt to cost you a hun- 
dred dollar^ or more unless it is found? The letter was filed? No 
one has seen it since? 
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Perhaps your files lack “control." Several things can happen to a 
letter after it is dispatched to the files. But most errors and delays 
can be definitely stopped. 

How nearly up to date, then, are you on these filing “control" devices? 

1 Pre-sorting 

2 Follow-up 

3 Charging “out" 

4 Cross reference 

5 Special classification 

Control Through Files, our recent booklet on this phase of office 
operation, may contain the very suggestion you need to prevent losses 
from filing mistakes. If you will check, sign, and mail the coupon 
below, we shall get your copy to you at once. 

This letter was entitled Cold Logic. It was printed on cello- 
phane and clipped over a sheet of white paper. The picture of a 
blue-white cake of ice was carried at the top of the letter.^^ 

It is not hard to see through this letter. Neither is it hard to see 
through the special “bargains" and camouflaged price cutting so com- 
mon these days in all kinds of enterprise. 

If our only interest were to make a quick profit and then go out 
of business, we too might do some price culling at the expense of 
quality. We might even be tempted to sell some lemons as did the 
Egyptian described in the attached parable. 

But wc hope to be dealing with you long after this present flurry 
has been forgotten. We know that if we sold you rubber goods that 
made for appearance rather than durability — if we put price ahead 
of quality — our re.ationship would soon end. 

A good name is the backbone of any business — yours, ours, and the 
other fellow's. Merchandise that sends your trade down the street, 
injures your good name as well as ours. 

With so much price pressure being brought against rqerchants and 
manufacturers today, it takes nerve to hold fast to the principles 
upon which our business, and your business, have prospered and 
grown. It takes nerve to forego what seems such an easy profit, at a 
time when every penny counts. 

But we cannot afford to forget that every dollar of tainted profit 
which we sacrifice now, is an investment in keeping our good names 
clean. In the years to come this investment will come back to both 
of us a thousandfold. 

When one of your customers begins to harp on prices, you might 
care to give him the Parable of the Wue Buyer. Just say the word, 
and we'll be glad to send you one hundred copies. 

Used b> permission of The Dartnell Corporation. 
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**Lives of great men all remind us" — a message to salesmen on 
Lincolns birthday — can be made a real challenge to increased 
sales. 

This month we celebrate again the birthday of the one man who has 
always seemed to us most to deser\'e first place in the heart of every 
true American. Other leaders have come to serve our country, but 
Abraham Lincoln — honest Abe — is the greatest of them all. 

From his many rugged qualities, we can choosv one which every sales- 
man needs. IJncoIn did not try to crash through obstacles by sheer, 
blundering force. He looked ahead. He thought hard. 1 le knew 
that before action there must be a plan. 

It has been truly said that great battles are won first in the minds> 
of generals. You salesmen can afford to think about that. Sales- 

manship is not a question of hit and miss, of trial and error, of luck, 
of accident, or of "getting the breaks." 

You need to plan each day’s work, to plan your interviews, to plan 
how you will meet objections, to plan what you are going to do next 
week, next month, tliis year. ^ ou need to budget your time, to 
chart your course, to know where you are going. 

l.incoln had foresight. 'Wni must have foresight. Without fojjpsight 
no man can hope to succeed. 

The sales manager has a heart-to-heart talk with one of hi^ 

salesmen: 

Two candles, Jack — the old year and the new! 

Tliere isn't much that \\e can do about one of them. A year ago, 
it was tall and straight, and it stood for a lot of things we meaiH 
to do. But it's almost gone now\ The resolutions that we made 
have been either gained or broken. There are. no second chances in 
time’s passing. The wick of your life, like that of the candle, is each 
day shorter than the day before. 

Well, that would be rather sad to think about, if it were not for this 
other candle — the one that we are about to light, 'fhcrc is new hope, 
new challenge, in that candle, Jack. It can he made to mean so 

much more to us than the last one. We shouldn’t be very wi.se if 

wc didn’t make this year better than the last one, for surely as life 
goes on we must learn to profit by our mistakes and grow stronger. 

You know how I feel about you — that there isn’t anything I wouldn’t 
do to help make the coming year of lasting value in your life. I 
think you must feel the same way about me. We have gone along 
together so long — there is a comradeship in our w'ork which could 
not easily be broken. So 1 won’t talk any more about this new 

“ Used by permission of The Dartnell Corporation. 
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candle, except to give you my sincere and eager wish that when it, 
too, is burned away, you will have enjoyed all that the world has 
to give a true and loyal soldier. 

And with this letter, Jack, I am sending you a little book published 
especially for salesmen by The Dartnell Corporation in Chicago. It's 
just the si/e to fit in your vest pocket, and you'll find it a regular 
storehouse of information you need — and for the records you have 
to keep. 

In the front part of this book is a rating chart — a nractical means 
for you to weigh your strength and weakness. Once in a while, you 
know, it pays to take inventory — of our own personal assets and 
liabilities, as well as of the more material things in business. 1 want 
>ou to take this chart seriously. Jack, because it can have a lot to 
say about the way the new year s candle is going to burn for you. 

Your candle and mine. Jack! Let's lift it so high that it will become 
a blazing torch to light the path of new achievements — for us pci- 
sonally, and for the company we are joined in ser\ ing. 


The wise executive seeks an occasional good-will customer contact 
apart from the routine of daily business. Letters like this serve 
the same purpose as institutional advertising: 

Now and then, we like to salute our friends with no other motive 
lhan to give a word of greeting, and to tell them how much the • 
mean to our business. And could there be a better lime to do this 
than on the birthday of our first president, George Washington? 

In spile of all the stories which have been told about him that the 
historians now say were not true — like the one about the cherry tree — 
the fact remains beyond question that this man was heart and soul 
for his fellow men. The se’- 'ice which he rendered our republic, and 
his reputation for honest dealing have placed him on a pedestal which 
will forever endure. 

In these days of mugwumping, vote grabbing, chiseling, and insincerity 
— too often characteristic of political leaders— it is an inspiiation to 
think of George Washington, and to realize that all these years his 
reputation has stood unsullied. 

Is there after all any more priceless asset to man or business than 
the building of a reputation for unselfish service? We don’t think so, 
and you don’t either, I'here may be quicker ways to make money, 
w'ays to hedge and cheat, but we want nfine of them. We must meet 
you, day by day, with the reputation tor honest dealing and depend- 
able products. 

It has been good to trade with you these past years — ^good to know 
you. We hope that tf»gether we may go along blessed with the reputa- 
tion for fair play and absolute dependability. 

** Us^ ' by permi.ssion of The D.irtnell Corporation. 
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This letter novelty for seasonal promotion was successful because 
of both picture and content interest: ” 

♦ 

♦ * 
if if 

t * 

* 

My dear 
Santa Claus! 

We do not want 
to appear selfish, 
but there is one limb 
on the Christmas tree 
that we just purchased that sticks way out 
beyond the rest and we 
thought it would be very nice 
if you would notify each and 
every one of our agents and 
brokers to hang one application on 
that limb before the sixteenth of this 
month. You see, that is the date on 
which we close our books for the year; and 
so we want to close them with a GREAT 
BIG SATISFACTORY BANG 

Scattered around our Christmas Tree we shall have 
Merry Christmas and Most Profitable New Year Greet- 
ings for all our friends. W'e want to assure them that w^e 
are ready to serve them in every way possible during the j 
***** new year and through years to come ♦♦*** 

Very 
truly 
yours 


ACCIDENT AND HEALTH DEPARTMENT 


-’Used by permission of the Penn Mutual IJfe Insurance Company. 
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The following sales solicitation was written by Mr. Elbert Hub- 
bard II: 

Once there was a man who mixed sawdust with the meal that he 
fed his hens. He thought they would never know the difference. 
But they got even! When the man set the eggs, half the brood 
hatched were woodpeckers. 

Nothing but the genuine goes. Our furniture is as good as can be 
made. It has style, finish, personality. If you think of furnishing 
a room roycroftie, write us for a catalog and tell us your wants. 

Inasmuch as the following letter — in which '"the eminent drama- 
tist Brown sells an idea to the eminent novelist Snooks” — was 
written almost one hundred years ago, its modernity of subject and 
treatment is noteworthy. It is taken from William Makepeace 
Thackeray s ” Burlesques” which like his ”Fitihoodle Papers” and 
other casual contributions to Fraser s Magazine and The Corn- 
hill Magazine, are too little read today. Thackeray s tongue-in^ 
cheek humor is nowhere more delightful than in such short odds 
and ends as this letter represents. 

I am on the lookout here for materials for original comedies such 
as those lately produced at your theatre; and, in the course of my 
studies, I have found something, my dear Snooks, which I think will 
suit your book. You are bringing, I see, your admirable novel The 
Mysteries of May Fair, to an end (by the way, the scene of the two- 
hundredth number, between the Duke and his grandmother, and the 
Jesuit butler, is one of the most harrowing and exciting I ever read) 
and, of course, you must turn youi real genius to some other channel; 
and we may expect that your pen shall not be idle. 

The original plan I have fo propose to you, then, is taken from the 
French, just like the original dramas above mentioned; and, indeed, 
I found it in the law report of the National newspaper, and a French 
literary gentleman, M. Emanuel Gon/ales, has the credit of the inven 
lion. He and an advertisement agent fell out about a question of 
money; the affair was brought before the courts, and the little plot 
so got wind. But there is no reason why you should not take 
the plot and act on it >'oiirsclf. You are a known man, the public 
relishes your works; anything beaiing the name of Snooks is eagerly 
read by the masses; and though Messrs. Hookey of Holywell Street 
pay you handsomely, I make no doubt you would like to be rewarded 
at a still higher figure. 

Unless he writes with a purpose, you know, a novelist in our days 
is good foi nothing. This one writes with a socialist purpose; that 
with a conservative purpose. This author or authoress, with the 
most delicate skill, insinuates Catholicism into you, and you find 
yourself in the third volume all but a Papist; another doctors you 
with Low Church remedies, to work inwardly upon you, and you 

Used by permission of Mr. Elbert Hubbard II. 
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swallow down unsuspiciously as children do calomel in jelly. Fiction 
advocates all sorts of truth and causes: doesn't the delightful bard 
of the Minories find Moses in everything? M. Gonzales's plan, the 
one 1 recommend to my dear Snooks, simply was to write an adver- 
tisement novel. Look over The Times or the directory, walk down 
F<.egent Street or Fleet Street any day — see what houses advertise 
most, and put yourself into communication with their proprietors. 
With your rings, your chains, your studs, and the tip on your chin, 
I don't know any greater swell than Bob Snooks. Walk into the 
shops, 1 say; ask for the principal, and introduce yourself, saying, 
"I am the great Snooks. I am the author of The Mysteries of May 
Fair. My weekly sale is 281,000. I am about to produce a new work 
called The Palaces of Phnlico or The Curse of the Court, describing 
and lashing fearlessly the vices of the aristocracy. This book will 
have a sale of at least 530.000; it will be on every table — in the 
boudoir of the pampered duke, as in the chamber of the honest 
artisan. 1'he myriads of foreigners who are coming to London, and 
are anxious to know about our national manners, will purchase my 
book and carry it to their distant homes So, Mr. 'fay lor, or Mr 
Haberdasher, or Mr. Jeweler, how much will you stand if I recom- 
mend you in my forthcoming novel?" 

You may make a noble Income in this way, Snooks. For instance, 
suppose it is an upholsterer. What more easy, what more delightful, 
than the description of upholstery? As thus: 

“Lady Fmily was reclining on one of Down and Eider's vollI^9tuous 
ottomans, the only couch on which Belgravian beauty now reposes, 
when Lord Bathershins entered, stepping noiselessly over one of Tom- 
kins's elastic Axminster carpets. 'Good heavens, my lord!' she said — 
and the lovely creature fainted. The Earl rushed to the mantelpiece, 
where he saw a flacon of Otto's eau-de-Cologne — and so forth. 

Or say it's a cheap furniture shop; it may be brought in just as 
easily. As thus: 

“We arc poor, Eliza." said Harry Hardhand, looking affectionately 
at his wife, “but we have enough, love, have we not, for our humble 
Wyants? The rich and luxurious may go to Dillow’s or Gobiggin's, 
but we can get our rooms comlortably furnished al Timmonson's for 
£20." .^nd putting on her bonnet, and hanging affectionately on her 
husband, the stoker’s pretty bride tripped gaily to the well-known 
marl, where Timmonson, with his usual affability, was ready to 
receive them. 

Then you might have a touch at the wine-merchant and purveyor: 
“Where did you get this delicious claret, or pdtc de foics gra’i, or 
w'hat you please^” said Count Blagowski to the gay young Sir Horace 
Swellmore. 'The \olupliious Bart answered, “At So-and-so’s or So- 
and-so’s.” The answer is obvious. You may furnish your cellar or 
your larder in this w^ay. Begad, Snooks! I lick my lips at the 
very idea! 

I'hen, as to tailors, milliners, bootmakers, etc., how easy to get a word 
for them! “Amramson, the tailor, w'aited upon Lord Paddington 
WMth an assortment of his unrivaled waistcoats," or “Clad in that 
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simple but aristocratic style of which Schneider alone has the secret.” 
”Parvy Newcomc really looked like a gentleman, and though corpulent 
and crooked, Schneider had managed to give him,” and so forth. 
Don't you see what a stroke of business you might do in this way? 
The shoemaker — “Lady Fanny flew, rather than danced, across the 
ballroom; only a sylphtde, or Taglioni, or a lady chaussee'd by 
Chevillett of Bond Street, could move in that fairy way.” 

The hairdresser — “Count Barbarossa is seventy years of age,” said the 
Earl. “1 remember him at the Congress of Vienna, and he has not a 
single gray hair.” Wiggins laughed. “My good Lord Baldock,” said 
the old wag, “I saw Barbarossa’s hair coming out of Ducroissant's 
shop, and under his valet’s arm — ho! ho! ho!” — and the two bon- 
vivants chuckled as the Count passed by, talking with, etc., etc., etc. 

The gunmaker — “The antagonists faced each other, and undi.smayed 
before his gigantic enemy, Kilconnel raised his pistol. It was one of 
Clicker's manufacture, and Sir Marmadukc knew he could trust the 
maker and the W'eapon. “One, two. three t" cried O'Tool, and the two 
pistols w'cnt off at that instant, and uttering a terrific curse, the life- 
guardsman,” etc. A sentence of this nature from your pen, my dear 
SrKK)ks, would, I should think, bring a case of pistols and a double- 
barreled gun to your lodgings; and, though heaven forbid you should 
use such weapons, you might sell them, you know, and we could 
make merry with the proceeds. 

If my hint is of any u.se to 30U, it is quite at >our service, dear 
Snooks; and should anything come of it, I hope you will remember 

Your friend, 


WORK 


1 A large department shop announces a midwinter sale of heavy coats 
for both men and women. 'I'his sale will continue for one week 
only, but during this paiiicular week the shop will open its doors 
at seven a.m. and close them at seven p.m., in order to give busi- 
ness men and women an opportunitv to buy before and after regu- 
lation office hours. Coats of all kinds and for all cold-weather 
uses are to be sold. Prices have been “slashed.” Write a letter to 
be sent to credit customers, telling them among other things that 
they will be admitted to the special sale three days earlier than the 
general public. 

2 The new unbreakable pliable glass has met with tremendous success 
in most fields of business and industry. A sales campaign is now 
to be made to introduce it in the home. You are asked to write 
a letter suitable for circulation amoi.g housewives the country over, 
but you must address it, of course, to one particular housewife, 
drawing upon your imagination for name and address. Pliable 
glass comes in sheets of any size, thickness, color, and degree of 
transparency. It is pliable as putty. Any one can bend and twist 
it into .«hape, and llien unbend and untwist it into the original sheet 
or into any other shape. It can be used for containers of all kinds, 
useful in the kitchen and ornamental in the living room. Your 
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company issues a booklet of directions for making a hundred-and- 
one different household articles. Sheets of this glass may be had 
with quicksilver backing, and may thus be used as mirrors. Pa can 
fold it around his physiognomy when he shaves, and get east, south, 
and west views simultaneously. And Ma and the girls will find 
it priceless for make-up purposes. But these are details. The price 
per sheet is nominal for introduction. You enclose a small novelty 
in your letter— a short pliable glass ruler that may be used as a 
thimble, as a pin tray, as a candlestick, as a napkin-ring, and so 
forth. The leaflet in which it is wrapped illustrates the versatility 
of this little ruler. 

3 You are the proprietor, we shall say, of a beautiful vacation spot 
about fifty miles outside a large city. It has every imaginable 
sport and recreation advantage. It is high in location, with mag- 
nificent views, and it is easy of access by trains, motors, and air- 
planes. (Other special features may be added.) Write letters to 
classified groups — teachers, doctors, business men, college students 
and their families — pointing out the extraordinary beauties of your 
place, its inexpensiveness, its superior food and water and air, and 
so forth, and offering special rates for parties of a certain size for 
a certain length of visit. You are able to offer special railway 
rates; your motors meet some trains fifteen miles out of the city 
traffic; the new air field is only ten miles from you and your 
motors meet all planes. You are privileged to enclose a folder in 
which sportsmen and physicians of prominence recommend your 
center with great enthusiasm. 

4 The new television equipment attachable to the ordinary radio set 
is now ready, we shall assume, for use in the home and in hotel 
rooms. Prices range from twenty-five dollars to more than a thou- 
sand a unit, and service is furnished for one year from date of 
purchase. By use of the Touch-and-Go Television Unit you may 
see a speaker to whom you listen on the radio, you may see a 
friend or relative as hje talks to you from a distance by telephone, 
and sitting or lying comfortably in your home or in a hotel room 
you may see all sorts of demonstrations — parades, assemblages, per- 
formances, whatnot— in all parts of the country. Write two strong 
sales appeals, one for hotel managements and one for private homes. 
Accompany your sales appeals with diagrams and illustrations, with 
testimonials from prominent people, and with tabular price lists. 

5 Let it be assumed that you are going into partnership with two 
other people in the establishment of a first-class restaurant in the 
better section of your community. You plan to cater to business 
and professional men and women, and to make a specialty of club 
luncheons and banquets of all sorts. You have taken an entire 
building and equipped it for the accommodation of large numbers. 
You are going to provide not only the best of food and drink, 
but also quiet and dignified atmosphere in which respectable people 
may enjoy meeting and taking their meals in congenial and taste- 
ful leisure. Prepare a letter to be sent to two thousand business 
and professional men and women in the community, in which 
you point out the merits of your new place. Write a letter to the 
seventy-five clubs or societies in the community, setting forth in 
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detail the arrangements you are able to make for special luncheons 
and banquets. Your letterhead should, of course, carry the attrac- 
tive name of the restaurant and your letter proper should mention 
all the attractive features that you are able to offer. 

6 The Juvenile Merchandising Corporation, 125 State Street, Chi- 
cago, Illinois, is planning to take under control all the school and 
college cooperative shops in the country and to make of them one 
large chain, cooperative concern for the benefit of students of 
all grades of learning. To this end it has appointed certain young 
people to report on the school shops in various communities. On 
the basis of these reports it will organize and conduct its huge 
undertaking. You have been appointed, let us say, to report on 
your community. Write your letter-report to the Juvenile Mer- 
chandising Corporation, covering, among other points, the number 
of shops investigated, the average size of these shops, their average 
number of customers, their average turnover, the character and 
classification of their merchandise, the price economies made pos- 
sible by large and w'ell-managcd organization, their employment 
service and equipment. You must, of course, make certain imagi- 
native assumptions but always logical ones. Tabular set-up must 
be used to some extent. The letter picture must be complete and 
harmonious. 

7 Let it be assumed that you are a road salesman for a large whole- 
sale concern. You have just returned, let us say, from an extended 
trip over the country and your sales manager expects a report in 
writing from you. Reproduce this report (or a section of it) 
covering such points as the following; your route, sales made to old 
customers, new sales fields developed, fluctuating status of trade in 
various sections, impressions of business in general, contlitions in 
your business in particular, activities of your competitors in terri- 
tories visited, outlook for future expansion, advice as to advertis- 
ing and direct-mail especially at local points as tie-ups with visiting 
salesmen, comment upon branch depots or centers, criticism (favor- 
able or unfavorable) of .etail handling of your line here and there, 
replenishment of slocks at one point and another, efficiency of per- 
sonnel as you have observed it, follow-ups (mail and otherwise) of 
your visit at certain places. Any .'ommodity or service at all with 
w'hich you are in anv way familir»- may be taken for tliis project. 
Your manager will, of course, want a strictly step-by-step develop- 
ment in this report, and he w'ill probably welcome running or mar- 
ginal headlines by way of clarifying your exposition. 

8 Your concern, let us say, is a manufacturing distributor of house- 
hold goods. It is constantly improving old utensilry and inventing 
new, and the average housewife is always curious and often en- 
thusiastic about its output. The eirployees, including direct dealers, 
number ^bout fifteen thousand. Business is confined chiefly to the 
territory east of the Mississippi and north of the Mason and Dixon 
Line, the it is rapidly expanding as result of aggressive campaign- 
ing. Demand for your commodities is .steadily increasing in old 
territory and you are very often unable to supply the demand for 
“new issues'* without requiring factories to work on double and 
sometimes triple shifts. But there is some unrest among the em- 
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ployees in the manufacturing plants, and dealers in many places 
are dissatisfied with your service and with your selling terms. Your 
house has never had a good, constructive, comprehensive organ, tho 
it has at irregular intervals in the past issued individual plant-news 
sheets. It is now clear to the executives that a good, regularly issued, 
judiciously edited house organ can be made to do much toward 
Ijuilding company unity and esprit de corps as well as toward 
getting dealers into solid-line support and cooperation. You have 
been called upon to supervise the first issue of this new organ. 
(1) Give it a good title. (2) Indicate the table of contents and the 
general layout of the first issue. (3) WrUe a strong appeal to 
appear editorially in this first issue, urging everybody connected 
with the concern to do one deed toward promotion — if only to 
speak a few enthusiastic words every day for the next month. (4) 
Lxplain in some article, prominently placed, details in regard to 
sales premiums to be allotted hereafter, in regard to improveniepls 
and additions in service, and in regard to new provisions for em- 
ployees* insurance and vacation arrangements. 

9 As a member of the copy department of the Atkins Advertising 
Agency you have been assigned the task of preparing copy for a 
four-side “window'-prop** setting forth irrefutable reasons why every- 
body shouUl stop and examine and eventually buy the new Asbestos 
Match. This is the latest thing in safety matches. (I'he law for- 
bids the manufacture and distribution in the United States of the 
Canadian and F^uropean wax-stemmed match, the use and purpo^e 
of which are similar.) The sulfur point is somewhat longef and 
fuller than that on the ordinary match and the stem is made of 
asbestos. When the point is consumed the light is automatically 
extinguished. In addition, this match is ignited, not by the cus- 
tomary (and damaging) strike or scratch, but by a sharp twist 
or turn on any hard surface. Containers are made of asbestos and 
have somewhere on them a *'spot" for lighting purposes. Asbestos 
Matches are made in all styles and sizes. They are recommended 
by the large tobacco companies, by fire-safety organizations, by 
city fire departments, by forest-fire fighters, and by many other 
inclividuals and groups. The present promotional campaign in- 
cludes concurrent newspaper and magazine advertising, bill-board 
and poster advertising, window displays, and demonstrations. A 
window-prop will stand in a window as result of two wide accordion 
pleats or folds. .All four sides may thus be seen at once. Prepare 
this copy, keeping in mind the expository character of all business 
writing that introduces a new or impro\ed necessity to the public. 
Attractive expository display is likewise necessary One page of 
this publicity piece must consist of excerpts from testimonial letters 
written by authoritative people or organizations. It is to be dis- 
tributed by the manufacturer or the w'holesalcr to different kinds of 
retailers — stationers, druggists, tobacconists, and so forth. 

10 You are asked to write a defense of the slogan Advertising ^^AY^. 
Just what does this slogan mean? Does it mean that it pays the 
advertiser or the consumer or the medium (newspaper, magazine, 
or other) in which advertising is placed, or all three? Show' how 
it pays one or more or all of these. Mass or quantity production 
is said to be one thing that tends to reduce prices. Wholesale dis- 
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tribution is said to be another. But some people contend that 
quantity production and wholesale distribution make for lower 
standards of quality. And, then, you of course know the argument 
to the effect that mass production and country-wide distribution, 
as the result of advertising, bring about not only lower prices for 
the consumer but greater profits for the retailer and manufacturer. 
This seems like a paradox, doesn't it? But perhaps you can explain 
this principle in business — and defend it. At any rate, you must be 
very logical in attempting to discuss it, and this, in turn, means that 
you must build a good sequential outline before you attempt to do 
any solid paragraph-by-paragraph writing. By the way, give your 
theme a good headline with phrasal finality. 

11 Let it be assumed that your school has workshops in many different 
types of handicraft, I'he output of these various shops is to be 
placed on exhibition-sale during a certain week, and parents and 
others are to be invited in to see the work as well as to buy the 
articles on exhibition. Prepare an invitation-sales circular to be 
broadcast. It should contain pictures of some of the articles offered; 
others should be described as for a sales catalog, with numbers, 
prices, and keys for location — rooms, tables, positions on tables. 
Color should be used for ingratiating the circular, and decorative 
designs should be laid out for successive pages or parts in the 
presentation. Related articles should be grouped and headlined, and 
otherwise unified, fhe circular should be so devised that it may 
be tacked up as a poster, placed on a table at the school entrance, 
and by means of a novelty fold enclosed in the ordinary four-by- 
nine-and-a-half commercial envelope. 

.12 As a member of the publicity department of the Harriman Haber- 
dashery Houses, Incorporated, you have been asked by your depart- 
ment manager to prepare competitive copy for a four-page leaflet 
to be broadcast thru the mails and from the counters of more than 
one hundred shoos the country over. This leaflet is to be in four 
colors, with illustrations, » vpographical display, and quality make-up 
in general. Prices are not to be mentioned in this piece of pub- 
licity, but style and service and satisfaction are to be emphasized. 
One page of the leaflet is to carry a testimonial letter from a promi- 
nent person who has dealt with y(»iir shops in several places. An- 
other page is to be given over to a general credit-invitation letter 
explaining your unusual credit arrangements for new customers. 
The complete picture is to be an irresistible appeal by way of busi- 
ness exposition and technical presentation — an appeal that will retain 
old custom with renewed enthusiasm and that will create new custom 
from all walks of life and from practically all classes of income. 
Reproduce the copy that you prepare for your manager — and that 
wins you promotion in the department as result of high-percentage 
returns. 

13 It is frequently contended, especially by those of the academic and 
classical tradition, that there is no such thing as business English, 
that “English is English" (pure or impure as the case may be) and 
that to teach English as a “tool of trade" is, on the part of the 
teacher, to descend to the realm of the sordid or tbe commonplace. 
“So-called business English," they say, “is just another question- 
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Blame, 121, 335, 408 
Blarney, 124 

Blessington, Lady, letter to, 78 
Blue Book of Credit mid Collection 
Letters, quoted, 359, 364 
Bluntness, 117 
Body. 245-246 

Boeltiger, John, letter by, 73 
Bok Ldward, letter to, 58 
Book, 98, 122; title, 339 
“Boost'", 439-441 
Bootleg letters, 123-124 
Boswell, James, letter to, 49 
Boyd, Stuart, letter to, 94 
Branches, dead letter office, 453 
Breakfast invitation, 274 
Breaking engagement. 268-269 
Brevity, 126-127, 130 
British forms, 243, 257-264 
Bronte, (-harlotle, letters by, 326- 
327; quoted, 183 
Brookfield, W. H., letter to, 102 
Brooks, C. W. S., letter by, 40; 
quoted, 195 

Browning, Mrs., Iciter bv, 341; let- 
ter to, 60. quoted, 183 
Browning, Robert, 3; quoted, 193 
Buchanan, Robert, quoted, 183 
Burns, Robert, letter by, 20 
Business, acknowledgments, 309-310, 
313, 314, 315, 318, 319. 320; and 
literature, 68-71 ; announcements, 
279-285; cards, 286-287; condo- 
lence. 38: congratulation, 45; grat- 
itude, 97: hospitality, 104, letter 
scale, 210; st>le, 7-9, vs. friendly 
letters, 4: paragraph, 208, sen- 
tence, 7. 128-129, 152, 208, 377 
hut, 152 

Butler. Samuel, quoted, 333 
By, 247 

Byron, Lord, quoted, 183, 194 


C 

Campbell. Thomas, letter about, 106 
Can You Honestly Say ‘‘Yes" to All 
These Questions? 220 
Can You Improve this Sales Letter? 

213-215 
Capacity, 348 
Capital, 348 


Cards, business, 280-287 ; condolence, 
278-279; dunning, 379, 458; per- 
sonal, 286-287; professional, 286- 
287; social, 275-278; visiting cards, 
286 

Career, 56-57 

Carlyle, Jane Welsh, quoted. 184, 
193, 195 

Carlyle, Thomas, letter by, 63; 

quoted, 193 
Case, posses:5ive, 142 
“Casting against type” application. 
297-298 

Cautions, address, 456 
Cavaliers, 314 
Onsure, 408 
Chain, endless. 461 
Character. 348; copy, 404-406; letter, 
202-222 

Charity. 105, 106, 107 
Chesterfield, Lari of, letters bv, 46- 
50 

Childs, John, letter to, 94 
Christmas, 96-97, 442 
Church invitations, 267 
Cicero, letter by, 98 
Cigarettes, 422 
(jrcumlocution, 127 
Claims, 14, 16, 87-88, 186, 196, 211, 
331-347 

Clarus, Septitiiis, letter to. 74 
Classics, 32, 46-48 
Classification, of letters, 4 
Clause, connective, 152: elliptical. 

146; protective, 352, 356, 357 
Clearness, 139-154, 206 
Cleveland, Grover, Mrs., letter to, 
21 

Clicht^ 6. 13. 111-116, 190, lO] 201- 
202, 215-218, 294 
Climax, 137 
Clock, 341 

Closed punctuation, 234, 235 
Closing, adjustment, 196; applica- 
tion, 195; claim, 196; cliche, 191, 
201-202: collection, 198: compli- 
mentary, 246-247; credit, 197; defi- 
nite, 191. literary, 193-194: model, 
248-249: participial, 191, 246; 

postscripts, 194-195, 200; repeti- 
tion, 191: sales, 199; smart, 202; 
special, 257-264 
Club, 321. 325 
Coherence, 141, 151 
Collaboration, 101-102 
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Coleridge, Samuel Taylor, letter by, 
77: letter to, 29; quoted, 184 
Collections, 374-401 ; closing, 198; 
devices, 376; graph, 382; National 
Credit Association, 375-381 ; of 
letters, 10; opening, 188; seriali- 
zation, 379-382; stickers, 375-381; 
telegrams, 397; threats, 379; tone, 
377, credits, 375 
Commandments, letter, 221 
Commencing, letters, 181-190 
Commercial Fnglish, 417 
Compactness, 212 
Complaint, 331 

Complete lingUsh Tradesman, 
quoted. 369, 374 
Completeness, 126, 212 
Complimentary closing, 202, 246-247, 
324 

Concinnily, 209 
(Conciseness, 126-133 
Concreteness, 133-139 
CConde Nasi Publications, Inc., 
quoted, 428-430 
(Condensation, 126-127, 130 
Condolence, 32-38; business, 38; 

cards. 278-279 
Confess, 332 
(Confirm, 332 

Confirmation, business, 316 
(Congratulation, 38-40, business, 45 
Conjunctions, coordinate, 151; cor- 
relative, 150 

Connection, 141, 148-153 
Construction. 323. dangling, 145, 
dissimilar, 150; squinting, 147 
Contest, letter, 213-218, 423 
Contractor, 323, 427 
(Conversation, 10, 11, 12, 13, 47, 125, 
102. 402 

(Conviction, 413-417 
Copv^ abbreviated, 126-127, 130; ap- 
peals, 404^06] monopoint, 407; 
multipoint, 407 
Copyrights. 91 
(Correct, 332 

Correct English, quoted, 423 
Correctness, 154-181 
Correlative conjunctions, 150 
Correspondence, courses, 406; di- 
rector, 204-206 
Cosmetics, 405 

Cost, dead letter, 455; letters, 155 
Cottle, Joseph, letters to, 77, 91 
Counsel, 46^ 


Courtesy, 116-125 
(Courtliness, 24-25 
Courts, and letter, 463^66 
Cowper, William, letters by, 52, 76; 
quoted, 195 

Credits, 348-373; capacity, 348; cap- 
ital, 348; caution, 350; character, 
348; closings, 197; and collections, 
375; deductive, 350; direct, 349; 
extended, 216-217, 349-350: indi- 
rect, 348; inductive, 350; modi- 
fied, 349-350; openings, 197; pro- 
tective clause, 352, 356, 357; ques- 
tionnaire, 349, 351-355; refusal, 
349-350. 365, revival, 358, 364; 
sales, 216-217, 420; summary, 348- 
349 

Crepe, 334 

Cromwell, Oliver, letter by, 33 
Crosby, lirnst, letter to, 3o 
Crum, Mrs., letter to, 103 
(C's, of adjustment, 332; of credit, 
348 

Cuff links, 315, 335 
Customer, 408^10 


D 

Dangling construction, 145 
Dartnell ('orporalion, quoted, 387, 
388, 439-^41 
Data, special, 251-252 
Dates. 237, 266 

Deail, letters, 13, 14. letter office. 

452-457 ; opening, 226-229 
dear, 245 
Dear Sir, 245 

Death, 33, 34-35, 36-38; announce- 
ments, 21^2T) 

Declination, 60-74 
Dedication, 24 

Deductive method, 197, 350. 404 
Defoe, Daniel, letter bv, 18; quoted, 
369, 374 
Dejection, 76 

Definite, closing, 191 ; opening, 181 
Degrees of pressure, collection, 382 
Deliveries, 87^8 
Department store, 418, 420 
Desboroiigh, Lady, letters to, 3,7 
Desire. 413 417 
Devices, collection, 376 
Dexter Folder Company, quoted, 
320. 322 
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Dickens, Charles, letters by, 31, 54, 
55, 107, 341; letter to, 100; quoted, 
135 

Dictation, method, 153-154 
Dictators, 152, 153 
Dictionary, 337 
Dinner, 100, 102 

Direct, credit, 348; opening, 182 
Director, correspondence, 204-206 
Directory service, 455-456 
Disappointment, 86 
Discount, 334 
Discourtesy, types of, 117 
Disgruntlement, 75-76 
Disraeli, Benjamin, letter to, 63 
Dissatisfaction, 74-88 
Dissimilar constructions. 150 
Divorce announcement, 275 
Divorcee's name, 250 
Dostoevsky Reminiscences, quoted, 
133 

Drink, 125-124 
Dunning postal cards, 458 
Dyer, John, letter to, 18 

E 

Earliest letter, 9 
Economy, 126-127, 130 
Edgeworth, Maria, letter to, 100 
Education, 46-48, 52, 59-60, 321- 
322 

Election, 44-45 
Electrical supplies, 214 
Eliot, George, 65 ; quoted, 4, 193 
Elliptical clauses, 146 
Emphasis, 135, 137 
Employees, 395 
Enclosure, 251 
Endless chain, 461 
Fingagements, 74, 267-269 
English, commercial. 7-9, 417 
Enyelope address, 241-242 
Bpistolae Ho-Elia7iae, 10 
Esau, 134 
Esq., 238 

European names, 265-266 
Evasion, 121-122 
Evelyn, John, letter to, 18 
Everyday letter, 309-330; openings. 

Exaggeration, 125 

Expression, abstract, 135; business, 
7-9, 417; cliche, 6, 11-116, 294; 
extravagant, 125, 130-132; high- 


flown, 140, 224; stereotyped, 6,. 
111-116, 190, 202, 215-218 
Extension, credit, 216-217, 349-350 
Extravagant expressions, 125; list of, 
130-132 

F 

Facsimile letters, 55, 65, 72, 85, 96, 
207, 216, 217, 318, 353-355, 36a 
363, 387, 433-434 
Familiar LHters, 10 
Farewell, 54-55 
Farm credit statement, 355 
favor, 116 
Fear, 410413 

Federal Reserve Bank of New York, 
quoted, 353-355 
F-eeders, 320 
Feelings, 410-413 
Field, Eugene, letter by, 43 
Fielding, Henry, letter by, 39 
Fields, James T., letter to, 21 
Fight, 410-413 
Filing, 299, 434-439 
Finance, 14, 15, 210, 300, 313, 327, 
357, 359, 360-363, 386, 418,#419 
Financial, claims, 332; statements, 
353-354 

Finley, lohn H., letter by, 45 
Firearms, 460 

Fitz-Gerald, Edward, 3; quoted, 184, 
193 

Five Rules for Creditors, 374 

Flattery, 124 

Flippancy, 117 

Folding letter, 255-256 

Follow ups, 407 

Food, 410-413 

For, 247 

Forms, British, 243, 257-264; busi- 
ness letter, 207, 232-236; collection, 
375-376; credit. 350-355; French, 
265; friendly letter, 5-6; German, 
265; invitation, 270; Italian, 265; 
paragraph, 311-313; social, 266- 
279; Spanish, 265; special, 257- 
264, 265 
Fowl, 458 

Frailey Rating Scale for Business 
Letters, 219 

Frame and picture, 232-290 
Franklin, Benjamin, quoted, 369 
Fraud, 460-461 

Frpp7pr 4 ^^ 

Friend, death, 33, 34-35, 36-38 
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Friendly letters, 4-6, 17-110 
Friendship, 91-92 
Frith. William P., letter to, 40 
Furniture, 129, 331, 443 

G 

Galsworthy, John, letters by, 85-86 
Game, 458 

Garrick, David, letter to, 26 
Gay, John, quoted, 194 
Geese, 95 
Gentlemen, 244 
Gents, 245 
German forms, 265 
Gerund. 145-146 
“Getaways,” 191 
Gettysburg Address, 132-133 
Glass, 459 

Godwin, William, letter by, 35; let- 
ter to. 303-305 

Goodrich Rubber Company, quoted. 

Goodwill. 439-441 
Gosse, Edmund, letter to, 85 
Grandchild, 28. 40. 112 
Grant, Ulysses, letter to, 31 
Graph, collection, 382 
Grass seed, 424 
Gratitude, 89-98 
Gratuity, 89 

Graves, Frank P., letter to, 45 
Gray, Thomas, quoted, 194 
Greenaway, Kate, lettei by. 96; 
letter lo, 96 

Grey, Viscount, letter by, 41 
Grigorovitch, quoted, 133 
“Grown-up” rules, 221 
Grumble letters, 74-88 

H 

Haberdashery, 316 
Hackneyed expression, 6, 111-116, 
190, 202, 213-218 
Hall, Joseph, 2, 10 
Hannefin, Daniel J., quoted, 359, 364 
Harrods, letters to, 69, 71 
Hawthorne, Nathaniel, letter to, 303 
Hays, Will, letter to, 73 
Heading, 231, 237 
Heater. 123 

Henry, O., letter by, 43 
Hesketh, Lady, letter to, 76 
tfigginson, Henry L., letter to, 107 


Highflown letters, 140, 224 

History, 53-54 

Hoadley, Miss, letter to, 90 

Holland, Lady, letters to, 62, 77, 106 

Honorable, 257 

Hood. Thomas, quoted, 194 

Hospitality, 98-104 

Hotel signatures, 251 

House policy, 209 

Howe, Lady, letter to, 91 

Howell, James, letter by, 10 

Howells, William Dean, letter to, 56 

however, 136, 152 

Hubbard, Clarence T.. letter by, 423 
Hubbard, Elbert, letters by, 36, 396; 
letter to, 32 

Hubbard, Elbert 11, letter by, 443 
Hudibras, quoted, 333 
Human interest, 404-406 
Hunt, Leigh, letter by, 35; letters 
to. 101, 340; quoted, 194 
Husband, death, 35 
Huxley, Thomas Henry, letter by, 
65 

I 

I, 142, 181 
I am, 247 
/ believe, 136 

Ide, Annie H., letter to, 3b6-367 
Imitation, 109-110 
inasmuch, 152 

Inchbald, Joseph, letter to, 6! 
Incomplete replies, 211 
Indecent matter, 458, 459, 460 
Indirect credit, 348 
Inductive method, 197, 350, 404 
in fait, 152 

Infinitive, 145-146; split, 148 
Infirmities, 77, 80-81 
Information, letter, 321-322 
Initials, single, 250, typist, 251 
in like manner, 152 
Inquiries, 309, 310 
Inside address, 237-243 
Installment, 389 
Instincts, 410-413 
Insurance, 14, 405, 410, 411, 442 
Interdepartmental letters, 212-213 
Interest, 404^06, 413-^17 
Interim credit letter, 364 
Interment, 65-66 
Interview, 58-59 
Intoxication, 20-21, 92-93 
Introduction, 294, 299-300, 301. 304 
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Introductory phrase, 146 
Inventions, word, 125 
Invitations, 100-102, 104; at-home, 
274; breakfast, 274; church, 267; 
French, 270; recall, 278; to meet, 
274; wedding, 269-273 
/ remain, 247 

Irving, Washington, letter to. 31 
It, 143, 144 
Italian forms, 265 

Itemized letters, 214-215, 316, 317, 
320, 322, 330 
/-tone, 293. 403 
it seems, 136 

J 

j ames, William, letter by. 107 
effrey, Francis, letter by, 28; 
quoted, 183 

John of Chrysostom, letter by, 23 
Johnson, Samuel, letters by, 50, 75, 
105; quoted, I 

Jones, Alabel Wagnalls, letter to, 43 
Jonson, Ben, letters by, 89, 105 
Jubilee, 319 
Justice, 257 

K 

Keats, John, letter by, 30, quoted, 
183 

Kemble, John P.. letter to, 3-4 
Kingsley, Charles, letter by, 102 


L' 

Ladies, 244-245 

Lamb, Charles, letters by, 20, 29, 92, 
94; quoted, 183 
Lamps, street, 82 
JLandor, W. S., letter by, 33 
Langton, Bennett, letter to, 105 
Law, and letter, 458-462 
Law of Contract, quoted, 462-465 
Lear, Edward, quoted, 183 
Lecture, 66-67 

Lee. Eilizabeth, Lady, letter to, 305- 
306 

Legal title, 250 
I etterheads, 239-240 
Letters, adjustment, 15. 17, 87-88, 
331-347: analyses. 209-210, 213- 
218, 252-255. 289-290, 308, 329- 
330, 336, 343-344. 367-368, 365- 
366, 371-373, 395-396, 400. 420- 


423; and courts, 463-466; and law, 
458^62; apology, 17-23; applica- 
tion, 293-308; appreciation, 23- 
32, 108, 109; attachments, 209; 
bootleg, 1 23-1 24; business, 4, 7-9, 
293-450; character. 202-222; claim, 
14. 16, 87-88, 331-347; classifica- 
tion, 4: cliche. 111-116, 190, 202, 
215,-218; closing. 191-202; collec- 
tions, 10,c374-40l; commandments 
221; compactness, 212; complete- 
ness, 126, 212; conciseness, 126- 
133; condolence, 32-38; congratu- 
lation, 38-46; contest, 213-218, 
423; contract, 323, 427; cost, 155; 
counsel, 46-60; courtesy, 116- 
125; credit, 348-373; dead, 13, 
14. 452: declination, 60-74; dis- 
satisfaction, 74-78; earliest, 9; 
facsimile, 55, 65, 72. 85, 96, 207, 
217, 318, 353-355, 360-363, 387, 
433-434; fold. 255-256; form. 207; 
frame (and picture), 232-290; 
friendly, 5-6, 23-104; gratitude, 
89-08; "grumble, 74-88; highflown, 
140, 224; hospitality. 98-1^4; in- 
complete, 211; introduction, 294, 
299-300, 301, 304; liberty (form) 
5-6; literary, 1-104; literature, 2, 
10, 11; live, 12-13; manager, 309- 
330; model, 232-236; no, 73, 74, 
116; official, 324; opening, 181- 
190, 226-229; organs. 210-211 : out- 
lined. 235, 254, 296. 297. 323-324, 
393 : paragraphing, 7, 208, 245, 254. 
296, 297, 311-313, 332, 377, 418; 
parts, 231, 235; planning, 154, 211, 
245, 254, 296. 207, 310, 322. 348. 
349, 407; policy, 209; power, 7. 
publishable, 2-3; purpose, 209; 
quality, 2, 10-11: questionnaire, 
212, 219, 220; rating scale. 219: 
recommendation, 293, 294, 301, 
302, 303; rules. 2, 220-222, 232- 
236: sales, 216-217, 402-450; solici- 
tation, 105-109; specification, 320, 
322, 323, 329-330: technical, 140; 
tone, 206, 222-226; twosubject, 9, 
315, 334; unmailed, 118; writing, 
10-11, 47, 52. 53 

Lever, Charles, letter by, 339; 
quoted, 193 

Libel, 460 

Liberty, with form, 5-6 

Lightdlier, 336 
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Lincoln, Abraham, letter by, 31; let- 
ter on, 440; quoted, 118, 132-133, 
193 

Links, cuff, 335 
Liquor, 458 

Literary closings, 103-194 
Literary work, 31-32 
Literature and business, 68-71 
Literature of letters, 2, 10, 11 
Live letters, 12-13 
1 oan, 5, 20. 106 
l,ondon, 55 

Long circuit copy, 404-406 
Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth, let- 
ter by, 21 

I.ong sentences. 128-129 
Lord Walter’s Wife, 61, 341 
1 ollery, 4( >0-461 

I owell, James Russell, letter h}-, 56, 
303: quoted, 184 
l.ytticton, George, letter to, 39 

M 

Macaulay, Thomas Babington, let- 
ter by^ 340 

Maephorson, James, letter to, 75 
Macrcady, William Charles, letters 
to, 55, 107 
Madam, 244 
Magazine, 427-430 
Mailhafi, quoted, 386, 388, 42^ 
Mailing, 415 

Mail transactions. 462-465 
Mail, unclainiable, 455 -i56. unde- 
liverablc, 453-455, unrnailabiL', 
455-456 

Manager, letters, 300-330, openings, 
185 

ManiifacUirer 335 
Manuscript, 18 

Margining. 232, 233. 234, 245-246 
Marriage, 30, 42, 61 
M a r r ied n a mes, 250-251 
Marryat, Frederick, letter by, 78; 

quoted. 193 
'matter, 134 
Meal. 458 

Merchandise, 408- 410 
Mesdamc^, 244-245 
Messrs . 238, 245 

Method, deductive and inductive, 
107, 350. 404 
Milk, 412 

Mispronunciations, dictator's, 153 


Miss. 153, 245, 250 
Model closings, 248-249 
Modification, 141, 145-148 
Modified credit, 350; punctuation. 
232, 245 

Modifiers, placement, 146-147 
Monkhouse, Cosmo, letter to, 80 
Monopoinl copy, 407 
Moore, Lhomas, quoted, 183 
Morals, 341 
moreover, 1 36 

Morris, William, quoted, 184 
Mormons, 67-68 
Moses, 1 14 
Mr., 238 
Mrs, 153, 250 
Multigraph, 433, 434 
Multipoint copy, 407 
mv, 245 

N 

Names, Furopean, 265, 266; mar- 
ried. 250-251 

National C'ash Register Company, 
quoted, 208-209 

National Cit\' Bank, quoted, 220- 
222, 360-363 

National Retail Credit Association 
qiioteil. 375-382 
A’u v-at titucle, 122 
Negative tone, 116, 117, 122 
Neglect, 78-80^ 
neverlbclcss, 152 

Newcastle, Farl of, letters to. 89, 
105 

;V(»-lettcr, 73-74, 116 
Norton Company, quoted, 20(»-208 
Notice, attention. 244; credit, 351 
humher Hifibl, quoted. 220-222 
Nyss^ n, Gregory, letter to, 33 

O 

Objective, opening. 182: tone, 8-9 
Obscene matter, 4, 459, 460 
of. 153 
off. 153 

Offer, post, 463 
Offeree risk, 465 
Offeror risk, 465 
Offers, post, 462 

Oflice, dead letter, 452-457; supplies, 
316, 317 

Official letter, 324-326 
Ollier. Charles, letter to, 326 



